AVETON GIFFORD PARISH COUNCIL

AVETON GIFFORD PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 5 SEPTEMBER 2011
IN THE MEMORIAL HALL, AVETON GIFFORD AT 7.30 PM
	Present
	Cllr John Coates
	JC
	

	
	Cllr Tim Abrahall
	TA
	

	
	Cllr Ros Brousson
	AG
	

	
	Cllr Delia Elliott
	DE
	

	
	Cllr Jeremy Gibson
	JG
	

	
	Cllr Allan Green
	AG
	

	
	Cllr Sarah Harcus
	SH
	

	
	Cllr Sarah Pugh
	SP
	

	
	County Cllr William Mumford
	WM
	

	
	
	
	

	In attendance
	Peter Javes
	PJ
	Clerk

	Apologies
	District  Cllr Bryan Carson
	BC
	

	
	Cllr Steph Maclean-Mactaggart
	
	


Members of the public present: 9
	131/11
	COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
	

	131.1
	The Brook
A member of the public raised the state of the Brook as needing attention. There was a lot of vegetation growing in the stream. It was agreed to add trimming of the banks to the grass cutting schedule.


	Clerk

	131.2
	Little Marsh
A member of the public commented on the mooring of boats in the Bridge End creek. The Chairman reported that he had made the Duchy Of Cornwall aware of the issue. In addition it seemed that one boat was being used as a houseboat and this raised concerns about the discharge of effluent into the river. This would also be reported to the Duchy.


	Clerk

	131.3
	Tidal Road

A member of the public asked if any progress had been made in protecting the bank of the tidal road by Albert’s bench. Cars were damaging the surface. An estimate had been received for placing boulders to keep cars off the bank, however the cost was beyond the budget of the Council. The Duchy, Aune Conservation Association and AONB had been invited to contribute to the cost. This matter would be discussed further at the next meeting.

	Clerk

	131.4
	Planning Application – Ashleigh, Rock Hill

A resident of Rock Hill raised concerns about the handling by SHDC of  various planning applications for Ashleigh. This matter is minuted fully below at 146 below.

 
	

	132/11
	REPORTS
	

	132.1
	Shop Committee
The Industrial Tribunal’s  full hearing due in September had been deferred.


	

	133.2
	The Hive Pre-School
	

	
	It was noted that the Classic Car show in aid of The Hive had raised £4,300. More than 1,100 people had attended the car show.

	

	133.3
	Village Show
The recent village show had attracted a record number of entries.


	

	133.4
	Tall Ships Fund Raiser

The fund raising event organised by the Fisherman’s Rest had raised over £1,000.


	

	133.5
	Parish Paths Partnership
	

	
	The report for September was noted (attached at Annex A). The Chairman commented that this would be the last report prepared by the outgoing PPP co-ordinator, Ken Doughty. In view of his significant contribution over the years he would be invited to the October meeting and a presentation made to him in recognition of his service.

	

	133.6
	Renewable Energy
A presentation to SHDC was being prepared by the renewable energy group. District Cllr Bryan Carson would be invited to accompany the team in making the presentation to SHDC. Some landowners had shown interest in the scheme. The SHDC presentation would also be delivered to the PC at the November meeting.


	TA

	133.7
	Primary School

A new information and computer technology suite had been installed. The head teacher was keen that this facility be available to the village out of school hours. 

	

	133.8
	Parish Plan

A progress report on the Parish Plan is attached at Annex B.


	

	134/11
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	

	
	TA declared an interest in the planning application in respect of Walnut Embers, Fore Street.
	

	
	
	

	135/11
	MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 4 July 2011 were accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.


	

	136/11
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	Bench on Stakes Road by Timbers Car Park
Following minute 86.2 the site would be inspected again to se if anything could be done about the encroachment of cars. 


	Clerk

	137/11
	TRAINING FOR COUNCILLORS
	

	
	Four councillors were about to receive training on planning issues. DE had been briefed on tree warden duties. 
The Devon Association of Local Councils was organising a residential training weekend for parish clerks aimed at helping with the Certificate in Local Council Administration qualification. The cost would be £260.

RESOLVED  that the Council would pay the fee for the Clerk to attend

Proposed: Sarah Pugh                            Seconded: Ros Brousson
Resolution carried


	

	138/11
	TRAFFIC CALMING
	

	138.1
	General

The Chairman described in detail the proposal from Devon County Council for changes to on street parking and pavements and signage in Fore Street. It was noted that any changes would be subject to:

· a full public consultation and 

· a safety assessment and 
· traffic orders. 
Funding for any changes would also need to be provided by Devon County Council. It was noted that a choice need to be made between reducing traffic and slowing it and there would always be compromise between loss of parking and safety. The mood of the meeting was that slowing would be preferable to a reduction in traffic. 
This topic would be the subject of a public consultation on 2 October 2011.

The two conflicting heavy goods weight limit signs on the Tidal Road were noted and it was agreed to accept that they both be changed to read “Weak Road, limit 3 tonnes”.
A recommendation from Devon County Council was awaited on the varying speed limits along the bridge and on Kingsbridge Hill.


	

	138.2
	Timbers Car Park

Although there had been a significant improvement in the state of the car park over the last year it was felt more could be done. A discussion ensued over the position of the recycling bins and the emptying of the litter bin.
It was suggested that a great improvement would be to extend lighting between the underpass and the Fisherman’s Rest. A quote for this would be obtained.

The storage of boats on the car park was discussed. Out of the 12 allocated boat spaces seven spaces attracted the annual fee for boat storage. It was felt that boat parking should be retained on the car park.

 
	

	139/11
	SOUTH EFFORD MARSH
	

	
	RB reported that the flood gate was now operational and the telemetry was working. New entrance gates would be erected for better public access. An open day with guided walks was planned for 14 February 2012.

	

	140/11
	PLAY PARKS
	

	
	A meeting was due to be held with SHDC on 7 September 2011 for a further discussion about the Parson Green playground. It was noted that any phase two improvements should cater for older children. It was suggested that single basketball hoop would be a comparatively low cost improvement. The provision of a skate park was discussed and in view of the lack of a suitable site this would held in abeyance until there was a discernable need in the village. 

	

	141/11
	AFFORDABLE HOUSING
	

	
	The agent for the landowner would be invited to the next meeting together with a facilitator from SHDC.
	

	
	
	

	142/11
	BRIDGE END AND KNOTWEED
	

	
	It was appreciated that knotweed would continue to be a problem for at least three further years. TA suggested that The Magpie carried a short article on how to recognise and deal with knotweed.
	JC

	
	
	

	143/11
	DIAMOND JUBILEE 2012
	

	
	JC would revert to the next meeting on proposals within the parish for celebrating the Queen’s diamond jubilee.
	JC


	144/11
	SNOW WARDEN
	

	
	JG would attend the training and report back. Plans could then be finalised for the local storage of grit at known trouble spots.
	JG

	145/11
	DEFIBRILLATOR
	

	
	Following a discussion it was resolved not to buy a defibrillator for use in the parish.


	

	146/11
	PLANNING
	

	146.1
	New Applications 
	

	1677/11/F  
	Ashleigh, Rock Hill, Aveton Gifford,  

Retrospective application for amendments (installation of wine store, amended terrace/patio layout, repositioning and addition of roof lights, and installation of air source heat pump) to approved planning application reference 02/1827/09/F 
	


	
	A parishioner commented in detail on the handling by SHDC of this application. It was felt that incremental additions to the orginal planning consent were not being properly considered and as a result there would a considerable loss of amenity and privacy to neighbouring houses. The PC had commented on applications as they arose and had objected to the garden room on the grounds that it was more likely to be used as an annex for residential accommodation. 
The planning sub-committee had visited the site recently specifically to assess the impact of the ground source heat pump and had no objection to this item and this view would be submitted toSHDC. However the sub-committee had not been advised of the changes to the roof lights and patio levels.

JC would respond separately to SHDC on the planning control issues raised.  
	Clerk

JC


	2054/11/LB  
	Higher Stadbury, Aveton Gifford,  

Listed building consent to remove slates on rear elevation of Devon Longhouse. Felt, batten and insulate slopes over sloping ceilings, and reslate SW elevation of wing and replacement of timber box frame windows 
	


	
	The planning sub-committee had visited the site recently and had no objection to this application and this view would be submitted to SHDC.


	Clerk

	146.2
	Decided Applications
	

	
	Hillhead Barn, Rock Hill
It was noted that legal advice had now been received that it would not be possible for the PC to acquire title to the unregistered land beside the entrance to Hillhead Barn. In view of the work that had been carried out on the unregistered land a letter would be sent to the householder asking him to adhere to the PC’s wishes in respect of the additional parking.

	Clerk

	147/11
	ENFORCEMENT ISSUES
	

	147.1
	Little Marsh

This matter was progressing slowly.

	

	147.2
	Wakeham Lane

It was noted that five people were living at this site. A discussion ensued about the effect of this occupation. It was agreed to keep the matter under review. JC would attempt to have a further discussion with those involved.
	JC

	
	
	

	147.3
	Helliers Field
Enforcement action was now due by SHDC to have the site re-instated.
	

	
	
	

	148/11
	FINANCE
	

	
	Bank balances

The clerk reported the bank balances listed below:


	

	
	Current account

Savings account

Parish Paths Project
	129.91
2,845.10
881.16
	

	
	TOTAL
	3,856.17
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Payments since the last meeting included in the above balances:-
	


	Payee
	Reason
	£

	Magnet Media
	Website
	30.00
	

	James Fowler
	Administration – July
	247.22
	

	Audit Commission
	Administration
	342.00
	

	Palladium
	Miscellaneous
	5.75
	

	Peter Javes
	Administration July plus benches
	494.09
	

	Nick Walker Printing Ltd
	Magpie expenses
	160.00
	

	Magnet Media
	Website
	30.00
	

	James Fowler
	Administration - August
	247.22
	

	Peter Javes
	Administration - August
	329.91
	

	John Reid
	Grass cutting PPP
	450.00
	

	John Reid
	Grass cutting
	302.00
	

	AG Memorial Hall
	Rent
	78.00

	TOTAL
	
	2,033.36


	
	The above payments were approved.

	

	148/11
	MEETINGS ATTENDED
	

	
	The Chairman had met the head teacher of the School and had a meeting with Sport England to discuss sporting facilities in the parish.
	

	
	
	

	149/11
	CORRESPONDENCE
Royal Horticultural Society re Britain in Bloom
Devon Renaissance re assistance with community projects

The clerk would scan these letters and circulate to councillors.

	Clerk

	150/11
	TOPICS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

Communication within the Parish

Resurface footpath by tennis court
Involving youth in the Council’s activities
	


The meeting closed at 10.05pm 

Next meeting:  Monday 3 October 2011
Annex A
Path Report September, 2011

1. Repairs Completed

The illustration shows the steps at the western end of Footpath 22 adjoining the end of Hoppy Green Lane. These have been repaired by John Reid, making them much easier to use. Please ignore the date on the picture!

[image: image1.jpg]



The job took 5 hours and materials cost£51.00

Also on Footpath 22, a stile and a gate were renovated

On Footpath 10, the stone stile at the eastern end was found to be broken. John has replaced it with a wooden barrier and used the broken stone to repair the steps.

2. Path Clearing 


Footpaths 13, 20, 22, (Twice) 1a, 4, 1, 3, 6, 13, 10, 14.


Bridleways 18 (Chantry end with mower), and section from Lixton to

      Stockadon.

These items took 28½ hours at a total cost of £450

NOTE On 30th August someone lifted the kissing Gate on Footpath 4 off its hinges and put it to one side. John Reid has now replaced the gate and screwed a bracket on to prevent a repetition. The motive behind this action is not known.

Ken Doughty

Co-ordinator

2/9/2011 
Annex B

PARISH PLAN REPORT – FOR PC MEETING 5 September 2011
Held two meetings in August, with a good slice of work got through on both occasions. 1 estimate that probably two thirds of the subjects have been covered, and hope that the remaining third will be dealt with at next meeting.

At the meetings each subject‑matter‑head reports what information they have gleaned and in some cases what questions should be asked. Each subject is discussed by all attending, not just the subject matter heads ‑ in this way a greater spread of opinion is gathered. Questions are now being formed and collected (by Jim) and will be translated into a proper format and wording. Once the next meeting is out of the way, this task will be dealt with at the following meeting (hopefully!).

Next meeting is this Wednesday at 7pm in the Fisherman’s Rest.
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These minutes can also be seen on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk


