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PUBLIC CONSULTATION – HAVE YOUR SAY IN
THE NEXT PHASE
FRIDAY 7th APRIL 4-7pm or SATURDAY 8th APRIL
10am–1pm
Refreshments provided!
e held our first public consultation in the Hall in February
last year and this was followed by a Housing Needs
Survey, which you received last summer. The results of those
surveys have been analysed and are now to be shared with our
community at another public consultation, to which you are
invited (urged to attend) to give your views. From information
you have given us we want to show you our first Draft Plan
ideas on the following:
Housing
Car parking
Environment
Economy/Business
And more ----- come and see if you agree with them so far.
One of the most important results that came out of the
Housing Survey was the offer of pieces of land by landowners
for possible development. These will be shown on maps, and
parishioners are invited to state their preference and opinions of
suitability etc.
But there are questions we still need answers to.
Where should any new houses go?
What type and style of new houses do we want?
How much should we protect open spaces and the AONB from development?
Do we need small industrial units?
In addition, there will be a display showing how a potential
new Village Hall will look, with options and costs. Outline plans
are being made by the Parish Council, with the Hall Committee’s blessing, for a new hall to be built on the site of this current one. A new building will be raised to avoid flooding, in
addition to providing new and better facilities. So, come to find
out more and have your say too!
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PLEASE COME ALONG ON EITHER DAY - we
need to hear your views!
Deadline for copy for next issue: 10th May 2017

Reverend Neil Barker - Tributes Offered
by David Scott, Rosie Warrilow and the Pre-School

T

he Reverend Neil
Barker was installed
as the new Rector of St
Andrew’s Parish, Aveton
Gifford, as well as the
Team Rector of seven other
parishes in the Modbury
Team of Churches, which
in those days consisted of
Modbury, AG, Bigbury,
Kingston, Ringmore,
Loddiswell, Woodleigh
and East Allington, on the
longest day of the year in
2005. Did not he do well
– as Sir Bruce would say
– and of course God does
know!!
Since that day 12 years
ago Neil has seen many
changes in St Andrew’s
Church, including making
the Church watertight, so
that the interior could be
completely repainted, and
installing a new organ and
sound system, together with

new heating and lighting.
With the old pipe organ
gone, the refectory area and
the Lady Chapel have been
revitalised and are both
excellent spaces.
Neil is now only in
charge of five parishes,
but he is the only ordained
minister and has conducted
several training courses to
enable laity persons to take
services. He has always
taken a very keen interest
in the School and the Preschool, encouraging them
to have events every term in
the Church.
When Neil arrived he
showed his skills singing
and playing a guitar, but
during his time he has
learnt to play the ukulele
and is now one of the leading lights of the local band
that is often to be heard
playing at the Fishermen’s

Rest, or other events in
the Village. Another of his
passions is paddling his
canoe on the River Avon
and it is perhaps because of
these two hobbies that he
and Caroline have bought
a house in our beloved
Village. So it will be a real
delight to see both Neil and
Caroline around the Village
in the future. We all do wish
them a very long and happy
retirement, with many
thanks for all his efforts as
Rector during the last 12
years.
His very last service will
be on Easter Day starting
at 11am in St Andrew’s
Church, while a farewell
party has been organised in
Modbury Memorial Hall on
Sunday 23rd April starting
at 6pm.
David Scott

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

N

eil has been a
wonderful influence
on the staff and the children
at Pre-school, visiting
regularly over the years. He
has a calm, patient nature
and always asks the children,
‘Who has a song in them
today?’ He is willing to play
any song they suggest on
his guitar or ukulele, even
if it’s Bob the Builder! He
has supported our nativity
plays and welcomed us at
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the church and supported
all sorts of themes including
‘Jobs People Do’. He even
arranged the background
ukulele music for our Film
Festival Entry.
He has been a key figure
in our community and we
wish him well in his retirement; we are so glad that he
is still going to be around
as he settles into his new
home in the Village.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

I

t is with a certain degree
of sadness that I write
this open letter today. Rev
Neil has been a part of our
community for 12 years,
a fair length of time, and
any change will be difficult

him in good stead when he
has had to make some of
the more testing decisions
during his time with us: he
has been endlessly patient,
wonderfully knowledgeable
and has done a great job.

with the sessions in church,
under his guidance. Sadly,
this hasn’t always translated into the youngsters
attending chuch, but Neil’s
strength is that he is always
willing and never gives up.

to adjust to, both for our
community and of course
for Neil and his family.
Neil took on a very difficult
task when he came to us,
bearing in mind he had sole
charge of the eight chuches
that formed the Modbury
Team. How anyone can run
this number of churches is
just totally amazing and Neil
has done a wonderful job
for all of us. He is a talented
man with a kind and gentle
nature, which has stood

Rev Neil has been tireless in his efforts to attract
the young to our church
as well as others across the
Team. He regularly visits
the School here in AG and
has been instrumental in
bringing the Pre-school
children into the church
building and just showing
them around. He has introduced the children to the
Bible, telling them the stories while members of the
congregation have helped

For all the many weddings, christenings and
funerals that have taken
place, Rev Neil has advised,
instructed and comforted in
equal measure. I know that
people move on in life, like
we all must, but Rev Barker
will be truly missed for his
dedication to our churches.
Happy retirement, Rev Neil,
from all your friends at St
Andrews.
Rosie Warrillow, Churchwarden, St Andrews, AG

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Dawn & Dusk OSS
Bantham Swoosh 2017
T

he organisers have sent
us the following article
for mAGpie readers about
this summer’s Swoosh. As the
name suggests, there will be
two swims this year, one on the
morning high tide at 7.00 and
one in the evening at 7.30, with
a maximum number of 400
swimmers in both.

all those keeping lidos
open and lakes and rivers
clean and accessible,
and promoting outdoor
swimming in all its forms.
The Swoosh is a fundraiser
for the OSS, which is a
not for profit organisation
and does not charge for
membership. The OSS is

The Outdoor Swimming
Society was established
in 2006 as a community
of people who share a
love of swimming in the
great outdoors. Now, with
over 27,000 members,
the Society provides
information about places
to go swimming and
swimming safety, as well
as providing a space for
swimmers to connect with
one another and share
advice, projects, stories, and
ideas. The Society seeks to
keep outdoor swimming
wild and free, supporting

also a supporter of the free
worldwide crowd-sourced
map wildswim.com - with
Devon having more swims
plotted on it than any
other county in the UK,
this is a great place to find
alternative destinations for a
swim over the summer.
The OSS Bantham
Swoosh swimming
event will be setting off
from Timbers Car Park
on Saturday 24th June.
In 2016 the event
saw 600 competitors swim
the estuary, finishing at
Bantham Beach and over
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£250 raised for the Aveton
Gifford Community
Outdoor Pool. Moreover,
the OSS have this year
reserved even more places
for swimmers to raise
significantly more money
for the swimming pool.
Kate Rew, founder of
the OSS, says, ‘Community
pools are invaluable for
teaching youngsters to
swim with confidence
and to enjoy swimming
throughout their lives, with
all the benefits to health
and happiness that can
bring. We are delighted
to once again be working
with Aveton Gifford Parish
Council to support the
community pool, and hope
to raise even more money in
2017 so people can learn to
swim locally. Swimming can
be an adventure for people
of all abilities and ages.’
Joining the swim or
event:
If you would like to take
part in the swim and raise
money for the AG Pool,
please contact events@
outdoorswimmingsociety.com
(these places have been
donated free of charge in
exchange for a minimum
fundraising target of £400)
To enter the
swim (which is noncompetitive), go to www.
outdoorswimmingsociety.com event registration opens
on the 21st March at 7am

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Thanks to Anna Barclay for the photographs.
[sorry for the timing in relation
to the publication of this issue of
mAGpie - Ed]
AG Parish Council
will provide volunteers
for the start of the event.
If you would like to join
them, or volunteer as part
of the OSS Team for the
event, then please contact
Jamie Cross at the OSS
at jamiercross@gmail.com.

Over 60 volunteers will join
us this year for jobs such
as marshalling, the warmup tent (medically trained
volunteers welcome), and
the hot chocolate stand. All
water safety is carried out
by paid professionals.
The OSS works with
local suppliers across
the event, including for
marquees, water safety, PR,

food and drink.
The OSS and its
members would also like
to take the opportunity to
thank all of you in the local
community for your support
for this very enjoyable and
special event. For more
information on the event
and the OSS see www.
outdoorswimmingsociety.com.

The AG Community Pool and the
2017 Season.

The solar panels on the changing room roof have made a huge difference in keeping the
pool much warmer. So, this year, sunshine permitting, we are hoping to open the pool earlier
and keep it open longer, in order that we can all make the most of it while the water is warm
enough to enjoy it. All the preliminary work on the pool, changing rooms, and equipment has
been done already by Peter Smith and Tim Abrahall and it only remains to have a working
party to finish off a bit of cosmetic painting and hedge cutting. The water is already clear and
ready for use and, with longer days, the temperature has begun to rise. We are thus expecting to
open in mid-May to be in time for half term.
Our insurance stipulates that all keyholders and adults who are supervising children MUST
have valid resuscitation certificates. Thus there are going to be 4 evening training / refresher
sessions for residents in April and early May so that everyone will have a chance to get their
certificate and member’s key before the pool is open. These will be advertised in plenty of time
on the Parish website and Facebook postings and in the Shop.
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Parish Puzzlers

by Pippa Unwin

To observe the triggering of
Article 50, this is a Brexit-themed
wordsearch.
Find the words in the
grid from the list below
and the unused letters
will reveal a hidden
message:

ARTICLE FIFTY
BELGIUM
BREXIT
BRUSSELS
DEMOCRACY
ECONOMY
EUROPEAN UNION
EXPATS
FRANCE
FREEDOM
GERMANY
GOVERNMENT
HUMAN RIGHTS
IMMIGRATION
INDEPENDENCE DAY
ITALY
JOBS
JUNCKER
JUSTICE
LANGUAGE
LEAVE
MANDATE
MEMBER
PARLIAMENT

PEOPLE
POLAND
REFERENDUM
REMAIN
RICHER
SINGLE MARKET
SOVEREIGNTY

STRASBOURG
TAKE BACK CONTROL
THERESA MAY
TRADE
UNITED KINGDOM
XENOPHOBIA
Answers on Page 14

SOUP & PUD UPDATE
Soup and Pud has been a great success again this winter. Our thanks naturally go to
our loyal supporters who regularly attend, but we have also had quite a few other people drop in when they have been out on a walk or visiting the area. Of course it would
not happen without Jenny, Maggie and Janet, together with the new recruits Moira and
Zoe, and the Hall Committee would like to thank them all for their support. Thank you,
Ladies. We hope to be back in October.
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Aveton
Gifford

School Report

Sport and Other Activities
It seems almost impossible
to think that we only
have a few weeks left of
the spring term, when,
only five minutes ago, we
were getting ready for our
Christmas celebrations!
The last two months have
seen our children take part
in a number of sporting
activities. Our seasoned
netball team won the
South Hams Area Netball
Tournament and this
secured them a place in
the South Devon finals.
After a nail-biting final
match, they finished in
fourth place overall. They
are in action again on 16th
March when they compete
in the First Federation
Netball Tournament at
Blackpool Primary School.
The children in Years 3
and 4 took part in the
South Hams Area Tennis
Tournament, hosted
by KCC at Quayside
Leisure Centre. They
were absolutely delighted
to finish in first place,
particularly as most of
them had not played
tennis before. We’re
hoping that we may have
a budding Andy Murray in
our midst!
At the beginning of the

term all of the children
in Years 5 and 6 were
given the opportunity
to take part in a two day
cycling proficiency course,
‘Bikeability’. In spite of
heavy rain on one of the
days, they all thoroughly
enjoyed themselves and
passed the course.
Over the next two weeks
children from various
year groups will be
taking part in the Gym
and Dance Festival at
Quayside Leisure Centre,
a Tag Rugby Tournament
at KCC, and a Cycling
afternoon at KCC.
A group of children
from Key Stage 2 have
been working with local
art teacher, Mrs Lucy
Gunning, to design three
mosaics in the style
of artist Friedensreich
Hundertwasser. The
mosaics are going to be
made by the children
and another local artist,
Michelle Farrand, to
go on display in the
School playground. The
preparation artwork was
displayed in the Primary
Colours art exhibition at
Harbour House.
We were delighted to
welcome representatives

from Devon and Somerset
Fire Service to School in
February to give a fire
safety talk to the children.
This annual event is one
which the children always
enjoy and we are very
grateful to the fire service
for giving up their time to
come into school.
During the latter part of
March we will welcome
Pet Moore from ‘Forest
and Beach’ back into
School where he will be
working with the children
on our African Garden
project. We hope to have
lots of photos to put onto
the School website for you
all to see.
We start the summer
term with a visit from
the RNLI Lifeguards,
which the children are all
looking forward to, and
are also planning many
other exciting things for
the children in the weeks
to come.
If you would like to
arrange a visit to the
School, please contact the
School Office on 01548
550262. The Office is
open Monday to Friday
from 8.30am to 4.00pm.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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February/March Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
APRIL DIARY
Monday 3rd
Friday 7th
Saturday 8th
Thursday 20th

At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
7.30pm
5 - 8pm
10am - 1pm
7.30pm

Parish Council Meeting
Open evening to discuss the Parish Development Plans
Open morning to discuss the Parish Development Plans
WI - Eric Saxby and Alyson Smith will be leading a talk
about Jocelyn Ponting’s Pottery.
Wednesday 26th 9.30-10.30am Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
Friday 28th
7pm
St Andrew’s Church Plant Sale & Coffee Evening – great
choice of bedding plants etc, cakes, produce, white
elephant, books, raffle and refreshments. Admission:
adults 50p, children free. Proceeds in aid of St. Andrew’s
Church.
MAY DIARY
Thursday 4th
7am - 10pm Polling Station – Devon Council Elections
Monday 8th
6.30 pm
Parish Council Meeting - AGM
Thursday 11th
7.30 pm
WI - AGM
Wednesday 24th 9.30-10.30am Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
Saturday 27th
7.30pm
Aveton Gifford Film Festival (see item page 13)
REGULAR EVENTS
Mondays
3 - 4.30 pm
7 - 8 pm

Monday Club
Table-Tennis Club -– All ages welcome
No class on first Monday of month. Equipment
provided. £1.50 per session
Tuesdays
7 pm - 8.30 pm Yoga Class with Stephen Harding - term time only
Wednesdayss 6.45 - 7.45 pm
Zumba class; £5 per session
Thursdays
9.15am - 10.15pm Zumba class; £5 per session
6 pm - 7 pm
Pilates with Abbie Hart
Please note – Yoga breaks for holidays.
PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE’
Tuesday, Wednesday &
9am - 12pm
Friday
12 - 1pm
1 - 3.30 pm
Thursday
9am - 12pm
12 - 1pm
Monday

9.00 - 11:00 am

Morning sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon sessions
Morning sessions
Lunch Club
No afternoon session
Parents & Toddlers

• No Breakfast Club at present, but if demand increases or anyone is interested,
please contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920
• School breaks up for Easter holiday on Friday 31st March
• Summer term begins on Tuesday 18th April
• School half term holiday begins Monday 29th May; back to school on Monday 5th
June.
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News from the Hive
Battered and Muddied

O

ur Monday Parent
and Toddler Group
started again after
Christmas promoted
by a free Village fun
afternoon for families
with under-5s: with a
bouncy castle, drinks
and cakes, the event
was very well attended.
The Monday Parent and
Toddler Group is now
running from 9 am to
11 am with exciting craft
activities planned every
week, as well as sensory
play and a singing/ music
session. See facebook
‘AG Toddlers’ for weekly
events.
At Preschool
the children have
been participating
in our Bear Huntthemed activities
that have included
a trip to Andrew’s
Wood for some
stumble-tripping.
The children
had to be nature
detectives and
hunt for a range
of items, such as
nests and fungi.
There was plenty of mud
for squelch-squerching
and, unsurprisingly, some
children had to sit on

towels on the way home
before they could be demuddied.
Whilst on the subject
of the outdoors, Kenyon
Canopy Ltd, roofing
merchants in Saltash,
have donated the Preschool a webcam bird
box! We are super-excited
by the prospect of being
able to watch live images
of hatchlings and their
parents to bring a real
wildlife experience to the
children through viewing the monitor in The
Hive. We will keep you
informed of our Hive
Watch in the next edition.

In news of other
events, we had our annual
Pancake Day Extravaganza in February and Kate’s

flipping good pancakes
raised a bucketful of
fluffy batter, some extra
funds and a lot of smiles
[see photo, showing Ranulph, Mabel and Fleur
having fun].
Importantly, from September 17 the Pre-school
will be open for an extra
day and will be introducing an Outdoor School
Session for 2 hours
on Monday mornings
to allow expansion of
opportunities for learning styles. The Pre-school
will then run for five full
days each week during
term time, 9.00-3.30.
This will happen in
line with some parents of 3 and 4 year
olds being entitled to
an extra 15 hours (up
to 30 free hours) of
education/care from
September 2017.
The pre-school
children have started
filming for our entry
to the annual Village
Film Festival on the
27th May (see page
13). Be sure to put the
date in your diary and get
your tickets early!

For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition
has gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Deer Wood Diary - Spring

Biochar & Charcoal making at Deer Wood by Lisa Pugh and Marc Biddle

N

early everyone
has heard of and
understands what charcoal
is, but perhaps not so many
people know what biochar
is. It’s a word that has been
trending of late, but has in
fact been around for a while
in the world of gardening
and permaculture.
In a nutshell, biochar is
small particles of charcoal
and it is used as a soil fertility improver. But why is
it so important and in the
limelight right now?
Two main reasons firstly, the millions of tiny
hollow chambers created in
the wood by the charcoal
making process are a fantastic growing platform for all
the beneficial microorganisms that make up really
good healthy soil. The second reason is the near permanent nature of charcoal

when mixed into the soil;
it is considered by certain
think tanks to be a brilliant
method of sequestering
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carbon, meaning it has
strong eco friendly implications (hence why it has
become more fashionable).
It is certainly a brilliant soil
structure improver: we have
found it greatly improves
the texture of heavy clay
soil, making it more ‘friable‘
for growing.
Biochar is thus a very
effective way of turning
woody cuttings, prunings
and brash into a useful
product instead of just getting rid of, or composting,
them.
Marc has learnt about
biochar from his permaculture and horticultural
background. He wanted to
use this process to enhance
the soil for both the tree
nursery beds and our own
vegetable patch.
The biochar process
Think of it as a very controlled bonfire. It has the
same principles as charcoal
making in a kiln, but it is
contained by earthing up
with soil instead of being in
a metal drum.
Lisa had been collecting
a lot of the branches and
brash we had specifically
saved from last year’s pollarding and felling, just for
this purpose. We had set
aside a designated growing
area for the nursery and this

ground had to be prepared
before the burn could take
place - it is better to do the
burn on the area you wish it
to be used in so absolutely
none of the biochar is wasted, as a lot of it will end up
mixed into the soil you use
for earthing up.

The secret is all in the
preparation
After a lot of time spent
digging, sieving out stones
and weeds, then raking out
flat, the growing area was
ready to have the bonfire
built upon it.
We constructed a decent
kindling pile ensuring there
was a big enough tunnel
through to the middle so
that the fire could be lit
right at its heart and we
used a length of metal
pipe to do this; then a
good quantity of dried
out branches and brash
wood went on in a teepee

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

style formation; finally, the
slightly bigger branches 1-3
inches diameter. The construction is very important
to ensure good airflow with
a fast and hot fire ignition.
This is because, unless you
get the fire burning really
well, a lot of good, smaller
material that could become
charcoal ends up being
burned up while larger bits
don’t complete the conversion into charcoal right
through to their centres.
Because airflow is so crucial
for a well-regulated burn,
fire construction and site
preparation is very important.
The same principle
applies as in a charcoal kiln;
it is important that the fuel
is stacked in a circular, radiating manner over the kindling as a radial construction of this nature allows air
to be drawn into the centre
of the fire and a good even
burn to ensue. (See ‘The
Deer Wood Trust’ Facebook page for the album on
charcoal making for more
detailed pictures.)
Once the biochar fire
was constructed, three
large piles of good sieved
topsoil were placed, equally
spaced, around the bonfire
stack, ready for when it
would need to be earthed
up. Lastly we had three very
large piles of additional fuel
branches, brash and more
cuttings, etc. These were
stacked close enough for
ease of handling, but at a
safe enough distance so as
to not accidentally catch

alight once a good fire was
going. (The amount of fuel
you use will depend on
what you have available,
however it is surprising just
how much fuel reduces in
volume once it is turned
into biochar).
Finally, we checked the
weather forecast and had
to postpone for two weeks.
We thus tarped over the fire
and brash piles to ensure
that they remained dry while
we waited for a gap in the
wintry weather, as we knew
it would be much easier to
do a good burn when conditions were more clement.

The burn
If anyone has had a regular garden bonfire before
then they will know how
unpredictable fire can be;
it can burn fast and hot
and change direction with
the wind, or it can splutter
and go out if the wood is
too wet. We made sure that
the both of us were on site
to start the burn, as this
is where things most have
the potential to go out of
control if you are not fast
enough on your feet!
Lisa made a ‘faggot’ out
of very dry twigs, wrapped
in long strips of bark shavings, with, in the centre,

several of the traditional
woodsman’s firelighter,
crushed King Alfred’s Cake
(which is a fungus commonly found on ash trees).
This was where the metal
tube came in handy – the
‘faggot’ was lit, then quickly
pushed through the tube so
that it was in the heart of
the wood stack. (Marc also
sometimes uses an an old
rubber-grip gardening glove
for the charcoal kiln as they
make fantastic fire-lighters
when things are a bit damp).
The tube was then removed
and the fire allowed to rip
through the dry wood,
catching so fast that we had
to start adding the extra
brash straight away. The
blaze was ferocious in no
time and we had piled all
the remaining wood on
top. This was excellent as it
meant that all the fuel was
on fire at the same time,
ensuring less waste and
all the hard work with the
preparation had paid off.
Then came the most challenging part of the process

- when we started to bring
the fire under control by
earthing up the sides.
It’s easier to see this
in action with a charcoal
kiln, as the stages are more
drawn out, but the same

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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rules apply to how you control the level of burn - too
hot and you end up with
a pile of ash, too slow and
a lot of the wood is just
charred on the outside and
not turned to charcoal. It’s
all about how you time the
closing down of the airflow.
Once all the fuel is burning well the airflow must
be radically reduced, this
is done as less air means a
slower burn and a greater
chance of having viable
charcoal.
The waiting game
This is where a good eye
is key. You need to watch
how the fire burns and as
soon as you see any white,
ash-like colours is when you
must pounce with a shovelful of earth. Covering up bit
by bit from the bottom and
working round and up in a
carefully considered way is
the only method of regulating the air and thus the
rate of the burn. The end
result looks something like
a volcano, with the last of
the burning wood (usually
the biggest lumps) left at the
top. Once they start to go
white then it’s time to put
the final bit of earth on top
and seal it up.
In the charcoal kiln this
process is achieved through
putting on the lid then adding chimneys to the four
vents at the bottom of the
drum. These are slowly
alternated and blocked off
as the burn progresses over
many hours, they are then
taken out and the vents
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sealed with sand, making
it almost airtight. This
allows a very controlled,
even temperature, which
in effect cooks the logs
to become charcoal. (If
you bought the AG calendar you will have seen
a picture in the month
of May of this stage in
the charcoal making
process. Between April
and September is when
we conduct our charcoal
making at the wood and
workshops on charcoal
making will be announced
in due course).

Vigilance wins the day
Vigilance is needed at
this stage, because holes
can appear in the soil
walls as the fire inside
reduces in volume and,
where there’s a hole,
there’s air getting in,
and where there’s air
there’s extra heat! This
can result in the loss of
much potential biochar.
We made regular checks
over the course of the
next three days. Finally
we judged it was ready
and Marc opened it up to
see if anything else was
still smouldering, which
it was. Thus, the watering

can was put to good use to
douse the remaining embers
and put the process to bed.
As for the time it takes to
make charcoal in a kiln, lets
just say you need to have
somewhere you can sleep
nearby as it takes 36+ hours
for a 5ft diameter kiln and it
cannot be left unattended.
All good things…
The best thing about
doing the whole process is
knowing that the biochar
will be continuing to make
the soil rich and fertile for
many years to come, while
all it takes is a little patience
to put it in the ground!
We mixed the topsoil
used for earthing up with
the biochar along with
a similar quantity of our
homemade compost from
well-rotted wood chips. All
these components were
thoroughly mixed together
and this has given us an
incredibly rich and fertile
base for everything we are
intending to grow.
Now we just need to
make sure all our seedlings
are well protected. If any
of you have looked on the
Deer Wood Trust Facebook page recently, you will
have seen the ‘Go Fund Me
– Woodland Nursery for
Native Trees’ campaign to
raise funds for just this purpose and any support you
can offer will be gratefully
received.
For further details please
follow this link: https://
www.gofundme.com/woodlandnurserynative-species

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

Potatoes, Potatoes
Everywhere - but Shortly
only in Sacks

H

ow lovely to see the
daffodils in all their
glory – it does make you
feel as though spring is
finally on its way.
I am pleased to say that,
although we suffered a bit
of damage to our polythene
greenhouse from the rain
and high winds, it could
have been a lot worse.
Moreover, looking around
the other allotments, I
would say that most people
have escaped unharmed!
I do miss the greenhouse
however and am searching

the internet to try to find
a replacement cover, but
so far with no luck. It
means that my very small
conservatory has been
completely taken over with
trays and trays of chitting
potatoes. This year I have
decided to use potato
sacks to grow them (which
were to have stood in the
polythene greenhouse!) as
every year I manage to leave
a fair number of the little
beauties in the ground and
then sprout up when I have
planted something else.

We have planted a couple
more fruit trees, which seem
to have taken well, but how
long it will be before we see
any fruit is anybody’s guess.
The rhubarb however has
shot up literally overnight
- so heartening to see
something growing!
Hopefully the wet
weather will soon come to
an end and we shall be able
to get to our plots and start
digging and chatting to our
fellow allotmenteers.
Jackie [01548 550110]

THE AGFF IS COMING
Aveton Gifford Film Festival is back and raring to go for another year of unmissable
short films from local talent. The aim of the Film Festival is to nurture that local talent by
giving film-makers young and old the chance to show their work in a public space.
We hope that this year, with a few special tweaks, we will be offering the best experience yet for each film.
So, bring yourselves and a bottle to the Memorial Hall on 27th May, settle back and
enjoy a night in which YOU are invited to take part, both as film-maker and audience,
but always as a participant.
The deadline for films is 1st May - please email them to us at surfhamsfc@gmail.
com.
The only rules are that they are five minutes or less and family friendly.
We’re on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram (@surfhamsfc) and if you would like to see
productions from previous years go to our Vimeo page https://vimeo.com/surfhamsfc.
We look forward to meeting you and seeing your films, or just enjoying your company, as we all celebrate Aveton Gifford Film Festival 2017.
Johnny, Jim, Stephen and Greg - The Surf Hams Film Collective
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Know your Parish

by Ken Doughty

Belated Allotment

I

n a recent mAGpie I
described how one of
the things that the newly
created Parish Council
wanted to develop in
1895 was allotments for
the parishioners - and in
this they failed miserably.
In fact, references to the
requirement dropped
out of the minutes of the
Council and throughout

agreement was drawn
up with Henry Balkwill,
member of the Parish
Council and living at
Little Court to the north
of the Village, for a plot
of land near his house.
Harold Horton, the
Village schoolmaster
undertook to measure
out the plots with the
assistance of David

This winter scene has a stand-pipe visible in the foreground.
In the summer there’s a mass of vegetation.

the two wars people
with gardens had to
put aside an area for
growing vegetables. It
was not until 1950 that,
with an Aveton Gifford
Allotment Association
having been formed, an

Balkwill, Henry’s son,
and determined that
they were one 6th of an
acre in size. The tenants
agreed to pay the owner
£6 per annum and to
provide a cattle-proof
fence that was to consist

of concrete posts with 6
strands of wire, together
with a width of sheep
netting at the bottom, on
the northern and eastern
side of the plots. Entry
was to be by a flight of
steps from the road that
had formerly been part
of a church path running
inside the hedge before
descending to the road
just opposite what is
now the entrance to the
church car park; however a gate was provided
in the fence to provide
entrance for wheelbarrows. In addition, no
sheds were to be erected,
nor any other structures of any kind. The
allotments lasted about
twenty years, after which
they fell out of use and
were taken over by David
Balkwill.
What a difference
from the present allotments! They are much
more conveniently sited,
flanking Baker’s Hill and
the top end of Rock Hill,
field number 4849 that
occupies approximately
2 acres. Planning permission for the change of
use had to be applied
for and various other

Wordsearch Hidden phrase – BREAKFAST MEANS BREAKFAST
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matters attended to.
As a result, small sheds
are permitted and even
provision allowed for
the keeping of hens and
rabbits, though so far as
I am aware this option
has never been taken up.
The total rent is £500
per annum. There’s also
ready access through a
parking area at the junction with Rock Hill.
They were rented from
Jim Irish by the Parish
Council and sublet to the
Allotment Association
about ten years ago. Later
Tim Abrahall installed

solar panels to power a
Lorentz borehole pump
and put in a storage tank
which provided water by
standpipes throughout
the plots; the borehole is
300 feet deep.
The size of allotments
varies and they cost
according to their size,
with the rents due for
renewal each September.
There are various rules
that must be adhered to,
such as no use for trade
or business and no animals allowed, except the
aforesaid hens or rabbits;
hedges and ditches must

be kept trimmed; paths
should be kept to 45 cms
width; while fruit trees,
initially forbidden, are
now accepted.
In May 2013 the Parish
Council borrowed money
and paid £30,000 for the
field, £27,000 from the
Public Sector Loan Board
and legal costs of £3,000
from the Devon County
Council, so the plot holders now pay the Council
their rent. This is subject
to review every 5 years
with the next renewal due
in 2018.

Need a lift to a medical appointment?
Call Modbury Health Centre on 01548
830666
Need a friend for support and
companionship?
Call Sheila on 07554997140 or email
modburycaring@gmail.com

www.bouncyjimshire.uk
info@bouncyjimshire.uk
01548 550886
07568080200
Fully Insured up
to
£5 million pl.
10% discount to any
resident of Aveton
Gifford Quote ref
MAGAG!

We are there for you, covering Modbury,
and the outlying villages
We need you too!!!
Could you give your time to someone who
needs support and companionship
or use your car to provide lifts?
Why not volunteer to be a befriender (call
07554997140) or
a driver (call Michael on 01548810520)
Our help is free but we do need funding
Why not join the Friends of Modbury
Caring and help us?
Application forms available in the Health
Centre

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Fisherman’s Rest
Be gone, Winter!

01548
550284

A

lthough the Old Farmer’s Almanac suggests that spring isn’t
here until you can put your foot on nine daisies, it really seems
that winter is preparing to hibernate (well, what else ?): daffodils
have been displaying their majesty for a couple of weeks now (did
you seem them down at Timbers Car Park? - and that’s following
a wondrous display of snowdrops); we’re past the equinox and by the time you receive this
magazine the clocks will have gone forward. Before we know it we’ll have the swifts and
swallows swooping and chirping overhead.
It’ll soon be time for a spot of al fresco refreshment beside the stream outside the Fisherman’s - what a great thought ! But there’s a range of things to excite, even if the weather’s not
so good or the sun has gone to bed …
April / May events:
* Easter Day will be celebrated on Sunday April 16th with a special roast dinner [2 courses
£11.50, 3 courses £12.50]; please book.
Regular events:
* Quiz nights: on the 3rd Thursday of the month - April 20th, May 18th starting at
7:30pm with the quiz itself at 8:00.
* Kingsbridge Jazz Club: on 1st Tuesday of the month starting at 7:30pm: April 4th, The
John Maddocks Jazzmen; May 2nd, Kevin Grenfell’s Giants of Jazz. [Please note: Early
Bird Dine & Jazz, with a special menu (choice of 3 mains - including a vegetarian option
- and 2 sweets) served between 6.00 and 6.30pm (booking essential) and the ability to
reserve seats in the Jazz Cellar.
* Knit & Natter sessions:
✴
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month; so,
April 11th, 25th and May 9th, 23rd, starting at 10:30am
* Fish & Chips: eat in every Friday from 7:00pm; still only £5.50. Or, if you prefer,
takeaway fish & chips are available Monday to Saturday 7:00 to 9:00 and Sunday 7:00-8:30.
* Ukelele Group meets every Monday evening at 7.30.
Other facilities (call anyone at the Pub to make arrangements.)
* Skittle Alley: available for bookings; minimum of 10 people at £1 per person
* Small Disco: including equipment and facilities;
* Function Room: with space for 80 people and a separate bar area; ideal for special
events and informal parties
* Package for conferences: with a large screen TV and a projector viewing room.
For the latest information: see the Fisherman’s website www.thefishermansrest.co.uk
or find us on Facebook.
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mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine, which is published
bi-monthly and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well
as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church circulation 470.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form.
Please contact David Stevens (davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk) for more information.
The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6 insertions (payable in advance):
Size
Whole page

AG Parish Resident
£
153

Non-resident
£
207

Half page

76.50

105

Quarter page

51

64.50

Eighth of page

36

51

JAZZ AT THE
FISHERMAN’S
AVETON GIFFORD

“Kingsbridge Jazz Club at Aveton Gifford” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s
Rest on the first Tuesday of each month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has
become a unique venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the next 2 months are as follows:
* 4th April ~ The John Maddocks Jazzmen
* 2nd May ~ Kevin Grenfell’s Giants of Jazz
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club/
www.facebook.com/kingsbridgejazzclub
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes
The Barnacle Goose

T

he Barnacle Goose is one of our smaller geese - the white
face, black head, neck and upper breast with whitish bits
on the lower breast, make it easy to recognise.
It breeds in Spitsbergen, Greenland and Arctic Russia
and, as winter approaches, the Spitsbergen birds head for
the Solway Firth in Scotland, where around 29,000 are to be
found; the Greenland birds meanwhile fly to the Hebrides,
Orkney and Ireland, where around 60,000 are to be found.
Birds found in Devon are very scarce; they could be wild ones
though if seen with Canada Geese are probably escapees from
private collections.
On 3rd February one was seen on South Efford Marsh,
along with a group of Canada Geese; the bird is still present
and now usually found at Hatch Bridge. Since the year 2000 I have only recorded singles on 5
occasions.
In medieval times people believed that this goose did not
come from an egg, but was generated from the curiously
shaped black/white goose barnacles which are still washed
ashore in clusters.

The Quirky Bird Returns

He must have read the 108th edition of the mAGpie
because the day after I delivered my copies I spotted an Egyptian Goose on South Efford Marsh - my first sighting since
March 2015.

Winter Highlights by Rod Bone & Eric Wotton
10 Jan: 150 Redwings Knap Mill
15 Jan: 2 Black Tailed Godwits; birds still
present.
16 Jan: 1 Goosander
27 Jan: First 2 Shelduck return
28 Jan: 70 Lapwing
1-15 Feb: 1 Egyptian Goose
3 Feb: 1 Yellow Browed Warbler on S
Efford Marsh
4 Feb - now: 1 Barnacle Goose
4 Feb: 4 Pintail
5 Feb: 42 lots of frog spawn on the marsh
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at Knap Mill
12 Feb: First Green Sandpiper returns
15 Feb: First Blackcap singing
18 Feb: First Chiffchaff singing
24 Feb: 1 Green Sandpiper
27 Feb: 15 Shelduck on South Efford
Marsh
11 Mar: 1 Cetti’s Warbler on marsh by weir
12 Mar: 1 Female Goosander Hatch Bridge
12 Mar: First Painted Lady butterfly of year
13 Mar: 1 Marsh Harrier on marsh above
bridge
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The Minister’s
Review
by Neil Barker

Where do you put the cross?

C

an you remember
standing in the little
booth at the local elections,
the referendum, or even the
last general election, and
voting by putting a cross
in the box you chose? For
some, the decision was
made there and then, right
at the last moment; others
made up their mind long
before, or even decided not
to vote at all.

with a faith decision: voting
for God and His way: Jesus
said, ’If anyone would come
after Me, he must deny himself
and take up his cross daily and
follow Me.’
As I come up to retirement,
I have been thinking about
some of the decisions in my
life. Sixty five years ago, a cross
was traced on my forehead
at baptism as a sign of God’s
calling. Forty years ago, I made
the decision of ordination
into ministry in the Church
of England. Twelve years ago
I was faced with the decision

to come to Modbury as Team
Rector. This year, I am faced
with the decision of retirement.
I thank the Lord for
His guiding as I have tried
to follow and I thank you
for encouragement and the
fellowship of walking together
in faith.
In the
decisions
that lie
ahead, I
shall still be
thinking of
where to put
the cross.

April Diary

It is a different cross which
calls for our attention at
Easter - a cross found on a
green hill far away, outside a
city wall, two thousand years
ago, and yet echoed in every
church building around the
world; outlined in daffodils on
Prigdon hill; there on each war
memorial and countless other
places. Have a look and see
how many crosses you come
across and, as you do, think of
the decisions you have made.
The cross of Jesus faces us

Sun2nd

11 am

Family Service

Tues 4th
Thurs 6th
Sun 9th

7.30pm
7.30pm
10.30am

The Bible Course at St. Andrew’s
Team Council
Palm Sunday - 10.30 Procession with
the donkey from the Fisherman’s
Rest

Thurs 13th
Fri 14th

11 am
2.30 pm
6.30pm
10.30 am

Sun 16th
Sun 23rd
Sun 30th
May Diary

11 am
11am
10.30am

Sun 7th
Sun 14th
Sun 21st
Sun 28th

11 am
11am
11am
11am

Holy Communion by extension
Maundy Thursday Prayer group

Passover Meal

Good Friday procession with the
cross from the Fisherman’s Rest,
followed by service in Church.
Easter Day Communion

Family Communion
Team Service at Bigbury
Family Service
Holy Communion
Songs of Praise
Family Communion
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*** Fibr e Fresh ***
CARPET CLEANING
Carpets & Rugs
Upholstery

•Organic Cleaning
•Stains & Odours
Removed
•End of Tenancy
•Low-Cost
•Quick Drying
•Local Professional Company

www.Fibre-Fresh.co.uk

01548 550906
TACCA© Member

A G Tr e e s
Arboricultural Services
14 years' experience in Tree Care.
We undertake all tree work operations
including:
Crown cleaning
Formative pruning
Crown thinning
● Crown lifting
● Crown reduction and reshaping
● Pollarding
● Tree felling
● Hedge trimming
● Clearing overgrown vegetation
● Brushwood chipping service
●
●
●

Written quotations or hourly rates.
Fully qualified and insured. Based in
the Kingsbridge area.

Tel: 07811 129 716
www.agtrees.co.uk
20
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COUNTRY HILL ANIMAL SHELTER
Charity reg. No. 1114853

Lots of bargains in furniture, nearly new
clothes, books and bric a brac at our NEW
CHARITY SHOP in the centre of Modbury.
Wanted,
VOLUNTEERS
and
UNWANTED ITEMS FOR RESALE
Collections possible. 01548 288001

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Bigbury Golf Club
welcome Liz and Howard Turner
The Dinner Service.com @ the 19th
as their new caterers from 1st Feb
Sunday lunch a speciality
Golf themed menu throughout the week
Please book your table direct with the restaurant on 01548
810557 option 3.
Main course @ £8.95 – desserts £3.95
Large groups can be accommodated

Social Memberships available at just £16.00
22
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Need help with personal admin?
Surrounded by piles of paper and other clutter
and don’t know where to start?
Call Diana Pring
for a FREE initial consultation

All Sorted!

01548 511125 · www.allsorted.org.uk

Claire Louise Hill

Professional Painter and Decorator
Bijou, 41 Icy Park, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LQ
Home 01548 559274

Mobile 07976 129162

Award Winning – Fully Qualified – Fully Insured

FLETE
GARDENS

• Carpets, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
• Stain & Odour Removal
• Car-Boat-Caravan Wash & Valet
• Gutter Vacuum
• Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
• All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
• Window Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

T: 01548 854313
E:info@fine-shine.com
W:www.fine-shine.com
Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive,
Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1SF

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance
Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435

Curtains
Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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TALKING SHOP
RECYCLING SACKS
As you all know, the Village Shop has a supply
of both blue and clear recycling sacks. The
Council says people have taken advantage of the
service and picked up more sacks than they need
[although we have not come across this].
In order to avoid this happening, the Council now
need a signature for any sacks picked up from the
Shop ! More information at the Shop.
EASTER EGGS
Are now in the Village Shop – hurry while stocks last.
NEW AT THE VILLAGE SHOP - QUAILS’ EGGS
Tessa from Kingston has started a new venture of rearing quails
and selling their eggs. These pretty little eggs are £3.15 a dozen something a bit different for Easter !
SCAM AT OUR OWN VILLAGE POST OFFICE
The Post Office being scammed has shocked everybody and we would like
to say a big thank you to everybody that came forward with information
about the incident. Fortunately, the criminals have been caught, but we
would like to prevent this from happening again. We would also like to
thank you all for your support and the messages we have received. CCTV is
now going to be fitted in the Village Shop to stop similar crimes.
PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION & CALENDAR 2018
Once again we shall be running the photography competition to find the
best 13 shots for the 2018 Aveton Gifford calendar. For full details either go
to the Aveton Gifford website www.aveton-gifford.co.uk or call at the Shop.
EASTER OPENING TIMES
Good Friday – 8.30 to 1.00 o’clock * Saturday – 8.30 to 3.00 o’clock
Easter Sunday – closed all day * Easter Monday 8.30 to 1.00 o’clock
Happy shopping in your village shop.
Normal Opening Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday-: 8am - 6pm; Monday & Thursday: 8am -1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 1pm
The shop is closed for lunch Monday and Thursday between 1pm & 2pm

Contact us on: Tel 01548 550996 Email: john@artashton.co.uk
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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