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the last month South West Water (SWW)
Iroofncontractors
have installed new drains so that
and surface water from the School and Hall

go directly to the Stream rather than into the main
sewer. This is the first of the WaterShed solutions
put forward by SWW to prevent the drainage system
being overloaded when we have heavy downpours
and thus reduce the likelihood of sewage overspills.
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It also includes the newly constructed ‘swale’ outside
the Hall which, we have been told, ‘will be planted
and turfed with a robust wildflower/grass mixture
designed to withstand conditions in a sustainable
drainage feature such as this’.
SWW’s team of engineers have also been approaching householders to assess suitable houses for the
Deadline for copy for next issue: 10th May 2016

second half of their
scheme. This will
involve disconnecting
their roof- and surface
drains from the main
sewer and replacing this
outlet with a sustainable
alternative. The cut-off
date for applications
was 16th March, following which the Parish
Council was assured
that Peter MelvilleShreeve would write
to all those who had
expressed interest.
The third and final
part of the WaterShed Project has an
educational remit and
involves working with
the School and children
to come up with a plan
to install planters and
other water collection
features which will ena-

ble rainwater to be reused. These ideas will
be discussed with the
School later this spring,
but it is hoped to carry
out the necessary work
in the grounds during
the summer holidays

The Swale
You may remember
that the Parish Flood
Group managed to

obtain grant money for
some high-tech rain
gauges to give residents
advance warning of
extra heavy rainfall.
Gauges are now in
place for Waterhead
and Parson’s Brook
and have been set up
to send phone alerts to
Flood Group members when downpours
are sufficiently heavy
for potential flooding.
Rising levels of water
in Parson’s Brook have
triggered the alarm
twice recently, but the
work done to enlarge
the culvert at Tree
Corner and to dredge
Parson’s Brook has
ensured that this heavy
rainfall has passed on
through to the main
river.

Last Soup & Pud Event for a While

T

he Soup & Pud event on April 16th will
be the last one till October.
So, if you haven’t been before, get along
quick. The events are held in the Village Hall
between 12 and 2pm and regularly delight more than 20 people
with a selection of delicious home-made soups and yummy,
tummy-warming puddings. Fabulous value for a fiver - and that’s
even before you take into account the sparkling company, which
is completely free at the point of delivery.
Bookings can be made by calling Jan on
550981.
The Village Hall Committee would also
like to say ‘Thank You’ to Melanie’s
family for donating a Hostess Trolley.

mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine, which is published bi-monthly
and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church - circulation 450.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form. Please
contact David Stevens (davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk) for more information.
The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6 insertions (payable in advance):
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Size

AG Parish resident
£

Non-Resident
£

Whole page
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth of page

150
75
51
36

204
102
63
51
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SURF HAMS FILM COLLECTIVE: FILM FESTIVAL

S

urf Hams Film Collective is delighted to be hosting the
Aveton Gifford Film Festival 2016.

The gala evening of film will be showcasing the best work
from local talent of all ages. This year's event promises to be
a corker judging by the entries received thus far - so, come
along and tuck into a feast of film and fun!
* Venue: Memorial Hall, Aveton Gifford
* Date: 21 May; time: 7.30pm
* Tickets on sale from the Shop from 1st May; adults £4;
children £1; film-makers free
* BYO; light refreshments available
* Trophies for the best films
Proceeds to the Memorial Hall and Surf Mash, Aveton Gifford's free surf sale and music event.
Film-makers, please note that the deadline for films is 9th
May.

RLB Conversions & Property Maintenance
We are a family business and our ethos is to treat
each client with honesty and integrity. We pride
ourselves on our professional and friendly approach
and our enthusiasm and dedication to each new
project, big or small.
Extensions, loft conversions, new kitchens, new
bathrooms, plastering, carpentry, roofing, stonework,
window replacement …
Please contact Richard for your free, no obligation,
quotation on 01548 521827 or 07899 593984
Or email richardbaldwin3@aol.
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MEWSTONE
MASONRY
Avon Bridge, Aveton Gifford,
www.mewstonemasonry.co.uk.Tel: 07811 489230
email: pippa@mewstonemasonry.co.uk
Sculpture, Fireplaces, Lettering, Architectural stone,
Restoration; I also run carving courses (gift vouchers
available). Feel free to call in to my workshop on the
bridge to see what I am working on.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Please see our Facebook page :
https://www.facebook.com/surfhamsfc/
for details of how to enter. We look forward to seeing your
entries!
Sous les paves, la plage.
Aveton Gifford Parish Project Group invite you to hear
TONY PORTER talk about his new book “WHATEVER NEXT ?”
Friday 6th May 7pm AG Village Hall . Entry £6 at the door.
Refreshments available.
All proceeds will be used for community projects.
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Dinghy Went Like Lightning

you were down by
IallfTimbers
car park at
in the week before

Easter you may have
noticed quite a lot
of work going on to
renew some of the
electricity lines and
poles.
At the New Year
during the bad weather
with its onshore winds,
one of the dinghies tied
up on the grass beside
the leat was blown
towards the power lines
which cross that end
of the foreshore. The
tide was in and eventually the inevitable happened because it had
been left there with its
mast still up; the resulting big bang when it
connected with the live
cables left a number
of households without any electricity for
some hours. By sheer
good fortune no people had been involved
when this happened
otherwise the outcome
could have been much,
much worse, but it was
another reminder that
these cables are very
vulnerable, and potentially lethal.
Peter Smith reported
it to Western Power,
and he negotiated with
their engineers to find
a solution. It isn’t the
first time that masts
have been tangled up
6

in cables across this
end of the river. Many
of us may remember
a mast shorting out
the mains supply during one of the Regattas, and on a different
occasion a large yacht
actually snapped one
of the power lines and
brought it down into
the river with spectacular results.
After talking to
Peter, Western Power
engineers immediately
recognised the danger
here, and proposed
to raise the height of
the cables with taller
poles, and to replace
the four existing small
cables with a single
line sheathed with an
insulating material of
the type used in mari-

nas and harbours. Our
SHDC Councillor
Ian Bramble has also
helped by ensuring that
the council will put up
some warning notices
to boat owners.
Timbers has several
boat park spaces in use,
the car park has recently seen work on several
boats to ready them for
use this year, and the
exit to the Tidal Road
is a popular slipway
during the holiday season when the tide is in.
It’s hoped that this
recent work will ensure
that something similar
doesn’t happen again
as the new cables are
well insulated and at
least a metre higher,
but it’s still worth
politely reminding the
owners of boats with
tall masts to remember
the cables above them
both on dry land and
in the water, and to
look upwards as well
when they are manoeuvring dinghies on a
good high tide. Also if
they are mooring on
the foreshore it would
be wise to use a stern
mooring as well so that
the boat doesn’t drag
or swing around when
the tide is in, because
what looks perfectly
safe on a grassy foreshore can be a different
matter when the tide is
high.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN FORUM
month the
Ltheastvillage
hall was
venue for our

and members of the
Neighbourhood Plan
group are working
through them to produce a report that will
be presented to the
parish within the next
few months.

The Neighbourhood
Plan public consultation on Saturday
20th was extremely
well attended, and
the Working Group
would like to thank
everyone who attended. There was a great
atmosphere and lots
of lively discussion,
assisted by some delicious home made
biscuits to accompany tea and coffee.
109 attendees were
recorded and the
post-it-note boards
were enthusiastically
filled.
The notes have
now been collated

For anyone who
missed this event, or
anyone who came but
has since thought of

first Neighbourhood
Plan Forum, and the
Working Group has
sent us the following
thank-you and report;

further points, there is
still the opportunity to
contribute via the AG
website and Facebook
sites.
If you have any suggestions to put forward you can enter
them in the comments
box on the AG Facebook page where
they will be picked up
by the NP Working
Group.
Alternatively, a
“post box” for suggestions is available in the
village shop.
You can also declare
your views
on https://www.
surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/SVQT5FP.
Thank you all very
much for taking the
time to contribute
your thoughts and
ideas.
There will be an
update in the next
issue of mAGpie.

mAGpie - Issues 1 - 100
In issue 100 we committed to producing an electronic archive and
detailed index of issues 1 to 100 of mAGpie.
The work to do this has been taking place but, in the event, the target
date of ‘the end of 2015’ has proved overly ambitious. It is hoped that
the work will be complete by the time of the next issue and, if it proves
feasible, we will have the archive and index on the community website;
otherwise they will be copied to disc and made available via the Parish
Project Group.
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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T

he Syrian refugees are more in need than ever - Please help if you can.
We need washed, ironed, folded, quality warm, sensible clothes for ALL ages but for
adults particularly. But if you wouldn't wear it please don’t donate it. The refugees are people
like us. They do not want stained, worn clothing. We need:
- Warm waterproof
jackets and trousers for
ALL ages.
-NEW thick socks and
undies for ALL.
-Gloves.
-Big scarves that women
can wear as hijabs.
-NEW leggings for
ladies.
-Sturdy, CLEAN, shoes /
boots - no wellies

-Bandages
-Rice
-Antiseptics
-Bulgar wheat
-Pain relief
-Lentils
-Tourniquets
-Oats
and sanitizer
-Easy open tins of vegeta-Celox or Dioralyte
bles/ fruit and fish
-Sealed and sterile wound
-Spices
dressings
-Vegetable stock cubes
-Steri-strips
-Baby milk
-Wet wipes
-Baby food pouches and
-Nappies
formula
-Nappy cream
-Baby bottles
-Cough and cold tablets.
		 Please call Pippa on 07811 489230 if you can help.
Juliet Bill from The Old Bakery Restaurant in Kingsbridge has been volunteering in Greece
with the Health Point Foundation.
She has set up a JustGiving Crowdfunding Page to raise £2000 to provide a medical team at
the Greek borders allowing a fluid & effective response in this crisis.
To donate, go to https://crowdfunding.justgiving.com/juliethpf?utm_id=2

Www.bouncyjimshire.uk
info@bouncyjimshire.uk
01548 550886
07568080200
Full Insured up to
£5 million pl.

10% discount to any resident of
Aveton Gifford Quote ref MAGAG!
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USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS for AG
BT Broadband faults				
24 hrs 0800 111 4567
BT phone faults				
24 hrs 0800 800 151
Bus - Stagecoach					01392 427711
Bus - Tally ho						01548 853081
Coastguard non-emergency				01803 882704
Dentist – Kingsbridge NHS				
01548 854216
Devon Doctors (out of hours service)			
0845 6710 270
Doctor – Kingsbridge - Norton Brook			
0844 4778953
Doctor – Modbury health centre			
01548 830666
Electricity – emergency				
24 hrs 0800 678 3105
Environment Agency floodline			
24 hrs 0345 988 1188
Environment Agency chemical spills			
0333 444 1980
Floodline						0845 988 1188
Gas (bulk home LPG emergency)		
24 hrs 08457 200 100
Hospital Kingsbridge – South Hams			
01548 852349
Hospital Plymouth - Derriford				
0845 155 8155
Hospital Torquay -					01803 614567
Hospital Totnes						01803 862622
NHS Direct						111
Pharmacy – Kingsbridge – Boots			
01548 852354
Pharmacy – Kingsbridge - Co-op			
01548 857158
Pharmacy – Modbury					01548 830215
Police- non-emergency					
08452 777444 or 101
Pre-school, The Hive					07716 790920
Pub - Fisherman’s Rest					
0158 550284
RSPCA						24 hrs 0300 1234 999
Samaritans					24 hrs 116 123
School							01548 550262
South Hams District Council				
01803 550405
Shop							01548 550996
Tourist Information - Kingsbridge			
01548 853195
Trading standards - farmed animal
health and fuel incidents			
24 hrs 01392 499499
Victim support						0808 1689 111
Water and sewage				
24 hrs 0344 346 2020
Crossword Answers
Across: 2. Notable, 8. Shop, 9. Speedbump, 10. AONB, 12. Gas, 14. Era, 15. Water, 17.
Type, 21. Neighbourhood, 22. Spaces, 25. Film, 26. Urn, 27. Transport, 29. Gen, 31.
Uses, 33. Step, 34. Wildlife.
Down: 1. Bridge, 2. NHS, 3. Tree, 4. Badger, 5. Education, 6. USP, 7. Open, 10. Awe, 11.
Broadband, 13. Swan, 16. Toilets, 18. Parking, 19. Community, 20. Bus, 23. Parish, 24.
Formal, 28. Pool, 30. Off, 32. SW.

AG Refugee Collection

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Apr / May Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
APRIL DIARY
Monday 4th
Monday 11th
Thursday 14th

7.30 pm
7.00-9:00 pm
7.30 pm

Parish council Meeting
Girls’ Night Out singing group
WI – Parish Project Group ‘What is it all about’,
OPEN meeting, visitors welcome

Saturday 16th

12.00-2.00pm

‘Soup and Pud’ Lunch, £5 per person, raising
funds for the Hall
Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)

Wednesday 27th 9.30-10.30am
Friday 29th

7.30pm

St Andrew’s Plant and Coffee Evening – plants,
cakes, produce, white elephant, books, raffle and
refreshments. Admission: adults 50p, children free. 		
Proceeds in aid of St. Andrew’s Church.

MAY DIARY
Thursday 5th
7.00 am10.00 pm
Friday 6th
7.30pm

Police and Crime Commissioner election

Monday 9th
Thursday 12th
Monday 16th
Friday 21st
Wednesday 25th

Parish Council Meeting followed by AGM
WI AGM
Village Hall AGM - all welcome
Aveton Gifford Film Festival, raising funds for the Hall
Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)

7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
9.30-10.30am

Parish Project Group - Talk by Tony Porter on his
latest book, ‘Whatever Next’

REGULAR EVENTS
Mondays
3.00-4.30pm
Tuesdays
7.00pm-9.00pm
Wednesdays
3.40pm-7.00pm
6.30-7.30pm
7.15-8.00pm

Monday Club
Yoga Class with Stephen Harding
Children’s ballet class
Zumba at The Fisherman’s Rest (From 13th April)
Table Tennis Club – All ages welcome. Equipment
provided. £1.50 per session.
Thursdays
9.15am-10.15pm Zumba class; £5 per session
Please note – yoga, ballet and zumba are term time only and break for
holidays.
PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE’
Tuesday, Wednesday & 9.00-12.00
Friday
12.00-1.00
1.00-3.30
Thursday
9.00-12.00
12.00-1.00

Monday

10

9.45-11.45am

Morning sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon sessions
Morning sessions
Lunch Club
No afternoon session
Parents & Toddlers

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

A

G Calendar
Photography
Competition - details
and pay for entries at the
village shop.
You can also see the
rules for this year’s competition on the website;
http://www.avetongifford.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/
AG-Calendar-Competition-Rules-and-parental-permission-2016.pdf
It’s worth looking at
them again even if you
entered last year as there
have been some changes,
and now the entrants
have been extended to
include local school-children and all AG home
owners.
It’s lovely weather now
at last, so time to get your
cameras out!

• No Breakfast Club at present, but if demand increases or anyone is interested,
please contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920
• Summer term begins on Monday 11th April
• Half term break-up Friday 27th May, back 6th June
For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition
has gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

Lifting Spirits

I

don’t think I can
remember such a long,
wet and miserable winter.
It has been nigh on
impossible to do very much
at all on the allotments, but
as I write this the sun is
shining and my spirits are
lifting.
By now broad beans
should have been planted
but the ground is still far
too cold so all outdoor
sowings will have to be
delayed. This year I have
treated myself to an electric
propagator, hoping to get a
bit of a head start, but there
is no point in starting anything off until the ground is
warmer for planting out, so
I shall find other jobs to do
instead.

I have two new bare-root
fruit trees which need to be
planted whilst they are still
dormant. If left until next
month it may be too late
and I need to finish winterpruning the gooseberries,
blackcurrants and autumn
raspberry canes.
For those plants that love
manure there is still time
to dig some in, or simply
spread it over the surface as
a top dressing. Then, a covering of old carpet or polythene should start to warm
the soil ready for planting.
I need to prepare the site
for the runner beans by digging a one foot trench and
adding all my kitchen waste
for the next few weeks - it
should then be nicely rotted

Another article in an occasional series from David Davis Berry our Tree Warden
The Mighty Oak

down ready for planting
by either May or June. So,
despite the weather, there
is a lot to do and a lot to
look forward to. Spring
is an exciting time on the
allotments and as soon as
you see the first seedlings
appear you forget all about
the horrible winter and just
look forward to the months
ahead and enjoying the
fruits of your labour.
Happy growing, Everybody.
Jackie, Allotment Secretary, 01548 550110

STOP PRESS

Update on Morgan the Welshie

Morgan’s Press Officer has contacted us to say that Morgan attended the
Birmingham NEC for Crufts on Friday 11th March. He was in a class of 14,
made the cut to the last 8 and was eventually placed 7th. This is a good result
for one so young and inexperienced, so his Press Officer is well pleased and
his breeder also !
Morgan will prepare a proper 'blog' later, after Mum and Dad have
returned home; photographs will also be available.
[Note: the Editor of Morgan’s fanzine has already requested publication permission to
ensure that his devoted followers will not be disappointed, so please don’t panic]
12

Amazing Trees in AG

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

ngland’s national tree and the
E
symbol of the Woodland Trust,
Oaks can live for 1000 years. (though
mostly up to 200 years).

The wonderful hard wood is used for
flavouring wine through its use in oak
barrels, making frames for timber houses, furniture making, but most famously
Oak was used for ship building in days
of yore. The New Forest was planted
with thousands of Oaks; the Navy built
ships from them and this helped Britannia rule the waves.
The Great Storm of 1703 took out
about 4000 Oak trees in the New Forest, so horrible storms happened even
then.
The ‘Royal Oak’ name came about
after Charles ll hid in one after the Battle of Worcester. Later, in Cromwell’s
day, people liked to get married under
Oaks as they were considered a symbol
of strength and survival. The festive
Yule log was always a log of Oak.
A single large tree provides a rich,
biodiverse habitat for hundreds of species of insects that provide food for
birds; indeed, Oaks probably

support more types of wildlife than
any other British tree. And yet somehow they survive all these creatures
living in them, not to mention all the
animals that love to eat the acorns on
the ground. (Not for horses though the tannic acid in green acorns is very
toxic to horses and ponies).
There are over 500 different species
of Oak around the world but the
ones you will see around Aveton Gifford are either English or Sessile. The
former has stalks on the acorns, the
other has its acorns in tight bunches,
with no stalk. Acorns on English
Oak are only produced after 45 years
or so.
You can see Oaks along all our
footpaths, along the riverside where
the boughs dip down to touch the
ground then grow upwards again and
in fields and hedgerows where farmers have left them to stand on their
own.
To quote Joyce Kilmer:
I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.
This could almost have been written
with Oak trees in mind.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Parish Puzzlers

by Pippa Unwin

Crossword with a Gentle
Reference to The Neighbourhood Plan
(answers on page 9)

Across:
2. Remarkable, significant
(7)
8. Village store and PO (4)
9. Sleeping policeman? (9)
10. Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (4)
12. Air-like fuel (3)
14. Long period of history
(3)
15. H2O; liquid forming
rain, rivers, reservoirs (5)
17. Category, classification
(4)
21. Our area, or 19 down
or 23 down (13)
22. 7 down ….., - areas
to run and play in (6)
25. Movie (4)
26. How much does a Grecian …? (3)
27. Vehicles to get us from
A to B (9)
29. Info, knowledge (3)
31. Functions, purposes (4)
33. Stage, pace (4)
34. The native fauna and
flora (8)
Down:
1. Structure crossing the
river (6)
2. National Health Service
(3)
3. Willow, oak or ash (4)

14

4. Local black and white
predator (6)
5. Schooling, academic
instruction (9)
6. Unique Selling Point (3)
7. Wide and free, not shut
(4)
10. Shock and … (3)
11. Internet telecommunication (9)
13. White bird common on
our estuary (4)
16. Public conveniences (7)
18. The act of leaving a

vehicle in a designated
stopping place (7)
19. Group of people living in the same place (9)
20. Vehicle to get us from
AG to Kingsbridge (3)
23. Administrative district
(6)
24. Official, authorised
(6)
28. Our place to swim (4)
30. Not on (3)
32. Compass bearing for
Devon and Cornwall (2)
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Know your Parish

by Ken Doughty

Village Shops (continued)

I

n the early 1900s there
were seven shops in the
Village, four of them being
general stores, each one
having its own speciality
to encourage custom. Mrs
Light at ‘Old Walls’ sold
note books; Mrs Beer sold
bread; Mr and Mrs Lidstone
sold ice cream made from
locally produced milk and
had a ‘stop me and buy
one bicycle’ which was
occasionally cycled round
the village; Mrs Steer sold
clothing as well as groceries.
(See the left-hand window
of the shop shown in the
calendar). In Dorothy
Bone’s day the Post Office
housed the only
telephone in the Village
and the postmistress
was Mrs Pengelly while
her husband was a
village carpenter. The
Post Office was much
smaller than it later
became; it was enlarged
by acquiring part of the
neighbouring cottage
to become the only
surviving general store.
This was in the early years
of the twenty-first century,
until it too closed. After a
period with no shop at all a
replacement was eventually
housed in a Portakabin
sited near the Memorial
Hall, to be succeeded by the
present shop. All this was

achieved by a committee of
villagers who pursued the
various grants and obtained
the necessary planning
permissions.
The aptly-named Mr
Burner had a coal store at
the northern end of the
village and also owned the
barge which brought coal
and other materials up from
Bantham. Villagers had to
collect the coal for their
kitchen stoves in wheelbarrows, as there was no delivery service. Every now and
then the barge was cleaned
out and used for the Sunday
School outing to Bantham
and a picnic on the Ham.

When my wife Pat and
I had a home in Corner
House, at the junction of
Fore Street and Jubilee
Street (note the Victorian
head and the date on its side
wall), our close neighbours
were John and Mary Wilkes
who ran the general store in

what is now called ‘The Old
Stores’. Their speciality was
cheese and every now and
then John would drive up
to Cheddar to buy his stock.
He would then store it in
the cool cellars of the Taverners Inn opposite so that
he was occasionally seen
trundling his wheelbarrow
across the road to collect
his cheeses. Another shop
in those days was an antique
shop, its entrance being
through a large car park
where Bakers Terrace is
now sited. Where the shop
was is now Bakers Cottage,
still with the entrance in a
short alleyway between it
and Bakers Terrace.
Midway along the
west side of Fore Street
was a second-hand
shop run by the Miltons who later retired
to Icy Park. The large
shutters now to be seen
there are where their
establishment was.
The present surviving Shop is situated in
front of the Memorial Hall. It stands in a very
pleasant garden maintained
by volunteers and is currently run by Dinah Ashton
and her assistants. It is very
much a Village Community
Shop and advertises regularly in mAGpie.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

15

Aveton
Gifford

School Report

Thank you and Au Revoir

A

s we head towards
the end of another
busy half-term we are
getting ready to say
‘Good-bye’ to our
Head of Teaching and
Learning, Mrs Samantha
McCarthy-Patmore. Mrs
McCarthy-Patmore has
led the School since
January 2014 and during
that time we have seen
some wonderful changes,
including the clearing
of our outdoor learning
area; the introduction of
‘Forest School’ activities
led by Pete Moore of
‘Forest and Beach’;
action-packed ‘Messy
Maths’ weeks when the
children have immersed
themselves in a variety
of indoor and outdoor
Maths activities, which
have even included a
whole-School trip to the
beach at Street Gate;
the commissioning of
two stunning murals
by graffiti artist Lloyd
Roberts to brighten up
the school’s external
block work; and the
commissioning and
installation of security
gates to make the Early
Years play area a safer
environment, to name
but a few. We are all
going to miss Mrs
McCarthy-Patmore’s

16

kindness, sense of
humour and passion
for education, but we
send her off to her new
position as Head at a
newly built school near
Exeter with our love and
very best wishes for the
future.
Mrs Angela Jenkins,
who many of the parents
and children will remember from when she taught
at the School when we
joined the First Federation, will be joining the
staff as Acting Head of
Teaching and Learning
for the summer term.
We very much hope that
she will enjoy her time
back here with us at
Aveton Gifford.
The beginning of this
term seems almost like a
distant memory now, so
much has happened …
•
We were delighted to
have some of our children’s art work exhibited
as part of the annual
‘Primary Colours’ exhibition at Harbour House.
If you weren’t able to
attend, please take a look
at some of the photos in
the ‘News’ section of our
website.
•
Our Year 6 children
have taken part in the

annual ‘Primary Maths
Challenge’ – we are still
awaiting the result, but
hope to have retained the
trophy which we won last
year.
•
We have raised money
for the Great Ormond
Street Hospital for children by taking part in
their ‘Bad Hair Day’.
There were some amazingly whacky hairstyles
created for this great
fundraising event and we
are sure that a number of
our lovely mums had to
spend quite a long time
brushing out the gel and
hairspray from their children’s hair at the end of
the day.
•
Our Key Stage 2 children have spent a day
with Pete Moore and his
‘Forest and Beach’ team
learning about coastal
erosion and rock formations as part of their
topic work this term.
Luckily the weather was
kind to us and we only
had a brief shower at the
beginning of the day.
•
The weather wasn’t
so kind to us on the day
we were due to travel to
the Royal William Yard
for a trip along the river:
gale force winds and torrential rain meant that we

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

had to postpone this trip
until the summer term
when, hopefully, the sun
will shine.
•
Our Netball Team
have taken part in the
Kingsbridge Area interschool Netball Tournament. They all played
extremely well and we
must say a very big thank
you to Mrs Sarah Cadle
for spending every Tuesday afternoon coaching
the team and for getting
them ready to take part in
this competition.
•
World Book Day on
3rd March saw the children come to school
dressed as their favourite
book character: Little Red
Riding Hood, Captain
Jack Sparrow, Harry Potter, Pippi Longstocking
- the list of well-known
characters was endless.
Please do take a look at
the photos of the day on
our school website – everyone looked amazing.
•
The children in Year
2 have taken part in
the Multi Skills Festival
which is organised each
year by the PE department at KCC. They all
had a great time working with KCC staff and
students to improve their
balance, catching and
throwing skills.
•
Not to be outdone on
the fitness front, ten of
our Year 3 and 4 chil-

dren have taken part in
an afternoon of tennis
coaching, again hosted by
KCC. Although a number of the children from
Herons Class who took
part in this event attend
weekly tennis coaching
sessions on the village
tennis courts, several of
the children who went
had only played tennis at
school with Mr Hilling,
our PE Teacher. It was
a great opportunity for
them all to play together
to improve their skills.
We think that perhaps
Ashley has the makings
of a future Andy Murray……watch this space!!
•
Our Ethos Committee
travelled to Blackpool
CE Primary School to
take part in the First Federation Children’s Ethos
Day. They spent a lovely
day learning more about
the Easter story alongside
the children from the
other eight schools in
our federation. Needless
to say, eating chocolate
Easter eggs and making
Easter biscuits proved to
be very popular activities.
•
We have welcomed
two Coastguards, Mr
King and Mr Ness, into
school. Our guests then
joined the children in
Kingfishers and Egrets to
talk to them about safety
at sea. Years F to 2 have
been learning about various aspects of sea safety
through studying the

book ‘The Lighthouse
Keeper’s Lunch’ and
re-enacting the story of
Grace Darling. They all
had a wonderful afternoon with the Coastguards and even got the
opportunity to sound the
siren on their truck!
•
The whole School
spent a day full of Easterthemed activities at Buckfast Abbey on Monday
7th March. Everyone had
a lovely day and we hope
to make a return visit in
the not too distant future.
•
As we write, the last
event of the term will
be our Easter Service to
be held in St Andrew’s
Church on Wednesday
23rd March, before we
break up for the holidays
the following day. We
are hoping to see as many
people there as possible,
particularly as it will be
Mrs McCarthy-Patmore’s
last service with us.
As always, we would
like to take this opportunity to say a very
big thank you to all of
the parents, carers and
friends who come into
School to help in a myriad of ways - the children
and staff all benefit enormously from everything
they do. Thank you.
If you would like
to come and visit our
School, please contact
us on 01548 550262 or
admin@avetongifford.
devon.sch.uk
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Fisherman’s Rest

01548
550284

Spring’s On Its Way

W

hat a winter ! [National Curriculum approved usage of
exclamation mark: Ed].
The optimists said it only rained once in January but fail to point
out that the period of rain lasted non-stop for 30 days.
After all the grim weather, it should be a crime not to get out and
enjoy the spring sunshine. So, before you get arrested, get along to The Fisherman’s and enjoy
their facilities - good food, superb beer, great hospitality and a wonderful setting.
Relax; get some vitamin D and enjoy the finer things in Life.
Regular events:
* Quiz nights: on the 2nd Thursday of the month, so April 14th and May 12th; starting at
7:30pm with the quiz itself at 8:00

.
Next stop..
Pickles

!
Modburyin

* Fish & Chips: eat in every Friday from 7:00pm; still only £5.50. Or, if you prefer,
takeaway fish & chips are available
Monday to Saturday 7:00 to 9:00 and
Sunday 7:00-8:30.
* Ukelele Group meets every Monday
evening.
* Zumba - Wednesday in the function
room. 6.30-7.30pm From13th April. £5
per class and all abilities welcome.
New facilities (call anyone at the Pub to
make arrangements.)
* Skittle Alley: now available for bookings;
minimum of 10 people at £1 per person
* Small Disco: including equipment and
facilities;
* Function Room: with space for 80 people
and a separate bar area; ideal for special
events and informal parties
* Package for conferences: with a large
screen TV and a projector viewing room.
For the latest information: keep an eye on the
Fisherman’s page on Facebook.
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* Kingsbridge Jazz Club: on 1st Tuesday of the month starting at 7:30pm (doors open at
6:30): April 5th, Frog Island Jazz Band; May 3rd The Storyville Jassband
* Knit & Natter sessions are on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month, so April 12th and
26th and May 10th and 24th; starting at 10:30am

Outdoor

a
....on the m te.
u
93 bus ro ly

Garden

With regular special offers ...we stock everything
from cookware to pet products, thousands
of items available at Modbury’s one stop shop.
“delivery service available”

2 Broad Street . Modbury PL21 0PS . Tel : 01548 830412 . www.picklesmodbury.co.uk

JAZZ AT THE
FISHERMAN’S
AVETON GIFFORD

“Kingsbridge Jazz Club at Aveton Gifford” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s
Rest on the first Tuesday of each month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has
become a unique venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the next few months are as follows:
* 5th April ~ Frog Island Jazz Band
* 3rd May ~ The Storyville Jassband
For more information on Bands go to:
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club/
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Nature Notes

by Rodney Bone
& Eric Wotton

Snowdrops Destroyed

I

n 1999, just before the
second issue of the
mAGpie, I was asked if I
would write a regular article
on the nature of the Parish
and Estuary. As a keen
snowdrop collector I chose
snowdrops for my first
Nature Notes.
For over 30 years I have
been planting them on the
banks of the Stream, from
the seat at the bottom of
Jubilee Street to the second
bridge just past the children’s play area. I have also

planted them behind the
children’s play area, along
the side of the football pitch
to the underpass at Timbers Car Park, all along the
sides of the car park and in
what used to be the orchard
below Glebelands.
Quite often villagers
and dog walkers have said
what a lovely sight and that
spring is now with us.
In early January, while
walking out of the back gate
of the Rectory, I noticed
a digger by the side of the

Stream. The banks were
covered with piles of silt,
covering the snowdrops,
and some had even been
dug up. The piles of silt
were so high that that the
snowdrops have no chance
of recovering; the piles
of silt stretched from the
bridge at the bottom of
Jubilee Street to the beginning of the children’s play
area. To say that I was upset
and annoyed was an understatement; the place now
looks an eyesore.

Winter Highlights
by Rod Bone & Eric Wotton
9 Jan 1 Glossy Ibis, South Efford Marsh
16 Jan 1 male Black Redstart in Village
16-21 Jan 1 female Shoveler Duck
18 Jan 1 female Gadwall
28 Jan 14 Lapwing, South Efford Marsh
28 Jan 11 Redshank - the highest number
recorded for several years (1970: 70 present)
30 Jan 1 Firecrest
7 Feb 410 lots of frogspawn in marshes at
Knapmill and Hatchbridge; by 21 Feb most
had hatched
8 Feb 2 Mediterranean Gulls
11 Feb 3 Woodcock, Lixton Wood

12 Feb First Chiffchaff singing; at least 4 at the
village sewage works
12 Feb 1 Glaucous Gull
14 Feb A pair of Siskins at my birdtable
21 Feb 2 Waterrail, marsh above weir
25 Feb First Peacock butterfly
29 Feb 2 Firecrests, South Efford Marsh
29 Feb 1 Black Redstart
29 Feb 1 Firecrest in Rectory
1 Mar 1 adult Mediterranean Gull with ring on
left leg
2 Mar 2 Mute Swans at the end of Tidal Road
with yellow rings; they have flown from The
Swan Sanctuary at Abbotsbury in Dorset

Old Country Saying:
Oak before ash, we’re in for a splash; ash before oak we’re in for a soak.
My ash has been in leaf for some time !
20
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The Minister’s
Review
by Neil Barker

Welcome!

D

o you remember those front
door mats which had the word
‘welcome’ on them? Maybe you have
one outside your front door now. I
can’t remember seeing one for some
time, though I have seen some saying
‘no cold callers, no circulars, no
hawkers, no….’.
However, walking through one of
the villages in our team of churches,
my eye was caught by a poster in the
window of one of the houses; the
three words on it were these: ‘Refugees welcome here.’ If I hadn’t had
an appointment to keep, I would
have knocked on the door to find out
why they had put the poster up. Was
it a political statement addressed to
the authorities saying that we should
be more welcoming as a nation or
as a village, or was it an invitation
to any passing refugee to knock on
the door and find a bed and share in
family life ? Or maybe it was something in between ? Whatever it was,
I thought it was a brave statement,
going beyond making an occasional
donation and challenging me as to my
attitude.
I was brought up in a house that
had turrets and a moat, but you don’t
need those to believe an Englishman’s home is his castle, to pull up
your drawbridge when you shut your
front door. What words should be

displayed outside your home to show
the sort of reception people can expect ?
In 1851, in a makeshift hut, Holman Hunt
began to paint a picture, ‘The Light of the
World’; it shows Jesus knocking on a door
and is based on Revelation 3:20, ‘I stand at the
door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, I will come in…’
You’re welcome in all of our churches…and
The Vicarage in Modbury.
April Diary
Sun 3rd
Thurs 7th
Sun 10th
Thurs 14th

11.00am
7.30pm
11.00am
2.30pm

Sun 17th
Sun 24th

11.00am
11.00am

May Diary
Sun 1st
May
Thurs 5th
Sun 8th
Thurs 12th
Sat 14th
Sun 15th
Sun 22nd
Wed 25th
Sun 29th

11.00am
7.30pm
11.00am
2.30pm
1.00pm
11.00am
11.00am
7.30pm
10.30am

Family Service
Church annual meeting
Holy Communion by extension
Prayer Group, 5a Tidal View
Close
Mattins
Family Communion & Baptism

Family Service
Ascension Day Team
Communion
Holy Communion
Prayer Group, 5a Tidal View
Close
Wedding
Pentecost Songs of Praise
Family Communion
PCC
Team Communion at Bigbury
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Need help with personal admin?

GREENLANDS
Higher Wizaller

Surrounded by piles of paper and other clutter
and don’t know where to start?
Call Diana Pring
for a FREE initial consultation

* FRESH EGGS
* Full Range of HOME GROWN Vegetable plants

All Sorted!

* Tomato and Strawberry plants

01548 511125 · www.allsorted.org.uk

* Bedding Plants and Basket plants
* Hanging Baskets and Basket Refill service available.

Claire Louise Hill

* MARBLE ART - Garden Ornaments - Wall Plaques

Professional Painter and Decorator

* Good range of Spanish Cookware

Bijou, 41 Icy Park, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LQ
Home 01548 559274

Bob and Brenda Coates
Tel. 01548 550491

Bigbury Golf Club
01548 810557
http://www.bigburygolfclub.co.uk
enquiries@bigburygolfclub.co.uk
SPECIAL WINTER MEMBERSHIP OFFER £150

Award Winning – Fully Qualified – Fully Insured

Bigbury is a very good winter golf course, we drain well and stay on main greens
wherever possible (except when there is frost).

FLETE
GARDENS

Curtains

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance

Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

New members are invited to come along and join as Winter Members enjoying
November to February inclusive for only £150
PLAY ANY TIME & AS OFTEN AS YOU WISH

Mobile 07976 129162

Tel: 01548 830435

Professional Cleaning Services
• Carpets, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
• Stain & Odour Removal
• Car-Boat-Caravan Wash & Valet
• Gutter Vacuum

T: 01548 854313

E:info@fine-shine.com		

• Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
• All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
• Window Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

W:www.fine-shine.com

Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1SF
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TALKING SHOP

Do you need more recycling sacks ?
Well, the problem has been solved as the
Village Shop now has a supply of both blue and
clear recycling sacks. So, next time you run out,
just pop into the Shop and collect what you need.
Challon’s Combe Farm pork
The Village Shop already stocks Challon’s Combe
Farm’s wonderful organic milk, cream and yoghurt.
The farm is now producing delicious slow-grown pork.
The boar is a Saddleback and the sows are Berkshires and
Oxford Sandy & Blacks - good old, traditional breeds.
For full details, prices and ordering contact the Village Shop.
Gluten-free bread and cakes
Our bakers have just set up a new bakery dedicated to producing only
gluten-free bread and cakes.
For full details, prices and ordering contact the Village Shop.
Whatever Next? by Tony Porter
A unique and fascinating biography of a life spent at the forefront of British
fashion by local author, Tony Porter.
On sale now in the Village Shop
Tony’s first book ‘The Great White Palace’ is also available
Photography Competition
The 2016 Aveton Gifford Calendar has been a great success.
So once again we shall be running a Photography Competition
to find the best 13 shots for the 2017 Aveton Gifford Calendar.
For full details either call at the Village Shop or go to the
Aveton Gifford website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
Happy shopping at your village shop.
The Village Shop & Post Office is open 7 days a week:
Opening Hours:
Monday, Wednesday & Friday-: 8am - 6pm; Tuesday & Thursday: 8am -1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 1pm
The shop is closed for lunch Tuesday and Friday between 1pm & 2pm

Contact us on: Tel 01548 550996 Email: john@artashton.co.uk
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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