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S

aturday July 11th, 2-30pm, will see the St. Andrew’s Church
fete, our Village fete.So, look forward out of this cold start
to spring to a warm sunny afternoon in the Rectory Garden
and the Memorial Hall - there will be all the usual stalls and
entertainments, (plus some new ones), lots of cream teas and a
monster raffle.
Please mark this date in your diary and, closer to the day, start
making cakes, for both the cake stall and the catering; look for
any white elephants you no longer need, or bottles and goodies
for the tombola and look around your garden and allotment for
vegetable and flowers for sale on the produce stand. Books, CDs,
DVDs and videos, as well as art and craft items, are all welcome.
The Fete could not take place without your contributions and
support.
Funds raised at this event all go to our Parish church to help
pay its various expenses and, in doing so, release other money
which enables several charities to receive valuable contributions.

‘Aveton Gifford School
Past and Present’
Magpie illustration by Barbara Anstey

mAGpie.inbox@gmail.com
Articles for issue number
98 must be submitted by
the 10th May 2015.

Issue no 97
Apr/May 15

T

his is to be the theme of the Parish Project Group display at
the Church Fete on July 11th. We hope to have a collection
of photographs and historical records; we also want former
pupils to join us and share memories of their schooldays. Do
you have any old school photographs that we might use? We
will be looking for ‘year groups’ but also records of other school
events such as sports days, Christmas entertainments etc.
Please contact Delia on 550298 or Ros on 550792.

Deadline for copy for next issue: 10th May 2015

Pippa goes Snow Carving in Chicago

A

t a stone-carving
festival recently,
two stonemason friends
mentioned that they had
just been to Breckenridge,
Colorado, to carve snow. I
asked if they ever needed
another team member and
in September received an
invitation to join them as
Snowcarvers Team GB.
As the illustrator in the
group, I submitted a design
(an old-fashioned lifeboat
riding up a wave, with 4
oarsmen and a helmsman)
to various snow festivals –
they take place world-wide,
from North America, the
Alps and Scandinavia, to
really massive events in
China. We were accepted by
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Chicago
Snow
Days,
which is a
week-long
event held
next to
Navy Pier,
beside
Lake
Missouri.
We
packed
all our
warmest
gear and
an odd
collection
of tools –
an axe, tile scrapers, edging
tools, a pruning saw, a
mattock, a chain with nuts
and bolts to act as
teeth and a billhook.
Snow Days flew
us out – our bags
of ‘weapons’ passed
through customs
without any fuss - then
put us up at the Hyatt
Regency, which is very
posh. Unfortunately,
there were only two
beds, so I had to sleep
on the floor.
We landed in a
blizzard, but the next
day was sunny so
we visited the Art
Institute, which is full
of famous paintings,
and went up the Willis
(Sears) Tower to look
right out over the
city. We saw scenes
from so many movies,

together. However, we
found that if we left buckets
of the powdery stuff inside
to warm up, we could use it
to plaster over the icy holes.
One of the US teams lent
us a fantastic stainless steel
chisel, 2” wide and 2’ long,
which I used for most of
the detailed work. They cost
about $400, so I don’t think
I’ll be buying one yet.
On the final morning,
the public were invited in to

judge the sculptures. The
sun came out and it got
really warm. By 8.30am, the
Germans’ sculpture had
fallen over; by lunchtime,
everything was melting
fast. We each judged the
other sculptures and at a
ceremony on Navy Pier, we
heard the results. The US
teams won the top three
prizes – the winning piece
was incredibly delicate,
skeleton hands holding

daisies; second and third
went to a fish swimming
up under a lily leaf and a
Chinese warrior fighting a
dragon. We won the Team
Spirit Award - possibly for
being the chattiest group…
It was a great trip and
wonderful to have the
chance to visit Chicago.
I’m already planning next
year –in the Dolomites
in Italy, with a chance of
skiing!

Film-making and Digital Democracy
meet at Surf Hams Filmfest 2015
many of them set under
the ‘El’(evated railway),
which forms The Loop in
downtown Chicago. We ate
Chicago pizza and hotdogs
and drank Goose Island
craft beers.
There were eight teams
competing in the festival:
three from the US, one
each from the Ukraine,
Argentina, Mexico and
Germany and us. Carving
snow is very different from
stone; obviously it is much
softer, but also it can be
stuck back on, which was
useful when I slipped while
carving the top oarsman and
knocked the rudder off as I
slid down the boat.
The quality of the snow
was not good: it was either
just icy lumps with gaps,
which made carving detail
impossible, or so dry and
powdery that it didn’t stick

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

T

he results of the
invitation to produce,
direct and edit a mini
masterpiece of home
cinema (as announced
mAGpie issue 95 page 3)
will be presented at 7:30pm
on Saturday April 25th in
the Village Hall.
This red-carpet première
is sure to attract stars from
near and far but admission
is only £4 for adults and
absolutely free for filmmakers and kids. Tickets
are available from Jim Neal,

The Reading Room, Baker’s
Hill (tel 550126) or through
the Shop.
The event is organised by
Surf Hams Film Collective
- where film-making and
digital democracy meet
- and they are displaying
trailers for the event at the
following address:
https://vimeo.com/
surfhamsfc/videos
… while last year’s
winner of the AG Palme
d’Or, ‘Secret Spot: Bigbury
Pipeline’, J-Dog’s search

for self and surf in south
Devon, can be admired at
…
https://vimeo.
com/85642762

2015 AVETON GIFFORD VILLAGE SHOW
8th August, Village Hall
Advance warning to keep the date free.
As usual there will be classes for vegetables, fruit and flowers, also cookery and
craft classes. We hope that this year there will be better support for all classes,
including the children’s classes.
So, children, gardeners, artists and craftsmen - get busy!
There will be further information about classes in the next issue of the mAGpie.
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION

Feb / Mar Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford

for

At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
APRIL DIARY

The 2016 Aveton Gifford Calendar to raise funds
for our Village Shop
We are looking for 12 fantastic shots for the first edition of the Aveton Gifford
calendar.

Thursday 9th
Monday 13th
Friday 24th

7.30pm
7.00pm
7.30pm

WI – Talk on the Mare and Foal Sanctuary with Sally Page
Parish Council Meeting
St Andrew’s Church Plant and Coffee Evening – plants,
cakes, produce, white elephant, books, raffle and
refreshments. Admission: adults 50p, children free. Proceeds
in aid of St Andrew’s.

Saturday 25th

7.30pm

Monday 27th

7.009.00pm

Aveton Gifford Film Evening – further information in this
magazine (page 3) and posters in the Village
Girls Night Out – an all female singing group that meets
(approximately) monthly

7am-10pm
7.00pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

Polling station – local and parliamentary elections
Parish Council Meeting
WI – AGM
Memorial Hall Committee AGM

All pictures must be taken within the parish of Aveton Gifford.
They can be of any subject that goes to making up Village life and the surrounding
countryside, such as views, events and activities, buildings, wild life… [family pictures
or portraits are not acceptable]
The competition is open to all residents of the Parish of
Aveton Gifford but amateur photographers only please [any
age].
50p an entry. Entries must be in by 30th June 2015
For more information please either go to the Aveton Gifford
website www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
or call at the Village Shop

REGULAR EVENTS
Mondays
3.00-4.30pm
Tuesdays
7.00pm-9.00pm
Wednesdays
7.00-8.00pm

Monday Club
Yoga Class with Stephen Harding
Table Tennis Club – All ages welcome. Equipment
provided. £1.50 per session.
Reminder: Lupridge Singers now rehearse at Modbury QE2 pavilion.

.
Next stop..
Pickles

!
Modburyin

Outdoor

a
....on the m te.
93 bus rou ly

DIY

s or on
Regular buse
r, with
minutes by ca
.
easy parking

Pet
Leisure

House
& Home
Toys
Fuel

Garden

With regular special offers ...we stock everything
from cookware to pet products, thousands
of items available at Modbury’s one stop shop.
“delivery service available”

2 Broad Street . Modbury PL21 0PS . Tel : 01548 830412 . www.picklesmodbury.co.uk
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MAY DIARY
Thursday 7th
Monday 11th
Thursday 14th
Monday 18th

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE’
Tuesday, Wednesday &
9.00-12.00
Friday
12.00-1.00
1.00-3.30
Thursday
9.00-12.00
12.00-1.00

Morning sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon sessions
Morning sessions
Lunch Club
No afternoon session
Monday
9.45-11.45am
Parents & Toddlers
• No Breakfast Club at present, but if demand increases or anyone is interested, please
contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920
• Back to school: Monday 13th April
• Half term: Monday 25th May
For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition
has gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Parish Puzzlers

News from the Hive

by Pippa Unwin

We’ll Be Together,
Whatever the Weather…

Crossword with a Village
theme (answers on page 14)
Across:
1. Court ………… , old
farm and B&B, near the
church (6)
4. This 22 joins Fore St. opposite Jubilee St. (6)
7. First name of Mr Overbeck of Sharpitor. (4)
9. Were ………., wooded
hill above the Tidal Road (4)
10. This gate controls the
water level on South Efford
Marsh (4)
11, 20 Down. Our village
(6,7)
12. Chillaton honey is made
by these (4)
15. Hamlet up the creek
from North Efford (9)
17. ….. Park, between
Glebelands and the Cricket
Pitch (3)
20. Herons are ………
than Little Egrets and Great
Egrets (7)
22. See 6 down
23. His rest, while he enjoys
a pint of 16 (10)
25. 23 was once known as
The ….. Tide (3)
27. When the tide is …..,
the tidal road is 31 (3)
28, 26 down. Our waterway
(5,4)
29. This Close is off Church
Lane (7)
31. When the tide is 27, the
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tidal road is …..(3)
32. This crosses 28, 26 (6)
Down:
2. see 13
3. This lane leads from the
phone box to the Green (9)
4. You can park this or your
car at Timbers (4)
5. Where lime was made (4)
6, 22 across. Road leading
from the postbox to the
allotments (4,4)
8. Dramatists in the old pub
(9)
13, 2. Our church is dedicated to him (2,6)

T

14. AGM and election
month (3)
16. Otters would enjoy this
in the 23 (3)
18. Old farm with fine music room near Idston (7)
19. Carpark where wood
was stored (7)
20. See 11 across
21. This Corner is at the
north end of the village (4)
24. There used to be four
of these to grind corn in the
Village (4)
26. See 28 across
30. 32 ...., the hamlet across
the 28, 26 (3)

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

his term, the children
at the Hive have been
exploring the topic of
weather. This means I’m
under strict instruction
to avoid any punning
references to their beaming
faces in the Red Nose Day
photo, or the flood of new
children who are starting
(nine, in fact – taking our
current numbers up to a
heady twenty-five), but it
would be remiss of me to
overlook the cloud which
briefly hovered over us
when – after a fantastic
fifteen years – Lizzie’s time
at AG Pre-School came
to an end. A predictably
appreciative gathering,
including older children and
parents, gave Lizzie a very
fond send-off and we wish
her every success in her
new direction: thank you,
Lizzie, for all your years of
dedication!
It’s a funny thing, the
British weather. Inevitably,
the staff at the Hive have
been met with dense clouds
through which to explore
the nature of sunlight, and
mildness when the plan was
to study ice. Still, it’s amazing just how creative one
can get with shaving foam
and potato flakes when
snow is what’s required, and
a trip to the Church to learn
the story of Noah’s flood

helped to
inspire
the children to
create a
colourful
rainbow
picture
of their
own.
You may
also have
seen the
preschool
children tromping around
the Village in various states
of costumery. This is all
part of the filming for their
entry to this year’s Film Premier Evening (April 25th),
but they’ve also been dressing up to explore Chinese
New Year – in addition to
trying Chinese food, listening to Chinese music and
discovering the story behind
the Chinese calendar. Closer
to home, the children also
had fun raising money for
Comic Relief and – most
recently – made Mothering
Sunday cards as a token of
their thanks.
All of us at the Hive are
very grateful for the ongoing support we receive from
this community: the £640
raised at the winter’s Barn
Dance has been put toward
the purchasing of new
musical instruments and

sports equipment to help
the children to develop their
artistic flair and physical coordination (not necessarily
at the same time!). In fact it
was topped up to over £700
by the 2015 return of last
year’s tremendously enjoyable Pancake Extravaganza:
a big ‘thank you’ to all those
of you who helped out or
took part in these events!
Our next event is planned
for May, so keep your eyes
peeled for information
about our 2015 Pub Quiz
fundraiser (a jolly good time
was had by all last year) and
with luck we’ll see some of
you at the Film Premier…
with your films too, we
hope. In the meantime, we
trust that the Hive will continue to go from strength to
strength, thanks in no small
part to the support of our
community – rain or shine!

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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AG People by Sue May

Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

The Fisherman’s Rest: Athenia’s Story

News from the Allotments

sk most people what
makes a village; it’s the
people, a shop, a school, a
church and a pub! We all
walk and drive past our pub
each day. Inside you’ll find
Athenia and Mark - busy,
it’s definitely not a 9 to
5 job. ‘There isn’t much
time off, but I love it’, says
Athenia.
Athenia and Mark have
been running the Fish for
12 years now, although the
pub they moved into with
their two boys was very
different: ‘The pub as you
see it now didn’t exist! It
was just open downstairs,
where the function room is’.
Luckily, Athenia, Mark
and his parents had a vision.
With a lot of hard work, as
well as help and support
from different people in the
Village, they renovated and
opened up the main part of
the pub, transforming the
place into the pub we see
today.

hat a welcome change
it is to see some
sunshine! After weeks and
weeks of wind and rain we
can finally get on to the
allotment and start working.
It seems to have been a
very long winter this year,
but spring is just around the
corner and we are all getting
ready for another growing
year.
Looking around the
plots I am happy to say
that, despite the almost gale
force winds we had, there
doesn’t appear to be any
serious damage. In spite
of all the rain, the ground
is quite easily workable due
partly, I think, to being
covered in old carpeting for
the winter. But now the
carpets are coming off and

it is beginning to look like
an allotment again!
Despite the heavy winds,
the plastic greenhouse we
put up last month is still
standing and is fast filling
up with trays and trays of
seeds.
It is still a little early to
chance direct sowing of
most things, but I hope that
by the end of the month I
shall have planted my first
potatoes and put in a few
rows of early peas.
Having read quite a
few articles in gardening
magazines, I resolved to
start early this year on my
ever waging war on slugs,
hoping that prevention will
be better than cure. Jars
and jars of beer sunk into
my raised beds have quickly

local community. They
have tried many ventures
to see what works best
for the Village. It is clear
that they are committed to
ensuring the Fish remains
a pub for locals. They
support a number of local
groups (such as the Jazz and
Ukulele clubs and Nit and
Natter). Local Bands such
as The Raggle Taggle and
The Penguins are always
a hit and Steve Friend’s
discos are legendary. Their
Christmas lights brighten

up the Village during the
festive season, as does the
firework display (they form
part of the Village team that
run this).
Athenia is a real ‘people
person’ and is always on
the lookout for more ways
to support ventures in the
Village so, if you have an
idea, go and have a chat!
Athenia and Mark don’t
have much spare time, but
if they did no doubt they’d
spend it sailing on their
36ft boat. In her typically

A
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So was running a pub
something that Athenia
has always wanted to do?
Not quite - Athenia was
born and brought up in
Stourport-on-Severn in
Worcestershire (you may
have guessed that from her
accent!) in a large and busy
household with four sisters
and one brother!
Athenia first met Mark
when she was 15 and when
she left school decided to
move across the country to
Suffolk, to be near to him.
Her first job was designing
and making electrical
transformers (just in case
anyone has need of one of
these!).
A few years later, Mark
and his Dad, who were
both working for the same
company, came up with the
idea of them all running a
pub together!
Their first venture was
The Castle Pub in Totnes
and they quickly found out
it was
the life
for them.
After
deciding
that they
needed
a bigger
place
to run,
the next
step was

Charmouth. They stayed
for 16 years and started
a family, which inspired
Athenia to set up a local
playgroup in the pub (as
there was nothing locally)!
Tragically their son Tom
died in 2009. Losing your
child has to be the thing
that every parent dreads
and something no one can
ever get over. In Tom’s
memory Athenia and Mark
run the annual Tall Ships
fundraising event in aid of
the Tall Ships Youth Trust.
Many of you will have been
to this great fun day out their current total raised is
an inspiring £14,000.
One of the police who
supported Athenia and
Mark was so inspired by
them that he has recently
launched a new campaign
called ‘The Honest Truth’
Partnership. The aim of
this organisation is to raise
awareness and reduce the
number of young people
killed or seriously injured
on our roads. It does this by
working with young people
and approved driving
instructors [find out more at
thehonestruth.co.uk]
After finishing the
renovations of the pub all
those years ago, Athenia
and Mark have since
worked hard to make the
pub one that supports the

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

W

tempted the nasties and
I am quite surprised and
pleased at the number of
slugs that I’ve collected so
far (yes, I have used proper
beer this time instead of the
cheap larger I used last year
which didn’t attract them
at all)!
If you are interested
in having an allotment
plot and would like to
put your name on the
waiting list please give
me a call.
Happy digging,
Jackie, Allotment
Secretary (01548
550110)

positive manner, Athenia
added, ‘the only issue being
my seasickness’. This would
stop many people, although
not Athenia - but then you
get the feeling that not
much would.
It takes a lot of hard
work and enthusiasm to
keep a pub going, especially
in recent years when
everyone’s been spending
less. However, the pub is
thriving and if you haven’t
been in recently here’s your
challenge - step in!

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Aveton
Gifford

School Report

Spring Term

I

t’s been another
busy term at Aveton
Gifford Primary School
with a period full of
extra-curricular activities,
fun-filled lessons, SATs
preparation and visitors!
We are very lucky at Aveton
Gifford Primary School to
have so many wonderful
helpers who come in to
help the children with one
to one and group reading
sessions, ICT support and
various after-school clubs.
Thus, Mrs Caroline Sheard
has been coming in weekly
to work alongside Miss
Naylor with Years 5 and
6 on their ICT ‘Scratch’
project; Mr Tim Barratt
has been working every
Wednesday with a small
group of children on an
‘African Art’ project; Mr
Stephen Harding and Mrs
Pat Cassidy come every
week to help the children
with their reading; Mr
Vaughan Lloyd works with
small groups of children on
their Maths skills; Mrs Sarah
Cadle runs our after-school
netball club and Mr Olly
Cadle runs our after-school
Tag Rugby club. Then
there’s Mrs Vicky Hutchison
who has been coming once
a week to take small groups
of children for gardening
lessons. The children have
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already planted a variety of
fruit, vegetables and flowers
and are now planning to
grow sunflowers in pots
which will be transplanted
into a flower bed which is
being laid in memory of
Alex Peguero Sosa.
We are also very fortunate
to have a number of parents
who visit the School with
their ‘professional hats’ on
to talk to the children about
the work they do. This term
the children in Years 3 and 4
have enjoyed visits from Ms
Sue May, Mrs Rebecca Miles
and Mr Paul Hatton who
have each come in to give
talks about their work in the
medical profession as part
of the Key Stage 2 topic ‘Fit
for life’.
As well as all of these
wonderful helpers, we have
a very pro-active P.T.F.A.,
led by our lovely Chair,
Mrs Nicky Sheppard. Our
P.T.F.A. works tirelessly,
planning events to raise
money for the school.
Some of the things they
have paid for this term so
far are seeds and gardening
equipment for the gardening
lessons, as well as funding
for an art workshop. Their
monthly cake sales have
proved to be a great success
with P.T.F.A. committee
members and parents from

across the School donating
some wonderful, mouthwatering creations to sell.
We were delighted to
receive a donation from
the School House Trust
trustees at the end of last
year, which was partly used
to fund phase three of our
school mural, a colourful
depiction of Saint Andrew.
This was based on the
illustrations of the story of
‘The Mousehole Cat’, and
partly used to cover the cost
of an art workshop with the
children in Years 5 and 6.
The canvases produced by
the children expressed our
‘School Values’ and were
exhibited in the ‘Primary
Colours’ exhibition at
Harbour House.
The staff and the children
of Aveton Gifford
Primary School are
extremely grateful for all
of the help and support
we receive from all these
lovely people, who help
to make our School the
wonderful, vibrant learning
environment it is.
The children have
thoroughly enjoyed taking
part in two inter-school
netball tournaments. Our
‘A’ team were narrowly
beaten into 4th place in the
Kingsbridge Area Netball
Tournament in February.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Then,
at the
beginning
of March,
netball
players
from across
Key Stage 2 competed in
the First Federation Netball
Tournament – we are still
eagerly waiting to learn the
final results! Our Year 1
children have taken part
in a Multi Skills Festival
organised by KCC and Year
2 will be taking part in a
Multi Sports Festival before
the end of the term. The
final big sporting event
for the term is the Gym
and Dance Festival when
all of our Key Stage 2
children will be exhibiting
the dances they have learnt
with Miss Amos, Miss
Naylor and Mr Hilling - all
in front of children, staff
and parents from all of the

other primary schools in the
Kingsbridge area.
We have also enjoyed
taking part in a number of
additional activities which
have included: Year 6
Science sessions with Mrs
Bointon from KCC and
the Year 6 ‘Primary Maths
Challenge’, which was also
held at the College. Years 3
and 4 have visited the South
Devon Chilli Farm, where
they made some very tasty
chilli chocolate, while some
of our talented artists have
taken part in a ‘Gifted and
Talented’ art residential at
the Beaford Art Centre.
World Book Day was a
very busy affair, as was our
fund-raising day for ‘Comic
Relief ’.
Future events planned
before the end of term
include a visit by Years 1
and 2 to the local Tesco
store where they will make

chocolate Easter eggs; the
older children in Years 5
and 6 will enjoy a morning
at the East Soar Outdoor
Experience; then the
children on our Ethos
Committee will be taking
part in a Federation Ethos
Day at the Holy Cross
Church in Newton Ferrers
and the Children’s Service
at Exeter Cathedral.
Finally…….the last week
of this term is a very busy
one, being our spring term
‘Messy Week’ with lots of
exciting activities planned,
as well as all of our Easter
activities which include
our Easter Service at St.
Andrew’s Church and an
Easter Bonnet Parade.
If you would like to
find out more about the
School, please take a look
at our website:
www.avetongifford
primary.co.uk

mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine, which is published bi-monthly
and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well as through the
Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church - circulation 450.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form. Please
contact David Stevens (davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk) for more information.
The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6 insertions (payable in advance):
Size
Whole page (A5)
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth of a page

AG Parish resident
£
150
75
51
36

Non-resident
£
204
102
63
51

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Recyling &
Gardening

4.

by
Grubby Fingers

5.

‘Grubby Fingers’ Returns (further advice for gardeners)
refuse collection
Wood Ash in the Garden
• using wood ash on

M

any people, including
Grubby Fingers, now
use wood burning stoves
and consequently have ash
to dispose of. The following
information is the result of
research into the subject
and we hope it may be
interesting and some of it
useful.

How to use wood ash
[from www.rhs.org.uk]
Apply wood ash in small
amounts to the compost
heap where, once mixed
in, it will blend readily with
other materials. As a general
guide, you should not be
able to identify it after
mixing it into the compost.
Wood ash can be spread
directly onto the soil in the
vegetable garden in late
winter at a rate of 50-70g
per sq m (1.7-2.4oz per sq
yd); then fork or rake it in,
or rotovate the area.
Wood ash may be
especially useful in vegetable
gardens where club root of
brassicas is a problem.
It may be useful to
sieve the ash before use
to remove debris. Avoid
breathing in the dust by
using a protective face mask
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and limit skin exposure by
wearing gloves, boots and
work clothes.
Where wood ash
is applied often, it is
worthwhile to use a pH test
kit to monitor changes in
soil alkalinity and prevent
levels rising over pH 7.5.
Ash produced from
young sappy prunings
contains a useful proportion
of potassium and traces
of other nutrients, while
older wood tends to contain
lower concentrations of
nutrients. Never leave
wood ash in the rain, as the
potassium (a useful plant
nutrient for flowers and
fruit) is in a soluble form
and is easily leached out
Problems
Wood ash is a useful
by-product of bonfires, but
there are a few things to
avoid:
• using too much wood
ash because it can give
rise to an excess of
alkalinity
• using ash from treated
timber as it may contain
potentially harmful
residues; instead consign
such ash to the council

areas where potatoes
are to be grown the
following spring, as the
alkaline conditions can
encourage potato scab.

Contents of Ash [from
www.hort.purdue.edu]
Generally, wood ash
contains less than 10
percent potash, 1 percent
phosphate and trace
amounts of micro-nutrients
such as iron, manganese,
boron, copper and zinc.
Trace amounts of harmful
heavy metals such as
lead, cadmium, nickel and
chromium may also be
present. Wood ash does not
contain nitrogen.
Uses of wood ash [from
www.permaculture.co.uk]
1. In dust baths: place
cold ashes where your
birds can get to them,
regular dust baths will
control bugs in their
plumage.
2. ‘Ring around the
rosie’: spread a low
ring around individual
plants on the garden to
deter slugs and snails.
3. Mix into your compost
- in the north, this is

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

6.

7.

the perfect thing!
As a lawn fertilizer
- wood ash contains
10-25% calcium, 1-4%
magnesium, 5-15%
potassium and 1-3%
phosphorus.
As a cleaning agent:
mix with water to form
a paste and use on the
glass in your wood
stove or fireplace;
likewise for rings left
on wood furniture
from glasses, but it’s
abrasive, so use with
care; can also be used
for polishing silver.
It’s a great fertiliser for
tomatoes and other
Nightshade veggies
(Solanaceae)
Sprinkled on slippery
walks - it takes very

little!
GREAT as an ice melt its alkaline nature makes
ice melt and then, if the
sun is out, the darkness
of the ash creates heat,
melting ice more and
faster than regular ice
melt - I tested it on my
driveway in 2011.
9. As a deterrent for algae;
very little is needed:
only 1 tbsp per 1000
gallons of water is
needed.
10. For odour control: put
it in t-shirt material
to insert in stored
shoes; also dust it onto
pets that have been
contaminated with
smelly matter (after
they have been washed
with a proprietary
8.

shampoo).
The article missed one
good use, and that is to
sprinkle some around
fruit trees; stone fruit trees
like it, as well as apples
which suffer from ‘bitter
pit’, a condition that some
varieties suffer from,
especially Bramleys.
Betsy’s uses for wood
ashes from Wednesday,
August 28, 2013 - 5:34am
on the same site says,
‘when you have a bad
aphid infestation, or other
pesky bugs, wet the plants
thoroughly and sprinkle
sifted ashes all over. Leave
overnight and rinse in the
morning. All the bugs will
be dead or gone. Works well
on willow and tomatoes.’

JAZZ AT THE
FISHERMAN’S
AVETON GIFFORD

“Kingsbridge Jazz Club” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s Rest on the first
Tuesday of each month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has become a unique
venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the next 2 months are as follows:
* 7th April ~ Kevin Grenfell’s Jazz Giants
* 5th May ~ The Sarah Smith Quartet
For more information on Bands go to:
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club/
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Fisherman’s Rest
S

pring is sprung, the grass
is ris … and haven’t the
snowdrops and daffodils
planted around the Car Park
been a joy to behold ! Once
again many thanks to all
who were involved in that
project - their work really
has been a gift that keeps on
giving.

Know your Parish

01548
550284

Also, the clocks have
now gone forward, so it
really will soon be time
for languid hours in
happy conversation with
family and friends, with
refreshment close-to-hand,
by the stream at the rear of
the pub. Or even inside if
the weather turns unkind

Cornish Miners in AG !

T

- there’s always plenty
of room for you to find
somewhere that will really
suit you.

Special events
* Easter Sunday April 5th there will be a special à-la-carte lunch between 12 and 2. Please
book if you can.
* Easter Monday April 6th we will be open all day from 11:30 to 11:00pm
* Thursday April 16th we will have an Italian Night with a themed menu for £10.95; again,
please book if you can.
Regular events
* Quiz evenings on the 2nd Thursday of the month (so April 9th and May 14th) starting
at 7:30 with the quiz itself at 8:00
* First Tuesday of every month is Kingsbridge Jazz Club starting at 7:30: April 7th Kevin
Grenfell’s Jazz Giants; May 5th Sarah Smith Quartet.
* Knit and Natter sessions are changing to the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month, so
April 14th, 28th and May 12th, 26th.
* Finally don’t forget that Fish and Chips evenings are held every Friday, from 7 pm
(price still £5.50).
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Crossword Answers

Sculpture, Fireplaces, Lettering, Architectural stone,
Restoration; I also run carving courses (gift vouchers
available). Feel free to call in to my workshop on the
bridge to see what I am working on.

Across: 1. Barton, 4. Bakers, 7. Otto, 9. Down,
10. Lock, 11. Aveton, 12. Bees, 15. Waterhead,
17. Icy, 20. Greater, 22. Hill, 23, Fishermans,
25. Ebb, 27. Out, 28. River, 29. Pulleys, 31. Dry,
32. Bridge.

Avon Bridge, Avon Gifford
www.mewstonemasonry.co.uk Tel: 07811 489230
email: pippa@mewstonemasonry.co.uk

Down: 2. Andrew, 3. Townswell, 4. Boat, 5.
Kiln, 6. Rock, 8. Taverners, 13. St, 14. May, 16.
Ale, 18. Chantry, 19. Timbers, 20. Gifford, 21.
Tree, 24. Mill, 26. Avon, 30. End.

Mewstone Masonry

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

he Parish Council wrote
to the County Council
in 1935 asking if they would
consider building a bypass
round the Village. Financial
constraints at the time
deferred the problem. After
the war many solutions
were considered and
eventually in 1990 a bypass
was duly built by Balfour
Beatty as contractors for
Devon County Council.
This was highly successful
and within two years
it had blended into the
countryside.
Nineteen years later
a sewage pipe beneath
its surface broke, with
unfortunate consequences,
and the County and South
West Water were faced with

by Ken Doughty

the problem
of how to deal
with it. The
thought of
breaking into
the surface of
the beautifully
laid road,
with the need
for traffic
diversions
and associated
general
mayhem, was
an anathema
to the County,
yet the task needed to be
tackled. After a great deal
of discussion between the
two authorities a brilliant
solution was hit upon.
It was decided to tunnel
under the road from
Timbers Car
Park, so that
water engineers
could access
the fractured
pipe below its
surface. The
inner part of
the parking area
was established
as a depot and
Cornish miners
were drafted
in to carry out
the necessary
mining and
shoring up of
the shaft.
Ron Skeates

of the Village (sadly no
longer with us) obtained
permission to go in the
shaft with necessary
protective helmet and he
was able to take the photos
which accompany this
article.
These show the cramped
conditions in which the
work was undertaken as
well as the narrow gauge
railway track on which
men could pull themselves
along on a trolley to get to
the tunnel face. It was also
used for removing spoil
which was stored in the Car
Park for later replacement
into the tunnel. The pipe
was effectively repaired
and the shaft subsequently
filled in. Today’s visitors
to the Timbers Car Park
will find no trace of these
operations.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes

by Rodney Bone

by
Neil Barker

Rare Birds in the Marsh Above
the Bridge?

I

stopped the car by the
gate overlooking the
Marsh on the way to Venn.
I noticed a few Mallard, a
pair of Shelduck and a Little
Egret. Then I noticed a
pair of strange mallard size
ducks in the canal running

through the Marsh. The
female was buff, white
in colour and the male
looked something like a
mallard but with a green
head and a green rear. As
I couldn’t identify them,
I got out of the car and

walked over the field to
get a closer view. To my
embarrassment, they turned
out to be plastic ducks
placed in the canal to attract
the Mallard in order to
shoot them.

Unusual Sightings on a week in Cornwall
Pied Wagtail
Nearly every morning while we were having breakfast in the hotel one flew into the window
several times attacking its own reflection.
Turnstone
A quite rare wader that I see sometimes on the rocks at Bantham. Two were viewed walking on
the road at St Ives dodging both people and cars.
Water Rail
A relation of the Moorhen and a very shy bird, it is sometimes seen, but usually only heard, in
the marshes beside the River. At the Lost Gardens of Helegon I watched one only about six
feet away from the bird hide for nearly half an hour.
Gannet
One of our largest seabirds, we saw two at close range diving to catch fish in the harbour.

Winter Highlights
by Rod Bone & Eric Wotton
5 Jan: 1 pair of Shoveler
Ducks
10 Jan: 1 Glossy Ibis
14 Jan: First Marsh
Marigolds in flower
24 Jan: 1 male Mandarin
Duck
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28 Jan: 6 Turnstones at
Bantham
17 Feb: 8 lots of frogspawn
nearly ready to hatch.
25 Feb: 9 Redshanks
28 Feb: 2 Water Pipits
(South Efford Marsh)

The Minister’s
Review

3 Mar: First Chiffchaff
singing
5 Mar: Swan on estuary
with white ring T.P.H
from Abbotsbury
Swannery.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Happy Easter!

W

hat progress are you
making as a pilgrim?
Have you ever tried
reading John Bunyan’s
book, Pilgrim’s Progress?
It’s quite a hard read
unless you find a version in
modern English, but it is a
wonderful story of how the
character, Christian, faces
all sorts of difficulties on his
journey to the celestial city
(Heaven).
The journey of faith
is often described as a
pilgrimage.
Our new Bishop of
Exeter, Robert Atwell,
is part of a team which
has produced a series of
booklets: ‘Pilgrim – a
course for the Christian
journey’. We will be
using the first booklet
for a course to prepare
for confirmation. Bishop
Nick McKinnell, the new
Bishop of Plymouth, will
lead the local confirmation
service at All Saints Church
Malborough at 6.30pm on
Sunday May 24th.
Please contact me as
soon as possible on 01548
830260 or revbarker@
btinternet.com if you would
like to join the course and
make progress in your
pilgrimage and perhaps

decide to be confirmed. We
will probably be meeting
on Sunday afternoons at
4.30pm in the Vicarage,
Modbury, (if that proves
convenient) on April 12th
and May 3rd, 10th and 17th.
It would also be good
to book a ticket to the
Passover meal at 7pm on
Thursday 2nd April at St.
Andrew’s, Aveton Gifford,
as this will give you a
deeper insight into Holy
Communion.
We welcome everyone
to share the joy of the
Resurrection as we celebrate

Easter in the churches of
our Team and we trust that
God will continue to bless
the parishes of Loddiswell
and Woodleigh as their
pilgrimage leads them to
become part of the Aune
Valley Benefice.

He who would valiant be
‘gainst all disaster,
Let him in constancy follow
the Master.
There’s no discouragement
shall make him once relent,
His first avowed intent to be a
pilgrim. 			
John Bunyan

April Diary
Thurs 2nd 7pm
Fri 3rd

10.30am

Sun 5th

11.00am

Thurs 9th
Sun 12th
Sun 19th

2.30pm
11.00am
11.00am

Tues 21st

7.30pm

Fri 24th
Sun 26th
May Diary
Sun 3rd
Sun 10th
Thurs 14th
Sun 17th
Sun 24th

7.30pm
11.00am

Sun 31st

Maundy Thursday: Passover meal in St.
Andrew’s
Good Friday: Procession of the cross
from the Fisherman’s Rest
Easter Sunday: Holy Communion (by
extension)
Prayer Group, 5a Tidal View Close
Holy Communion (by extension)
Morning Prayer
Annual Church Meeting (in St.
Andrew’s)
Plant sale (in Village Hall)
Family Communion

11.00am
11.00am
2.30pm
11.00am
11.00am

Family Service
Holy Communion
Prayer Group, 5a Tidal View Close
Morning Prayer
Family Communion
Team Service at Kingston (St. James the
10.30am
Less)

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Need help with personal admin?

GREENLANDS
Higher Wizaller

Surrounded by piles of paper and other clutter
and don’t know where to start?
Call Diana Pring
for a FREE initial consultation

* FRESH EGGS
* Full Range of HOME GROWN Vegetable plants

All Sorted!

* Tomato and Strawberry plants

01548 511125 · www.allsorted.org.uk

* Bedding Plants and Basket plants
* Hanging Baskets and Basket Refill service available.

Claire Louise Hill

* MARBLE ART - Garden Ornaments - Wall Plaques

Professional Painter and Decorator

* Good range of Spanish Cookware

Bijou, 41 Icy Park, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LQ
Home 01548 559274

Bob and Brenda Coates
Tel. 01548 550491

Bigbury Golf Club
01548 810557
http://www.bigburygolfclub.co.uk
enquiries@bigburygolfclub.co.uk
**Summer Social Membership Offer**

Award Winning – Fully Qualified – Fully Insured

Normal price for 2015 Social Membership £35
Dress code smart casual wear, gentlemen collars please.
Offer also available to previous members who resigned before 1st January 2012
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FLETE
GARDENS

Curtains

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance

Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

New members are invited to join during 2015 and enjoy the remainder of
this year for £5
Our Clubhouse is open 7 days a week and you membership card will give you 15% off
drinks at the bar. Our restaurant serves hot food and snacks during the mornings and
afternoons. Ask about our 5 O’clock Club on Friday’s

Mobile 07976 129162

Tel: 01548 830435

Professional Cleaning Services
•
•
•
•

T: 01548 854313

Carpets, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
Stain & Odour Removal
Car-Boat-Caravan Wash & Valet
Gutter Vacuum

E:info@fine-shine.com		

•
•
•
•

Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
Window Cleaning
Pressure Washing

W:www.fine-shine.com

Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1SF

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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TALKING SHOP
PLEASE TAKE NOTE EVERYBODY
WE ARE OPEN ALL DAY ON
WEDNESDAYS
Once again Bunns ‘n Crumbs did us proud with
the delicious tartlets for Valentine’s Day. We
hope you all enjoyed them.
Our bread, pasties and pies etc are getting more and more popular and,
although we have increased our orders, sometimes you might find that we
have sold out of your favourite things. To avoid this and be sure to get what
you want you can always order the day before - either call into the shop or
ring us on 01548 550996.
For Easter we shall be having more special goodies baked by Bunns ‘n
Crumbs.
Don’t forget that we have Hallett’s delicious Hot Cross Buns in the shop
now.
Our opening times during the Easter holiday are
Good Friday – 8.30 to 1.00 o’clock
Saturday – 8.30 to 3.00 o’clock
Easter Sunday – Closed
Easter Monday 8.30 to 1.00 o’clock

Happy shopping at your village shop.
The Village Shop & Post Office is open 7 days a week:
Monday: 8am - 6pm
Tuesday: 8am -1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Wednesday: 8am - 6pm
Thursday: 8am - 6pm
Friday: 8:00am - 1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 1pm
The shop is closed for lunch Tuesday and Friday between 1pm & 2pm

Contact us on: Tel 01548 550996 Email: john@artashton.co.uk
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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