the

mAGpie

Issue no 71
Dec 2010/Jan 2011

South Efford Marsh gets
a Green Light

Published for the
residents of Aveton
Gifford with the
support of Aveton
Gifford Parish
Council.

T

he Environment Agency has been
given the support of the Aveton
Gifford Parish Council for their latest plan
to encourage a salt marsh habitat on a
section of South Efford Marsh.
Over recent months there have been
presentations, discussions and refinement
of the original proposals to take account
of a wide variety of views from across
the Parish and further afield. The Parish
Council has attached a number of riders to their support to
include as far as possible the concerns that have been raised
about flood risk, access, and Management. The involvement
of Natural England and the Devon Wildlife Trust follows
on from significant concerns about having a management
plan in place that provide a long term assurance that there
is the maximum benefit for the local community for leisure,
education and research purposes.

Editorial Committee

The mAGpie editor is
John Coates assisted
by Ken Doughty.
Please speak to them if
you have any queries
regarding the copy - or
its editing - the adverts,
insets or deadlines.
John Coates can be
contacted on
01548 550907.
The Parish Pump section
is checked by a member
of the Parish Council
prior to printing.
Articles for issue number
72 must be submitted by
the 15th Jan 2011.

Lighting up the Village Tree

O

Amy Clayton
amyjclayton@gmail.com
01548 550682

Magpie illustration by Barbara Anstey

Magazine Production

ur traditional welcome to the Christmas
season will be on Saturday December 4th.
Meet in the Car Park at the Memorial Hall at
6pm. We all sing Carols as we process along
Fore Street down to the Fisherman’s. As we
stand round the Christmas Tree we sing
more carols, light
up the tree and
enjoy mulled wine
and mince pies.
Bring a lantern
or torch and your best
singing voice – every one is welcome
– old and young. Subject to weather
conditions – Father Christmas just
might be in attendance.
Deadline for copy for next issue: 15th Jan 2011

So near and yet…..!

I

t is with a large feeling
of frustration that the
completion of two valuable
investments in the Parish
are only now within reach.
The Pre-School Centre
has taken 10 years from
initial inception. The
project itself shows the
determination of a wide
range of volunteers to add a
purpose built Centre for the
youngsters to attend, and
to provide additional places
at a highly valued and high
achieving School. Once the
building was started, most
of the hurdles had been
overcome, except ONE. It
is difficult to imagine just
how frustrating it has been
in recent weeks when a vital

letter, granting access to
a small piece of land took
ages to arrive.
Start looking for the
opening date for the new
Centre which will be
announced on the Village
Community Website and
around the area.
Bridges Play Park in spite
of very careful planning has
suffered from a sequence
of events that has resulted
in a completion date that
is much later than initially
expected. A start late in this
year made the influence and
delay caused by bad weather
much greater than during
the initial build period. Play
equipment was delayed,
and then the earthwork was

Fly tipping and boat mooring
moving mud rather than
soil. Access to much of
the new Play Park is now
available with a restriction
remaining on the earthwork
until the grass has been
given a chance to become
established.
Work on raising funds
for the next phase of
the Play Park is already
underway; following the
consultation with the
users of the Play Area, the
purchase of additional ecofriendly equipment being
the intended purpose.
The Parish Council
apologise for the
inconvenience caused by
the extended disruption on
Parsons’ Green.

Christmas on a Plate

T

he Christmas Window
Display competition is
again being supported by
Ron and Maggie Skeates
with their donation of a
Festive Decorative Plate
to the winning Household.
There are few rules in that
every house in the Parish is
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involved, and that it is for a
window display; even if the
real Father Christmas and
Rudolf land in your garden,
it cannot be included, unless
they are in the window!
Judges will visit all parts
of the Parish in the week
up to 23rd December.

An announcement of
the winner will be on the
AG Community Website
on Christmas Eve. Who
knows, this year’s Plate
could be presented to you
by Santa’s Little Helper
with the Aveton Gifford
Franchise!!!!!

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

T

he Duchy of Cornwall
has continued to
support all the moves of
the Parish Council and
the Aune Conservation
Association to clean up
the River Avon of any
abandoned boats and
other vessels without clear
ownership. Measures that
include laws against flytipping etc will continue to
be applied to improve the
appearance of the shore-line
and to facilitate access to
the river.
After a couple of ‘false

starts’ the Gillaroo
finally left the
Estuary in mid
October. The safety
and security of
parishioners and river
users will remain the
priority of the Parish
Council and others
agencies. The Environment
Agency and South Hams
District Council have
a range of powers that
can be used to keep the
area clear of rubbish and
with the appearance and
attractiveness that befits

an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty.
A reminder that if you
notice anything untoward
then please report it to
Nigel Mortimer, the
Estuaries Officer (01803)
861234

Timbers Clear-Up Continues

T

he work to improve the
appearance of Timbers
Car Park continues. Many
of the boats that would
never float again have been
cleared away; the area is
being opened up with the
cutting down of much of
the trees and shrubs that

have become overgrown
and close off much of the
views of the Estuary.
South Hams District
Council have had a team of
workers to thin back much
of the undergrowth, and
to encourage light to get to
the plants that have been

restricted and to encourage
the wonderful display of
snowdrops. A working Party
found just about the only
dry Saturday in November
to plant 2,000 daffodil bulbs
whose flowers will herald
the spring.

Gateway to Christmas

C

hristmas Music is an important part
of the festive season. Carol singing
and going round from door to door is
still an integral part of the lead up to the
celebrations.
To help you find the right mood
for your Christmas preparations there will be a Concert
of Christmas music in St Andrews Church on Saturday
December 18th from 7.30p.m.
There will some religious music from the 15th and 16th Century sung by RESONET, the
BBC South West Chamber Choir, duets by Brahms, sung by Penny Schroeter and Sophie White,
and musical fare from a group of instrumental musicians.
Tickets are £5 each with all proceeds going to the Friends of St Andrews to maintain the
fabric of our 13th Century Parish Church. They can be obtained from the Community Shop, and
after the services at St Andrews Church.
Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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T

he Taverners’ Amateur Drama Group, Aveton
Gifford’s answer to the Royal Shakespeare Company
are deeply embroiled in rehearsals for the forthcoming
performances in February next year.
SEASONAL SCOOP is not a Pantomime – oh no it
isn’t – but it is only ONE step away from the traditional
Christmas Romp. There are many of the pantomime
characters who, rather than extend the dole queues, have
found some gainful employment amongst a very motley
crew of locally based characters. There is scandal, intrigue,
magic and drama and that’s even in rehearsal.
The play has been specially written for the Taverners by Fay Gordon, who also directs.
Performances will be on Friday and Saturday February 25th and 26th at 7.30pm. There
will be a matinee at 2.30pm on the Saturday. Tickets are £4 and will be sold through the
Community Shop, and will be available from just before Christmas.
The performances will be in the Memorial Hall which will be transformed for this
wonderful production.

DOGS - please read

... caring for more than 300
homes around the areas of
Salcombe & Kingsbridge

T

here have been one or two incidents
recently where the distance between a dog
and its owner, and the behaviour of the dog,
has led to doubts about the dog being ‘under
control’.
By law, you must control your dog so that
it does not disturb or scare farm animals or
wildlife. On most areas of open country and
common land, known as ‘access land’ you
must keep your dog on a short lead between
1 March and 31 July, and all year round near
farm animals.
Natural England provides advice for dogs
and their owners at www.naturalengland.org.
uk/ourwork/enjoying/countrysidecode/
keepdogs.aspx.
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Community Evening Classes

Oh NO IT ISN’T

Why not enjoy the ‘Pebbles
finish’ in your own home?
Housekeeping & Cleaning
(Domestic & Holiday Home)
Telephone: 01548 843680

Pebbles of Salcombe Ltd
4 Island Square, Island St, Salcombe

www.pebblesofsalcombe.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

For 8 weeks between January 26th and March 23rd, St
George’s Church, Modbury, will be open on Wednesday
evenings for you to learn a new skill, brush up an old one
or just try something different.

Thanks to the willing enthusiasm of local “experts” we are able to offer the following
courses :
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Learning the guitar (8 weeks with Paul Woodcock)
Flower arranging (4 weeks with Rosemary Wilson)
Navigation skills (4 weeks with Alan Miller- Williams and Roger Pickles)
French for beginners or rusty speakers (8 weeks with Chris Hodson and Kathy
Milthorp)
A Bible Overview (4 weeks with Neil Barker)
Tile mosaics (4 weeks with Catherine Speight)
Gardening (2 weeks with local enthusiasts)
Hand bell ringing (2 weeks with Gill Jolly)
1 week taster sessions in Oil Painting (Diana Booth) Watercolours (Les
Howard) Silk Painting (Sylvia Mears) Jewellery making (Mary Pearson)

No previous skill or knowledge is needed for any of these courses, though a sense of
humour is essential for them all.
The evenings will start at 7.15 pm and finish at 9.30pm with a 15 minute
refreshment break.
All sessions will cost £2.50 (materials extra) and we will ask you to sign up
for courses on January 19th between 7pm and 8pm in St George’s.
Full details about the courses will be available in January.
Contact Carole James 01548 830804 or carole.james@btinternet.com

Have a Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year
Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Neighbourly Watch

Sarah’s Shop Talk

I

would like firstly to say
a big thank you to all of
you who have supported
the shop over the last 2 ½
months, the time has flown
by. From what I hear most
of you are happy with what
I am stocking, however if
there is anything else you
would wish to see me stock
please let me know and I will
certainly look into it.
The business with the
Post Office has taken longer
than anticipated. A Contract
was offered by which the
Post Office is open 44 hours
a week, the commission I
will receive for that, which
is item based, works out at
approximately 85p per hour,
receiving no remuneration
for any of the backroom
paperwork, stocktaking,
etc. This was not the Job
Specification on the website
when I went online to apply

or that the gentleman
who interviewed me
had in front of him.
As mAGpie goes to
press, the Committee
and I are working to
resolve this as soon
as possible, and I will
keep you informed.
And just a reminder
that I do have a stock
of stamps and offer a
cashback service.
December is upon
us, so take the bother out
of your Christmas shopping
with the Aveton Gifford
Village Shop Christmas
Box Scheme:- From your
meat and vegetables to your
Boxing Day tipples, we
have a selection
to suit all palates
and purses.
Remember: if
you can’t spot
what you’re

BIG THANK YOU
This copy of mAGpie is delivered to your door
thanks to a number of committed volunteers.
The pages are compiled by Amy Clayton, who
also adds the illustrations; Ken Doughty puts
his eagle eye over the words to ensure that
it is as right as can be; John Coates takes on
the role of editor in chief and a number of
villagers kindly prepare regular contributions.
After printing, it is then over to Pat and Delia
to count out the required number of copies
for each of the distributors. Finally the shoe
leather is used to get this copy through your
letterbox.
Like so many willing volunteers their time and
efforts deserve our grateful thanks.
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I

looking for – just ask in the
shop and we’ll see what we
can do!
Get a Booklet, available
from the Shop, place your
order and I will do the rest.
And a very Merry
Christmas

Web design with zest.
I am a well qualified and experienced web designer
and I’m now able to work full-time from the studio in
my home in Aveton Gifford offering the following:
Quality, bespoke web design with a
personal touch.
Complete design package, including
graphics, video, audio & flash animation.
Professional and personal service with
excellent communication.
Contact Amy Clayton for a free consultation.
email: amy@limelight-webstudio.co.uk
phone: 07796 266559
web: www.limelight-webstudio.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

t is already a cold winter,
and if you cast your mind
back to last winter there
were long periods of severe
weather when the best place
was inside and doing your
best to keep warm. There
are many people in Aveton
Gifford who already ‘keep
an eye’ on their neighbours,
especially on those who find
a hard winter a challenge in
getting out and about.
Just the odd phone call

or a knock on the door can
make us all aware of where
a little help might make a
difference. The sharing of
a trip to the Village Shop
for some essentials can
make a big difference. If
you are in need of help, let
your neighbours know, or if
there is no one around call
the police non-emergency
line on 08452 777 444.
Keep this number on a
card close to your ‘phone

or programme it in to your
phone – you never know
when you might need it.

December diary dates for Aveton Gifford Memorial Hall
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
Wednesday 1st 		
3.30-4.30pm
Children’s Drama Club – term ends 15th
Wednesday 1st 		
6.00-9.00pm
Yoga for You – 2 classes, 6.oo-7.30 and 7.30					9.00 – term ends 15th
Thursday 2nd		
7.00-8.45pm
Line Dancing
Monday 6th		
7.30pm		
Parish Council Meeting
Thursday 9th		
7.30pm		
W.I. – Christmas Miscellany
Thursday 16th		
7.00-8.45pm
Line Dancing
Regular events
Mondays

9.15-11.45am
3.00-4.30pm

		
		

Parents & Toddlers
Monday Club

Tuesdays

9.15-11.45am
7.30-9.30pm

		
		

Pre-School
Lupridge Singers - term ends 7th

Wednesdays
9.15-11.45am
		
Pre-School
			3.30-4:30pm		Children’s Drama Club
			
7.30 - 9.00pm		
Yoga for You (not the 20th)
Thursdays

9.15-11.45am
		
7.00pm - 8.45pm

Pre-School
Line Dancing (not the 9th)

Fridays

9.15-11.45am
11.45-1.00pm
1.00-3.30pm

Pre-School
Pre-School Lunch Club
Pre-School - afternoon session

		
		

School and Pre-School break up Friday 17th. Parents & Toddlers break up Monday 13th.
Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Know your Parish

by Ken Doughty

The Recreation and Play Area

T

he west side of the
village used to be
known as the Town Marsh,
an extremely boggy area,
part of the manorial lands
of the parish. In 1931 the
Parish Council enquired
of the Lord of the Manor
whether he would make it
available to them and he
agreed to this for the sum
of £100. The Kingsbridge
Rural District Council was
accordingly approached and
requested to carry out the
necessary legal and fiscal
actions to achieve this,
which they did by applying a
6d rate to the Parish. When
the legal dust had settled it
became apparent that the
Rural District Council had
obtained ownership and
not the Parish, which had
actually paid for it!
The Parish were
graciously allowed the use
of the land at a modest rent
of £1 per annum and it
was used for the dumping
of rubbish, the keeping of
geese and other appropriate
activities.
In 1954 the idea of
a children’s play at the
northern end was mooted
and a public meeting was
called in November of that
year calling for agreement to
expenditure on the project,
assisted by financial support
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from the
Playing Field
Association.
Sadly the
meeting was
so poorly
attended that
the matter
was “left on
the table”.
In 1963
work was
proposed on
the widening
of the hill to
The Bridges Play area prior to the latest
Kingsbridge
work
and at a
special
to pay for its repair. The
parish meeting held that
story since then has been
November, there was a large
one of replacement and
majority vote for allowing
improvement, with a
the spoil from these works
fence to keep dogs out
to be dumped on the Town
being erected in 1986 and
Marsh, thus creating an area
better safety surfaces being
for recreation. By March
installed in 1989.
1967 this work had been
Now a new era begins as
completed and the grassing
outlined in the June/July
of the area commenced.
issue of “mAGpie” which
In due course, the matter
Parish children will be able
that had been “left on the
to enjoy for many years to
table” was brought forward
come. In keeping with this
and the Bridges Play Area
new start, the recreation
created at the northern end
area, with its football pitch,
as originally proposed.
is now called “Parson’s
In 1973 the equipment
Green”. The children’s’
was reported to be in good
recreation area will continue
condition, but in March
to be termed “The Bridges
1977 somebody broke
Play Area” a name coined
the “horse”. Fortunately
by the South Hams District
the miscreants were
Council who succeeded
apprehended and made
Kingsbridge R.D.C.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Nature Notes
Birds of Prey Day

O

n the 1st of October
the marshes above the
weir were in full flood due
to heavy rain the previous
night. I drove to Knapmill
hoping to see some of the
rarer species of duck but
due to deep water on the
road I was forced to park
my car. On getting out I
noticed two-three hundred
swallows and housemartins
hunting low over the marsh.
Suddenly they started giving
alarm calls and I sighted
a Hobby chasing them.
Because of the flooding I
decided to walk part way
up Hoppy Green Lane
and across the fields to the
old village cricket pitch to
try and find some Grey
Partridges which the farmer
said he had recently seen.
Above the copse by the
old barn three Buzzards
were soaring and mobbing

M

by Rodney Bone

one of them
Autumn Highlights
was a female
Sparrowhawk
The Glossy Ibis remained until the
and she was
23rd September.
soon joined by
her mate.
15 Sept 1 Grey Phalarope (small
Over a
wader). A first for the R.Avon
stubble field
26 Sept 3 Black Tailed Godwits
close by a
29 Sept 1st Common Gull returns
female Kestrel
was hovering
1st Oct 1 Hobby
and a male was
4th Oct 7 Greenshank
flying low over
the stubble.
9th Oct Covey of Six Partridges
A little later
10th Oct 9 Turnstone at Bantham
a small flock of
15 Nov 1 Purple Sandpiper at Bantham
wood pigeons
suddenly shot
out of a tree
Parish Housemartin population showed
and I saw a
a small increase from last year. 75 pairs
Peregrine
(64 2009)
Falcon
find the partridges (six seen
soaring above.
on the 9th October) but to
I watched it circling
see five species of birds of
higher and higher until it
prey in one afternoon was
disappeared above the low
certainly very lucky.
clouds. I didn’t manage to

Musical Diary Date

ake a note a note in your New Year Diary –
Saturday January 22nd for a Music Concert of the
widest variety that Aveton Gifford can find. Rob Ford is
the local impresario who is twisting the arms of the finest
of local talent to entertain us in the Memorial Hall.
The ink is only just dry on the contract for a Sea
Shanty Singing Group (be careful how you read it) to
join in with well known local bands and singers for a
jolly good time on a winter’s evening. Tickets from
the Community Shop from just before Christmas.
Refreshments will be available, but bring your own bottle
of something uplifting and reviving.
Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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The Minister’s Review

Parish Plan
pushes on

T

by Rev Neil Barker

A

s we journey through
this month, the
message “Happy Christmas”
will come to us and from us
in many different ways.
Day after day as we open
our post and others open
the cards we send, it will
be there. We will all have
to decide who to keep on
the list and who to cross
off. In bright decorations
in shops and illuminations
it will catch our eye; it
will be shouted from TV
advertisements; whispered
in a midnight carol or felt
in the gift that tells us that
someone is thinking of us.
But in a world far from
“Happy” at Christmas,
or any other time of year,
some will echo Scrooge’s

“Bah! Humbug!”, unable to
see what it’s all about and
questioning: “Why happy?”
Instead of writing, or
shouting from a long way
away, God came in person
to visit the world, to get
alongside people in Jesus,
the living message. And the
message was and is that we
are loved; loved more than
we could imagine; loved
more than we realize. Not
crossed off the list, but only
when the message finds
us and we receive it, does
it make the
difference which
transforms our
lives, as it did
those who first
received it.
May the joy

of the angels, the wonder of
the shepherds and the peace
of Christ fill your hearts this
Christmas time.

Memories at Christmas

C

hristmas is a time for celebration and
reflection. The flower arrangements in
St Andrews Church during the Christmas
season can include a flower in memory of
a loved one. If you would like to make this
individual tribute please give the name of
whom you wish to remember, together
with a donation, to Karen Rowse (01803)
867097. The names will be written on a
commemorative card.
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Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Flowers by Rachael
Rachael Quick ICSF

he initial meeting to set the Parish off on
the road to create a new Parish Plan was
on the last Friday in November. The aim was
to understand why AG needs a Parish Plan, and
what can be achieved with it.
A good attendance led on to a very wide
range of wishes and wants being expressed. The
topics covered included the speed and quantity
of traffic through Fore Street, access to the
Estuary, Renewable Energy, broadband and car
parking which are the long term difficulties that
till need attention; then there were suggestions
of having lockable cycle racks, greater quantities
of information about the wildlife in the Parish.
This is just the start. The information
gathered so far will help the design of a
questionnaire which will be delivered for
completion to each house in the Parish; so
although you might have missed the initial
opportunity to air your views, they can be
included later in the process.

tel: 01548 550642
mobile 07989 771382
weddings
funerals
special occasions
parties/functions
home appointments
seasonal decorations for every occasion
Former of Rosemary, est 25 years family business

MOBILE HAIR STYLIST
TEL: 0777 992 3502
Too busy to get to the hairdressers?
Then, let me come to you!.
I am a fully qualified, professional hairdresser.

Diary on Community Website
If you are planning an
event can you please include
it in the information on the
Community Website - www.
aveton-gifford.co.uk ? It will
avoid occasions when
there are more than one
activity being arranged
for us all to enjoy,
but also ‘spread’ these
Community Events over
a longer period.
It couldn’t be easier
to do – you will need to
register to gain access to
complete the dates etc.
Get to the front page
and down the left hand

side is the section to register
and log-in. Once you are
registered you can keep
us all up to date with the
events, where tickets can be

obtained, and what type of
event you are arranging.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Warm
yourself this
winter
Burn Tim’s Nuts
Briquettes made
from wood
shavings.
Delivered to your
Door

Tel 07967320225
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Tilly Downing

Curtains
Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

BSc, POD, MCh.S
STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

Home visits or in-surgery treatment

Three years training,
Very safe and thorough

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

FLETE
GARDENS

TEL: 01548 550072

The Laurels, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford

opposite the car park – near the school

Kids Stuff Good As New

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance

Come to buy best quality pre-owned children’s
clothes, toys, games, prams, nursery equipment
for children aged 0 – 11

Tel: 01548 830435

Daily Opening Hours 10.00am to 12.30pm
Monday to Saturday

Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

1A Weymouth buildings, Station yard,
Kingsbridge TQ7 1ES (above Rendles)

07958 931414

SOUTH EFFORD HOUSE
Residential Home for the Elderly
BRIDGE END, AVETON GIFFORD
KINGSBRIDGE, DEVON TQ7 4NX
Telephone & fax
Kingsbridge (01548) 550141
Quality care in a loving environment

Fine Shine Ltd
Carpets & Upholstery
Oriental Rugs
(collection for workshop cleaning)
Domestic & Commercial

Valeting
Car-Boat-Caravan
Workshop or mobile service
Why not leave your car with us
while you work or shop?

Contact: 01548 854313 mobile 07989 300453 or 07971 247375
Unit 10 Orchard industrial Estate, Poplar Drive Kingsbridge TQ7 1SF
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