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f you’ve had a walk through Rectory Lawns recently you
may have seen some changes. As part of our ongoing flood
prevention measures, two new bridges have been put up to
replace the older wooden ones crossing Parson’s Brook.
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Advice from Devon County’s Flood Resilience team has
recommended that everything bordering a watercourse must
be completely secure, so that nothing can wash away to block
bridges or culverts and drains. We know already to our cost
that several houses and the hall have flooded on various occasions over the years when the flow of flood water has been
obstructed.
Even though work on Tree Corner bridge and recent dredging has improved our flood risk in the Village, when we had
very heavy rainfall on February 1st this year, the stream overtopped the banks and the bridges by the Rectory Lawns with
the bridges themselves collecting a large amount of debris
washed down by the storm. This highlighted something that has
Cont. on page 2
Deadline for copy for next issue: 10th July 2017

Cont. from page 1
Since they have been put in
place further modifications
have been made to reduce
the gradient of the ramps
at either end and to reduce
noise from the metal surface. Both bridges will then
be finished with a nonslip
top coat over the metal
walkway to make it safe

Flooding February 1st 2017

been an ongoing concern for
some years when flood water
has sometimes loosened the
bridges and on occasion even
pulled them right out of the
ground with the risk that they
can then be carried downstream to block the culvert
under the road by the Abrahalls’ house.
This culvert is one of our
Flood Black Spots as anything blocking the flow of the
stream acts as a dam causing
flooding to the car park and
nearby properties, particularly the Hall. The posts put
up around the lower car
park now prevent cars being
washed into the stream, but
February’s heavy rainfall

A

showed that this is still a
very vulnerable area and
the one thing left to secure
was the bridges.
When the wooden
bridges were taken out in
May it could be seen that
the fixings had already
started to rot so, if nothing had been done, they
easily have been washed
away again. These new
galvanised bridges are
longer and much higher
than the old ones, so flash
rainwater can flow right
underneath without any
obstructions; they are also
heavier and more securely
installed to reduce any
danger of washing away.

Rod Laidler with the
lower bridge at the culvert

in all weather conditions. Then,
once all the work is complete,
they will be almost maintenance
free, last considerably longer than
the old wooden ones, and make
a positive difference in reducing
the flood risk to our properties.
The bridges have been paid for
out of money for our flood resilience measures.

FUTURE OF AG CLASSIC CAR SHOW

fter several years of massively successful and great fun shows, this is due to be the last
year which will be organised by Tony Porter and Tim and Heather Abrahall.
Held on the August Bank Holiday each year, this has been a great day out for families and
classic car enthusiasts, and has raised each year thousands of pounds for this Parish’s children’s projects.
If this wonderful day is to continue, a group of people is needed to take over running the
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Dawn & Dusk OSS Bantham
Swoosh 2017

T

he Outdoor Swimming Society’s Bantham Swoosh swimming event will be setting off from
Timbers Car Park on Saturday 24th June. The Parish Council has been negotiating with
the organisers to minimise any disturbance to residents, especially for the morning swim which
will involve over 400 people arriving while most people are still in bed! This time, rather than
collecting on the Green, they have arranged that everyone will be dropped off at Timbers Car
Park, and collect in the Broussons’ field beside Slipway. The PC has also negotiated with the
OSS to minimise any disruption to traffic or parking, especially in the evening, and hope that
any spectators from the Parish will be able to watch the swims without any difficulty, as it’s
been such a spectacular sight in the last couple of years to see so many people launching forth
into the Avon.
The OSS has donated 6 tickets to swimmers to support fundraising for our own community
pool, and the fundraisers are generously donating all proceeds that they raise through ‘Justgiving’, an online charitable donation organisation. If anyone would like to contribute sponsorship
money to any of them, full details will be available through our own Parish website or Facebook
page – if you’d like further information about this, please ask Tim Abrahall or Ros Brousson.
The PC has been sent the following details of the OSS arrangements for the day:
‘Swimmers will be entering the water at Timbers Car Park between 6.30 and 7.30am and
again between 6.30 and 7.30pm. These are the times to avoid the car park, when coaches will be
dropping swimmers off via the A379 at the southern end of the Village. No event traffic enters
the village itself, and no swimmer or spectator traffic comes to the Village. Swimmers are all
dropped off in coaches that shuttle them from Bantham Beach to the car park where they will
congregate for a maximum of an hour.
‘Everyone is welcome to cheer the swimmers coming out of the water at the finish line
on Bantham Beach, where swimmers are expected between 7.30 and 9.00am and again
between 7.30 and 9.00pm. Space is limited at the start of the swim, so it’s not possible to
accommodate spectators at Timbers Car Park; however, there are plenty of places to watch further along the route of the swim.
‘At the Bantham end, the beach road to Bantham will be closed for two short periods during
the day for coaches to ferry swimmers from Bantham to Aveton Gifford, although residents
will be given access. Event registration will take place between 5am and 6am and 4pm and 6pm
at Bantham and this is when most event traffic is expected; this may slow traffic down to the
beach (although the number of cars arriving should anyway be comparable to sunny summer
weekends).’

Show, to continue to raise money for children’s projects. This has become an annual fixture
and it would be a huge shame to let it go now. Assistance on the day is provided by those
involved in the organisations which benefit – Pre-school, Sports & Leisure (Tennis in particular) and Cricket.
If you, or a group, feel you can do this, you will be able to work alongside the organisers
this year to learn the ropes. Please contact either Tony Porter on 07770 224505 or Tim Abrahall on 01548 559144.
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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The Annual St Andrew’s Church
Fete Aveton Gifford - Saturday July 8th 2.00pm

C

ome, preferably with
a collection of friends
and relations, and enjoy all
the traditional fun of this
ever popular Village event.
Try your throwing skills on
hoopla or at the coconut
shy and your luck at the
tombola; watch your little
children as they enjoy a
pony ride round the Rectory
lawn or have their faces
painted; slightly older boys
and girls can buffet each
other off the greasy pole or
‘bat the rat’.
Visit and purchase
anything from freshly baked
cakes, garden and kitchen
produce, the odd white
elephant you have always
wanted, a special book, CD
or video, or buy a lovely
piece of local craft work.
Entertainment
Sit and watch the
children’s entertainer,
Emmazdad, so popular in
previous years, and leave
with one of his delightful
balloon animals. Poultry
and water fowl will be on
display round a pond beside
a big red tractor. The local
Ukulele band will play at

3.00pm - come along and
sing along.

The Project Group
The Aveton Gifford
Project Group will be
presenting a display of
old photographs of all
the houses in Fore Street.
Visitors will be invited and
encouraged to tell or write
down any remembrances
they may have of folk
who lived in them during
their own time or previous
times. Do come and share
experiences, learning about
days gone by, here in our
Village.
Refreshment
Should you require
refreshment, there will be a
barbecue and an ice cream
stand and of course cream
teas and cakes (all homemade) in the Memorial Hall.
The catering team rely
almost exclusively on the
generosity of the bakers
and cake makers in the
Parish for the spread of
scones, cream teas and
cakes, for which they and
all the customers are most
grateful. Please bring along

any offering you may like
to make for the teas on
the Saturday morning or
afternoon.

Grand raffle
No village Fete could
take place without a Grand
Raffle. A truly tremendous
variety of seriously high
value prizes, the 1st, 2nd
and 3rd of which being hard
cash. Generous vouchers
from local restaurants and
pubs, tickets for Coast night
club (over 18’s only) and
day tickets for Woodlands
Playpark; and many others
besides.
The Annual fete is the
major fund raiser for St.
Andrew’s, so we look
forward to seeing you and
please dig deep into your
pockets for your own
entertainment and fun
whilst helping to ensure
that our parish church,
St.Andrew’s, remains safe as
a major focal point of our
community.
If you are going to be
anywhere on the afternoon
of July 8th, be in the
Rectory garden, Aveton
Gifford!

Marquee Men.
Maybe not ‘Dad’s Army’ but an army of dads and big lads would be greatly appreciated;
loyal volunteers are requested to turn up at 6.00pm on the evening of Friday 7th to erect the
marquees, to make up and set out tables and chairs on the stands and to put straw bales out as
seating for visitors.
Come into the Rectory garden, dads, mums, big brothers and sisters, for an hour of much
appreciated labour and, incidentally, a lot of fun.
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Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

Friends and Foes

T

hirteen – Nil - no, not
the result of a one
sided football match, but
the loss of 13 nurtured
parsnip seedlings – Slugs
13, Parsnips 0 - here we
go again! [The mAGpie
editorial team offer their
profound sympathies,
Jackie. Personally, I’ve
found that nothing works
as well as going out with a
head torch to harvest the
blighters - though it does
require steely nerves at first]
One of our allotmenteers
has sited two bee hives in
the wild area at the top of
the allotments, so we are
now eagerly looking forward
to bees taking up residence.
I am reminded of an
article regarding bees that I
recently read in a gardening
magazine. Apparently the

Great British Bee Count
asks members of the public
to download a free fun
app to identify and find
out more about how we
can help bees. They are,
of course, great pollinators
and I have planted several
perennial plants this year
to attract them to my plot.
To find out more, visit
greatbritishbeecount.co.uk.
Although the vegetable
seeds I sowed a couple
of weeks ago germinated
quite quickly, the weather
has been so unsettled
that they have come to a
complete standstill. I am
holding off from planting
out those plants which are
large enough until there is
no more danger of frost.
Several allotment holders
reported losing tomato

plants over the last couple
of weeks, even though they
were in greenhouses and
polytunnels.
One problem we may
have to contend with this
year could be lack of rain.
Recent reports show that
rainfall last month was quite
low – we shall have to be
careful with our watering
and mulch as much as
possible to conserve
moisture.
Finally, as always, I am
inviting anybody who is
interested to put their name
forward for a plot as they
do become available from
time to time.
Happy gardening
everybody,
Jackie 550110

Paths in the Allotments - a Correction

It has been pointed out to us that a correction is needed to the allotment article in the last issue: the
main path is 4m wide, the other shared paths are 2m and there is a 1m path between all the original plots.
These are only missing where a plot has been sub-divided at a later date. We apologise for misleading you
and for any consternation caused amongst allotment-holders.

YOUR HOUSE IN FORE STREET?
This year at the Church Fete the Parish Project Group will have a display of photographs of Fore Street, old and new. We will be looking at the history of the dwellings
and former uses such as shops; we will also have history from older residents and former occupiers.
Penny Schroeter from Marsh Cottage is gathering information, so please contact her if
you have undertaken any research about your home, or have historical information; for
example, old photographs or title deeds.
And, of course, please don’t forget to come along on July 8th to see the display and
learn more about our Parish history.
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Parish Puzzlers

by Pippa Unwin

This crossword has been prepared
at a time of rampant distribution
of political manifestos!
Across
4. Something that is invented or untrue (7)
7. Buddhist state of enlightenment (7)
8. West coast state of India,
popular with hippy travellers (3)
9. Fantasy land, discovered
through the wardrobe (6)
10. Castle and court said to
have been ruled by King
Arthur (7)
11. Performed a part (5)
14. ….. Fiscario, fantasy
character from graphic novels (5)
17. An imagined place in
which everything is unpleasant or bad (8)
19. Fantasy land where Dorothy met the Wizard (2)
20. Legendary utopian land
now under the sea (8)
21. Somewhat reluctant to
give details (6)
23. ‘The Book of ….’, film
about a post-apocalyptic state
(3)
24. Ship perhaps sailed by Sinbad? (4)
25. Span of time (3)
26. Greek lady seduced by a swan
(4)
27. Mythical giant man (or Shrek)
(4)
28. Southernmost kingdom of
Westeros, in the fictional ‘Game
of Thrones’ (5)
29. The old man of Orkney (3)
30. Where Alice landed when she
fell down the rabbit hole (10)
Down
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1. Supernatural, mystical, unbelievable (7)
2. To relieve someone of weapons (5)
3. Glastonbury Tor is said
be situated on this legendary
island (6)
4. Make-believe, imagining the
impossible (7)
5. Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,
fantasy … (3)
6. Ancient Greek epic poem
about the Trojan war (5)
12. Desert planet, home of
Luke Skywalker, in ‘Star Wars’
(8)
13. Unreal, made-up, mythical (9)

15. Original home world of Dr
Who (9)
16. Capital of Kublai Khan’s
empire (6)
17. Fantasy land invented by
Terry Pratchett (9)
18. City at the end of the Yellow Brick Road (2)
20. Fictional world in which
the World of Warcraft games
are set (7)
22. Celestial kingdom (6)
26. Shakespearean King (4)
28. Batman and Robin were
the ‘Dynamic …’ (3)

Answers on Page 10

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

June/July Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
JUNE DIARY
Monday 5th
Thursday 8th

At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
7.30pm
7am -10pm

Parish Council Meeting
Polling Station – General Election
As a consequence, the WI Meeting - ‘The Scented
Garden’ (speaker Jeremy Wilson) - will be held at the
Fisherman’s Rest
Wednesday 21st 9.30-10.30am Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
JULY DIARY
Monday 3rd
7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting
Saturday 8th
2.00pm
Aveton Gifford Summer Fete in aid of St Andrew’s
Church held at the Memorial Hall and Grounds.
Traditional stalls and grand prize draw, BBQ, teas,
strawberries & cream, ice creams, children’s entertainer,
pony rides, bouncy castle and lots more!
Sunday 9th
11.00am
St Andrew’s Church Open Air Songs of Praise Service in
the Memorial Hall Grounds. Everyone welcome (including
well behaved canine friends!)
Thursday 13th
7.30pm
WI - ‘Landscape Art’ (Claire Elen Williams)
Wednesday 19th 9.30-10.30am Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
REGULAR EVENTS
Mondays
3 - 4.30 pm
7 - 8 pm

Monday Club
Table-Tennis Club -– All ages welcome
No class on first Monday of month. Equipment
provided. £1.50 per session
Tuesdays
7 pm - 8.30 pm Yoga Class with Stephen Harding - term time only
Wednesdays 6.45 - 7.45 pm
Zumba class; £5 per session
Thursdays
9.15am - 10.15pm Zumba class; £5 per session
6 pm - 7 pm
Pilates with Abbie Hart
Please note – Yoga breaks for holidays.
PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE’
Tuesday, Wednesday &
9am - 12pm
Friday
12 - 1pm
1 - 3.30 pm
Thursday
9am - 12pm
12 - 1pm
Monday

9.00 - 11:00 am

Morning sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon sessions
Morning sessions
Lunch Club
No afternoon session
Parents & Toddlers

• No Breakfast Club at present, but if demand increases or anyone is interested,
please contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920
• Last day of school before summer holiday - Friday 21st July
For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition
has gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Deer Wood Diary

Late
Spring

Foraged Wild Food on the menu at Deer Wood by Lisa Pugh and Marc Biddle

S

pring delivers a
cornucopia of fantastic
taste experiences as there
is an incredibly diverse
range of wild food plants
in Deer Wood, courtesy of
the abundance of hedge,
edge and thicket. We have
had some very tasty meals
already this season. To our
great delight we have been
provided with an abundance
of different, tasty & very
healthy wild foods. This
free resource has become
our outdoor larder and
an extensive food source;
however we always ensure
we only collect only what
we need and in a sustainable
manner.
It is very important
to point out some of the
essential foraging rules and
etiquette of wild food gathering…

Conservation

- Over-harvesting or
incorrect harvesting can lead
to loss of plant diversity,
so plants that are collected
must not be rare or endangered. It is preferable that
the plant material we collect should be harvested in
ways that don’t kill the plant
eg - not over-pruning leaves
and tips.
- Fruit should be harvested sparingly so that birds

8

and other wild animals don’t
go without.
- In certain areas like
private land (unless you
have permission from the
owner), or conservation
areas and other areas with
designated restrictions, harvesting is prohibited.

the dish we will make with
our bounty. It is prepared,
cooked and eaten safely
in the knowledge that it
is healthy and free from
toxic chemicals. All sorts
of interesting and tasty
wild foods can be found in
most corners of the British
Isles; all it needs is a bit of
knowledge, some good field
guides and a keen eye.

Surprising Benefits
of the Common
Stinging Nettle

Poisonous plants

There are a few poisonous and inedible plants and
great care must be taken to
avoid these (particularly of
note are certain members of
the celery/carrot family eg
Hemlock). If in any doubt
and you don’t want to die
like the famous Greek philosopher Socrates, avoid!
Once a new wild plant
for the menu has been correctly identified with our
well-thumbed ‘Food For
Free’ by Richard Mabey,
and then double-checked by
another companion guide,
‘Wild Flowers of Britain’,
the gathered plants can go
to our woodland kitchen.
We then set about preparing

Say what you like about
the common stinging nettle, but you may be very
pleasantly surprised by
just how versatile a wild
food and medicinal herb
it can be. Considered by
many as a nuisance garden
weed because of its famous
sting & resultant rash, this
abundant plant is actually
an indicator of good rich
soil and can be collected to
make a pungent and potent
liquid fertilizer, prized by
organic growers since time
immemorial.
But this is just one of
its myriad of benefits.
The nettle, like many wild
foods, is extraordinarily
rich in nourishment, particularly in beta carotene
and other antioxidants, as
well as folate and other B

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

vitamins, potassium, iron,
sulphur and vitamin C. You
could call it one of Nature’s
panacea plants and a wild
superfood. There’s good
evidence that stinging nettle
can help alleviate seasonal
allergies and certain types of
hay fever, as well as help to
reduce blood pressure and
alleviate prostate problems
in men. Even the sharp
sting is said to give relief to
certain arthritic pains.

The Art of Collecting
& Cooking Stinging
Nettles
The reason why nettles
are so prolific is because
they contain formic acid,
an evolutionary measure
that helps to ensure survival by deterring grazing.
Their sting however does
not deter the well-informed
forager, who collects the
soft tops and tips by grasping the stem carefully, but
firmly, and is thus able to
avoid getting stung. Once
cooked or dried, nettle loses
its sting and can be handled
and eaten without issue.
You can use nettle the
same way that you do
spinach in most recipes,
although it may need a tad
longer to cook. Here are a
couple of our more recent
favorites that you may want
to try while the nettles are
still at their best (from
February to June), before
they flower and become
too tough for most culinary
uses.

Nettle Tempura

Ingredients
• 50 g large nettle leaves,
washed
• 4 tablespoons selfraising flour
• 4 tablespoons sparkling
water
• Oil for frying
Method
To prepare the tempura
batter, vigorously whisk the
water and flour together to
make a smooth, runny batter. Using tongs, pick individual large nettle leaves and
dip them in the batter. Heat
up the oil in a deep pan and
drop in the battered leaves
one by one.
Cook for 2 minutes then
turn over, cooking for a further 2 minutes.
Serve immediately.

fenugreek seeds
• Salt and pepper
• 2-3 potatoes,
depending on size,
peeled and diced into
2cm cubes
• A large bunch of
nettles.
Method
• Blanch the nettles in
boiling water then
drain in a colander;
finely chop them and
and set them to one
side.
• Boil the potatoes in
salted water until just
shy of being cooked;
about 10 minutes
should do it.
• Fry the spices in oil,
lower the heat then
add the onion and
cook until it softens;
add the garlic, then
the potatoes.
• Cook the potatoes
until they begin to
colour and are soft
throughout then add
the chopped nettles.
Let down with a little
water if necessary,
season and serve with
whichever curries you
desire.

Nettle Aloo

Ingredients
• A large white onion,
finely chopped
• 3 cloves of garlic,
finely chopped
• Teaspoon of mustard
seeds
• Two teaspoons black
onion seeds
• Two teaspoons

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Cont. on page 10
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Know your Parish

by Ken Doughty

The Travelling Library

W

hen we moved here
in 1982 my wife and
I were delighted to discover
that the Village was served
by a Travelling Library
provided by the Devon
County Library Service.
We lost no time in joining
and visited it regularly. In
those days the van came
fortnightly and visited three
sites in the Village, staying
about half an hour at each
one. They were at Icy Park,
the car park at the Antique
Shop (now Bakers Terrace)
and Bridge End. When
Brook Court was built it
parked there and proved
very convenient to the
residents.
Cont. from page 9
We are very lucky to
know two experienced
foragers: Robin Harford
(www.eatweeds.co.uk), a
well-known and respected
blogger and wild food mentor, and Myrtle Cooper
(www.wildandcurious.org.
uk), with whom you may
already be familiar, as she
ran a foraging walk this May
along the estuary and keeps
us well informed of current

There are shelves of fiction and non-fiction, large
print books, audio books
and a section of children’s
books. If you require a particular book you can order
it by completing a reserve
card for a modest fee.
Due to the reduction of
the financial grants made by
government to local authorities the library services have
been gradually reduced over
the years and the mobile
library service is now run by
Library South West Unlimited, a charity which has a
contract with Devon County Council to run all the
library services (including
those in three prisons!). As

a result mobile library visits
to the Parish were reduced
to once a month and Steve
comes to the Memorial Hall
car park between 9.30 and
10.30 a.m. on Wednesdays,
the dates of which are noted
in th mAGpie.
Pat and I are particularly
interested in this service as
we met while on the staff of
a mobile library in Hendon,
North London, and are
aware of the complexities of
running such a service with
the need to be constantly
changing the stock and
keeping it fresh. Having
recently completed sixty
years of marriage we have
the fondest memories of
our time there.

foraging news on the AG
facebook page.
We hope to be collaborating with them both this
year in time for the autumn
bonanza of fruits and nuts.
Watch out for course details
on both The Deer Wood
Trust and AG facebook
pages.
Finally, Lisa is in the
process of forming a focus
group from the local community with people of all

ages and backgrounds. If
you would like to help in
the development of the
type of courses she is planning to run in the future,
which will be geared to
helping the community
re-connect with Nature,
she would be delighted
to hear from you. Please
contact her either on ‘The
Deer Wood Trust‘ Facebook page or by e-mail on
lisa.d.pugh@gmail.com.

Across 4. Fiction, 7. Nirvana, 8. Goa, 9. Narnia, 10. Camelot, 11. Acted, 14. Logix, 17. Dystopia, 19.
Oz, 20. Atlantis, 21. Coyish, 23. Eli, 24. Dhow, 25. Era, 26. Leda, 27. Ogre, 28. Dorne, 29. Hoy, 30.
Wonderland.
Down 1. Magical, 2. Unarm, 3. Avalon, 4. Fantasy, 5. Car, 6. Iliad, 12. Tatooine, 13. Imaginary, 15. Gallifrey, 16. Xanadu, 17. Discworld, 18. Oz, 20. Azeroth, 22. Heaven, 26. Lear, 28. Duo.

Crossword Answers:
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Aveton Gifford
Village Show
Saturday 12th August 2017
in the Village Hall
Time Table for the Day
8.30-10.30		
10.30-2.00		
2.00			
			
			
4.00			
4.30			
5.00			

All entries to be staged - Prompt
Hall Closed / Judging
Hall open for viewing
Admission by donation
School children free
Presentation of prizes
Exhibits may be removed
Deadline for all exhibits to be removed

Refreshments will be available during the viewing period
Points for Challenge Trophy in each section to be awarded as follows: - First Prize: 5 points; Second Prize: 3 points; Third Prize: 1
point.
An exhibitor may submit no more than one entry per class.
Entry fees: 10p per class.
The winners of each section will receive a trophy.
All exhibits must be made or grown by the exhibitor.
Open to Parishioners of Aveton Gifford, plus children attending
Aveton Gifford School.
The Judges’ decision is final.
The Committee cannot be held responsible for damage to, or loss
of, any exhibit. Great care will be taken with all exhibits.
Additional entry forms available from the Village Shop

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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For your own convenience please make a
note of the classes that you have entered
by circling the appropriate numbers:1 2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40
41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50
51 52 53
Overall Best Exhibit – Vegetable
Overall Best Exhibit – Flower
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OPEN AIR
SONGS OF
PRAISE
in the

Rectory Grounds on
Sunday 9th July
at 11.00 am
Come and sing some
favourite hymns
All welcome
If wet in the Memorial Hall
Tea & coffee served
after the service

Need a lift to a medical appointment?
Call Modbury Health Centre on 01548 830666
Need a friend for support and
companionship?
Call Sheila on 07554997140 or email
modburycaring@gmail.com
We are there for you, covering Modbury,
and the outlying villages
We need you too!!!
Could you give your time to someone who needs
support and companionship
or use your car to provide lifts?
Why not volunteer to be a befriender (call
07554997140) or
a driver (call Michael on 01548810520)
Our help is free but we do need funding
Why not join the Friends of Modbury Caring
and help us?
Application forms available in the Health Centre

www.bouncyjimshire.uk
info@bouncyjimshire.uk
01548 550886
07568080200
Fully Insured up to
£5 million pl.
10% discount to any
resident of Aveton
Gifford Quote ref
MAGAG!
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Fisherman’s Rest
Come and Join Us to
Celebrate …

01548
550284

N

o special events this issue, but with so many regular features
and a glorious summer in prospect (you heard it here first have you seen how far advanced the oak trees are over their ash
neighbours) who needs a particular reason to celebrate ?
Just head on down to the Fisherman’s and enjoy Nature, Companionship, Relaxation and the
best things in Life…
Regular events:
* Quiz nights: on the 3rd Thursday of the month - June 15th, July 20th starting at 7:30pm
with the quiz itself at 8:00.
* Kingsbridge Jazz Club: on 1st Tuesday of the month starting at 7:30pm: June 6th, JB
Jazz & Blues Band [5 talented musicians with a mission to have fun]; July 4th, Fret &
Fiddle [‘…offering that special something that is just that little bit different, quirky and
imaginative … swing tunes, gypsy music, klezmer, folk, blues and even the odd Tom Waits
song’]; August 1st, The Jake Leg Jug Band (authentic sounds of 1920’s and 30’s America)
[Please note: Early Bird Dine & Jazz, with a special menu (choice of 3 mains - including a
vegetarian option - and 2 sweets) served between 6.00 and 6.30pm (booking essential) and
the ability to reserve seats in the Jazz Cellar.
* Knit & Natter sessions: on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month; so, June 6th, 20th
and July 11th, 25th, starting at 10:30am
* Fish & Chips: eat in every Friday from 7:00pm; still only £5.75. Or, if you prefer,
takeaway fish & chips are available Monday to Saturday 7:00 to 9:00 and Sunday 7:00-8:30.
* Ukelele Group meets every Monday evening at 7.30.
Other facilities (call anyone at the Pub to make arrangements.)
* Skittle Alley: available for bookings; minimum of 10 people at £1 per person
* Small Disco: including equipment and facilities;
* Function Room: with space for 80 people and a separate bar area; ideal for special
events and informal parties
* Package for conferences: with a large screen TV and a projector viewing room.

For the latest information: see the Fisherman’s website www.thefishermansrest.co.uk
or find us on Facebook.
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mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine, which is published
bi-monthly and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well
as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church circulation 470.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form.
Please contact David Stevens (davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk) for more information.
The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6 insertions (payable in advance):
Size
Whole page

AG Parish Resident
£
153

Non-resident
£
207

Half page

76.50

105

Quarter page

51

64.50

Eighth of page

36

51

JAZZ AT THE
FISHERMAN’S
AVETON GIFFORD

“Kingsbridge Jazz Club at Aveton Gifford” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s
Rest on the first Tuesday of each month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has
become a unique venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the next 2 months are as follows:
* 6th June ~ JB Jazz & Blues Band
* 4th July ~ Fret & Fiddle
* 1st August ~ The Jake Leg Jug Band
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club/
www.facebook.com/kingsbridgejazzclub
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes by Rodney Bone
Summer Migrant Arrival Dates 2017
Species

2017

2016

Earliest Date in Previous
Years

Sand Martin
Swallow
House Martin

16 March
27 March
31 March
24 April
30 March
20 April
21 April
30 April *
8 May

28 March
28 March
1 April

14 March 2015
27 March 2014
27 March 2006

22 April
5 April
13 April
20 April
No record
7 May

20 April 2011
24 March 1991
13 April 2016
16 April 2011
15 April 2011
27 April 2007

Swift
Willow Warbler
Sedge Warbler
Whitethroat
Cuckoo
Spotted Flycatcher

* One heard by Mark Mitchell at Dukes Mill

Rook Numbers in AG Parish and Venn

2017

2016

Highest Total (2007)

272

278

331

Spring Highlights (Rod Bone and Eric Wotton)
18 Mar, 17-18 Apr: 1 Egyptian Goose
26 Mar: 4 Goosander
27 Mar: 3 Little Ringed Plover
28 Mar: 2 Black-tailed Godwits
30 Mar: 1 Coot on South Efford Marsh
31 Mar: 2 Little Grebe
13 Apr and still present: 2 Cetti’s Warblers
18 Apr: 1 Red Kite

20 Apr: Little Grebe on pond in Parish,
probably nesting
23 Apr: 4 Dunlin in full summer plumage
27 Apr: 14 Whimbrel
28 Apr: 1 Grasshopper Warbler
30 Apr: 1 Mediterranean Gull
30 Apr: 2 Garganey (small dabbling ducks)
2 May and still present: 1 Iceland Gull my first spotting in AG

The Spotted Flycatcher survey by the RSPB is taking place again in Aveton Gifford Parish
this year. They hope to catch ringed and tagged birds to find out how far they have travelled
over the winter. Reports of any sightings would be much appreciated.
Please phone either Irene from the RSPB on 07947 688248, or me on 01548 550658.
Thank you.
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The Minister’s
Review

by Michael Tagent

Change

T

he five churches in
the Modbury Mission
Community face change
with the retirement of
Neil Barker. Who will be
appointed? What will he/
she be like? What new ideas
will he/she have? What
changes will there be?
There is some truth in
the suggestion that when
a vicar retires, half the
congregation want his
successor to be a clone
of his predecessor (“Such
a lovely man.”) and half
want someone completely
different, who will do all
the things his predecessor
failed to do! There have
always been opposing views
about change and ‘newfangled’ appears in the Book
of Common Prayer, as the
following extract shows:
‘And whereas in this
our time, the minds of
men are so diverse, that
some think it a great matter
of conscience to depart
from a piece of the least
of their Ceremonies, they
be so addicted to their
old customs; and again on
the other side, some be
so new-fangled, that they
would innovate all things,
and so despise the old, that
nothing can like them, but

that is new: it was thought
expedient, not so much to
have respect how to please
and satisfy either of these
parties, as how to please
God, and profit them both.’
These tensions are still
with us 400 years later, with
some hankering after the
‘old’ services in church and
others wanting to ditch
liturgy altogether. We all
have our preferences, and
there’s nothing wrong with
that. But spiritual maturity
means being willing to
worship on occasion in an
‘alien’ style which others
like.
The Bible reminds us
that ‘Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday and today
and for ever’. He is the
Saviour for all time, whose
promises are constant and

June Diary
Sun 4th
Sun 11th

11 am
11 am

Sun 18th
Sun 25th
July Diary

11am
10.30am

Sun 2nd
Sun 9th

11 am
11am

Sun 16th
Sun 23rd
Sun 30th

11am
11am
10.30 am

true. The Christian gospel
is an unchanging one. But
it is not a fossilised, dead
message; we proclaim it in
ways which reach people of
every kind.
So, let’s profit from each
others’ preferences, look
for ways to proclaim Jesus
Christ and seek above all
to please and glorify God.
And during this time with
no Rector, let’s use the
prayer in the Parish Profile:
‘Almighty God, you
know all our needs. Look
graciously at this time on
the people of this benefice.
Send to us as Rector a
faithful pastor, someone
after your own heart, that,
by your blessing, many
may be brought to the joys
of your eternal kingdom
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.’

Family Service
Easter Day Communion by
Extension

Morning Prayer
Family Communion

Family Service
Open Air Songs of praise on rectory
Lawn
Family Communion
Family Communion
Team Service at Kingston

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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*** Fibr e Fresh ***
CARPET CLEANING
Carpets & Rugs
Upholstery

•Organic Cleaning
•Stains & Odours
Removed
•End of Tenancy
•Low-Cost
•Quick Drying
•Local Professional Company

www.Fibre-Fresh.co.uk

01548 550906
TACCA© Member

A G Tr e e s
Arboricultural Services
14 years' experience in Tree Care.
We undertake all tree work operations
including:
Crown cleaning
Formative pruning
Crown thinning
● Crown lifting
● Crown reduction and reshaping
● Pollarding
● Tree felling
● Hedge trimming
● Clearing overgrown vegetation
● Brushwood chipping service
●
●
●

Written quotations or hourly rates.
Fully qualified and insured. Based in
the Kingsbridge area.

Tel: 07811 129 716
www.agtrees.co.uk
20
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COUNTRY HILL ANIMAL SHELTER
Charity reg. No. 1114853

Lots of bargains in furniture, nearly new
clothes, books and bric a brac at our NEW
CHARITY SHOP in the centre of Modbury.
Wanted,
VOLUNTEERS
and
UNWANTED ITEMS FOR RESALE
Collections possible. 01548 288001

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

21

Bigbury Golf Club
welcome Liz and Howard Turner
The Dinner Service.com @ the 19th
as their new caterers from 1st Feb
Sunday lunch a speciality
Golf themed menu throughout the week
Please book your table direct with the restaurant on 01548
810557 option 3.
Main course @ £8.95 – desserts £3.95
Large groups can be accommodated

Social Memberships available at just £16.00
22
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Need help with personal admin?
Surrounded by piles of paper and other clutter
and don’t know where to start?
Call Diana Pring
for a FREE initial consultation

All Sorted!

01548 511125 · www.allsorted.org.uk

Claire Louise Hill

Professional Painter and Decorator
Bijou, 41 Icy Park, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LQ
Home 01548 559274

Mobile 07976 129162

Award Winning – Fully Qualified – Fully Insured

FLETE
GARDENS

• Carpets, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
• Stain & Odour Removal
• Car-Boat-Caravan Wash & Valet
• Gutter Vacuum
• Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
• All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
• Window Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

T: 01548 854313
E:info@fine-shine.com
W:www.fine-shine.com
Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive,
Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1SF

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance
Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435

Curtains
Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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TALKING SHOP
‘TIDAL ROAD’ – Aveton Gifford’s Own Wine
Label
Aveton Gifford now has its own
unique wine label, created for us by
our wine merchant using artwork by
John Ashton.
There are three French wines selected
from the vineyards of Puicheric 15 km north
east of the medieval town of Carcassonne.
The white Sauvignon Blanc has an intense yellow colour with
a lively nose, delicate and refreshing aromas of white fruits
and a long lingering finish.
The Syrah Rose has an attractive pink colour, with a fresh aromatic bouquet, which
reveals a dry and lovely fruitiness.
The red Merlot has a beautiful garnet colour with aromatic, blackberry and vanilla
notes with a full bodied rich and spicy palate.
£7.75 a bottle or three bottles for £21.00. Why not try a bottle!

IT’S NEARLY BBQ TIME
The shop is ready with all you need, including charcoal, firelighters, burgers, buns
and lots more. All we need now is some lovely weather.

MILK
We regret that our milk prices are going to have to increase because the
wholesalers have increased theirs and we cannot hold our current prices any
longer. So, from 1st June a pint will be 80p and a litre £1.15.

SALE OF PLANTS AT THE SHOP IN AID OF THE SHOP FUND
We would like to thank everybody who has so generously donated plants, seeds
and seedlings in the past - the variety has been wonderful. We do hope that there
are more surplus plants or seedlings looking for a home.We would be extremely
grateful for anything anyone can contribute.

Happy shopping in your village shop.
Normal Opening Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday-: 8am - 6pm; Monday & Thursday: 8am -1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 1pm
The shop is closed for lunch Monday and Thursday between 1pm & 2pm

Contact us on: Tel 01548 550996 Email: john@artashton.co.uk
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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