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W

ith this issue of Magpie, we have included a housing needs
survey for AG. This has the aim of helping the residents
of our Parish obtain the homes that they require; there is a letter
with the form, which explains in more detail what it is all about.
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We would be very grateful if you could take the time to have a
look at it, fill it in, pop it in the envelope provided and return it
to us as soon as you can.
Your Neighbourhood Plan Committee is using your opinions
and views on the future of AG to make a Neighbourhood Plan.
This will become a legal document that planners will have to
refer to before granting planning permissions. All towns and
villages in the South Hams have to try and increase their housing
numbers - our ‘Plan’ will help us to insist it is done our way, not
ways that might be dictated to us if we do not prepare our own
‘Plan’.
So, please help by filling out the questionnaire, returning it as
soon as possible to the Pub - a good excuse for a swift pint - or
to the Village Shop. (For those of you outside the Village, your
envelope has a stamp so that you can post it back.) It won’t take
you long and all the information will be kept confidential.
Please feel free to comment on any questions as you go along;
all opinions will be noted.
For more information, please see the new section on the
Village Webpage or call 550582.
Aveton Gifford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.
Deadline for copy for next issue: 10th Nov 2016

Ours for £1!

T

here have been
worrying notices in
the Gazette advertising
SHDC plans to
“dispose” of several
parts of the village that
they own, sounding as
if they might be sold
to a developer. The
wording is unfortunate,
but in fact it’s all part
of the legal process to

transfer the ownership
of these areas over to
the parish. Over many
years the parish council
has fought to prevent
regular SHDC attempts
to install parking
meters in Timbers car
parks, and recently
Jubilee Street car park
as well. Finally SHDC
has agreed to this
“Transfer of Assets”;
the two Timbers car

parks, the foreshore
beside them, the village
green, play areas, the
adjacent car park and
Pittens Walk will be
become the property
of Aveton Gifford for
the nominal sum of £1.
This way we will own
them ourselves, have
our own say how we
use them, and protect
them for the use of the
community here.

Parish Project Group Display and AGM

T

he Project Group display at the Church Fete this year on the theme ‘The
River, Past and Present’ was so popular that the Group would like to make
it available on a further occasion for anyone who missed it or would like to see
it again. We will therefore host an open evening in the Village Hall on Friday
November 11th, from 4 to 7pm, so that anyone can come in, either on their
way from collecting children from school or coming back from work.
Come and join us then for a cup of tea and slice of cake, and sit and browse
through the photos and stories at your leisure. We will also hold our AGM during the evening; this is a Parish-based group open to all residents and everyone
is invited to attend.

POPPY APPEAL COFFEE MORNING
There will be a coffee morning in aid of The Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal at the Fisherman’s Rest on Saturday November 5th at 10:30 am.
This is part of the Village’s Remembrancetide commemmorations where we
try to raise as much money as possible to support The Royal British Legion in
their work.
There will be coffee, cakes, various stalls and a raffle. If you have any saleable
items, or raffle prizes you would like to donate, please contact Maggie Skeates
on 01548 550153 or at mole.end.20@gmail.com

Colin Herbert

W

e regret to report
the sad death of
Colin Herbert who died
peacefully in a hospice at
the beginning of September
after a long battle with
cancer.
Colin’s mother’s family
came from the Parish, and
he and his brother were
evacuated during the war
to his aunt in Rock Hill
House. In later life he and
his wife Joyce bought a
house in Glebelands and
became a pivotal part of
the recently formed Pro-

ject Group. Together they
helped in recording the
gravestones in the churchyard to compile the register
in the church that is used
by so many visitors to St
Andrew’s today.
Colin had an extensive
collection of old postcards
and photos that had been
collected over many years
and he generously shared
them with the Project
Group, forming a large part
of our parish photographic
archive. He contributed
other records and informa-

tion too, and was always
on hand at displays at the
Church Fete and Parish
Project events to share his
photos, records and knowledge with residents and visitors alike. He will be much
missed and we would like to
send our condolences to all
his family and friends.
Accompanying this obituary is a very appropriate
photo of him at one of our
Project Group exhibitions
at the Church Fete standing
beside a display of archive
photos.

mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine, which is published bi-monthly
and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church - circulation 450.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form. Please
contact David Stevens (davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk) for more information.
The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6 insertions (payable in advance):
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Size

AG Parish resident
£

Non-Resident
£

Whole page
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth of page

150
75
51
36

204
102
63
51
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Sergeant Jack Burgoyne

T

he gravestone of my
great grandparents in
Aveton Gifford churchyard
also lists the names of
four of their children who
predeceased them, one
of whom, Sergeant Jack
Burgoyne, died on the
first day of the Battle of
the Somme on 1st July
1916. It is noted that he
was ‘interred within British
Lines’, which presumably
gave his parents some
comfort, but we know that
he is listed on the Thiepval
Memorial as one of those
who have no known grave.
Last summer I learnt that
there was to be a ballot for
tickets to attend the 100
year commemoration of
that day, when the British
army suffered 57,000
casualties, 19,000 of them
killed. I was fortunate to
be awarded tickets, which
is how my wife and I
ended up on a coach tour
that involved two days of
battlefield tours, as well as
the service itself.
Jack Burgoyne had been
born in 1887 in AG to
George Adams Perkins
Burgoyne, an agricultural
labourer from the Village,
and his wife, Lavinia
Hurrell, who had been
born at Venn. He was 27
when the war broke out
and was already in the
Army as a Lance Corporal
in the 2nd Battalion of the
Devonshire Regiment. This
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was a regular unit which,
on the outbreak of war, was
stationed in Egypt. After the
British Expeditionary Force
received a mauling at Ypres
they were hurriedly recalled
and by November 1914
were in the front line at
Messines Ridge. They were
then involved in an attack
on a farmhouse known as
the ‘Moated Grange’ where
they lost 210 men out
of a nominal strength of
1007. They lost more men
at Neuve Chapelle on 10th
March 1915 and also on
9th May at Aubers Ridge,
even though they were a
reserve regiment and never
got beyond the British front
line. By September 1915
they moved to the Somme,

which was at that time a
fairly quiet sector, but in
April 1916 they took over
trenches facing Ovillers
and La Boiselle. There they
remained until the fateful
attack on 1st July 1916.
The 2nd Devons were
part of the 8th Division,
made up of regular soldiers,
who attacked to the left of
the main road from Albert
to Poziers, along a valley
known to the soldiers as
‘Mash’ - there was another
valley on the other side of
the road known as ‘Sausage’.
The soldiers had to advance
along these valleys that were
surrounded by German
emplacements on the high
ground. Perhaps because
they were a battle-hardened
regiment, the Devons were
given one of the toughest
tasks, crossing about 800
yards of open ground.
Given that the effective
range of a machine gun
was about a mile and there
were Germans on three
sides, they were sitting
ducks. Their objective, the
small village of Ovillers,
would not be taken for
many months afterwards.
Sir Harry Lauder wrote
the song ‘Keep right on
to the end of the road’ in
memory of his son who was
killed in the same valley in
December 1916.
When we arrived at
the site of the Somme
battlefield the first
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impression was how small
the area is. The whole
battlefield would fit between
the Kingsbridge Estuary
and the River Erme but was
an area in which more than
a million men were killed or
wounded over the 5 months
that the battle lasted. The
land is chalk downland: low
rolling hills with large, open
arable fields, but with small
woods on the high ground.
No steep hills like Aveton
Gifford Hill, or Pitons, and
no hedges, so no cover
for advancing troops.
Across this landscape
are scattered graveyards:
mostly British with their
uniform headstones,
French ones with stone
crosses and German ones
with iron crosses. From
most graveyards a couple
of others are visible, some
large, some small, but all
beautifully maintained
by the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission
(CWGC) or their French
or German equivalents.
All the headstones in the
CWGC graveyards are
identical, with no distinction
of rank, and bear the name
of the dead soldier and a
regimental badge. Only
those which are of soldiers
who were awarded the VC
are different, with the badge
replaced by the insignia of
the medal. Where the man
could not be identified the
headstone bears Kipling’s
phrase ‘A Soldier of the
Great War. Known unto
God’, with his rank and
regiment - if they could be

determined.
Visible from all over
the area is the Thiepval
Memorial, designed by
Lutyens, and this is where
the memorial service was
held. There was strict
security: we were taken
in our coach to a school
nearby where we went
through airport-style
scanners and our coach was
searched by sniffer dogs
before a convoy of coaches
was escorted by motor-cycle
outriders to Thiepval.
Many of the guests were
wearing medals - either their

own or those of relatives.
I had with me the naval
medals of my grandfather,
Charlie, Jack’s brother,
and had polished them
especially, but I couldn’t
hide the fact that they
had been at the bottom
of a drawer for 80 years
and the ribbons were very

tattered, so they stayed in
my pocket. We took our
seats and waited for the
service to begin and the
dignitaries to arrive, led by
Prince Charles, President
Hollande, the German
Ambassador and the Irish
President, Michael Higgins,
who is short and jovial and
could do a good imitation
of a leprechaun. The band
of the Irish Guards and
a French Military band
played alternately; the
British music was familiar,
while the French was more
jaunty, and they seemed
to be in competition, like
the guitar duel in the film
‘Deliverance’. As the
dignataries walked to their
seats a female member of
Hollande’s entourage was
shown on the big TV screen
with a cigarette hanging
from her mouth, like Andy
Capp; she was greeted with
an audible shout from the
audience of ‘Put out that
fag’, although I don’t think
the TV coverage picked it
up.
The service consisted
largely of readings by
relatives of those who were
involved in the battle, many
very moving. It started
to rain, but as someone
nearby said, ‘It is nothing
to what the men endured’,
and I was pleased to see
that even the dignitaries
only had umbrellas to
protect them. There was a
brief religious service that
included the singing of
‘Abide with me’, led by the
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continued on page 6...
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...continued from page 5
tenor Sam Boden, as he
walked between the graves.
I have trouble singing that
hymn at funerals, but at
that time, and in that place,
there wasn’t a dry eye there
(including mine).
Official wreaths
were laid, but the most
moving part was when
300 schoolchildren (who
had been standing in the
rain) each laid a wreath at
the 150 French and 150
British graves lying in front
of the main memorial as
a representative sample
of those elsewhere.
Finally, clouds of petals
of red poppies and blue
cornflowers (the French
memorial flower) fluttered
down from the top of the
memorial.
Later we were able to
get to the memorial itself
and find where Jack’s name
is inscribed. The writing
is small, only a couple of
inches high, but then they
have had to fit over 72,000
names onto 64 panels;
fortunately there is an index
online. Seeing row after
row, column after column
and panel after panel of
names brings home the
enormity of what happened.
If Jack has a grave at all

it will be in the cemetery at
Ovillers, on the edge of the
Mash Valley, where many of
the 2nd Devons lie. There
were reports that, when the
British soldiers were able
to go out to reclaim their
dead, many of the bodies
had obviously been killed at
close range, with a bayonet
or a club, presumably by
German soldiers going out
into no-mans-land at night
to despatch the wounded.
This would have been

classed as a war crime even
then. Jack’s effects were
later returned to his father:
‘1 Bible and Prayer Book,
1 Hat Box, 1 Coin and
Medallion, Letters etc’.
We later visited
Mametz Wood where the
Devonshire Cemetery is
located, so called because

it is in the trenches of the
9th Devons, a volunteer
battalion raised at the
outbreak of the war. There
were many names there
that would be familiar to
any resident of the South
Hams (Bowden, Clark,
Elston, Hamlyn, Harwood,
Lethbridge, Tregelles etc),
and there is a poignant
memorial stone at the gate
‘The Devonshires held this
trench; the Devonshires
hold it still’.
In a coach party you
never get to see all you
want to, so we will return
independently. My wife
wants to visit Paschendaele,
where her grandfather won
the Military Cross and was
gassed, but survived; we
want to visit the museum
at Thiepval which was
overwhelmed with visitors
when we were there,
and I shall walk in Jack’s
footsteps along Mash
Valley and visit the Ovillers
Cemetery, looking for an
inscription,
‘A Sergeant of the
Devonshire Regiment
Known unto God’.
Chris Burgoyne,
Cambridge
(cjb@eng.cam.ac.uk)

Target £20K - Tall Ships Fundraising
Event - Afternoon, Evening October 15th

T

o date, since the initial
‘Birds on Bikes’ cycle
ride back in 2011, Aveton
Gifford has raised over
£17,300 in support of the
Tall Ships Youth Trust,
the charity dedicated to
the personal development
of young people by their
participation in the crewing
of ocean-going sail training
vessels.
The experience selected
youngsters receive, besides
being enormous fun,
is designed to lead to
increased self esteem and
self confidence, healthier
and more active lifestyles
and improved life and
citizenship skills. All
these are incredibly, and
increasingly, important
outcomes in this day and
age, especially for some
of the young people
involved, often selected
for the disadvantages
that they face. You can
read more, including
testimonials from some
of those whose lives have
been transformed, on
www.tallships.org.
Our Village’s fundraising is
clearly a great achievement
which is recognised by the
Trust on its own website.

Now Athenia & Mark at
the Fisherman’s, who have
done so much through
their own past efforts
and further spurred on by
the facts that the monies
raised are earmarked to
benefit children in the
South west and that this
year another place on a tall
ship has been allocated,
want to push this figure
past £20,000. They are
therefore hosting another
Tall Ships event at the pub
on Saturday October 15th.
Numerous sponsors have
kindly agreed to contribute
to the fundraising and
particular mention is due
to Azeeky.com, the online
auctioneers; Salcombe
Brewery - previously
Quercus; and Heron
Valley Drinks, but grateful
thanks should be given
to all the supporters. As a
result of all this generosity,
there will be a variety of
wonderful things on offer
on the 15th, such as …
* a raffle with prizes
that include …
* a voucher for a week’s
free accommodation
in a caravan in Devon
or Cornwall

* 10 x £50 holiday
discount vouchers
* a week’s free
accommodation in a 3
bedroom villa on the
Costa de la Luz, Spain
* a pig-roast.
* musical entertainment,
that will include sea
shanty music with
‘The Old Gaffers’ and
a disco
* funfair activities
including a tombola,
‘guess the weight of
cake’, treasure hunt
* a display of vintage
tractors
and many more attractions...
There are still a lot of details
to be finalised, but, when
they are, information will
be available on the Village
website and the Fisherman’s Facebook page, or
via Athenia.
The bash starts at 2:00
pm - so, come along,
have a great time,
compete for a prize and
contribute to a really
worthwhile cause into
the bargain.

Answers
Across: 3. Fireworks, 7. Witch, 9. Trug, 10. Libra, 12. Antic, 13. Autumn, 14. Mud, 18. Guy
Fawkes, 19. Fall, 20. Stem, 21. Island, 22. Sofa, 23. Tog, 24. Smut, 25. Hewer, 27. Nut, 28. Harvest, 30. Conker, 31. Nelson.
Down: 1. Milieu, 2. Acorn, 4. Earmuffs, 5. Organic, 6. Keats, 8. Michaelmas, 11. Pumpkin, 14.
Migrating, 15. Daylight, 16. Halloween, 17. Camo, 19. Festival, 20. Samhain, 26. Ripe, 29. Tun.
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Morgan the Welshie

Morgan the Welshie gets a Funny Feeling
Well, honestly, the things
a chap has to put up with!
There I was, lying in my
spaniel nest, watching Mum
and Dad having breakfast,
longing for just a crust of
toast, when the phone rang.
Next thing I know, we’re
all in the Lamb Drover,
whizzing up to the church.
Dad wandered off (he’s like
that) and Mum bundled me
out of the back and into
the front, down by her feet.
Then Dad and my mate
Millie appear, she goes into
the back and then we roar
off to see Uncle Mike, my
personal vet. All this even
before I’d had my walk.
Millie got taken in
first and then me, with a
whacking great lead on,
very firmly under control
(for a change). There was
something about Millie that
had changed. I don’t know
what it was, but it made me
feel all funny inside. We
were allowed to play for a
bit and then it all got a bit
serious. Mum got hold of
Millie, Dad got hold of my
bitey end and Uncle Mike
....... well, you wouldn’t
believe what he got up to. I
really couldn’t concentrate
on Millie, I kept looking
over both shoulders (one
at a time, obviously) to try
to see what was going on
down the other end. After
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a while, when things didn’t
seem to be going quite the
way Uncle Mike wanted, I
got another funny feeling.
Uncle Mike went off
upstairs, carrying a bucket,
Millie vanished out to the
truck and I just sat around
feeling funny!

his fertility test !] Good but I always knew that I
was. If only they had asked
me, we could have avoided
this embarassment for Dad
completely. Will they never
learn? Still, one good thing
is that I am now even better
mates with Millie than

After a short wait, Mum
and Dad went upstairs one
at a time and both came
back looking pleased - so
that was nice. I’m not
sure why, but they seemed
quite impressed with me.
Anyway, to cut a dirty
story short, I passed this
thing called felicity best
with flying colours, 85%
- whatever that means,
and I am now licenced to
do stud. [note from ed: I
understand Morgan passed

before. Having said that,
we met on the playing field
the other day and she had a
bright pink ball to play with.
I bounced up to join in, and
she told me exactly where I
could go and what I could
do when I got there! Mum
says second dates are never
as good as the first one.
Oh boy, am I in trouble
or what! Double trouble
in fact. First thing was, I
found this kind of trench,
all full of grass and nice
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flowery things, behind the
Hall. Apparently it’s called
wales, but it’s not the one
I know. Actually, I’ve just
realised I’ve gone wrong
for a change, it’s called a
swale - I got the ‘s’ in the
wrong place. Anyway, I
assumed it had been dug for
me, so I jumped in and had
a wander round in it. Boy,
was it soggy and muddy:
it was great fun. Not so
funny was Dad’s attitude
problem when he saw me.
Admittedly, I had just been
trimmed by my stylist,
Debbie, and Mandy Breeder
was on her way down from
Pontypool to tidy up any
loose ends and to bath me,
but I did think Dad was
a bit over the top. Mandy
wasn’t all that amused
either, but I scrubbed up
OK, as usual.
The other thing that got
me a few old-fashioned
looks were my results at
Paignton and Malvern last
weekend: I got ‘Highly
Recommended’ and 6th,
respectively. Mandy Breeder
wasn’t a happy bunny and
Dad just looked a little
sad somehow, but I didn’t
know why. Anyway, I’m
now banned from using the
computer, so I’ll let Dad
take over and tell you what’s
going on.

Morgan the Welshie calls it
a Day (by his Dad)

M

organ is not really in trouble, he just thinks he is, and
that’s fine by me - he is now actually listening to what I
am saying … for a change.
The last two championship shows were ‘make or break’ for
Morgan and his team. His recent results have not really lived
up to those of the first 18 months of showing and we wanted
to see how he got on against the top dogs now that he is fully
grown. He is 43 months old now and is full size and weight.
It has been apparent for a while that he is about an inch taller
and longer than the Breed Standard requires and consequently
he was never going to make the top spots. The two results
mentioned above confirm this feeling. I managed to talk to a
judge who had seen him a year or so ago, and she agreed that
he is now too big to be really successful. A couple of breeders
said the same, so we have made the inevitable decision to
retire him from the rounds of showing; he will now go back
to being a family mutt, and getting wet and muddy at will.
We have had a lot of fun in the two years that he has been
exhibiting, and there are no regrets for having given it a go.
We have met some great people and seen some wonderful
dogs. We will not however miss the early morning starts on
show days, flogging all over the place and getting lost in the
dark at unfamiliar venues. We have also become experts at
bacon butties and can spot a bad ‘un at 50 paces.
During his two years of exhibiting, Morgan gained a
total of 15 wins and 25 placings. He was Reserve Best of
Breed twice and was awarded four trophies - that’s a pretty
respectable record for a young dog. By far and away his best
result was the 7th at Crufts this year.
Morgan will continue to be ‘at stud to approved bitches’
and we very much hope to be able to report a happy event in
the New Year - all being well.
This is the last article that we will produce together and
we hope you have enjoyed the series. Now it’s time to hang
up the show lead, throw away the remains of the whitening
shampoo and to say ‘and it’s goodbye from him and it’s
goodbye from me’.

Q: What happened when the dog went to the flea circus? A: He stole the show!

AG Calendar 2017
The Aveton Gifford Calendar 2017 is now available at the village shop - only £6.50!
Thanks to Dinah and John Ashton, Zoe and Paul Woodham, Lisa Pugh, Sarah Hall, Ian
Davis, David Rutherford, Gen Conquest and Ros Brousson for their wonderful photographs.
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Know your Parish

by Ken Doughty

Runaway Apprentices

A

newspaper was
published in 1737
in Sherborne, in Dorset.
This appeared even before
the London Times and
certainly before our present
local papers. Its full title
was the ‘Western Flier and
Sherborne Mercury’ and it
had subscribers as far west
as Devon and Cornwall.
Delivery was by horseback
and on foot by people
referred to as Sherborners.

The enterprising publisher
was Robert Goadby, who
was a printer in Sherborne.
It was very different
from today’s papers. The
front page was devoted
to adverts, which helped
to fund the publication,
and the rest was very
wide ranging and included
news (without headlines),
gossip, court circulars,
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Parliamentary reports,
public hangings in London
and elsewhere and details
of local court proceedings,
from both magistrates’
courts and assizes.
Our interest is that it
also included notices put in
by farmers (usually calling
themselves yeomen) giving
details of apprentices who
had run away. They all
seem to have been ‘parish
apprentices’ who were

usually poor, illegitimate or
orphaned and who had the
assent of two Justices of the
Peace to be so employed.
The notice gave details
such as height, general
appearance and what they
were wearing when they
absconded.
On 2nd November
1772 Nicholas Crimp
was seeking Mary Crimp

(who was presumably
related) and on the 16th
November Nicholas Crimp
the elder sought the return
of Edward Lee, whose
distinctive clothing was
fully described. On the
same date Roger Lidstone
was looking for John Stone
who was ‘forgiven his
past offences’ and, rather
unusually, a ‘handsome
reward’ was offered.
On 21st October 1782
Henry Luscombe of
Ashridge wanted the return
of Phillip Leptridge who ‘is
supposed to be at Plymouth
Dock’ and on the 5th
November George Steere
of Stodbury was seeking
Thomas Chappel who had
a ‘sour look’ and, rather
oddly, ‘long straight feet’.
The last Aveton Gifford
reference is from Roger
Lidstone, on 25th March
1799, asking for John
Carle who not only had
the clothes he was wearing
but had also taken ‘a dark
cloth waistcoat, white duck
trousers and a white cotton
handkerchief’.
Unfortunately we do
not know how many of
these people came back,
but it gives a picture of
local agriculture in the 18th
century and the conditions
under which people lived.
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Need a lift to a medical appointment?
Call Modbury Health Centre on 01548 830666
Need a friend for support and companionship?
Call Sheila on 07554997140 or email
modburycaring@gmail.com
We are there for you, covering Modbury,
and the outlying villages
We need you too!!!
Could you give your time to someone who needs
support and companionship or, use your car to
provide lifts?
Why not volunteer to be a befriender (call
07554997140) or
a driver (call Michael on 01548810520)
Our help is free but we do need funding
Why not join the Friends of Modbury Caring
and help us?
Application forms available in the Health Centre

‘The Kingsmen’
International

Barbershop Harmony Chorus
presents

25th Anniversary Celebration
with special guests

‘Panache’
On

Sat 15th October 2016
at 7pm
Kingsbridge Community College
Tickets £7.50; Concessions £5
Tickets can be obtained from:

Kingsbridge Tourist Information Centre
Email: info@welcomesouthdevon.co.uk
Tel. 01548 853195;
Kimgsmen Music Director, Roy Hann
Email:royhann@btinternet.com
Tel. 01548 856528;
On the door.

www.bouncyjimshire.uk
info@bouncyjimshire.uk
01548 550886
07568080200
Full Insured up to
£5 million pl.

10% discount to any resident of
Aveton Gifford Quote ref MAGAG!
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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October / November Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
OCTOBER DIARY
Monday 3rd
7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday 4th
4.00-5.30pm NEW REGULAR CLASS – Affinity Dance Class for
Children
Wednesday 5th 6.45-7.45pm NEW REGULAR CLASS - Zumba
Saturday 8th
12-2.00pm
‘Soup and Pud’ lunch, £5 per person, raising funds for the
Hall
Monday 10th
7.00-8.00pm Table Tennis – PLEASE NOTE this class is now on a
Monday evening. No class on the first Monday of each
month
Wednesday 12th 9.30-10.30am Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
Thursday 13th
7.30pm
WI – ‘Biggy Beads’ with Rob Bigwood – Demo and
participation
Friday 28th
9.30-12noon Antiques valuation with Michael Vaughan
NOVEMBER DIARY
Wednesday 2nd 1.30-3.30pm Antiques valuation with Michael Vaughan
Saturday 5th
10.30am
Poppy Appeal Coffee Morning at The Fisherman’s Rest.
Various stalls including cakes, books, white elephant, raffle
and refreshments
Monday 7th
7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 9th 9.30-10.30pm Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
Thursday 10th
7.30pm
WI - Travel and Leisure with Maggie Skeates
Saturday 12th
12-2.00pm
‘Soup and Pud’ lunch, £5 per person, raising funds for the
hall
Monday 14th
7.30pm
Memorial Hall Committee Meeting
REGULAR EVENTS
Mondays
3.00-4.30pm

Monday Club
Table-Tennis Club -– All ages welcome
No class on first Monday of month. Equipment
provided. £1.50 per session
Tuesdays
4-5.30pm
Affinity Dance Class for Children - term time only
7.00pm-9.00pm Yoga Class with Stephen Harding - term time only
Wednesdays 3.30-6.30pm
Children’s ballet class - term time only
6.45-7.45pm
Zumba class; £5 per session
Thursdays
9.15am-10.15pm Zumba class; £5 per session
6.00pm-7.00pm Pilates with Abbie Hart – New class
PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE’
Morning sessions
Tuesday, Wednesday &
9.00-12.00
Lunch Club
Friday
12.00-1.00
Afternoon sessions
1.00-3.30
Thursday
9.00-12.00
Morning sessions
12.00-1.00
Lunch Club
No afternoon session
Monday
9.45-11.45am
Parents & Toddlers
• No Breakfast Club at present, but if demand increases or anyone is interested,
please contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920
• Half term - Monday 24th October
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Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

Hold the Wellies !

W

ell, after the very poor
start to the growing
season, who would have
thought that so many of
us would have produce
ready for the Village Show.
I, for one, was convinced
that my runner beans
would not be ready but,
about ten days before the
Show, they suddenly put
on a growth spurt. It was
pleasing to see that so many
people were able to show
their vegetables, fruits and
flowers - so not such a bad
season after all.
We are now picking the
last of the courgettes and
runner beans, but the Swiss
chard and curly kale are still
growing well. The leeks are

looking good and so too
are the flower sprouts – I
haven’t grown these before
so it will be interesting to
see whether they perform
better or worse than the
Brussels sprouts. That is
one of the pleasures of
growing your own, you
never know what you are
going to get!
The nights are now
drawing in, so it will soon
be time give some of the
beds a final weeding, then
cover them up for the
winter. But there is still a
lot to be done, so we won’t
be putting the Wellingtons
away just yet.
We were sorry that two
of our tenants had to give

Report of the Flower and Veg Show

up their plots in August, but
pleased to announce that
they were soon snapped
up, and we are now fully
occupied again. The new
tenants are already busy on
their plots so we wish them
a very warm welcome.
If you would like to have
an allotment plot please get
your name on the waiting
list – plots do become
available from time to time
but, as has been proved,
they do get taken quite
quickly.
Happy gardening
everybody,
Jackie [550110]
from Jenny Reynolds

The show went very well this year, with increased entries, and it was great to see
new people putting in their flowers, veg, cakes etc, not to mention art & craft items,
and they were all of a very high standard. The children’s entries were superb, with
gardens on plates, animals made from veg as well as from re-cycled materials, pictures
made with pasta and decorated birthday cards, flowers in eggcups and two splendid
scarecrows.
We were lucky with the weather which meant people were able to sit out on the
terrace to enjoy their tea and home made cakes. We also had a super raffle with lovely
donated prizes.
We would love to see even more entries next year, particularly from children - we are
so lucky to have so much talent in the Parish!
Thanks to all who helped and donated prizes.
For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition
has gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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ART SALE

Saturday 5th November. Aveton Gifford Memorial Hall
Open 10am – 4pm

Parish Puzzlers

by Pippa Unwin

Crossword with a Seasonal Theme
Answers on Page 6

Bring any artwork, paintings, drawings, pottery that you no
longer have room for..
Mark the price that you want, plus your contact details; we
will add 10% in aid of The Triangle, Chemotherapy Unit, South
Hams Hospital
Unsold works will be returned.
BRING YOUR ITEMS FROM 9AM
Please donate £1 entrance fee.

Across:
3. Expect these on November 5th (9)
7. You might spot her
on her broomstick at 16
down (5)
9. A wooden basket for
fruitpickers (4)
10. The ‘Scales’ star sign
(5)
12. A single instance of
silly behaviour (5)
13. ‘Season of mists and
mellow fruitfulness’ (6)
14. Wet earth – perfect
for pies! (3)
18. Key player in the
Gunpowder Plot (3,6)
19. American 13 across
(4)
20. Stalk (4)
21. Yell, Hoy, Sark or
Herm (6)
22. Cosy family seat (4)
23. Duvet warmth rating
(3)
24. Indecent, sooty mark
(4)
25. Wood chopper (5)
27. Fruit of Hazel or
Almond (3)
28. To gather a crop (7)
30. Fruit of the Horse
Chestnut (6)
31. British Admiral, died
21st October 1805 (6)
Down:
1. Social environment
(6)
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2. Fruit of the Oak (5)
4. Furry flaps to keep
your hearing organs
toasty (8)
5. Produce grown without artificial chemicals
(7)
6. Poet, author of ‘Ode
to 13 across’. (5)
8. First term of the academic year (10)
11. Jack-o’-Lantern,
carved for 16 down (9)
14. What the swallows
are doing at this time of
year. (9)

15. Our clocks go back
in October for …… Saving Time (8)
16. All Saints’ Eve, 31st
October.(9)
17. Make up to help you
blend into the scenery
(4)
19. 28 across ………
Church celebration (8)
20. Pagan version of 19
down (7)
26. Mature, ready to eat
(4)
29. Barrel in which to
store your beer (3)

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Fisherman’s Rest

01548
550284

As we go to press all the final arrangements are being made
for this year’s Tall Ships Fundraising Day on 15th October (see
page 7). With loads of entertainment through the afternoon and
into the evening, it will all kick off around 2pm. Last minute
details are available from either Athenia or via the Fisherman’s
Facebook page.
November 5th will be very busy with something for everyone…
* Early on, starting at 10:30, there will be a Coffee Morning as part of the Village’s Poppy
Appeal events.
* In the evening, there will be the Bonfire Night festivities with food including burgers,
toffee apples and hot chocolate. The food will be available from 6:00pm, with the fire
lit at 7:00 and the fireworks at 7:30. There is no entry fee but donations will be collected
with the proceeds going to the Sports and Leisure group of the Parish Council, so please
give generously.
Looking a little further ahead, the Christmas lights will be switched on outside the Fisherman’s on December 3rd. As usual, festivities will start with a procession from outside the
Memorial Hall (6:00 pm) followed by carol singing, blessing of the tree, mulled wine and mince
pies, rounded off with some seasonal entertainment.
Finally, Athenia has already taken some bookings for Christmas [Christmas Eve curry;
Christmas Lunch; New Year …]. So, to be sure not to miss out, head into the Fisherman’s (not
that an excuse is of course necessary) or give them a call.
Regular events:

Other facilities (call anyone at the Pub to make arrangements.)
* Skittle Alley: available for bookings; minimum of 10 people at £1 per person
* Small Disco: including equipment and facilities;
* Function Room: with space for 80 people and a separate bar area; ideal for special
events and informal parties
* Package for conferences: with a large screen TV and a projector viewing room.

SHOP OPENING HOURS - TEMPORARY ARRANGEMENTS
While the Shop has had staffing difficulties it has sometimes had to close for lunch on
days other than the normal Mondays and Thursdays.
Thus, until things have sorted themselves out, please note that normal opening times
are …
Monday to Friday: 8.00 am to 6.00 pm
Saturday: 8.30 am to 3.00 pm
Sunday: 8.30 am to 1.00 pm
with closures for lunch on Mondays & Thursdays between 1.00 and 2.00.
But occasionally it may be necessary to close on other days so, if you’re coming at
lunch-time, please check, either on the Shop door or telephone before setting out
[550996].

JAZZ AT THE
FISHERMAN’S
AVETON GIFFORD

* Quiz nights: now at their new timing of the 3rd Thursday of the month, will take place
on October 20th and November 17th, starting at 7:30pm with the quiz itself at 8:00.
* Kingsbridge Jazz Club: on 1st Tuesday of the month starting at 7:30pm: October 4th,
John Burgess’ Jelly Bean Jazz Club; November 1st, The Moscow Drug Club. [And don’t
forget the Early Bird Dine & Jazz, with a special menu (choice of 3 mains - including a
vegetarian option - and 2 sweets) served between 6.00 and 6.30pm (booking essential) and
the ability to reserve seats in the Jazz Cellar.
* Knit & Natter sessions: on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month; so, October
11th,25th and November 8th, 22nd, starting at 10:30am
* Fish & Chips: eat in every Friday from 7:00pm; still only £5.50. Or, if you prefer,
takeaway fish & chips are available Monday to Saturday 7:00 to 9:00 and Sunday 7:00-8:30.
* Ukelele Group meets every Monday evening at 7.30
For the latest information: see the Fisherman’s website www.thefishermansrest.co.uk
or find us on Facebook.
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“Kingsbridge Jazz Club at Aveton Gifford” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s
Rest on the first Tuesday of each month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has
become a unique venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the next 2 months are as follows:
* 4th October ~ John Burgess’ Jelly Bean Jazz Band
* 1st November ~ The Moscow Drug Club
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club/
www.facebook.com/kingsbridgejazzclub
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes

by Rodney Bone
& Eric Wotton

The Spotted Sandpiper A First Record for the River Avon
On 6th August, while walking across the River near the bottom of South Efford Marsh, I
spotted what I thought was one of the Common Sandpipers on the Estuary wading along the
edge of the water. When the bird stopped I got a closer view: it had a brownish back, a yellowish bill with a dark tip, a whitish eye-stripe and yellowish legs. My view of its under parts was
the give-away - they were mainly white, but with
black spots. The bird then flew off, but I saw
it again at even closer range in South Efford
Marsh on 10th August.
Meanwhile, Eric had also seen it. Its presence
was put on the internet website of ‘Devon Birds’
and then nationally. There were many watchers
on the Marsh and the bird was photographed.
Spotted Sandpipers have been recorded in
Devon on eleven occasions since 1984. They
breed over much of North America from Alaska, across Canada to Newfoundland and south
to Texas. They winter mainly in the areas from
Central America and the West Indies to Northern Chile, Bolivia and Northern Argentina.

Summer Highlights
by Rod Bone & Eric Wotton
14 June: 4 Whimbrel
14 Jul: Peregrine with two
young.
20 Jul: 46 Little Egret at
nest colony
31 Jul: 6 Green Sandpipers
6 Aug: 1 Hobby
11 Aug: 1 juvenile Little
Ringed Plover
14 Aug: 4 Greenshank
16 Aug: 10 Redshank
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20 Aug: 9 Mediterranean
Gulls flying over
21 Aug: 32 Teal
22 Aug: 40 Ringed Plover
24 Aug: 4 Black-Tailed
Godwits
28 Aug: 4 Little Stints
28 Aug: 1 Osprey
31 Aug: 5 Curlew
Sandpipers
2 Sep: 6 Yellow Wagtails

3 Sep: 5 Knots
2-5 Sep: 1 Wryneck,
a rare member of the
woodpecker family
4 Sep: 5 Ruffs
5-7 Sep: 1 Osprey
7 Sep: 10 Common
Sandpipers
7 Sep: 2 Wrynecks

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

The Minister’s
Review

by Michael Tagent

‘You’re Worth It’

A

ccording to a recent
survey by the Children’s
Society, more than a quarter
of a million girls in Britain
are unhappy with their
lives and appearance. The
report, based on surveys of
thousands of young people,
paints a stark and disturbing
picture of the pressures
many young people face.
‘We’re expected to be
perfect, like Barbie dolls or
something, and if we don’t
then we get bullied’, one
young girl said.
This lack of self-worth is
reflected in other parts of
society, with people feeling
they’re no good and have no
future. It’s a million miles
away from the truth and
we need to shout out that
everyone is made in God’s
image and is incredibly
valuable to him.
The reality, as we know,
is that a perfect complexion
doesn’t make a perfect
character. The prophet
Samuel had to be reminded
that ‘man looks at the
outward appearance, but
the Lord looks at the heart’.
Or, as the art critic John
Ruskin put it, ‘Remember
that the most beautiful
things in the world are the
most useless: peacocks and
lilies, for instance’.
Jesus refers to the lilies
of the field in the Sermon
on the Mount, reminding

his hearers that worrying
about material things
(including how we look) is
pointless. Life is the most
important and God offers
it abundantly, not just
now but in the future - for
ever. Each one of us, no
matter how plain (or ugly),
whatever our shape or age,
is sufficiently precious that
Jesus was willing to sacrifice

His life for us. He promises
to be the closest of friends,
no matter what happens,
and has plans just for us.
He loves us and needs us in
His work.
So let’s make it our aim
to please Him, and not the
snotty-nosed bully round
the corner! And show to
others going through a bad
patch that they are truly
‘worth a million dollars’.

October Diary
Sun 2nd
Sat 8th

11.00am Sunday Worship
2.00pm Wedding
7.00pm Vocations Event at St. Edmund’s
Kingsbridge
Thurs 13th 2.30pm Prayer Group, 5a Tidal View
Close
Sun 16th
11.00am Morning Prayer
Sat 22nd
Sun 23rd
Sun 30th

2.00pm Wedding
11.00pm Family Communion
6.00pm Churches gathering service at
Kingsbridge Methodist Church
11.00am Holy Communion
(service transferred from 2nd
Sunday)

November Diary
11.00am Sunday worship
Sun 6th
Thurs 10th 2.30pm Prayer Group, 5a Tidal View
Close
Sun 13th
10.45am Remembrance
Sun 20th

11.00am Morning Prayer

Wed 23rd

7.30pm

Sun 27th

11.00am Family Communion
6.00pm Living Room service at Modbury

PCC

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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www.turkeysfromdevon.co.uk
Our bronze free-range turkeys are
traditionally reared and prepared in
the time-honoured way to give a moist,
flavoursome meat for the centrepiece
of your Christmas table. They meet
the Golden Promise standard with welfare a top priority.
For further information or to place
your order please ring the Walters family in Kingston on (01548)
810259 or order online.
Home-reared sausages, bacon, hams
and other meats also available to
order.

*** Fibr e Fresh ***
CARPET CLEANING
Carpets & Rugs
Upholstery

•Organic Cleaning
•Stains & Odours
Removed
•End of Tenancy
•Low-Cost
•Quick Drying
•Local Professional Company

www.Fibre-Fresh.co.uk

01548 550906
TACCA©

Member

A G Tr e e s
Arboricultural Services
14 years' experience in Tree Care.

COUNTRY HILL ANIMAL SHELTER
Charity reg. No. 1114853

Lots of bargains in furniture, nearly new
clothes, books and bric a brac at our NEW
CHARITY SHOP in the centre of Modbury.
Wanted,
VOLUNTEERS
and
UNWANTED ITEMS FOR RESALE
Collections possible. 01548 288001

We undertake all tree work operations
including:
Crown cleaning
Formative pruning
Crown thinning
● Crown lifting
● Crown reduction and reshaping
● Pollarding
● Tree felling
● Hedge trimming
● Clearing overgrown vegetation
● Brushwood chipping service
●
●
●

Written quotations or hourly rates.
Fully qualified and insured. Based in
the Kingsbridge area.

Tel: 07811 129 716
www.agtrees.co.uk
20
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Need help with personal admin?

GREENLANDS
Higher Wizaller

Surrounded by piles of paper and other clutter
and don’t know where to start?
Call Diana Pring
for a FREE initial consultation

* FRESH EGGS
* Full Range of HOME GROWN Vegetable plants

All Sorted!

* Tomato and Strawberry plants

01548 511125 · www.allsorted.org.uk

* Bedding Plants and Basket plants
* Hanging Baskets and Basket Refill service available.

Claire Louise Hill

* MARBLE ART - Garden Ornaments - Wall Plaques

Professional Painter and Decorator

* Good range of Spanish Cookware

Bijou, 41 Icy Park, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LQ
Home 01548 559274

Bob and Brenda Coates
Tel. 01548 550491

Bigbury Golf Club
01548 810557
http://www.bigburygolfclub.co.uk
enquiries@bigburygolfclub.co.uk
SPECIAL WINTER MEMBERSHIP OFFER £150

Award Winning – Fully Qualified – Fully Insured

Bigbury is a very good winter golf course, we drain well and stay on main greens
wherever possible (except when there is frost).

FLETE
GARDENS

Curtains

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance

Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

New members are invited to come along and join as Winter Members enjoying
November to February inclusive for only £150
PLAY ANY TIME & AS OFTEN AS YOU WISH

Mobile 07976 129162

Tel: 01548 830435

Professional Cleaning Services
• Carpets, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
• Stain & Odour Removal
• Car-Boat-Caravan Wash & Valet
• Gutter Vacuum

T: 01548 854313

E:info@fine-shine.com		

• Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
• All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
• Window Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

W:www.fine-shine.com

Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1SF
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TALKING SHOP
HALLOWEEN IS COMING
Pumpkins are being grown for us, but it has not been a
good growing season this year and, though we should
have enough to go round, why take the chance - come in,
make your choice and reserve one !

CHRISTMAS

is also only just around the corner and we are
getting geared up so that you can place your Christmas
orders with the Shop:Free-range, organic turkeys, ducks & geese;
Christmas puddings; Christmas cakes; mince pies;
Christmas preserves; cheese …
and don’t forget our wonderful range of wines.

You can also order anything else you may need.
A brochure with full details and order form will be dropped through your
door as well as being available at the Shop.
Also in-store: Christmas cards and wrapping paper
2017 AVETON GIFFORD CALENDARS

are now available in the Shop.
The stunning photographs of the Village and Parish
will look splendid on your wall or make an ideal present at the give-away
price of
£6.50

Cash or cheque made payable to:- The Aveton Gifford Village Shop
Association Limited
Monies raised by sales of the calendar will go towards improvement and
maintenance of the building and new equipment.
Come and see us, have a browse – everyone welcome
Happy shopping in your village shop
The Village Shop & Post Office is open 7 days a week:
Opening Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday-: 8am - 6pm; Monday & Thursday: 8am -1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 1pm
The shop is closed for lunch Monday and Thursday between 1pm & 2pm

Contact us on: Tel 01548 550996 Email: john@artashton.co.uk
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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