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veton Gifford WI
was founded in
1920, just five years
after the first WI in
Britain. There were
ten founder members
and they held their
meetings at various
venues, including the
Assembly Rooms at
the Commercial Inn,
which later became
The Taverners and is
now private residences;
Endsleigh Place; and
sometimes at the Old Rectory. Their declared aim was to educate
and improve the lives of country women and their families.
They were able to erect their own hut in the Rectory grounds
in 1948 thanks to a deed of gift from Miss Emily Ellis, who also
paid the annual ground rent until the Memorial Hall was built
in the early 1950’s. They continued to support the Hall, raising
funds to supply chairs and tables and providing members to
serve on the Hall committee.
Like WI’s all over the country, they did their bit in the war
years, producing jams and preserves from locally grown fruit and
vegetables, knitting garments for service men and women and
also by teaching these skills, enabling women to provide better
for their own families.
In the 1950’s and 60’s they honed their acting talents and
put on several dramatic productions. In the 1970’s they joined
the WRVS in a civil defence project, setting up and producing
meals on a field kitchen. It’s not only the boy scouts who can be
prepared !
Hospitality has always been a forte of the WI everywhere
and Aveton Gifford is no exception. ‘Bring and share’ suppers
continued on page 2
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continued from page 1
are a feature of two of our
monthly meetings each year
and a buffet is laid on when
it is our turn to host the
group meeting. In a similar
way, members were able
to provide, at fairly short
notice, a grand spread for
the funeral of Diana Snow,
a much loved member who
is still sorely missed.
The WI meets (with
the exception of August)
every second Thursday of
the month at the Memorial
Hall at 7.30. They are not
easily deterred from this and
when the Hall was flooded
in years past the meetings
were held in the local pub,
initially in the Taverners
and more recently in The
Fisherman’s Rest. Meetings
usually consist of a short
time spent on necessary
business, followed by a
session from a speaker or
practical demonstration
and a social time over

refreshments when there is
usually an opportunity to
get to know the speaker and
ask further questions.
The WI consists of
a national body, county
federations and individual
WI’s. As a member, you are
part of all of these and have
the opportunity to take part
in events and courses at any
level. In the last two years
members have taken part
in a pencil drawing course
and a glass fusion jewellery
course and have spent a
day seeing ‘the clothes we
have worn’ over the last
hundred years. We were
also able to attend a live
screening of the centenary
AGM at Dartmouth;
one member attended an
evening at the Norman
Lockyer Observatory
and two of us are going
to enjoy a pamper day in
Exeter in March. We have
our our own residential

college at Denman, where
courses of two three or four
days cover a wide variety of
subjects.
At present we have
sixteen members, but we
would rather not be so
exclusive and would love to
have more members with
lots of new ideas, to help
our WI move forward. So,
why not come and try a
meeting or two and see if
you would like to be part
of a remarkable and varied
organisation ?

Did you know the local NHS has a Patient Advice and Complaints Team ?
NHS Northern, Eastern and Western Devon Clinical Commissioning Group
(NHS NEW Devon CCG) patient advice and complaints team is a service to
provide patients, carers, family members, the public and staff with help, advice
and support with concerns or comments relating to NHS services.
The team provides free and confidential help to investigate and resolve problems as they happen and aims to do this as quickly as possible. They can also
organise in-depth investigation of any problems relating to healthcare across a
number of different services.
Hearing from patients helps us to make improvements and gives us early warning of system problems. It is very important for the CCG to hear when things
are going wrong.
You can contact us by phone on 01392 267665 or 0300 123 1672; by text via
07789 741099; or email at pals.devon@nhs.net

HANNAH’S ZUMBA CLASS
Thursday mornings in the Village Hall
9.15-10.15 starting 7th January.
‘This is a great class with a good atmosphere, suitable for all, so
come along and dance away those mince pies…..’
Cost just £5 per session.
Contact Hannah Winzer on
074540 03091 or
01548 550712
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A Little Bit More from Morgan the
Welshie

H

i everybody and a
‘Happy New Year’ to
you all. Mind you, I’m far
from happy at the moment,
because Mum and Dad
have left me with Mandy
Breeder and b********
off to somewhere called
orstrayleeya to see their
daughter Ruth (my aunt …
not) and Mum’s sister. I
wanted to go but, because
of this Cruft’s thing, I can’t.
You know the story so
I’m not going to repeat it.
Anyway, it’s horrible being
left in Pontypool for two
months. It’s not a bad place
- I just don’t want to be
here ! Dad went all peculiar
when they said goodbye and
Mum wasn’t much better.
The experts reckon that
dogs forget their previous
owners after about three
months, so they’d better not
be late back.
I want to tell you about
this Christmas thing: it was
a hoot and I hope we can
do it again one day. Mum
and Dad stayed at home this
time and Dad’s two sisters
came for the day, along
with a dude called Mark,
who is the partner of one
of them. He’s called a yank,
whatever that means, but
he seems OK. At lunchtime
my cousbro (a black
Working Cocker called Jack)
reckoned that our best bet
was to hide under the table.
We worked out that we
weren’t likely to have much
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luck with family, so decided
to target Mark. We sat, one
each side of his feet, and
dribbled; lots. After a while,
I got slipped a roast potato;
it was absolutely great. Dad
looked under the table to
see what was going on - he
had heard crunching and
swallowing noises. He says
that I stuck my tongue
out at him; I didn’t in fact,
though the potato was very
hot ! A bit later, Jack and I
scored half a dozen sprouts
and a pig in a blanket. What
the …. is that supposed
to be ? Anyway, it was all
delicious.
Then, when all the
humans had gone to wash
up, I decided that, as it was
a special occasion, I would
break the most important
rule: I got onto a couch
and had a snooze. Grab
it while you can, I say. I
woke up rather suddenly
to see and hear a large, red
face (Dad) telling me to get
down. I took exception to
this, especially as the human
concerned had been at the
2010 Australian malbec
since just after breakfast;
cook’s perks, he called it. I
looked him straight in the
eye and played my sprout
card; I lifted my tail slightly,
squeezed my tummy
muscles a bit and waited.
What a result ! Dad coughed
a few times, his eyes went
all runny and he left. Jack
was hugely impressed, so

he had a go. We spent the
next ten minutes seeing
who could make the most
smell with the least noise.
It was a close run thing,
but I won ‘cos I’m bigger.
When the humans came
back from clearing and
washing up, carrying tea,
coffee, cake etc, they said
some very rude things about
us and shut us out in the
garden. What happened to
Christmas spirit ? Actually,
I think there was a bit too
much around later that
evening.
A few days later, we went
to Croydon to see friends
for a new year. What was
wrong with the last one ?
The visit went OK - apart
from the fireworks.
After we got home, Dad
started to practise packing.
This really brought it home
to me that they actually
were planning to abandon
me with some mad woman
in Welsh Wales. I tried
hiding in suitcases and
running away with stuff, but
it didn’t work. They’ve gone
and left me all alone (apart
from Star, Splash, Dylan,
etc). However, I heard Ray
(Mandy Breeder’s husband)
saying that he might take me
shooting soon. I’m not that
keen on bangs, but rumour
has it that there are usually
terriers available and they’re
always fair game (geddit ?).
Well, that’s about it.
You won’t be hearing
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from me for a while (I can
already hear sounds of
disappointment) because
no-one here understands
the version of the Welsh

language that Dad knows.
No surprise there !
Therefore there is no-one
to translate and type up my
innermost thoughts; just as

A wonderful welcome

well, probably. So, I’ll be in
touch after they get back to
tell you all about this Cruft’s
thing and anything else that
crops up. Nos da.

W

hilst staying at my
cousin’s cottage
on Rock Hill during the
October half term, we had
a most wonderful first
encounter with Aveton
Gifford. We were made so
welcome at the Fisherman’s
Rest, and were able to join
in with the rugby world cup
final and the Halloween
celebrations. We are eagerly
returning for the first week
of April.
And even the wild life
joined in - here is a picture
of your swan on the Estuary
who responded to my calling to her in Welsh.

Beverley Smithen (cousin
of Maggie and Duncan
Grieve of Rocklea Cottage).

SOUP & PUD EVENTS
Soup and Pud events at the Village Hall are regularly serving
more than 20 people with delicious home made soups and
puddings. Soup delights have included carrot & coriander;
broccoli and Stilton; roasted red pepper and squash; and
chicken, to name just a few. Puddings have included trifle;
baked jam sponge; fruit crumbles; pies; flans; rice pudding; and,
most popular of all, treacle tart yummy. The bread and the
custard are home-made, too - not bad for a fiver !
The next Soup and Pud day will be on 13th February between 12 and 2pm. Bookings can be made by calling Jan
on 550981.
There will also be an event in March, although the date is still
to be announced, but will be put on the Village website asap.
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

5

Grove Park Stories

by Jocelyn
Ponting

67 Years of Family Garden

O

n the first of October
this year I decided to
take, and keep for future
reference, photos of all
the plants that were either
in flower or colourful.
I realised as I wandered
round the garden how
many of the plants, or their
offspring, had been present
when my sister Patience and
I moved with our parents
to the Farm. Initially, as
money was very short, food
had to be mainly home
produced, so there was not
much time for our parents
to spend flower gardening.
A lot of vegetables and
fruit were therefore grown
and the blackcurrants
and loganberries and the
rhubarb patch are still in
exactly the same place
they have always been. We
had no idea however what

1) Recent picture of ‘Souvenir de Malmaison’
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flowers might come up in
the front garden.
We were encouraged to
look for the new arrivals
and it was like a long, slow
game of ‘hide and seek’. We
learnt the names of almost
everything in the garden,
as our Mum, when she
left school, had wanted to
be a botanical illustrator.
We were also encouraged
to be observant and often
drew what we discovered.
I think it was this training
that enabled me to one year
win the prize at the church
fete for the largest variety
of wild flowers. This would
not happen nowadays as
some would be so rare.
In the calve’s plot outside
the scullery window, which
eventually became our
kitchen window, were
aconite (monkshood) and
a laburnum tree. A tall
mass of golden rain stood
by the lane hedge, with
some laurel; snowberries
also sprinkled the hedge,
with their white berries
and hiding snowdrops in
early spring. Many of these
plants are bad for us in
varying degrees, or even
deadly, but each, when they
flower, make an amazingly
colourful display. Every
part of monkshood and
laurel are poisonous, so the
first plants we were taught
to recognise were these

poisonous ones, even with
explanations as to how
very minute quantities are
medicinal. Patience, aged
four or five, did however
eat snowberries once as they
looked like sweets; she was
quite ill!
We arrived at the Farm in
April 1948 and in early May
there was a glorious display
of lilies of the valley, in a
bed that consisted entirely
of them and couch grass.
The bed was a yard wide
and four yards long and lay
in the shade of an enormous
apple tree that shaded the
flowers. The tree was our
swing tree and it was fun to
climb it; how pleased I was
when I could do so unaided!
The bed was obviously
very well established and
Mum was told by a previous
occupant that the flowers
had always grown there.
So that would have made
them there in 1900, or even
earlier, and there they were
still, forty-odd years later!
In 1951, when I went to
school in Kingsbridge, I was
able to make some money
by sending lily of the valley
in boxes to a flower market
in Birmingham. Primrose
Jackson, who used to live in
Oakey Park, just down the
road from us, popped over
to pick the lily of the valley
when the house was empty
for a short period during
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the War.
Half the bushes in the
blackcurrant bed today are
still ones established in
the decades before 1948.
Alick and I bought some
new plants that grow much
bigger berries and give a
much heavier crop, but I
keep some of the old ones
as they don’t get bugs or
diseases! Loganberries were
trained up the wall behind
the lilies of the valley, while
the rhubarb bed was on
a small plot at the end of
the outside toilet. A huge
damson tree fell over one
very wet summer about 30
years ago; it didn’t actually
die for a few years but
eventually sent new suckers
and still does! There are
several Grove Park damson
offspring in the surrounding
area! This year our main tree
produced a bumper crop of
well over sixty pounds of
fruit.
In the old small orchard
the apple trees were dying
so Dad planted new ones
the other side of the hedge,
in the garden. These fruited
well for many years until,
when a Bramley looked sick,
I noticed a fungus on it. On
investigation, I discovered it
was a honey fungus that had
spread slowly, so maybe it
had come from the original
old orchard.
Dad had, in the old
barn, an antiquated linen
press that had been his
grandfather’s where we
used to place apples very
carefully on the shelves,
not touching each other,

to store for
the winter. He
had chosen
Bramley,
crimson
Bramley,
Charles Ross,
American
mother and
one cross bred
variety given
2) Jazz party in the garden
to him by a
Patience and I benefited
gardener cousin
in the early 1950s because
who had actually grown
there was room to play
it. Sorry to say, I have
tennis. Our family friend,
forgotten the name, but it is
Mr. Charles Bone, made
a delicious conical variety.
our tennis racquets and
There is also a patch
strung them himself - we
of butcher’s broom and I
had a wonderful time
like to imagine a Victorian
playing, so long as we had
occupant collecting a
a tennis ball. The problem
bunch and tying it into a
was our thick garden hedge
switch with which to clean
could hide a ball for years.
the butchering block with
Occasionally we had to wait
sawdust. Another point of
until we had the money
housekeeping was the use
to buy another one. The
of soapy, very hot, washing
lawn was also good for
water being thrown over the
gymnastics, learning to ride
cobbled back yard; which
bicycles, romping with our
was done at least fifty two
dog Imp, playing football
times a year. This was told
and badminton, camping,
to me by a very elderly man
picnics and family parties.
in about 1980 who called
Our parents’ golden
one day to ask if he could
wedding party was a fun
walk around the outside of
time on a wonderful day
the house and reminisce,
in August 1989, with over
as he could remember his
70 friends and family of all
mother doing the washing
ages (photo 2). Children
there - the cobbles had
can entertain themselves
needed no weeding in her
by making dens in secret
day.
places - Alick and I had a
The front lawn was the
Jazz Party.
full length of the garden
Queen Victoria’s
with a few large shrubs
Diamond Jubilee was
dotted around; all were
celebrated by the Horton
removed, other than the
Family in 1896 as there is
bay tree near the gate and
group family photo (photo
two deutzia near the hedge,
3) of them posing at the
to give us better views.
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3) Horton family outside
Grove Park House

front of the house. I expect
the visitors drove up in
a pony and trap as there
were stables and a carriage
house. The harness room
and saddle room were one
end of the house next to
the dairy. Back in 1948 our
elderly visitors drove in and
parked on the lawn during
the summer, entering the
house via the front door.
In the last 40 years we have
had only about 3 people
knock on the front door !
It was, and indeed still is,
only manageable in a dry
summer !
There are at least half
a dozen roses that were
well established in 1940.
One rose that we think was
planted pre-1900 is called
Souvenir de la Malmaison
(photos 1,4). It was first
bred in France in 1843
and named after Empress
Josephine’s roserie at
Malmaison in France. The

8

find a replacement !
scent is exquisite. There’s
One legacy Mum left
also an amazing rambler
was
the herb garden that
rose that has bright cerise
was built with raised beds
double flowers and is now
to hold the herbs used in
allowed to spread about 20
cooking or making drinks.
metres along a wall.
She could collect them
Aliens were introduced
herself and look after them
in the 1900’s in the form
from her wheelchair. I think
of Spanish bluebells and
we now have about fifteen
we unashamedly try and
different herbs in fairly
remove them as they have
regular use.
the potential to destroy
There is a seat beside
our native bluebells. Note
the front porch where
I say ‘try’ ! I must admit I
Mum used to sit admiring
myself have inadvertently
all the agapanthus she
introduced figwort, which
had produced from one
I suspect came in as a seed
treasured bulb. She was
from elsewhere, and how I
once heard to say, ‘I love
curse it.
sitting here as I am far
The garden has been
enough away from the road
enjoyed by many visitors
for it to be peaceful and
who have bought cream
near enough the road to
teas when we have been
know I am still alive’.
fund raising for various
If anyone is particularly
organisations in the Village.
interested in any of the plants,
Some have asked to stay for
contact me and I can give you
the afternoon after the tea
a cutting or plant (my health
while their children played
willing). A contribution to The
in the garden. The garden
Village Shop Trust Fund would
has been planned since 1948
be appreciated; I keep a jar for
with children in mind.
the money and when I sell plants
Once we saw five cars
all the profit goes to the Shop
coming up the drive, one
Trust.
after the other, and out
got twenty five walkers
who were thrilled to
find we could cater for
them, even if it did mean
making more scones at
5 p.m. Some of them
went home with various
cuttings. Friends have
even gone home with
things hanging out of
their car boots. In my
opinion, gardens are for
sharing; share a plant
and if one of yours dies
4) Harold Mumford Horton aged
you know where to go to
4 with rose circa 1905
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IMPORTANT – Please Read

WE NEED YOU!

COMMUNITY FORUM IN THE VILLAGE HALL

SATURDAY 20TH FEBRUARY – 11am
Hall open 11 – 4pm – Refreshments

Planning for the future development of Aveton Gifford for the next 15 years

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

We are creating a Neighbourhood Plan for Aveton Gifford, to be used by District
Council Planners to help make important decisions within our area for the next
15 years.
We need YOUR views and input on any topic that you would like to see
included. Examples could include future housing, sheltered housing, listed
buildings, transport, roads, car-parking, broadband, employment, school
provision and sustainability, plus anything else that you think is relevant to the
future development of this parish.

When the plan is made it has to reflect the views of the community. There will
be a referendum to approve the final plan by all registered voters in the parish.
Without our own Neighbourhood Plan, this parish will have NO SAY in how
the parish is developed.
At 11am a member of the AG plan group will give an introductory talk to
explain why we need a Neighbourhood Plan and its purpose and objectives.
Please make every effort to come along to make your views known, or to
comment on the views of others. If you can’t make it to the talk, you are still
welcome any time between 11 and 4pm – members of the group will be
available to give more information.

The Neighbourhood Plan group needs a few more people to volunteer their time
– especially anyone from the younger section of the community!

You can email members of the group at agneighbourhoodplan@outlook.com for
more information. News updates on the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan can
be seen on the Parish Council page of the village website.
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Feb / Mar Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
FEBRUARY DIARY
Monday 1st
7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 3rd 9.30-10.30pm Mobile Library Service (in Memorial Hall Car Park)
Thursday 11th
7.30pm
WI – ‘How colour can affect your life’ with Anne Brooks
Saturday 13th
12-2pm
‘Soup and Pud’ lunch, £5 per person, raising funds 		
for the Hall (see article on page X)
MARCH DIARY
Tuesday 1st
1.30-4.00pm
Wednesday 2nd 9.30-10.30pm
Monday 7th
7.30pm
Thursday 10th
7.30pm

Antiques valuation afternoon with Michael Vaughan
Mobile Library Service (in Memorial Hall Car Park)
Parish Council Meeting
WI – Totnes Rare Breeds Centre talk, with possible 		
guest owl appearance!
Saturday 12th
10.30am
WI Coffee Morning
Wednesday 30th 9.30-10.30pm Mobile Library Service (in Memorial Hall Car Park)
REGULAR EVENTS
Mondays
3.00-4.30pm
Tuesdays
7.00pm-9.00pm
Wednesdays
3.40pm-7.00pm
7.15-8.00pm

Monday Club
Yoga Class with Stephen Harding
Children’s ballet class
Table Tennis Club – All ages welcome. Equipment
provided. £1.50 per session.
Thursdays
9.15am-10.15pm Zumba class; £5 per session
Please note – yoga, ballet and zumba are term time only and break for
holidays.
PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE’
Tuesday, Wednesday &
9.00-12.00
Friday
12.00-1.00
1.00-3.30
Thursday
9.00-12.00
12.00-1.00

Monday

9.45-11.45am

News from the Hive
An Inspector Calls

W

ell, there’s no
escaping the big
news from the end of last
term: The Hive had a visit
from Ofsted. Typically, an
inability of Her Majesty’s
Inspectorate to find the
Pre-School’s phone number
meant that their arrival
was unannounced…on
the one day when Mandy
was out-of-town. Still, the
others stepped up to the
plate and, on her arrival
back in The Hive, Mandy
found everything absolutely
shipshape.
…As did the inspector.
Yes, AG’s fine Pre-school
has been graded as ‘Good’
across all criteria, and –

amongst other things – the
report stated that, ‘Staff
establish warm, close and
attentive relationships with
the children. The quality of
teaching is good overall, and
children progress well in
their learning.’ So, well done
to Mandy and her ace team!
Far more importantly than
all that, the children have
been having a great time
recently. After the fun
of the Children In Need
dress-up day (see photo),
our Christmas nativity in
St Andrew’s Church was
of course as delightful as
it ever is, and the children
played their parts well.
Our topic for this term

is ‘Jobs People Do’ and
we have trips planned
for the Fire Station and
Waterside Garage in
Kingsbridge and to Lixton
Farm. The children are
enjoying roleplaying
builders, using the climbing
frame as scaffolding, and
are repairing a roof with
wooden blocks. They
have clip boards with
their designs and toy
screwdrivers, hammers
and tape measures, all kept
in Ted’s Red Shed…so, if
there are any jobs you need
doing, well, you know who
to call!

Morning sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon sessions
Morning sessions
Lunch Club
No afternoon session
Parents & Toddlers

• No Breakfast Club at present, but if demand increases or anyone is interested, please
contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920
• School breaks up for Easter holidays on Thursday 24th March
For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition
has gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
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Crossword Answers
Across 1. Egg, 3. Mardi Gras, 8. Stormy, 9. Violet, 11. Daffodil, 12. Rode, 14. Aquarius, 17.
Choc, 18. Idea, 19. Ira, 21. Pan, 23. Holi, 24. St., 26. Leap, 27. Al, 29. Mom, 30. Valentine,
31. Bunny.
Down 1. Easter, 2. Groundhog, 3. Mummy, 4. David, 5. Good Friday, 6. Abe, 7. Candlemas,
10. Tide, 13. Equinox, 15. Aries, 16. Simnel, 20. Shrove, 21. Pisces, 22. Spring, 25. Time,
26. Lamb, 28. Hid.

• School breaks up for half term holiday Friday 12th February

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

Title Needed?

F

irstly, a very Happy New Year to you all. Having had such
a wet and windy couple of months, there is very little to
be said about progress on our plots ! However I came across
this ‘Gardener’s Hymn’ whilst sorting out a pile of old paperwork. Who gave it to me I have
no idea, but it does make me smile, so I hope it does you too…
The Gardener’s Hymn
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.
But what we never mention, though gardeners know its true,
Is when He made the goodies, He made the baddies too…..
All things spray- and swattable, disasters great and small
All things paraquatable, the Lord God made them all.
The greenfly on the roses, the maggots in the peas,
Manure that fills our noses, He also gave us these.
The fungus on the goose-gogs, the club root on the greens,
The slugs that eat the lettuce and chew the aubergines.
The drought that kills the fuchsias, the frost that nips the buds,
The rain that drowns the seedlings, the blight that hits the spuds.
The midges and mosquitoes, the nettles and the weeds,
The pigeons in the green stuff, the sparrows on the seeds.
The fly that gets the carrots, the wasp that eats the plums,
How black the gardener’s outlook, though green may be his thumb.

Amazing Trees in AG

Another article in an occasional series from David Davis Berry our Tree Warden
Eucalyptus

E

ucalyptus, an evergreen
tree, grows up to 35m;
native to Australia and Asia
and one of the world’s
fastest growing trees, it has
a surprisingly hard wood.
We have a beautiful
specimen just outside the
Rectory Stables, along the
stream edge. Look for the
bluish colour and the bark
that continually shreds onto
the ground below. If you
scrunch up some leaves you
can smell the eucalyptus oil,
said to clear heads and smell
nice when you have a cold.
Eucalyptus are good
forestry trees in hot
countries and are a favoured
mine prop - if such a thing
is still used. Favoured
because the wood ‘talks’ or
squeaks when under stress
and so can warn miners
if the tunnel is about to
collapse.
Eucalyptus trees that

But still we gardeners labour, ‘midst vegetables and flowers,
And pray what hits our neighbours will somehow bypass ours.
All things bright and beautiful…………………..

So, if you would like to have an allotment plot and enjoy all of the above (!) please give me a
call. Regards, Jackie 01548 550110

12

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

are up to about 8ft high
sport junior leaves, which
are round and paired on
the twigs. Junior leaves are
loved by flower arrangers.
After getting to this height,
the tree changes to adult
leaves which are long, strap
like, and in singles on the
twigs.
Where I come from
in South Africa they are
making a big effort to
remove eucalyptus from
protected areas where it
has become invasive; they
would prefer
the native
proteas to
grow on the
slopes of Table
Mountain. Our
climate is not
warm enough
for eucalyptus
to become
invasive here
and our tree,
Jumior leaves

although fairly healthy, does
suffer in very cold winters,
especially if the light is poor
as well. But then don’t we
all ?
There are a few
eucalyptus trees in gardens
around the Village. Pretty as
a small tree but, when they
change into the adult form,
I think they are too big and
fast growing for any but the
biggest gardens. (There are
however a few types that
stay compact longer.)

Adult leaves

PRAYER COURSE
You’ll find a welcome at six interactive sessions based on The Lord’s Prayer on
Thursdays 2.30pm at 5a Tidal View Close:
• Feb 4th
• Feb 11th
• Feb 18th
• Feb 25th
• Mar 3rd
• Mar 10th

Adoration
Petition
Intercession
Dealing with disappointments
Learning to listen
Spiritual warfare
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Parish Puzzlers
Need title??

Know your Parish

by Pippa Unwin
(answers on page 11)
Down

Across
1. Fowl produce (3)
3. Fat Tuesday, Carnival
celebration (5, 4)
8. Bad weather (6)
9. The birth-flower of February (6)
11. The birth-flower of
March (8)
12. On Palm Sunday, Jesus
…. a donkey into Jerusalem
(4)
14. The water carrier, star
sign for January 20th to
February 18th (8)
17. Sweet made from cacao
paste (shortened) (4)
18. Thought or plan (4)
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19. With his brother
George, they composed
songs for the musical
‘Springtime in Paris’ (3)
21. God of Nature, or type
of ‘cake’ made on 3 across
(3)
23. Hindu spring festival of
colours (4)
24. … 4 down, Feast day on
1st March (2)
26. Year that features 29th
February (4)
27. Mr Gore, born March
31, 1948 (2)
29. American mother (3)
30. Card given on 14th
February (9)
31. Rabbit (5)

1. Holiday celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead (6)
2. Will this creature see a shadow
when it emerges from its burrow
in Pennsylvania on February
2nd? (9)
3. We celebrate this lady on
March 6th (5)
4. Patron 24 across of Wales (5)
5. Holiday commemorating the
crucifixion of Jesus Christ (4, 6)
6. Mr Lincoln, born February
12th 1809 (3)
7. February 2nd, Christian festival (9)
10. The rise and fall of the sea
(4)
13. The days that the sun crosses
the celestial equator, when day
and night are of equal length (7)
15. The ram, star sign for March
21st to April 20th (5)
16. Marzipan-topped cake, made
for Easter Week (6)
20. …. Tuesday, the day before
Ash Wednesday (6)
21. The fishes, star sign for February 19th to March 20th (6)
22. Season of regrowth (6)
25. The last weekend of March
is the beginning of British Summer … (4)
26. Roast traditionally eaten for
Easter dinner (4)
28. The 1 down, 31 across did
this with the 17 across, 1 across
for a hunt around the garden (3)
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by Ken Doughty

Village Shops and Services (Part one)

A

t the beginning of the
recently published
calendar, which can be
purchased from what is
now the only surviving shop
in the Village, there is a
picture of Mrs Edgcombe’s
(later Mr and Mrs Steer’s)
shop, which used to be just
opposite where the present
shop is sited. This is a
reminder of the many shops
that existed a hundred
years ago, when limitations
in travel meant that the
Village had to be more selfsufficient than nowadays.
Mrs Dorothy Bone
(Rodney’s mother), who
moved to AG as a child,
could go through the Village
describing all the shops and
facilities which were then
available. She described
them to me in 1986, when
she was 83.
There were seven
shops, three shoemakers,
four dressmakers, a coal

store, two wheelwrights,
a blacksmith (and petrol
pump attendant), a post
office, a carpenter, a
photographer and a barber
(at Ivy House on Rock Hill),
not to mention a stone
mason and various builders.
Flour could be obtained
from two water mills within
the confines of the Village:
Marsh Mills at the end of
Mill Lane, at the south end;
and Town Mill just beyond
Tree Corner, at the north
end. Further north was
Ashford Mill, still within the
Parish. If you needed it, the
Village had it!
One of the shops gave
its name to Bakers Hill, not
because it was a baker’s,
but because the butcher’s
name was Baker ! He was
followed by Mr Bond and
then Mr May. They used
to slaughter animals on
the premises, with meat
delivered to outer farms on
horseback.
One
of the
delivery
boys
came
off his
horse
and
was
sadly
killed.

The photo shows Mr Bond,
the butcher, with his little
son and model T Ford
van, and Jim Moore, on
the horse from which he
was later to fall. The actual
bakers, Mr and Mrs Hellyer,
were in the centre of the
Village (at what is now
called ‘The Old Bakery’,
of course). They baked on
the premises and employed
a man to deliver to quite
distant places carrying a
large basket.
One of the wheelwrights
was at the rear of Tidal
View Close, behind which
the Home Guard built
a field kitchen during
the War. You will find
‘Home Guard 1940’
inscribed into the concrete
steps up to it, alongside
‘Pebbleside’, which was
where the blacksmith used
to be. A trace of the other
wheelwright can be found
in front of the garages on
the right of Jubilee Street,
where there is a metal
plate let into the ground
on which a wheel could be
clamped to have its metal
tyre fitted.
The names of several
other cottages in the Village
give a clue to their past use:
as well as ‘The Old Bakery’,
we have ‘The Old Stores’
and ‘The Old Post Office’.
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Aveton
Gifford

School Report

Title Needed?

T

he autumn term ended
in a flurry of tinsel and
glitter, with the last week
full of Christmas events.
The morning of Friday
11th December was spent
making Christingles for
the children to take to the
school Christingle Service
at St Andrew’s Church in
the afternoon. This was
followed by everyone sitting
down to a Christmas lunch
in the Memorial Hall before
we all walked up to church
to burn off the calories!
We spent the morning
of Monday 14th December
making Christmas baubles
and salt-dough decorations,
reindeer feed (for Santa’s
herd) and edible goodies
to sell at our Christmas
Fayre in the afternoon.
The children on our
School Council and Ethos
Committee planned and
organised the Fayre on this
occasion and it ran like
clockwork ! We must say a
very big ‘Thank you’ to Mrs
Hext and Mrs Sheppard for
giving up their time to come
in and run the refreshment
stall, to Mr Lloyd for
his wonderful ‘Shadow
Puppet’ show and to Father
Christmas who made a
quick stop-over at the
school before he set off to
get ready for his Christmas
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Eve delivery round ! We
should also say a very big
‘Well done’ to the children
for raising the amazing
amount of £452.36. On
this occasion, instead of
keeping the monies raised to
buy things for our school,
the children decided that
they would like to donate
them to our ‘sister’ school
in Cambodia, to help the
children there.
Green-faced aliens joined
the children and staff in
the church for our nativity
performances on 16th and
17th December. A host of
Angels, from years F to 6,
six Wise Men, two Marys,
two Josephs and a flock
of shepherds, as well as
two inn-keepers and the
whole school choir, filled
the Church with laughter
and song as the children
performed ‘Christmas
with the Aliens’ to parents,
carers and friends.
As always, we were
very grateful for all of
the help we received with
the wonderful array of
costumes - and a particular
thank you must go to Mrs
Tisdom for coming into
school to paint the aliens’
faces green. They looked
out of this world !
We start the spring
term with a visit from the

fire crew from Plympton
Blue Watch as they come
into school to give their
annual fire safety talk to
the children. This is always
a very popular event as it
gives the children (and staff
!) the opportunity to have a
look around a fire engine.
The older children will
be attending the Primary
Maths Challenge at KCC
on 27th January. Children
from all of the local primary
schools attend this day
of maths activities, with a
trophy being awarded at
the end of the day to the
school with the most points
– Aveton Gifford won the
trophy last year, so we’re
keeping our fingers crossed
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this time.
Harbour House will
be holding their annual
exhibition, ‘Primary
Colours’, from 5th to 24th
February. We will be taking
part in this again this year
and hope that as many
people as possible are able
to go along and see some of
our art work on display.
Our Year 2 children
are due to take part in
the annual ‘multi skills’
event organised by the PE
department at KCC on
4th March. The children
always have a great time
at this event, so please do
keep an eye open to see
some photos on our school
website. The College have
also arranged a tennis
tournament for Years 3
and 4 and a gym and dance
festival for Key Stage 2
which we will also be taking

part in.
The whole school will
be travelling to Buckfast
Abbey on 7th March to
take part in Easter activities
organised by the abbey’s
education department, a
lovely way in which to start
our preparations for Easter
before our Easter Service
at St Andrew’s Church on
23rd March.
The children also have
trips to the East Soar
Adventure Experience and
the Citadel in Plymouth
for a morning of ‘marine
biology’ to look forward to.
Pete Moore from ‘Forest
and Beach’ continues to
come into school each week
to work with small groups
of children, teaching them
‘forest school’ skills while
Trevor Becker joins us again
this term each Wednesday
afternoon for singing and

hymn practice.
Our fund-raising event
this term is ‘Bad Hair Day’
for Great Ormond Street
Hospital, when we hope
to raise as much money as
possible for this amazing
organisation by coming to
school with outrageouslooking hair styles. Keep a
look out for us all on Friday
12th February !
As always, we are
extremely grateful for all
of the help and support we
receive from our parents
and carers. After-school
clubs, help with reading
and maths, transport to and
from extra-curricular events
– we couldn’t do all of this
without them. Thank you.
If you would like to come
and visit the School please
contact us on 01548 550262
or admin@avetongifford.
devon.sch.uk

mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine, which is published bi-monthly
and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well as through the
Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church - circulation 450.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form. Please
contact David Stevens (davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk) for more information.
The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6 insertions (payable in advance):
Size

AG Parish resident
£

Non-resident
£

Whole page (A5)
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth of a page

150
75
51
36

204
102
63
51
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Fisherman’s Rest

01548
550284

B

idding to banish those winter blues, The Fisherman’s is
showing up as half-hearted the efforts of Mr D H Lawrence
by laying on a programme that will appeal to sons, lovers,
daughters, skittle players and disco dancers. Read on to find out
more …
Dates for your diaries:
* Sunday February 14th 12-2: Valentine’s Day lunch with a hearts and flowers theme;
price £13.95 (3 courses); pre-bookings will find a small present on their table.
* Saturday February 27th starting at 7pm: Skittles & Curry Night in aid of the Village
Fireworks Fund; the £9 price will include a donation to the Fund and there’ll also be a
raffle in aid of the Fund; the winner of the skittles will receive a small prize [note: there
was no skittles evening in January because we ran out of free Saturdays]
* Sunday March 6th 12-2: Mother’s Day special menu with a present for mothers; price
£10.95 (2 courses)
* Sunday March 27th 12-2: Easter set menu lunch; usual prices (£8.95 for the roast)
Regular events:
* Quiz nights: on the 2nd Thursday of the month, so February 11th and March 10th;
starting at 7:30pm with the quiz itself at 8:00

www.turkeysfromdevon.co.uk

Our bronze free-range turkeys
are traditionally reared and
prepared in the time-honoured
way to give a moist, flavoursome
meat for the centrepiece of
your Christmas table. They
meet the Golden Promise
standard with welfare a top
priority.
For further information or to
place your order please ring the
Walters family in Kingston on

(01548) 810259
JAZZ AT THE
FISHERMAN’S
AVETON GIFFORD

* Kingsbridge Jazz Club: on 1st Tuesday of the month starting at 7:30pm (doors open at
6:30): February 2nd, John Shillito’s Select Six; 1st March The Peter Allen Jazz Band
* Knit & Natter sessions are on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month, so February 9th
and 23rd and March 8th and 22nd; starting at 10:30am
* Fish & Chips: every Friday from 7:00pm; still only £5.50
* Ukelele Group meets every Monday evening.
New facilities:
* Skittle Alley: now available for bookings; minimum
of 10 people at £1 per person
* Small Disco: including
equipment and facilities; call
anyone at the Pub to make
arrangements.
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“Kingsbridge Jazz Club at Aveton Gifford” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s
Rest on the first Tuesday of each month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has
become a unique venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the next few months are as follows:
* 2nd February ~ John Shillito’s Select Six
* 1st March ~ The Pete Allen Jazz Band
* 5th April ~ Frog Island Jazz Band
For more information on Bands go to:
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club/
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes

by Rodney Bone
& Eric Wotton

The Leach’s Storm Petrel

M

y first ever sighting of
this rare visitor was
on December 28th after
I’d received a phone call
from Fenella Russell-Smith
from North Efford. She
said that she was walking
her dogs in the lane towards
Waterhead when one of the
animals ran up to her with a
dead bird in its mouth. This
turned out to be a Leach’s
Storm Petrel, which is one
of the smallest seabirds on
European coasts. It is a little
bigger than a swallow and
blackish-brown in colour,
with a white-grey centred
rump and a slightly forked
tail.

The only time it is found on
land is during the breeding
season, when it congregates
in colonies, generally on
islands. The nests are found
in cracks in a rock, in a hole
in the ground or in rabbit
burrows. In October the
birds migrate to spend the
winter between the Tropic
of Cancer and the Equator.
In 2013 only one bird was
recorded in Devon, at
Thurlestone during severe
gales, on 28th October.
The bird found at Aveton
Gifford probably died at sea
and was washed up the Estuary by the wind and tide.

Winter Highlights
by Rod Bone & Eric Wotton
9 Nov

156 Wigeon

10 Nov

3 Cattle Egret at South Efford Marsh

10 Nov

1 Yellow Browed Warbler seen by Eric at South Efford Marsh

11-20 Nov

4 Shoveler Ducks at South Efford Marsh

13 Nov

35 Golden Plover flying over Stadbury

13 Nov

112 Skylarks at Stadbury; 120 at Ley Farm

15 Nov

155 Teal at South Efford Marsh

17 Nov

2 Dunlin at South Efford Marsh

13 Dec

2 Water Pipits at South Efford Marsh

2 Jan

6 Turnstones at Bantham

2 Jan

11 Shelducks return to South Efford Marsh
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The Minister’s
Review
by Neil Barker

The Path isn’t Always Easy

E

xactly 400 years ago
(on 26th February
1616, to be precise) the
Italian astronomer Galileo
was ordered by Cardinal
Bellarmine to abandon his
opinion that the Earth and
planets revolve round the
Sun. Many since have, like
Galileo, been attacked for
expressing views deemed
unacceptable. So, in our
own day, an advert for the
Lord’s Prayer is barred from
cinemas (a whopping ‘own
goal’ which greatly increased
its publicity !), speakers are
excluded from Cambridge
University for holding
unpopular and ‘offensive’
views, and students demand
the removal of statues of
Rhodes because of his
‘colonialism’.
The French writer and
philosopher Voltaire once
said, ‘I disapprove of what
you say, but I will defend
to the death your right to
say it’. Today’s view is ‘you
might offend someone, so
keep quiet’; though, as the
government has pointed
out, nobody has a right not
to be offended.
In many parts of the
world, Christians are
actively persecuted because
of their faith in Jesus Christ.

and respect’. That still
holds good today and
applies to every church
person. So, pray for those
persecuted for their faith,
pray for opportunities
to tell people what Jesus
has done, in a sincere and
loving manner, and pray
for courage to keep going
despite opposition. In other
words, to live like a true
follower of Jesus Christ.

The New Testament was
written against a backdrop
of persecution. Believers
were exhorted to stand
firm and to use every
opportunity to tell people
the good news of Jesus.
St Peter urged people to
be ready to give an answer
about what they believed,
but to do it ‘with gentleness
February Diary
6.00pm
Wed 3rd
Worship Committee
Thurs 4th,
The Prayer Course, 5a Tidal
11, 18th & 2.30pm
View Close
25th
Sun 7th
11.00am Family Service
Wed 10th 7.30pm
Ash Wednesday Communion
Sun 14th
11.00am Holy Communion, by extension
Thurs 18th 7.30pm
Deanery Synod
Sun 21st
11.00am
Sun 28th
11.00am
March Diary
Tues 1st
7.30pm
Thurs 3rd 2.30pm
& 10th
Sun 6th
11.00am
11.00am
Sun 13th
10.30 am
Sun 20th
11.00am
Wed 23rd 2.45pm
10.30am
Fri 25th
11.00 am
Sun 27th
11.00am

Matins
Family Communion

PCC
The Prayer Course, 5a Tidal
View Close
Family Service
Holy Communion
Procession from the Fisherman’s
Rest
Morning Prayer
Primary School Easter service
Procession from the Fisherman’s
Rest
Service in church
Easter Sunday Family
Communion
We welcome Aveton Gifford Primary School to St. Andrew’s
church on Wednesday and Friday afternoons at 3pm.
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Need help with personal admin?

GREENLANDS
Higher Wizaller

Surrounded by piles of paper and other clutter
and don’t know where to start?
Call Diana Pring
for a FREE initial consultation

* FRESH EGGS
* Full Range of HOME GROWN Vegetable plants

All Sorted!

* Tomato and Strawberry plants

01548 511125 · www.allsorted.org.uk

* Bedding Plants and Basket plants
* Hanging Baskets and Basket Refill service available.

Claire Louise Hill

* MARBLE ART - Garden Ornaments - Wall Plaques

Professional Painter and Decorator

* Good range of Spanish Cookware

Bijou, 41 Icy Park, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LQ
Home 01548 559274

Bob and Brenda Coates
Tel. 01548 550491

Bigbury Golf Club
01548 810557
http://www.bigburygolfclub.co.uk
enquiries@bigburygolfclub.co.uk
SPECIAL WINTER MEMBERSHIP OFFER £150

Award Winning – Fully Qualified – Fully Insured

Bigbury is a very good winter golf course, we drain well and stay on main greens
wherever possible (except when there is frost).

FLETE
GARDENS

Curtains

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance

Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

New members are invited to come along and join as Winter Members enjoying
November to February inclusive for only £150
PLAY ANY TIME & AS OFTEN AS YOU WISH

Mobile 07976 129162

Tel: 01548 830435

Professional Cleaning Services
• Carpets, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
• Stain & Odour Removal
• Car-Boat-Caravan Wash & Valet
• Gutter Vacuum

T: 01548 854313

E:info@fine-shine.com		

• Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
• All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
• Window Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

W:www.fine-shine.com

Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1SF
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TALKING SHOP
Here are a couple of dates for your diary!
Valentines Day, Sunday 14th February
Kerryn at Bunns ‘n’ Crumbs is creating giftwrapped, heart-shaped tartlets for us - and what
about a bottle of prosecco to go with them ?
We will also have cards, wrapping paper and
boxes of chocolates - everything to make the day
special. You can order the tartlets now. Don’t forget!
Mother’s Day, Sunday 6th March
Another special day to be celebrated and Bunns ‘n’ Crumbs will be baking
some delicious cakes for the occasion. We also have a wide range of
wines for the special Sunday lunch. And of course we will have boxes of
chocolates, cards and wrapping paper
By the way, all Bunns ‘n’ Crumbs creations are perfect for
vegetarians
Raising funds for the Community Village Shop
People have very kindly been donating DVDs and CDs. The range is huge,
from children’s films to horror movies; £1.00 each. Come and have a
browse, there are lots to choose from.
Also Yvonne Knapman has generously been knitting wonderful headbands /
ear-warmers in different colours and designs; £4.00 each
The Aveton Gifford Calendar 2016
There are still some left and have been reduced to the special price of
£3.00. Hurry up while stocks last!
Money is always needed to renew, update and service the shop equipment
and maintain the building
Happy shopping at your village shop.
The Village Shop & Post Office is open 7 days a week:
Monday: 8am - 6pm
Tuesday: 8am -1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Wednesday: 8am - 6pm
Thursday: 8am - 6pm
Friday: 8:00am - 1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 1pm
The shop is closed for lunch Tuesday and Friday between 1pm & 2pm

Contact us on: Tel 01548 550996 Email: john@artashton.co.uk
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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