AVETON GIFFORD PARISH COUNCIL

AVETON GIFFORD PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 4 APRIL 2011
IN THE MEMORIAL HALL, AVETON GIFFORD AT 7.30 PM
	Present
	Cllr John Coates
	JC
	

	
	Cllr Tim Abrahall
	TA
	Chairman of the meeting

	
	Cllr Ros Brousson
	AG
	

	
	Cllr Delia Elliott
	DE
	

	
	Cllr Sarah Harcus
	SH
	

	
	Cllr Steph Maclean-Mactaggart
	SMJ
	

	
	County Cllr William Mumford
	WM
	

	
	District Cllr Bryan Carson
	BC
	

	In attendance
	Peter Javes
	PJ
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	Apologies
	Cllr Allan Green
	AG
	

	
	Cllr Jocelyn Ponting
	JP
	

	
	Cllr Sue Mackechnie-Jarvis
	SMJ
	

	
	Cllr Roger Smallridge
	RS
	


Members of the public present: 7 plus PCSO Stacy Thorn
	55/11
	COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

None

	

	56/11
	REPORTS
	

	56.1
	Timbers car park

It was noted that the daffodils in bloom had greatly improved the area.

	

	56.2
	Pre-School

The pre-school open day on Saturday 2 April had been a great success. Congratulations were offered to all who had been involved in the pre-school building project.

	

	56.3
	New playground and playing field
SHDC had assumed responsibility for repairing the field and completing various works on the play park. The work should be finished by the end of April 2011.

	

	56.4
	Renewable Energy

Devon Association for Renewable Energy (DARE) had now completed an appraisal report and this would be circulated.

	TA

	56.5
	Parish Plan

The list of topics had been published with the March minutes and would be included in the next edition of Magpie with the names of the individuals responsible for each topic.  

	

	56.6
	Traffic Calming

Following 39/11 SMM tabled a new report into traffic issues in the village (attached at Annex A). SMM commented that traffic through Fore Street was problematic in view of the narrowness of the road and it was difficult to enjoy walking down the street. The report led to a lively discussion and it was agreed to consider the matter further at a future meeting. In addition the recommendations contained in the report would be added to the Parish Plan questionnaire for comments by residents.


	JP/DE


	56.7
	Police 

PSCO Stacy Thorn advised that no crimes had been reported in the village in March. The police continued to check for speeding at Bridge End. A member of the public commented that the real issue with speeding was cars travelling up Kingsbridge Hill which invariably ignored the 40mph limit. PCSO Thorn acknowledged the comments and would see what could be done.

 
	

	57/11
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	

	
	None.


	

	58/11
	MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS

The minutes of the meetings held on 7 and 21 March 2011 were accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.


	

	59/11
	SOUTH EFFORD MARSH

RB reported that contractors were now on site and the work should be completed within 11 weeks. RB listed the work being carried out. On a question from a member of the public RB reported that there were no plans to repair the dyke. However telemetry was being included in the works thus allowing the estuary to be monitored as part of the national flood warning scheme. 

	

	60/11
	AFFORDABLE HOUSING

There was noting to report on the scheme for the village. BC reported on the amalgamation of Devon and Cornwall Housing.

	

	61/11
	CREEK AT BRIDGE END

JC’s proposed meeting of all concerned to discuss a clean up of the land around Bridge End would be a matter for the incoming PC after the May elections. 


	

	62/11
	PARKING ON ROCK HILL
Following the meeting held on 21 March plans for the revised scheme that had been agreed with the owner were awaited. 

	

	63/11
	ELECTION OF COUNCILLORS 5 MAY 2011
It was noted that the nominations had closed on 4 April and that a list of nominations would be circulated by SHDC in the near future.

Secretary’s note: On 5 April SHDC had published the names of ten nominations for AG, thus an election for the nine councilor positions would be necessary. The nominations and seconders are listed at Annex B.

	

	64/11
	HM REVENUE AND CUSTOMS AND AGPC AS AN EMPLOYER
	

	
	The Clerk had initiated the registration process with HMRC and with effect from the 2011-12 tax year all payments to employers would be through the PAYE system.


	


	65/11

65.1
	PLANNING

Applications considered:-
	

	0751/11/F  
	land at Heathfield Down, Modbury PL21 0SB 
	Provision of agricultural building with surrounding yard, new access and landscaping 

No objection

	0676/11/F  
	Harraton Cottage, Modbury, PL21 0SU 
	Proposed provision of new access with off road parking 

No objection

	0786/11/DIS 
	Ashleigh, Rock Hill, TQ7 4JT 
	Discharge of conditions 1 - 8 to planning approval reference 02/1827/09/F (for alterations and extension to dwelling) 

No objection

	02/056/11/LB
	Heathfield Down, Modbury
	Replacement of rotten windows in listed building, 

Previously approved as single glazing and now re-submitted with double glazing 

No objection

	65.2
	Applications decided – None

	

	66/11
	ENFORCEMENT MATTERS
	

	66.1
66.2

66.3
	Hilliers Field on A379

BC advised that he had prompted SHDC to issue a stop notice. SHDC had advised that any unacceptable unauthorised development would be subject to further enforcement action. This site has long been serviced with a gate and access, the previous access was much more restricted and dangerous than it now is albeit the works that have taken place recently regarding that access were undertaken without planning permission.
 

Field beside Fir Tree Garage

SHDC were aware of the issues raised by AGPC about the field next to Fir Tree garage and advise that it is currently under another enforcement investigation. However aside from the construction of a rather shabby makeshift shelter/store do not consider there were any other breach of planning control at present.
 
Little Marsh
SHDC had been passed the enforcement file for Little Marsh and would be following up in due course. 

	

	67/11
	FINANCE 
	

	
	Bank Balances
	

	The Clerk reported on the bank balances:

	Current Account after payments listed below
	£983.62

	Savings Account 
	£3,836.04

	Parish Paths Project
	£881.01

	TOTAL 
	£3,836.04

	Less payment due to SHDC re play park
	-1,500.00

	TOTAL AVAILABLE
	£2,336.04


	Payments since last meeting
	
	

	Payee
	Reason
	Amount £

	James Fowler
	Project clerk
	268.05

	Magnet Media
	Website
	30.00

	Peter Javes
	Salary and disbursements
	286.41

	The above payments were approved.


	68/11
	COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
WM reported that Devon County Council was now putting in place the budget for the new financial year.
JC invited WM to comment on the subject of Localism and how it would be delivered. This would be a topic for a future meeting.


	

	69/11
	DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

BC reported on the SHDC Community and Engagement Plan to be carried out in partnership with councils and members of society who would not otherwise be represented.

It was noted the number of directors in the merged West Devon and SH district councils had been reduced from four to two. Interviews were now being held for these positions.

	

	70/11
	MEETINGS ATTENDED BY COUNCILLORS AND CLERK

None

	

	71/11
	CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

The Clerk reported that the following letters had been received:


	

	DCC
	Superfast Broadband: To be put on AGPC website for comment and support
	31 March 2011

	SHDC
	Declaration of interests: Gifts and Hospitality
	28 March2011

	SH CVS
	Specific Point Of Contact
	31 March 2011


	72/11
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	

	72.1
	Sports & Leisure
It was noted that the AG Sports & Leisure committee had declined the offer for its insurance cover to be included in the PC’s insurance.


	

	72.2
	Annual Parish Meeting 16 May 2011
The Clerk circulated a list of village organisations to be invited to present a written or verbal report at the forthcoming annual parish meeting (attached at Annex C).

	

	72.3
	Grass Cutting
SH initiated a discussion about roadside verge grass cutting. It was noted that there were orchids on the verges on Kingsbridge Hill and grass cutting should be scheduled to allow these to bloom and set seed. SH volunteered to produce a wild flower diary of appropriate cutting times.

	SH

	72.4
	Street Lighting

JC had reported that the street lights in the village did not appear to have been reset to allow for BST.


	

	73/11
	TOPICS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

Snow and Grit Bins


	

	74/11
	THANKS

JC expressed thanks to councillors who had served the Council over the last four years. In addition JC wished to thank and congratulate all those who had been involved in redecorating the Memorial Hall which was now a pleasant place in which to meet. 
	


The meeting closed at 9.25pm 

Next meeting:  16 May 2011
ANNEX A TO MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 4 APRIL 2011
1.
SPEED OF TRAFFIC FORE STREET BRIDGE END STADBURY

2.
QUANTITY OF TRAFFIC FORE STREET TIDAL ROAD

3.
CAR PARKING ‑ THIS IS GENERALLY INADEQUATE FOR THE EXISTING NEEDS OF THE VILLAGE

4.
INAPPROPRIATE PARKING ‑ ROCK HILL ‑ HILL HEAD BARNS ‑ THE OLD RECTORY

FORE STREET SOLUTIONS VERSION TWO

1. 
Aveton Gifford is a village but the road markings date back to a time before the building of the by‑pass. Hence Fore Street has double yellow lines painted the full length of the village, there are no proper pavements and the road has the appearance of an urban clear‑way.

2.
Very few houses in Fore Street have dedicated parking.

3.
Parking is in very short supply & is a big issue for local residents.

PROPOSAL

A. 
Reduce the width of the road at Tree Corner to discourage people from turning left down Fore Street from Church lane.

The by‑pass was built to take the main bulk of traffic out of the village so Fore Street should not be used as a rat‑ run.

B. 
Allow two‑way traffic as far as the entrance to the Memorial Hall/Shop car park entrance

C. 
MAKE the remainder of FORE STREET A ONE‑WAY STREET

D. 
Make provision for 900min wide pavement the whole length of the village, on the west side of Fore Street, to tie in with the small sections of existing pavement e.g. at Brook Court and Wesley Terrace ‑ this could be demarcated by a painted White Line. One small length of half width pavement outside Clancy Cottage/Old Bakery to be removed. Bollards outside Avon Cottage to be considered. Taper to pub entrance a lot of people walk in Fore Street, at the moment they walk in the middle of the road as there is no adequate pavement

E. 
ALLOW some extra RESIDENTIAL PARKING on the east side of Fore Street Demarcate possible parking spaces with paint. Blocks of parked cars would help to ensure low speeds within the village. This would be more useful to local residents than large planters

F. 
A bus is 7 ft wide. A single road width of 10‑12 ft is considered adequate for bus transit

If Fore Street were to be made a one‑way zone, the bus Company would have to agree to r e‑route the buses. We know this is a major stumbling block, but the current situation where the buses have to reverse and have been seen reversing out onto the A379 at the roundabout by the pub would be prevented.

G. 
Clear Signs would be required at both ends of the village and also at the junctions for Bakers Hill & Rock Hill.

OTHER PROBLEM AREAS

A. 
PARKING

1. 
Rock Hill ‑ parked vehicles in the lay‑by opposite Anchor Cottage ‑ which effectively would prevent the transit of emergency vehicles could be discouraged by extension of the existing double yellow lines up the hill.

2.
The Old Rectory ‑ paint double yellow lines to prevent traffic parking between The Rectory entrance and the junction for Icy Park/Glebe Land on this dangerous corner

3. 
Hill Head Barns ‑ negotiations started with the owner of Hill Head barns in an attempt to provide organised parking for a finite number of vehicles and minimise obstruction to the field gate, the barns and the entrance to the public pathway.

4. 
Millfield ‑ negotiations started re conversion of part of the flood plane to be converted to extra parking, in conjunction with plans for affordable housing proposals and renovations to the village hall

5. 
Fisherman's Rest ‑there is space to create a possible 4 extra parking spaces on spare ground outside the pub boundary

6. 
Timber's Car Park ‑ this has been poorly used in the past as village parking ‑it may be worth while canvassing peoples' opinion about this amenity in the Parish Plan

7. 
Bus Stop at the Church Lane/Fore Street junction ‑ should more be done to make this safe for passengers, especially the school children who congregate in the mornings?

B. 
TIDAL ROAD

1. 
Improve signage re perils of driving through the water at high tide

2. 
Can anything be done to reduce the quantity of traffic using this road as a rat‑run?

3. 
Can anything be done to reduce the speed of vehicles and improve the safety of pedestrians?

C. 
BRIDGEND

1. 
The speed of traffic passing along the A379 is usually far greater than the 40 mph signed limit. Scarily fast for local residents. We will need to attempt to discuss road safety issues with regard to local residents and the public boat launch site to see if any form of speed control can be implemented

D. 
STADBURY

1. 
Can any thing be done to improve the road safety of residents? At the moment, it is almost impossible to turn right off the A379. It is safer to proceed onwards to the Bantham roundabout and return down the hill to turn in left.

ANNEX B TO MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 4 APRIL 2011

NOMINATIONS FOR COUNCILLORS FOR MAY 2011

ABRAHALL Tim

The Store, Jubilee Street, Aveton Gifford, Kingsbridge, TQ7 4LS

Pugh Sarah, Booth Gregory
BROUSSON Ros

Waterfoot, Tidal Road., Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4JN

Dickey Cedar M, Dickey Pandora O

COATES John

4 Bakers Terrace, Aveton Gifford, Kingsbridge, TQ7 4LB

Burr Robert G, Cole Miriam
DICKEY Jonathan Raymond

1 Ebrington Street, Kingsbridge, Devon,  TQ7 1DE

Capewell Athenia A, Capewell Christine V
ELLIOTT Delia Mary

Little Chillaton Farm, Aveton Gifford, Kingsbridge, TQ7 4EG

Doughty Kenneth A, Schroeter Penelope 
GIBSON Jeremy David

North Efford, Aveton Gifford, Kingsbridge, TQ7 4JN

Dickey Pandora O, Worden Brett J
GREEN Allan James

`Kingfishers`, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, Kingsbridge, TQ7 4JL

Reynolds Christopher, Reynolds Jennifer M
HARCUS Sarah Jane

Rock Hill House, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 4JX

Schroeter Penelope I, Schroeter Neill S
MACLEAN-MACTAGGART Stephanie Gay

Orchard Court, Tree Corner, Aveton Gifford, Devon, TQ7 4LF

Parker Dolores M, Abrahall Timothy G
PUGH Sarah

16 Glebe Land, Aveton Gifford, Kingsbridge, TQ7 4LX

Young Keren, Forrest Christine J

ANNEX C TO MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 4 APRIL 2011

ORGANIZATIONS TO BE INVITED TO PRESENT A REPORT TO ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2011

	

	ORGANISATION

	1
	AG PC

	2
	Allotment Association

	3
	County Councillor

	4
	Cricket Club

	5
	Davey Trust

	6
	District Councillor

	7
	Memorial Hall

	8
	Monday Club

	9
	Parish Project Group

	10
	Playpark

	11
	Police

	12
	PPP                                                  

	13
	Pre-School

	14
	Primary School

	15
	Royal British Legion

	16
	Shop

	17
	Sports & Leisure    

	18
	St Andrews PCC

	19
	Tree Warden                                   

	20
	Women’s Institute
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These minutes can also be seen on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk


