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Report from Delia Elliott
There has been an excellent response to the request for
further support for the struggling Shop Committee, with
nine people being present at the meeting in the Village Pub
on January 6th. The business account is looking healthy with
grateful thanks to the fundraising activities over the past year.
These have included the very successful dog show, cream teas
at Grove Park, plant sales, sales of hand knitted gloves and
generous donations from individuals, as well as other groups in
the Village.
Why is so much money required? Having heard the list of
urgent requests for improvements needed and an additional
wish list, I can understand why an ongoing fundraising plan
is essential. The list of improvements required includes the
following
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1. Completion of the toilet compartment
2. Fitting out the new stockroom with shelves and securing
the windows
3. New baskets for the fruit and veg.
4. A cupboard to hide cigarettes…required by law
5. A new double fridge (the present one is costing a great deal
in repair charges)
6. New deeper shelves for the Shop, new newspaper stands
and replacement vegetable racking.

Please send any
article submissions
to our mAGpie email
address:

Magpie illustration by Barbara Anstey

mAGpie.inbox@gmail.com
Articles for issue number
97 must be submitted by
the 10th March 2015.

Issue no 96
Feb/Mar 15

There is also a wish list for items that are less urgent! In
addition, help is required with general upkeep, painting and
gardening. During the meeting there were many offers of help,
including the donation of materials.
New fundraising ideas included an ‘AG scenes’ photo
calendar for next year - so, photographers, please start thinking
about it!
Plant sales will continue, so all you gardeners kindly start to
plan what you may contribute.
continued on page 2
Deadline for copy for next issue: 10th Mar 2015

continued from page 1
A date has also been
identified for the 2015 AG
Dog Show:
Sunday 13th September
2015
Don’t forget to put the date
in your diary (and that of
your celebrity pooch).

The Shop Committee
will be meeting bimonthly
on the first Tuesday of
each month at 7.30pm in
the Fisherman’s. We realise
that not everyone wants
to be on a committee, but
`friends` who would like to

know about requests for
help and fundraising events
are invited to contact either
Jenny Reynolds (email:
reynolds756@btintrenet.
com) or Maggie Newsham
(email: newsham@
marshmills.co.uk).

Tennis Coaching in Aveton Gifford

I

n AG we are fortunate
to have an exceptionally
good tennis coach in Tim
Brearley. Lessons take
place regularly (throughout
the year) on the Village
court and cater for all
age groups and abilities.  

There is currently space
for more students for
both adult classes and
juniors. So, if you want
to learn or develop your
game and would like more
information, please contact
Tim on 07972 895975. It’s

a great way to keep fit - and
to have fun.

Myrtle Sercombe (Mickey)
27th May 1929-17th December 2014
A tribute by Delia Elliott, on behalf of the Parish Project Group
I came to know Mickey in recent years following my involvement with the
Parish Project Group. Mickey had an immense depth of knowledge of our Parish
and we have missed her guidance, humour and wisdom when failing health
prevented her from attending meetings over the past year.
Mickey met her husband, Gilbert, at the Ministry of Agriculture in Hampshire.
They married in 1952 and moved to Idston farm, then a 70 acre mixed farm.
Mickey had an impressive career before retiring in 1995: secretary at Beers
Solicitors, secretary at Kingsbridge Grammar School and finally Bursar at K B
Community College.
Gilbert became active on the Parish and District Councils and the couple
worked hard to push forward the building of the Bypass. Gilbert died in 1996,
but Mickey continued to be very active in the community. She was a founder
member of the Village Regatta Committee and the Parish Project Group, having
an important role in the production of the village map. For many years Mickey
was Treasurer and Honorary Secretary of the Loddiswell Show.
Mickey`s only son Tony died in September; our thoughts are with her daughterin-law Liz and all her family.
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Traffic Calming in AG - a History

W

hen I moved to the
Parish in 1980, Fore
Street was notorious for
heavy traffic and terrible
congestion. The building
of the Bypass in 1990
seemed like a miracle Fore Street was closed
and we celebrated with a
street party. Occasionally
buses would meet and that
seemed the worst problem.
However, the community
has changed over the
past 25 years; I suspect
there are more families
with school age children
living in the Parish and
housing development
and the expansion of
outlying hamlets with barn
conversions has enriched
the community. Concern
about the speed of traffic
through Fore St has
developed and been on the
Parish Council agenda, to
my knowledge, since 2008
- probably much longer !
Furthermore, the nature of
the traffic has changed: we
have more home delivery
vans, more local car owners
and Fore St is also used
as a through route from
the A38 to Salcombe and
Kingsbridge, via Church
Lane. On a positive note, at
least the buses now have a
one way
system.
Many
residents
of Fore
St have
front
doors

that open directly onto the
road, and the pavements are
very narrow. Negotiating
your way along the
road with children, or
a pushchair, can be a
nightmare, and certainly a
daunting experience for the
elderly.
Many different options
have been investigated
over the years; some, I
note, considered on several
different occasions. In 2011
there was a public meeting
when removal of parking
restrictions on one side of
Fore St was considered,
narrowing the road and
forming a single lane road.
Other schemes included a
cycle path to form a virtual
pavement, strategically
placed planters, flashing
20mph signs and many
more.
Throughout this time
the Highways Department
has been involved in
all discussions, and has
been asked for advice
on reducing the speed
and discouraging the rat
run through Fore Street.
Many of the suggestions
and solutions put forward
by us have been rejected
by DCC. This was either
because it was considered
the proposals would not
be effective / practical; or
were deemed to be more
dangerous than the situation
they were intended to
solve (eg. one way traffic,
virtual pavement and cycle
path); or they would restrict

the passage of the buses
(alternate parking down
Fore Street, increased pinch
point at Tree Corner).
The recent proposals to
install speed cushions and
20mph roundels have been
made by the Highways
Department and the cost
falls within the budget
allocated to us. We have had
to wait 3 years for our turn
for the budget allocation
which has to be spent
during the current financial
year. Moreover, we have
been told that 2014-15 is the
final year for any money for
Devon Highways schemes
like this as Government cuts
to county council budgets
have been so severe that
no more money can be
allocated after April.
The Highways
Department are aware
that the installation of
speed cushions may be
contentious but research
has shown that they are
effective in slowing traffic
and should reduce the ‘rat
run’ effect through Fore
Street.
Delia Elliott

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Soup and Pud lunches

T

here have now been 3
‘Soup and Pud’ lunches
in the Village Hall.
A choice of 2 delicious
home made soups and 2
homemade puddings is
offered, with bread and
butter and tea or coffee to
follow, all for £5.
We have had groups of
friends and we have also
had people on their own
who have joined others at

a table and enjoyed their
soup and conversation. It
provides a chance to meet
up and talk with different
people.
The Committee would
like to thank the ‘Soup and
Pud’ ladies for their hard
work in putting on such
events and mostly donating
the soup and the puds.
The next ‘Soup and Pud’
lunch is on February 14th

South Hams Business Networking Club
between 12 and 2 in the
Village Hall.
For further details please
ring Jan on 550981.

Meetings are at ‘The Crabshell Inn’, always on the last Friday of the month,
from 8am - 10am; covering the cost of a full English breakfast with coffee, they
provide the opportunity to network with like-minded people for £10.
Attendance is by invitation only so, to reserve a place, please contact Mr Peter
Shephard by Email: petershephard3@gmail.com - they may also be followed at:
www.breakfastclubtorbay.co.uk
After January 30th the next meeting will be on February 27th.

Village Hall Announcement
The Village Hall
Committee is negotiating
with the Diocese of Exeter
to amend the terms of the
agreement that transferred
the Hall to the Trustees
so that the provision
banning the sale of alcohol
is removed. This is

entirely for the purpose of
regularising the position
of the Village Shop, to
which sales of alcohol are
important. There is no
intention to seek a licence
for the sale of alcohol from
the Hall itself.
If you would like to

clarify or discuss anything,
please call me on 01548
559251.
John Gordon
Treasurer,
Village Hall Committee

mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine which is published bi-monthly
and distributed free of charge to every house in the parish, as well as through the
Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church – circulation 450.
Advertisers should please supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form. Please contact
Peter Javes (peter.javes@btinternet.com) for more information.
The table below shows the pa cost for 6 insertions:
Size
Whole page (A5)
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth of a page
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AG Parish resident
£
150
75
50
36

Already with a major networking group in Torbay for 7 years, this organisation
has now successfully expanded into the South Hams - the Club provides an
opportunity for people from the trades, services and professions to network
together and provide each other with business.

Non-resident
£
200
100
60
50

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Rare Find in the Parish

A

bout ten years ago we
decided to re-profile
our garden. It involved
digging off some tonnes of
soil to obtain the contours
we required, to place a new
greenhouse low enough
to allow views and to pick
up water from a spring
to feed a trough and the
greenhouse.
All the surplus soil was
removed to a topsoil heap
on the farm. One day, when
walking past this heap, I
noticed an unusual, smooth
green, oval stone with a hole
in it resting on the surface.
It was about seven inches
long, one inch thick and
heavy. I took it to the house
and it was variously used as
a feature in our fountain, a
weight for a rope, etc.
Delia noticed a ‘finds’ day
at Cookworthy Museum last
year so we took along this
stone and a piece of pottery
I had dug up in the veg.

garden. We arrived at
the Museum before
the ‘experts’ had
arrived, so we left the
finds and went for a
walk.
We came back to
find some excited
people discussing
a Neolithic axe, or
mace, head. They
were holding our stone!
Lots of photos were taken
and it is now posted on the
internet amongst similar
heads. The date is thought
to be 5000 BC as the hole is
rounded into the middle, as
though it had been drilled
from each side by an antler.
The later ones were drilled
with more parallel holes.
It had a profound effect
on us as we realised that
Chillaton was busy back
then and we imagined
the people living nearby.
Perhaps the superb spring
we have here was a reason

to settle or come here.
The next surprise was the
pottery piece being labelled
as a 13th Century pot
handle.
The mace head is still
with us and as one handles
it one wonders how many
others have used it to hit
or crush something. It also
gives us a reason to consider
the people wandering
around our home patch
7000 years ago. I wish
we could see them, and
wonder who lost it in the
soil and had to spend days
fashioning another one !
John Elliott.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Feb / Mar Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
FEBRUARY DIARY
Monday 2nd

7.00pm

Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 12th

7.30pm

WI – Bees and Bee Keeping with Jeremy Ena.
Visitors always welcome.

Saturday 14th

12-1.30pm ‘Soup and Pud’ lunch, £5 per person, raising funds 		
for the Village Hall

MARCH DIARY
Monday 2nd

7.00pm

Parish Council Meeting

Monday 9th

7.30pm

Memorial Hall Committee Meeting

Thursday 12th

7.30pm

WI – Musical Evening with Richard Bain. Visitors 		
always welcome.

Regular Events
Mondays

3.00-4.30pm

Monday Club

Wednesdays

7.00-8.00pm

Table Tennis Club – All ages welcome. Equipment
provided. £1.50 per session.

Reminder: Lupridge Singers now rehearse at Modbury QE2 pavilion.
Pre-School at ‘The Hive’
Tuesday, Wednesday &
Friday

9.00-12.00
12.00-1.00
1.00-3.30

Morning sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon sessions

Thursday

9.00-12.00
12.00-1.00

Morning sessions
Lunch Club
No afternoon session

Monday

9.45-11.45am

Parents & Toddlers

• No Breakfast Club at present, but if demand increases or anyone is interested, please
contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920
• Break up for half term: Friday 13th February; back to school: Monday 23rd February
• Break up for Easter holiday: Friday 27th March.
For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition
has gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
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Parish Puzzlers

by Pippa Unwin

Valentine’s Crossword (answers on page 8)
Across
1. … is a many-splendoured
thing, makes the world go
round and is all you need (4)
3. When two people affectionately rub noses (6,4)
8. Judi Dench and Michael
Williams had a fine one of
these (7)
11. ‘Love-quarrels … in
pleasing concord end’ (3)
13. ‘Hold infinity in the
palm of your hand and eternity in an ………’ (4)
15. Significant Other (acronym) (2)
16. How Valentine’s Day
is known in Finland and
Estonia (7,3)
18, 32. They go together
like a horse and carriage (4)
20. Duelling sword (4)
21. The sixth note of a
music scale (3)
24. 17 was sent to Elba,
then St Helena for this
reason (5)
25. The most popular gift
on Valentine’s day (from
the garage shop on the way
home?) (7)
27. Greek God of Love (4)
30. Goes together with
ebony in perfect harmony
(5)
32. See 18 (8)
34. The muscular organ that
keeps you alive (5)
35. John Smith’s lover (10)
36. Agatha Christie, Alan
Titchmarsh and Angela Rippon have all had a variety

of this flower named after
them (4)
Down
2. Roman goddess of love
(5)
3. A romantic Goth (3)
4. First half of Maori greeting (3)
5. ‘… 1, … 34, let’s get together and feel alright’ (3)
6. Tristan’s lover (6)
7. Willy Wonka’s Factory (9)
9. Homer’s wife (5)
10. Maiden name indicator
(3)
12. American singer/songwriter in the film Valentine’s
Day (6,5)
14. You could have one of

these in the hay, when you
are sowing your wild oats
(4)
17. Josephine’s lover (8)
19. Italian-American silent
film actor (9)
22. Leander was holding out
for one of these (4)
23. ‘Roses are ….., Violets
are blue’ (3)
26. Beyonce said that if you
like it, you should put this
on it (4)
28. Juliet’s lover (5)
29. ‘To (Sidney Poitier), with
love’, sixties film (3)
31. Angel’s headgear (4)
33. Ms. Longoria, desperate
Housewife (3)

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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mAGpie Mouthfuls
Pancake Day Recipe

P

ancake Day originated
as a week-long pagan
festival to celebrate spring:
the hot, round pancakes
symbolised the sun. Later,
Christians observed Shrove
Tuesday (known as Mardi
Gras, or Fat Tuesday, in

by Pippa Unwin

France) when they would
consider the sins for which
they needed to repent and
bad habits that they should
give up. Folk would indulge
in eating richer, tastier food
before Ash Wednesday,
the first day of the fasting

and religious obligations
associated with forty days
of Lent. Pancakes were a
delicious way to use up rich
foods such as eggs, milk,
and sugar left in the pantry.

Ingredients
100g plain flour
2 large eggs
300ml milk (or buttermilk)
1 tbsp sunflower or vegetable oil, plus a little extra for frying
Possible fillings:
Lemon and sugar, or cinnamon
Golden syrup or honey
Chocolate spread
Bananas, berries or fruit compote with cream
Or try something savoury, with vegetables and cheese

Instructions
• Mix the batter ingredients in a bowl with a whisk, until smooth and lump free. Then leave
for ½ hour.
• The batter should be the consistency of double cream. If it seems too thick, add a little
extra milk, stirring until you have the correct runniness.
• When the pan is hot, wipe it with oiled kitchen paper. Pour half a ladle of batter into the
centre, quickly swirl the pan around to spread the batter over the pan in a thin and even
layer, then pour any excess batter into a jug. Cook for 1 min, or until golden and ready to
flip.
• To flip the pancakes, you can use a fish slice or spatula or, if you are brave, take the pan
handle in both hands and, with a sharp upward movement, flip the pancake over (and
catch it again!). Cook for another minute, or until golden.
• Serve up, add the filling of your choice and roll up your pancake, ready to eat.
Crossword Answers
Across: 1. Love 3. Eskimo Kiss 8. Romance 11. Oft 13. Hour 15. So 16. Friend’s Day 18.
Love 20. Epee 21. Lah 24. Exile 25. Flowers 27. Eros 30. Ivory 32. Marriage 34. Heart
35, Pocahontas 36. Rose
Down: 2. Venus 3. Emo 4. Kia 5. One 6. Isolde 7. Chocolate 9. Marge 10. Nee 12. Taylor
Swift 14. Roll 17. Napoleon 19. Valentino 22. Hero 23. Red 26. Ring 28. Romeo 29. Sir
31. Halo 33. Eva
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This is ‘Village Cricket’
A

veton Gifford Cricket
Club is starting its
preparations for the 2015
season, so come & join
in - new members are very
welcome.
Indoor cricket nets will
start soon, taking place at
the Kingsbridge Sports
Centre. Young or old, all
are welcome to take part;
a qualified Devon Seniors
coach will be on hand to
give advice.
Net sessions will take
place on Sundays between
11am and 12-30pm on the

following dates:
• March 22nd and 29th
• April 12th, 19th and
26th
• May 3rd
Home fixtures during
the playing season take
place at the ground, which
is at the top of the Village
and has a clubhouse and
nets; all is within easy
walking distance and there
is loads of parking. It is a
great place also to enjoy
a social afternoon; teas
served around 5pm, with
marvellous surroundings

and wonderful views.
Social events include car
boot sales, games nights
and a charity match in July
(dates to be announced in
due course)
Contact details:
Mike Bagley
• 01548 550068;
• mobile 07970 076980;
• email fairwinds4sw@
gmail.com

.
Next stop..
Pickles

!
Modburyin

Outdoor

a
....on the m te.
93 bus rou ly

DIY

s or on
Regular buse
r, with
minutes by ca
.
easy parking

Pet
Leisure

House
& Home
Toys
Fuel

Garden

With regular special offers ...we stock everything
from cookware to pet products, thousands
of items available at Modbury’s one stop shop.
“delivery service available”

2 Broad Street . Modbury PL21 0PS . Tel : 01548 830412 . www.picklesmodbury.co.uk
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Grove Park Stories

by Jocelyn
Ponting

Grove Park Farm in 1948

I

n 1948, when we
arrived at Grove Park
Homestead, it consisted
of the house and all those
stone barns necessary for
mixed farming in the early
19th and 20th Centuries.
There had been very little
change in the intervening
years: cattle, pigs, sheep and
the all-important horses
were housed in stone
buildings that were original,
though slightly altered over
the centuries.
The horses were well
cared for in the building
we have always called the
Granary on account of its
usage for storing loose corn
over half of the top floor.
We think a stable boy might
have slept in the other half
and worked on the cleaning
of leather, brasses and other
accoutrements. Below the
stable boy’s area was the
carriage house with its
cobbled floor and next to

10

it, with square, cream, firedclay tiles, stabling for two
horses.
Stone steps led to the top
floor and I can remember
men carrying big West
of England hessian sacks
up those steps, with each
sack holding over two
hundredweight of grain.
The men held a viciouslooking tool in their left
hand which they jabbed
into the lower part of the
sack, while grabbing the
top with the other hand,
so they could carry it up
the steps and pour the
grain onto the floor. It was
piled into a volcano shape
around a plugged hole in
the floor, below which was
a belt-driven crusher which
prepared the oats or barley
for the animals to eat. Our
newly acquired tractor was
parked outside and used to
turn the belt that drove the
crusher. It was our job as
children
to be up
above,
ready to
take the
bung out
of the
hole in
the floor,
and keep
the corn
flowing
down

until Dad shouted ‘Stop’;
we then jammed the bung
in. We soon learned to be
quick enough, as we had to
clear up what was spilt on
the floor below!
The level of the single
storey shed parallel to
the Granary was unusual
as the roof followed the
slope of the land. The
building consisted of a
separate scullery attached
to the house, a coal shed, a
Victorian wood shed and a
cart shed where Dad kept
his Standard Fordson TVO
tractor. The wood shed had
a cat hole at ground level
as a wood pile was a cosy
warm hide for rodents.
The area outside the wood
shed door was known as
the Wood Yard and I recall
enjoying ‘helping’ Dad lean
the the long wood branches
that would be sawn up later
in the year. I was taught at
an early age to chop wood
and sharpen my axe to chop
kindling wood. I loved it!
The largest barn was the
old threshing barn that still
has the threshing bar where
the corn was laid for the
winnowing. This was when
the flail whacked the stalks
and released the grain and
was done with both barn
doors open and the wide
tall door opposite also flung
wide to help whisk away the

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

attractive?
I do not
know whose
binder Dad
hired to
bind the
corn into
sheaves,
but it may
have been
Bert Camp
(seen in the
By Mark Robinson, via Wikimedia Commons
photo) who
lived only
chaff in the draft.
½
a
mile
from
us
at Ley
A flail is an instrument
Farm. After binding about
for threshing corn by hand
six sheaves they were then
that consists of a wooden
stood up into stooks and
staff or handle, at the end
left to dry out. I still recall
of which is a stouter and
the tension of hoping it
shorter pole, or club, hung
would not rain.
so as to swing freely. (I have
I was so proud when
read it is called a swingle or
I
was
asked to steer the
swipple) The leather joining
tractor between the tidy
the two was kept supple by
rows of sheaves of corn
drawing it across a block
that had been stooked.
of wax and there is still the
Aged eight years, I drove
hole in the wall beside the
slowly while others threw
entrance door where this
the sheaves onto the trailer.
wax was kept ready for use.
This saved a man getting
The flail separates the grain
on and off the tractor. I
from the husk or chaff.
drove to the end of the field
Dad’s first harvest was
where Dad did the turning
an exciting time for my
so I could continue along
sister Patience and I because
the next row. When the
when we lived at Marldon
trailer was full the sheaves
we were not allowed
were
anywhere near the farm
driven
unattended as there was so
down to
much access to the road.
a field
At Grove Park there was
nearer
no direct access onto the
the barns
road and we were allowed
to be
to wander over all the
stacked
fields. What a joy that was.
and
Even though we were told
covered
not to trespass, we did of
for
course. Why is it that distant
threshing
fields are so much more
later on.

My sister, aged 5, and I were
left to play until the men
returned with the tractor
and trailer. We were often
sent in the house to help
Mum carry out the drinks as
it was very thirsty work and,
if it was lunchtime, there
was a basket of sandwiches
and cake for everybody.
On one occasion, while
we were in the field awaiting
the return of the trailer, a
rabbit dashed into a stook
of corn trying to flee out
of sight. I had for years
seen the men kill a rabbit,
so I just dashed after it and
dispatched it as they did;
I still recall my horror at
what I had done and was
never able to kill anything
after this event. We were
however always glad of
rabbit as a free meal.
I may be looking back
through rose coloured
spectacles, but nothing I did
aged eight seemed like work
- it was just fun. The older
we got the more complex
the tasks and I recall my
childhood as an enjoyable
apprenticeship to farming.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Fisherman’s Rest
F

irstly, a big ‘thank
you’ to all those who
supported us over the
festive period.
New Year was a real hit
again with the Raggle Taggle
Band and Steve, ‘the disco’,
Friend producing a laughterpacked, strictly-dancing,
Irish jigging, generally allround good night.
If the decorations are
down and things are now
looking a little bare, cheer
up, spring is not far away
and things are ticking along
nicely at the Fisherman’s.
Saturday 14th February
is Valentine’s Night, so
why not treat a loved one

or special friend to a hearts
and flowers themed meal ?
Quiz nights are always
a lot of fun and take place
regularly on the second
Thursday of each month.
The next two competitions
will take place on February
12th and March 12th: from
7:30pm, with the quiz itself
starting at 8:00.
Knit and natter has
started again after Christmas
with regular sessions held
at 10:30 am on the first
and third Tuesday of each
month. There’s normally a
lively little crowd so come
along and have a chat about
any craft you enjoy, or just
have a coffee in friendly
company.
Finally don’t forget that
Fish and Chips evenings
are held every Friday, from
7 pm.
For all events please call
or email for more details.
If you have any
suggestions or requests
for fun nights or food

Mewstone Masonry
Avon Bridge, Avon Gifford
www.mewstonemasonry.co.uk Tel: 07811 489230
email: pippa@mewstonemasonry.co.uk
Sculpture, Fireplaces, Lettering, Architectural stone,
Restoration; I also run carving courses (gift vouchers
available). Feel free to call in to my workshop on the
bridge to see what I am working on.
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JAZZ AT THE
FISHERMAN’S
AVETON GIFFORD

01548
550284

themed nights during
March please email me on
atheniacapewell@live.co.uk
We have loads of facilities
with a large screen TV, a
Wii dart board, a pool table,
and plenty of room for
dancing or chatting.
There are also a few of us
who are thinking of trying
to learn Euchre - is anyone
interested ???? Please
contact Athenia if you are.
[Editor’s note: Wikipedia
says that Euchre is a tricktaking card game most
commonly played with four
people in two partnerships
with a deck of 24, or
sometimes 32, standard
playing cards]

Tilly Downing
BSc, POD, MCh.S
STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

“Kingsbridge Jazz Club” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s Rest on the first
Tuesday of each month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has become a unique
venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the next 2 months are as follows:
* 3rd February ~ Dart Valley Stompers
* 3rd March ~ John Burgess’ Jelly Bean Jazz Band
For more information on Bands go to:
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club/

BIGBURY GOLF CLUB
Have you heard the buzz at Bigbury
from the Juniors to the Seniors?
Looking to join a new Golf Club?
Membership available with NO JOINING FEE (temporarily suspended)
99Superb course with great greens, good all year round
99Stunning scenery in all directions
99Famously friendly atmosphere
99Encouragement for all ages, male and female

Home visits or in-surgery treatment

Three years training,
Very safe and thorough

TEL: 01548 550072

The Laurels, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford

opposite the car park – near the school

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Please call 01548 810557
Ask for Nigel Blenkarne
PGA Master Professional		

www.bigburygolfclub.co.uk

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

13

Nature Notes

Village Memories

by Rodney Bone

Maximum Monthly Wader &
Wildfowl Counts 2014
Species
Little Grebe
Cormorant
Shag
Little Egret
Mute Swan
Whooper Swan
Canada Goose
Shelduck
Wigeon
Shoveler
Gadwall
Teal
Mallard
Pintail
Garganey
Oyster Catcher
Ringed Plover
Little Ringed
Plover
Lapwing
Little Stint
Curlew Sandpiper
Dunlin
Ruff
Common Snipe
Black.T.Godwit
Bar.T.Godwit
Whimbrel
Curlew
Redshank
Greenshank
Green Sandpiper
Common Sandpiper
Turnstone
Glossy Ibis
Grey Heron
Egyptian Goose
Mandarin Duck
Moorhen
Kingfisher
Water Rail

14

I

Jan
4
4
11
33
68

Feb

Mar

Apr

May Jun

July

Aug

2
2
18
60

1

2

2

2

1

19
76

35
58

18
52

60
18

5
24
80
6

95
44
30
5

76
43

7
19

5
22

4

236

120

15
60

14

5

2

45
2
1
2
1

93

120

2

2

Sep
1
4

Oct
3
3

40
32

32
67

24
99

20
2

57
1

450
2
1

20
118
3
600
2
85
27
220
17
4

50

170

14
200

1

1
30

8
5

Nov
3
4
5
18
123

Dec
5
3
5
16
135

250
11
45

61
14
100

2
50
250

90
338

20

12

40

3

2
1
1
3

2
3

36
4
3

36
6
3

9
4
3

3

5

4

5
1
4
2
8
2
2

1

14
3
2
3

6

2
3
1

1
3

9

7

2
26
2

14
1
3
3

4
1
1
5
1
1

3
4

4

24
6
2

2

3
32
1
1
7

32
1
4
1

31
3
4

24
3
3

11

6

6

4

5

5
4

3
1

6
1

7
2

6
2

4
2

5
3

6
5

3
4

12
2

10
1
1

7
1

2
2

9
2

2
2

2
3

7
5

8
4

not return. Their cheerful,
chirpy chatter is with us all
the time as their home is a
thick honeysuckle bush that
gives them good protection
from Sparrow Hawks.
I still think in terms of
yards, feet and inches and
get confused with pounds
versus kilos. I managed
to overcook the Christmas
goose by multiplying its
weight in kilos by 2.2045,
instead of dividing. I’ve
learnt my lesson well.
I heard a woman
nutritionist forecasting
what we would be eating
in five years’ time. She
talked of ‘mini livestock’
and ‘grasshopper burgers’.
I only hope she kills them
first - which immediately
took me back 80 years to a

schoolboy joke! A WI choir
was rehearsing in the village
hall and an old professor
was outside bending his ear
to the ground listening to
his beloved grasshoppers.
A woman passes by and
listens to the melodious
sounds of the Messiah.
‘What beautiful music’, she
says to the old man. ‘Yes’,
says he, ‘and to think they
do it by rubbing their legs
together’.
A Happy New Year to
you all.

3

3
1

2
2

t’s nearly halfway through
January as I write and
hopefully the weather will
stay mild. We have about
60 birds of all types coming
to our six feeding stations
and I am pleased that both
my daughters are as keen
as I am to keep their food
topped up. We get the
occasional Woodpecker
coming to the fat balls; he
doesn’t stay long, just a half
dozen bites and off again
with his characteristic call. I
defy anybody to count the
tits; they are in and off again
with a seed in their mouth,
to a nearby bush, devouring
it and holding it between
their claws. The eight
resident Sparrows we feed
all year round because they
would leave us and might

by
David Balkwill

4
2
1
9
2

4
2
1
12
2
1

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Winter Highlights
by Rod Bone & Eric Wotton
11 Nov: 1 Male Mandarin
Duck, 1st six Redwings of
the winter.
14 Nov: 1 Merlin
25 Nov: 1 female Black
Redstart (Village)
28 Nov: 1 Firecrest, 40
Lapwing (S.Efford Marsh)
29 Nov: 1st two
snowdrops open
2 Dec: 1 very late Swallow

6 Dec: 90 Teal (S.Efford
Marsh)
12 Dec: 1 Tortoiseshell
Butterfly
18-19 Dec: 1 Glaucous
Gull - my 1st record for the
estuary
21 Dec: 338 Mallard the highest number ever
recorded.
23 Dec: 135 Mute Swan -

the highest number ever
recorded.
1st Jan: 1 pair Shoveller
Duck (S.Efford Marsh)
2 Jan: 4 Water Pipits
(S.Efford Marsh)
5 Jan: 65 Lapwing

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Know your Parish
Lime Kilns and Barges

I

f you walk to the end of
Stakes Road and head
for the edge of the River
at low tide you will see, on
the bend, tracks embedded
in the soft rock. These are
marks made by horse-drawn
carts which, it is said, used
to be taken across the River
at low tide to get to the
lime kiln at the mouth of
Stiddicombe Creek, on the
other side, further down.
That kiln, and the one on
the right of the tidal road,
are the only survivors of the
many kilns that dotted the
Avon Estuary, between the
bridge and the mouth, from
the 17th century onwards.
In 1795 the Rev. John Swete
described a kiln by the
Bridge as having decorative
turrets added to make it
more ornamental to the
residents of South
Efford House.
The purpose of
the kilns was to
produce quicklime,
also called slaked
lime. Kindling with
some thicker wood
was placed in the
kiln, followed by
coal and broken
up limestone. The
fire was ignited
and left to burn for
several hours, after
which the resulting
quicklime was

16

by Ken Doughty

removed and sold by the
bushel. The powdery result
had many uses: for example,
farmers spread it on arable
fields to counteract the acid
Devon soil; stonemasons
who used the stone for
building made lime mortar
to join blocks together and
used lime wash to apply to
walls.
Wood for the fires could
be sourced locally, but
limestone and coal were
brought into Bantham
by sailing coasters with
limestone from Plymouth
and coal (known as culm)
from South Wales. After
unloading at Bantham their
cargoes were transferred to
barges and delivered to the
various kilns, which was
the reason they were sited
alongside navigable waters.

The early barges had sails
and sweeps (long oars) to
aid navigation of the tricky
waters of the Avon, but the
last to be built, for the aptly
named Mrs Burner, the
coal merchant in Aveton
Gifford, was propelled by
punting, making use of the
tidal flow to get along. The
photograph below, taken
by James Ruth before 1910,
shows it being unloaded
just below the Bridge.
Before the First World
War the barge was cleaned
out twice a year and used
to convey trestle tables,
benches, a harmonium
and about 60 villagers for
a picnic at Bantham, going
down on a falling tide and
coming back on a rising
one.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

The Minister’s
Review
by
Michael Tagent

‘Practise what you preach!’

I

n recent months hardly a
day has gone by without
a new allegation of child
abuse and, in some cases,
these allegations go back 40
years. Where they are true,
the perpetrators should
be punished severely, but
we do need to uphold the
principle that a person is
innocent until proved guilty.
Abusers ruin the lives of
children and betray the trust
and respect in which they
themselves were held; they
leave us feeling hurt and let
down. We expect people to
practise what they preach,
especially where church
people are concerned.
But what we preach
matters a lot. Christians
are people who believe in
Jesus Christ as their Lord
and Saviour, and who are
to demonstrate this in their
lives by what they say and
do. It’s not a question of
belief or behaviour, but of
both. Belief in Jesus secures
our salvation, and behaviour
proves its reality. As Jesus
warned, ‘not everyone who
says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’,
will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only he who
does the will of my Father
who is in heaven.’

How well do we live up
to God’s standards? ‘You’re
hypocrites’, people say,
when what we do falls short
of what we profess. Our
reply should be, ‘I admit
I’m a hypocrite, but I’m
doing my best, with God’s
help, not to be a hypocrite’.
The season of Lent is a
good time to take stock of
where we stand before God,
and to examine our lives

carefully. God promises to
forgive all our faults (sins)
if we truly repent, and to
guide us in His ways.
‘Lord Jesus, forgive my
sins. Help me to speak out
for you and to live my life
for you, today and for the
rest of my life.’
Michael Tagent

Feb / Mar at St Andrew’s
February Diary
Sun 1st

11.00am Family Service

Sun 8th

11.00am Holy Communion

Thurs 12th 2.30pm
Sun 15th

11.00am Morning Prayer

Wed 18th 7.30pm
Sun 22nd

Prayer Group, 5a Tidal View Close
Service at St. George’s Modbury
(Ash Wednesday)

11.00am Family Communion

March Diary
Sun 1st

11.00am Family Service

Tues 3rd

7.30pm

Sun 8th

11.00am Holy Communion

Thurs 12th 2.30pm

PCC
Prayer Group, 5a Tidal View Close

Sun 15th

11.00am Morning Prayer

Sun 22nd

10.30am Team service at Loddiswel

Sun 29th

10.30
Donkey Procession (Palm Sunday)
11.00am Family Communion

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Need help with paperwork?

GREENLANDS
Higher Wizaller

Surrounded by piles of paper and other bumpf?
In a muddle and don’t know where to start?

* FRESH EGGS

Call Diana Pring
for a FREE initial consultation

* Full Range of HOME GROWN Vegetable plants

All Sorted!

* Tomato and Strawberry plants

01548 511125 · www.allsorted.org.uk

* Bedding Plants and Basket plants
* Hanging Baskets and Basket Refill service available.

Claire Louise Hill

* MARBLE ART - Garden Ornaments - Wall Plaques

Professional Painter and Decorator

* Good range of Spanish Cookware

Bijou, 41 Icy Park, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LQ
Home 01548 559274

Bob and Brenda Coates
Tel. 01548 550491
Crafting heaven...
Workshops for
all ages and a
shop packed
with goodies
• Fun, informal workshops – beginners to
advanced
• Parties for children and adults – from sock
monkeys to silk knickers
• Regular knit and natter, Monday night craft
club

Award Winning – Fully Qualified – Fully Insured

Book online at www.
socialfabrictotnes.co.uk or 01803
866144 101 High St, Totnes, TQ9 5PF (top of The
Narrows, in the old Post office)
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FLETE
GARDENS

Curtains

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance

Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

Sewing, knitting, crochet, lampshades, felting,
embroidery, patchwork...
Our shop stocks a wide range of
quality craft books and kits, gorgeous yarn, patterns, needles and
accessories. Do come and browse.

Mobile 07976 129162

Tel: 01548 830435

Professional Cleaning Services
•
•
•
•

T: 01548 854313

Carpets, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
Stain & Odour Removal
Car-Boat-Caravan Wash & Valet
Gutter Vacuum

E:info@fine-shine.com		

•
•
•
•

Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
Window Cleaning
Pressure Washing

W:www.fine-shine.com

Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1SF

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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TALKING SHOP
We hope you had a lovely Christmas and we wish
you all a happy, healthy and prosperous 2015.
Many thanks to all who placed Christmas orders
with the shop and for the great feedback we have
had from you:
‘…the Christmas cake was the best cake I have ever
eaten’
‘…the turkey was delicious and beautifully moist’
‘…loved the Christmas chutney’.
We are delighted that you enjoyed the goodies the shop supplied.
Valentines Day, 14th February, is the next special event on the calendar and
once again we shall be stocking Bunns ‘n’ Crumbs’ special Valentines wonderful
cakes and tartlets. We will also be stocking cards, wrapping paper and chocolates.
We are now stocking a wide range of herbs and spices. Come and check them
out and if there are any not in stock let us know.
We still stock Marforna potatoes locally grown by Lidstones and still only 45p a
kilo. This versatile good tasting potato boils, roasts, makes great chips and so on.
Well worth a try.
We have a new member of our team working in the shop: we are pleased to
welcome Lauren Brimson - she is a great addition.
Mother’s Day, 15th March – another date for the diary and of course Bunns ‘n’
Crumbs will be baking some delicious cakes for the occasion.
Johnsons the dry cleaners: we are sorry to say that unfortunately we are no
longer able to offer this service – it appears that there has been a reorganisation
within Johnsons and we have been dropped. We had no notice and no
explanation! We will try to find another dry cleaners to offer the service.

Happy shopping at your Village Shop.
The Village Shop & Post Office is open 7 days a week:
Monday: 8am - 6pm
Tuesday: 8am -1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Wednesday: 8am - 6pm
Thursday: 8am - 6pm
Friday: 8:00am - 1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 1pm
The shop is closed for lunch Tuesday and Friday between 1pm & 2pm

Contact us on: Tel 01548 550996 Email: john@artashton.co.uk
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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