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he transfer of ownership of various pieces of land from
SHDC to the Parish is due to take place soon after the last
few legal details have been ironed out, but everybody has noticed
Magazine Production
Pippa Unwin & Amy Clayton what a mess Timbers Car Park and the foreshore by the river
have become. There have been a growing number of complaints,
01548 550682
some even from visitors, about the increase in fly-tipping and
Please send any
abandoned boats over the last few years and SHDC has failed
article submissions
to deal with any of this. It’s become an embarrassment, and
to our mAGpie email this is one of the first sights that visitors and tourists see when
address:
arriving so, once the car parks and foreshore have come into AG
Parish ownership, we are going to have to do something about it
mAGpie.inbox@gmail.com
ourselves.
David Stevens

Cont. on page 2
Deadline for copy for next issue: 10th Sept 2017

Cont. from page 1
First of all the boats,
trailers and assorted junk
will have to be cleared - a
great deal of it is nothing
to do with anyone here,
it’s just been dumped or is
free storage. That’s all got
to go in a big clear out. But
we also have to find spaces
for the genuine AG boats.
We are going to make free
moorings available, for
people in the Parish only,
for dinghies and smaller
boats on the nearest foreshore beside Timbers, on
numbered moorings annually registered by the Parish
Council.
Once that’s been done,
we’ve got to make the area
look better again and turn it
back into a proper car park
because we badly need more
parking and, by removing
the boats, we should gain
space for over 20 more cars.
Over the years, a lot of time

and effort
has gone
into making
these two car
parks more
attractive and
open so as
to encourage
people to use
them. We’d
like to scrape back the grass
which is growing into parking places, put the unsightly
recycling bins back in the
inner park, and generally improve its appearance
again.
However, to get these
plans started, we do need
your help please. As with
other, past clear-ups, we’ll
have to advertise what
we’re doing and also stick
notices on all the unknown
boats warning that they will
be disposed of altogether
if they aren’t taken away.
So, if you have a boat or
trailer in Timbers, or on

the foreshore, please could
you contact Ian Stainton
(01548 550810 or 07968
822114) and let him know?
That way, your boat/trailer
will be noted and a place
may be found for it elsewhere before we clear out
all the rubbish. Also, if you
know who owns any of the
other boats or junk, please
could you let Ian know that
as well? We’ll be starting
the clean up in the next
few weeks, once the land
is officially back in Parish
ownership, so we do need
to identify what’s what.

CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME!
We have lots of new babies in the village this year!
Welcome to Oliver Henry Richardson, 7lbs 5oz, born 26th February to Catherine and Lee.
Congratulations to Gen Conquest and Jack Kirby on
the birth of their daughter Anali Mae Conquest Kirby,
7lbs 7oz, on 15th April.
Well done and good luck to the new and improved
Bath family - Ellie and Richard have been joined by
twin sons Nathaniel Frederic, 6lbs 8oz and Benjamin
Andrew, 6lbs 7oz.
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AUG/SEPT Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
AUGUST DIARY
Monday 7th
7.30pm
Saturday 12th
8.30am
-5.30pm
Wednesday 16th 9.3010.30am
SEPTEMBER DIARY
Monday 4th
7.30pm
Saturday 9th
From 10am
Wednesday 13th 9.3010.30am
Thursday 14th 7.30pm

Parish Council Meeting
Aveton Gifford Village Show - see last issue of 		
mAGpie for detailed programme & timetable
Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
Parish Council Meeting
Aveton Gifford Dog Show (all details tbc)
Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
WI - ‘Dowsing is Fun’ (George Seager-Berry)

REGULAR EVENTS
Mondays
3 - 4.30 pm
7 - 8 pm

Monday Club
Table-Tennis Club -– All ages welcome
No class on first Monday of month. Equipment provided. £1.50 per session
Tuesdays
7 pm - 8.30 pm Yoga Class with Stephen Harding - term time only
Wednesdays 6.45 - 7.45 pm Zumba class; £5 per session
Thursdays
9.15am Zumba class; £5 per session
10.15pm
6 pm - 7 pm
Pilates with Abbie Hart
Please note – Yoga breaks for holidays.
PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE’
Tuesday, Wednesday & 9am - 12pm
Friday
12 - 1pm
1 - 3.30 pm
Thursday
9am - 12pm
12 - 1pm
Monday

9.00 - 11:00 am

Morning sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon sessions
Morning sessions
Lunch Club
No afternoon session
Parents & Toddlers

• No Breakfast Club at present, but if demand increases or anyone is interested,
please contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920
• Back to school - Wednesday 6th September
For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition
has gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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AG VILLAGE SHOW - SATURDAY 12 AUGUST

I

t’s time to start thinking about your entries for the Village Show - how are your vegetables
coming along? Do you have some lovely flowers growing in your garden? Are you good at
baking cakes or making jam? Have you made any beautiful pieces of art or craft recently?
Come on down to see the Best
in Show that the residents of
Aveton Gifford can produce (and
the best Scarecrow or Creature
made of Vegetables!)
You need to deliver your entries
to the Memorial Hall at 8.30am on
Saturday 12th August to be judged;
you may collect your entry after
the Prize-giving at 4pm.
Entry forms available from the
shop or in the June/July issue of
mAGpie.

Summer Shower by Emily Dickinson
A drop fell on the apple tree,
Another on the roof;
A half a dozen kissed the eaves,
And made the gables laugh.
A few went out to help the brook,
That went to help the sea.
Myself conjectured, Were they pearls,
What necklaces could be!
The dust replaced in hoisted roads,
The birds jocoser sung;
The sunshine threw his hat away,
The orchards spangles hung.
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The breezes brought dejected
lutes,
And bathed them in the glee;
The East put out a single flag,
And signed the fete away.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

A Big Thank You to all the
Swoosh Fundraisers!

I

n return for our help with
their swim this year, the
Swoosh organisers gave
six free entry tickets to
people who could fundraise
for donations towards
our community pool, so
we thought you might be
interested in the outcome.
The six of them made a
fantastic effort to attract
sponsors and together they
raised just over £2,500.
The Parish Council took
over the pool two years
ago, when the school was
no longer prepared to run
it, and since then, mainly
due to a great deal of effort
from a small number of volunteers, the pool, changing
rooms and equipment have
vastly improved. But, all in
all, it’s an expensive business having your own pool
and, apart from running
costs and routine maintenance, there are inevitable
unforeseen expenses as well.

To give you some idea of
how the £2,500 will help,
several weeks ago there
was a major failure with
a key piece of equipment,
the sand filter. Admittedly,
it was the original 24 year
old one, but everything had
been serviced this spring
and there had been no indication of a problem until
the casing split and sprayed
water all over the rest of
the equipment room. Harris
Pools managed to replace
that and a new chlorination
pump within days, so the
pool was only out of action
for a very short while, and
the new filter is so much
more efficient that it’s made
a big difference to the quality of the water.
Then there are the normal bills to pay. We’ve been
lucky this year with some
lovely weather for swimming and the solar panels
ensure that the water is

always warm, but increased
use of the pool and hotter
water mean higher running
costs: the pumps are running more, so electricity use
is up, and as more people
swim so more chemicals are
needed. However, this is all
good news; when the Parish Council took the pool
over it was hoped that there
would be enough people
who would use it to justify
the seven year lease that
they had agreed with the
School. It’s plain to see now
that our pool is popular and
enjoyed by so many and
with luck (weather permitting!) it will remain open in
September. We are all really
grateful to our fundraisers
for supporting us, swooshers and sponsors - they’ve
certainly made a big difference to our running costs
this year, as well as paying
for the new equipment.

WEEDS
The Parish Council heard at their last meeting that both Devon County Council and
South Hams District Council are cutting back even further on their spending. This led
to a discussion about weeds in general, and in particular the state of Fore Street and
the other roads in the Village. We have always been able to rely on the Council turning
up eventually, but now, because of ever more stringent budget cuts, our Council has
assured that this will no longer happen. In fact, it looks as if we have been taken back to
‘the old days’ and that, if we want our Village to look tidy and clean, and for people to
appreciate it and respect it when they visit or drive through, we will have to do it ourselves, taking care of weeds around our own houses and pavements. We may also need
volunteers to tidy up some of the public spaces in and around the Village, as SHDC will
no longer be doing it.
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Parish Puzzlers

by Pippa Unwin

Wordsearch - local place names

ASHFORD
AUNE
AVETON GIFFORD
AVON
BANTHAM
BIGBURY
BLACKDOWN RINGS
BRIDGE END
BROWNSTON
BUCKLAND
BURGH ISLAND
CALIFORNIA CROSS
CHANTRY
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CHILLATON
CHURCHSTOW
DEER WOOD
GROVE PARK
HATCH
IDSTON
KINGSBRIDGE
LIXTON
LODDISWELL
MODBURY
PENNYMOOR
RINGMORE
SORLEY

SOUTH MILTON
STADBURY
ST.ANNES CHAPEL
STOCKADON
THE THATCHES
THURLESTONE
TIDAL ROAD
VENN
WAKEHAM
WATERHEAD
WEEKE
WIZALLER
WOODLEIGH

Answer on page 20

Find the words in the grid from the list below. Words can run
forwards, backwards or diagonally, but always in a staright line.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

The Perfect Summer Pudding
Serves 6

Butter, to grease
Half a loaf of slightly stale, good quality white bread, crusts removed
225g redcurrants
675g raspberries
2–3 tbsp caster sugar
1 tsp rosewater
1. Line a pudding basin or deep bowl (about 1 litre capacity) with bread, cutting it so it fits
snugly with no gaps. Cut a lid.
2. Put the fruit in a small pan with the sugar, 2 tbsp water and rosewater and heat gently
to simmering point – don’t stir unless absolutely necessary to avoid crushing the fruit.
Taste and add more sugar if necessary.
3. Pour the hot fruit and most of the syrup into the basin and top with the lid of bread,
reserving any excess fruit or syrup for serving. Put a plate on top of the basin, pressing
into it, and weight down with a tin or similar. When cool, refrigerate overnight before
turning out and serving with extra syrup (useful for covering any pale patches) and plenty
of cream.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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AG CLASSIC CAR SHOW - 28TH AUGUST

B

ank Holiday Monday will bring the 10th appearance of the now famous AG Classic Car
Show, taking place on the Green from 11.30am-3.30pm.
Tony Porter and Tim Abrahall originally started the show in order to contribute towards
the cost of the new Village Pre-school, which has continued to thrive under Mandy Tucker’s
guidance ever since. At first there were only 35 cars, including Tony’s slightly rusty, old Citroen DS, which he had been using
to drive across the beach to Burgh
Island. Nowadays, there are 120
beauties from all over Devon, plus
restored tractors and vintage motor
cycles too. The oldest car this year,
driven by a member of the Yealmpton Classic Car Club, will be a 1928
Morris Cowley Tourer.

There will also be a stall selling
antiques and bric-à-brac, a huge raffle and
an assortment of tents serving unusual
food, including crepes and smoothies,
Saffron World Food, pizzas and scrumptious Devon ice cream. The Fisherman’s
Rest will be open all day, with cream teas available.
Entrance will be £3 per head, with accompanied children welcome without payment, and
car parking free. All proceeds will be in aid of the Village swimming pool and other ongoing
projects.
Please visit www.avetongiffordclassiccarshow.co.uk with enquiries from Classic Car owners to
01548 550523.
Anyone who can spare an hour to man one of the gates or help with parking etc,
please contact Heather Abrahall on 01548 559144.
*******************************
Home Wanted
… for family moving to Aveton Gifford. Ideally within 1 mile of the Primary School; would
like 3 beds with open fire/woodburner and some outside space, if possible.
We’re a family of 5, looking for a house while we settle into the area and are happy to pay in
advance for 6 months. References supplied - both professionals, very house proud (!) and non
smokers.
Please contact Katie on 07816 372017 or email katiedaniels35@yahoo.co.uk  Many thanks.
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Devon to Dover Walk for
is the organisation
women together to help and
Refugees outh,
that I first contacted when I
empower them and give

M

any of you have
generously donated
items to our AG refugee
collection in the last couple
of years.
Returning from France
via Calais a couple of years
ago and seeing the terrible
living conditions of the
‘Jungle’, I first began to be
aware of the crisis that faces
refugees fleeing war and
persecution in their own
countries. I wanted to offer
help and contacted a couple
of local charities that were
gathering items to send to
the camps in Calais, Greece

started a local collection of
clothes, toys, food and toiletries to help fill a container
to be sent out to Greece.
OHOB are committed
to sending aid to Syria,
Greece and France; they
support refugees and asylum
seekers within the South
West and the Syrian families
who are resettled in Plymouth via the government
initiative: http://ohob.org.uk
For the whole of the
month of September the
British Red Cross are running the ‘Miles for Refugees’
campaign, which is all about

them a purpose in their new
life in Britain: http://www.
redcross.org.uk/en/What-wedo/Refugee-support
My walk will cover 300
miles, from my home in
Aveton Gifford to Dover,
where many hopeful refugees first arrive in the UK. I
will be accompanied by my
rescue dog, Bonnie, and carrying a tent; I will be camping each night, sometimes
with friends, sometimes
wild camping and hopefully
sometimes in sympathetic
people’s gardens! I am hoping that this will remind

and Syria. Having learnt
more about the difficulties
that refugees face and the
amazing support supplied
by some of the charities, I
decided to plan a long distance walk to raise money
and awareness for the struggles that refugees are facing.
I am going to support
Open Hearts Open Borders
and the British Red Cross
Society. OHOB, set up by
Faraday Fearnside in Plym-

reuniting refugee families. I
have been overwhelmed by
some of the work done by
the Plymouth Red Cross,
which includes destitution
support; helping to orient
the new arrivals; therapeutic
care; international family
tracing and family reunion
travel support. They have
also set up the Inspirational
Women’s Project, run by
the truly inspiring Miriam.
This brings vulnerable

people how far many
refugees have travelled from
their homes in the hope of
reaching a safe haven and of
the challenges that they face
once in the UK.
If you would like to help
me to raise money for refugee support, please contact
Pippa on 07811 489230
or follow this link to the
MyDonate account: https://
mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/
pippaunwin1

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Know your Parish

by Ken Doughty

The Monday Club

I

t was back in February
1984 that Pat Doughty
and Molly Balkwill
decided that the Village
needed a club to provide
entertainment for older
residents and somewhere
to meet and socialise.

things and various activities were organised, such
as card games, quizzes
and, at one time, there
was a four at whist while
the rest played rummy.
Each member received
a card on their birthday

tea in the summer; popular visits were to Badgers Holt, a restaurant at
Dartmeet on Dartmoor,
and Blackpool Sands
near Stoke Fleming;
Christmas lunches were
held at The Pickwick Inn

Photo 2: Members and helpers visiting Blackpool Sands c1987

Members then met in
the Memorial Hall on
Monday afternoons
(hence its title) for a cup
of tea and a chat, with
the trustees of Mrs. Kitt’s
charity kindly agreeing to
pay for the cost of Hall
hire.
In the course of time,
the members decided that
they wanted to do other

10

thanks to the dedication of Lil Edgecombe,
while from time to time
donations were received
from the Regatta Committee that, together with
their own contributions,
made it possible to have
trips out in cars provided
by supporters. Regular
events were a lunch at
Christmas and a cream

in Bigbury, at the Church
House Inn at Churchstow and at the Fisherman’s Rest in the Village.
In its heyday, as many
as twenty people were
members, men as well
as women, and a group
of ladies served tea and
biscuits on a rota. As
time passed, the numbers attending gradually
reduced and now runs at
about six, the eldest of

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Photo 1: Silver Jubilee Meeting in the Memorial Hall (2009)

whom is now approaching her 97th birthday
and is a founder member.
They usually play
cards as well as having
tea and biscuits, making
their own tea, and still
have several outings each
year - Maggie Newsham
welcoming them for a
cream tea each summer
and winter at Marsh
Mills and they usually go out for a meal at
Christmas. The remaining members now are all
ladies and welcome newcomers whenever they
come along.

Choral Event in Holbeton,
Saturday 30th September
NEWTOWN AND DISTRICT
MALE VOICE CHOIR
supported by local choir
GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT
at All Saints Church.
Newton Choir is an outstanding
choir which has performed at the
Royal Albert Hall and been invited
to sing at the Principality Stadium,
Cardiff, prior to an international
rugby match.
Don’t miss this musical treat.
Tickets £7.50 from Pickles,
Modbury on 01548 830412
or Hilary on 01752 830316.

Need a lift to a medical appointment?
Call Modbury Health Centre on 01548 830666
Need a friend for support and
companionship?
Call Sheila on 07554997140 or email
modburycaring@gmail.com
We are there for you, covering Modbury,
and the outlying villages
We need you too!!!
Could you give your time to someone who needs
support and companionship
or use your car to provide lifts?
Why not volunteer to be a befriender (call
07554997140) or
a driver (call Michael on 01548810520)
Our help is free but we do need funding
Why not join the Friends of Modbury Caring
and help us?
Application forms available in the Health Centre

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Aveton
Gifford

School Report

Summer Activities

A

s we approach the end
of what has been a very
busy summer term, it seems
almost impossible to believe
that yet another academic
year is nearly over and in
only a few week’s time the
children and staff will be
returning to school after

crab-football and enjoying
archery lessons. Needless
to say, by the time they
returned to school on the
Friday afternoon they were
all exhausted. There are
some great photos of this
week on our school website,
so please do take a look.

their summer holidays to
start the autumn term!
In May the children in
Years 5 and 6 enjoyed a
wonderful week of funfilled activities on their residential trip at the PGL Centre, Barton Hall. Accompanied by Miss Naylor and Mr
Hilling, the children spent
the week kayaking, fencing,
cycling, climbing, swimming, abseiling, playing

As part of their ‘Time
Travel’ topic this term, the
children in Years F, 1 and 2
have visited Kent’s Cavern
and Dinosaur World, where
they learnt about prehistoric
man and the other living
creatures that roamed the
Earth at that time. To finish this block of their learning, the children (and their
class teachers!), came to
school dressed as ‘cavemen’

12

- they all looked amazing.
Continuing with their ‘Time
Travel’ theme, the younger
children have had an Egyptian Day, when the School
was filled with little Pharoahs and Queen Cleopatras
(!) and a Victorian Day,
which culminated in a ‘Victorian Sports’ afternoon.
Years 2 to 6 have all
taken part in surfing lessons organised by Mr
and Mrs Connolly of
‘Discovery Surf’, who
also very kindly hosted a
beach activity day for our
younger children in Years
F and 1. We would like
to say a very big thank
you to them for giving
the children such wonderful taster sessions of
this great water sport.
Devon CAP (Child
Assault Prevention) visited the School in June as
part of their biannual programme of events with us.
Children, staff and parents
took part in a number of
workshops aimed at giving
guidance and support on
how children can protect
themselves.
Our Key Stage 2 have
enjoyed two lovely walks
this term: one along the
River Avon with Maya Plass
and the other from Aveton

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Gifford to Bantham, after
which they enjoyed a day
on Bantham beach. On
both occasions the weather
was very kind to us and the
sun shone. They have also
spent a day at Exeter Cathedral where they took part
in the guided tour ‘Signs
and Symbols’ and
enjoyed a picnic
lunch on the
Cathedral Green.
Some of our
Year 2 children
travelled to Dartington Hall to
take part in the
‘Devon Mix’. This
event is organised
by Devon Youth
Music to encourage children of
all ages to learn
how to play musical instruments.
The children were
delighted to be
given the opportunity to play instruments such as violins, trumpets and drums.
The School has taken
part in a number of sporting events again this term,
which have included our
whole-school swimming
gala, sports day and First
Federation Hub Multi Skills.
Our wonderful rounders
team won the South Hams
Area Tournament and progressed to the South Devon
Area Finals, finishing in a
very well-deserved fourth
place (narrowly missing out
on third, by one point!).
We are saying ‘Goodbye’
to Freddie, Owen, Toby,

Jude, Josie, Charlotte, Coral,
Niamh, Emma, Amelia,
Isabella, Freya and Rosie
who are all leaving us to go
to secondary school. We
would like to wish them all
‘Good Luck’ in their new
schools.
We will also be bidding

We will also be welcoming
Mr Tom Wilkes, who will
be the new Year 5 and 6
teacher and Miss Amy Parkman who will be the new
Administrator. We hope
that they will all enjoy their
time with us at Aveton Gifford Primary School.

farewell to our Year 5 and 6
teacher, Miss Abbie Naylor,
who is leaving us to travel
around Australia and New
Zealand; to Mr Tim Barrett,
our Early Years Teaching
Assistant, who is leaving us
to start his teacher training
course in September and
to Mrs Tina Roberto, our
School Administrator, who
is leaving us to spend time
with her family.
In September we welcome thirteen new children
to our little village school
which keeps the number
of children on roll at 100.

We would like to take
this opportunity to thank
all of the parents, carers
and helpers who come
into School each week to
listen to the children read,
transport the children to a
myriad of sporting events or
to accompany the children
and staff on educational visits - their help is invaluable
and greatly appreciated.
If you would like to
arrange to visit the School,
please contact the School
Office on 01548 550262 or
email admin@avetongifford.
devon.sch.uk

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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News from the Hive

Outer Space, Further Afield.....

T

his term the children
have been having much
fun learning about Space.
Thus, hanging from the
ceiling at The Hive is a
model of our Solar System,
with a large Sun at the
entrance, followed by the
nearest planet, Mercury,
and then Venus, Earth etc
all the way through the
Pre-school and into the
farthest room where the
coldest planet, Neptune,

soda. The term will end
with a performance for
parents, ‘Space Odyssey’
and a showing of our
film festival entry, ‘Going
Bananas’, which came 3rd.

hangs. Learning through art,
the children have created
star contellations, colourful
splatter-painted planets
and imaginary landscapes.
Learning about gases, they
have also filled balloons
with carbon dioxide made
from vinegar and baking

their children refused to
be deterred from tackling
the adult course, with
even the littlest managing
to finish.
During a visit from the
Beeson Forest and Beach
teacher, Sarah, the children had an adventure in

14

The sun shone brightly
on sports day in June for
games that included the
traditional egg and spoon
race. The mums’ and
dads’ long distance race
was more challenging,
though, not to be beaten,

the Primary School forest
area, making leaf masks
and cooking pancakes in
a fire pit. This week they
are traveling to the Beeson Centre for further
outdoor activities.
September sees the
launch of our ‘Outdoor
School’ on Monday
mornings. For this we are
raising funds to purchase
a summer house, as an
outdoor classroom, with
the proceeds from the
grand draw at the Classic Car Show on August
Bank Holiday going
towards it. Ticket sellers
will be knocking on your
door before the event,
hoping to tempt you into
a chance of winning a
fantastic prize from a
list that includes a meal
for two at the Hope and
Anchor, a hair cut and
finish by Krista, a surf
lesson from the Discovery Surf School and
many more good prizes.
At the end of this
term eight children leave
for enrolment in the
Primary School, happy
to move on and build on
their secure foundation.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

Ups and Downs, but
Persistence Pays Off

W

hat an unpredictable
year this has been
so far. My early sowings
came up quite quickly,
then stopped altogether.
Despite several attempts
at resowing, I finally had
to concede defeat and buy
plants from the garden
centre! How bad is that?
However, the one thing I
did succeed with in the end
was parsnips!! My third
sowing survived and are
growing on very nicely. It
just goes to show that, ‘If
at first you don’t succeed…
don’t give up!’ Even the
slugs and snails seem to
be diminishing - so all is
looking good.
Everybody now seems
to be picking something:

broad beans, spinach and
courgettes; the runner beans
are growing quite quickly
now and my squashes
are just romping away.
However, I have been very
disappointed in my potato
crop. In the last issue I
said that I was going to try
growing in sacks this year
but, despite giving them lots
of potato fertilizer, the first
earlies haven’t produced
very much at all, so I am
keen to see what the main
crop will do. At least it was
worth a try.
Although the weather
has been a bit up and down
and the rain has brought
on the weeds quicker than
anything, overall everything
is looking good. We are

now looking forward to our
forthcoming Village Show
where we all hope to have
something to exhibit.
We are soon to be losing
tenants of one plot as they
are moving away from
the Village. We wish them
every happiness in their
new home. However, it
does mean that we shall
have a vacant plot, which
I am keen to fill as soon as
possible. So, if you have
had any thoughts of taking
on a plot, please get in
touch with me - it really is a
wonderful hobby.
I hope you all have an
enjoyable summer.
Jackie 01548 550110

DID YOU KNOW?
• The phrase ‘dog days of summer’ comes from the Romans. Near the end of July
the star Sirius (the “Dog Star”) begins to rise in the sky just before the sun. The
star was so bright that the Romans believed it gave extra heat to the sun and was
responsible for hot days in summer.
• More thunderstorms occur during the summer than at any other time of the year.
The warmth of summer often provides the perfect conditions of rising air and
moisture required for the creation of thunderstorms.
• Next time you hear the sound of crickets chirping on a balmy summer evening,
why not try this simple trick to find out the temperature. The frequency of a
cricket’s chirps is related to air temperature so you simply need to count how
many chirps there are over 25 seconds then divide by 3 and add 4 to tell you the
temperature in Celsius.
• The warmest ever summer in the UK was in 2006 when daytime temperatures
averaged 15.8 °C. The hottest temperature ever recorded in the UK was on 10
August 2003 when Faversham in Kent recorded a sweltering 38.5 °C.
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Fisherman’s Rest

01548
550284
Summertime, no Blues, some
Jazz

R

emember last issue when we told you that the trees had
advised us that it was going to be a glorious summer ? Well
… And we feel sure that there is more to come - moreover, it will
soon be holiday-time. So, come on down, chill out and let the
sound of the stream transport you to a land of delight, set in the company of friends and with a
refreshing drink close at hand.
On Car Show Day (Bank Holiday Monday, August 28th) there will also be cream teas, starting from 11:30 cruising until 4:00.
Regular events:
* Quiz nights: no quiz in August but normally on the 3rd Thursday of the month - so,
September 21st starting at 7:30pm, with the quiz itself at 8:00.
* Kingsbridge Jazz Club: on 1st Tuesday of the month starting at 7:30pm: August
1st , The Jake Leg Jug Band; September 5th, Jeff Barnhart’s Sweet & Hot Quartet
(piano,banjo/guitar, flute, drums & vocals); October 3rd, Terry Williams’ Ambassadors
of Jazz (seven-piece band led by trombonist Terry delivering swing, traditional and
Dixieland)
* [Please note: Early Bird Dine & Jazz, with a special menu (choice of 3 mains - including
a vegetarian option - and 2 sweets) served between 6.00 and 6.30pm (booking essential)
and the ability to reserve seats in the Jazz Cellar.
* Knit & Natter sessions: will now be every other Tuesday rather than just the 2nd and
4th Tuesday of the month; so, August 8th, 22nd, September 5th, 19th and October 3rd,
starting at 10:30am
* Fish & Chips: eat in every Friday from 7:00pm; only £5.75. Or, if you prefer, takeaway
fish & chips available Monday to Saturday 7:00 to 9:00 and Sunday 7:00-8:30.
* Ukelele Group meets every Monday evening at 7.30 [numbers are growing, so come
along - it’s finger-pickin’ good]
Other facilities (call anyone at the Pub to make arrangements.)
* Skittle Alley: available for bookings; minimum of 10 people at £1 per person
* Small Disco: including equipment and facilities;
* Function Room: with space for 80 people and a separate bar area; ideal for special
events and informal parties
* Package for conferences: with a large screen TV and a projector viewing room.
For the latest information: see the Fisherman’s website www.thefishermansrest.co.uk
or find us on Facebook.
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mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine, which is published
bi-monthly and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well
as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church circulation 470.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form.
Please contact David Stevens (davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk) for more information.
The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6 insertions (payable in advance):
Size
Whole page

AG Parish Resident
£
153

Non-resident
£
207

Half page

76.50

105

Quarter page

51

64.50

Eighth of page

36

51

JAZZ AT THE
FISHERMAN’S
AVETON GIFFORD

“Kingsbridge Jazz Club at Aveton Gifford” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s
Rest on the first Tuesday of each month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has
become a unique venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the next 2 months are as follows:
* 1st August ~ The Jake Leg Jug Band
* 5th September ~ Jeff Barnhart’s Hot & Sweet
* 3rd October ~ Terry Williams’ Ambassadors of Jazz
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club/
www.facebook.com/kingsbridgejazzclub
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes by Rodney Bone
The Ups and Downs of House Martin
Numbers in AG Parish over the Last 50 Years

I

first started counting the numbers of House Martins breeding in Aveton Gifford Parish in
1967 and have counted them every year since.

Species

1967

2001

2013

2016

2017

The Village
The rest of the Parish
Total

53
41
94

100
49
149

17
22
39

22
39
61

22 - 5 fell down
40
57

RSPB Spotted Flycatcher Survey - Update
So far Irene from the RSPB and myself have managed to find 13 nests and have seen birds at
6 other sites, with six birds that were ringed and tagged last year seen. Hopefully, if they can be
caught, we should be able to find out more about how far they travelled on migration to Africa.
Irene from the RSPB can be contacted on 07947 688248; myself on 01548 550658.
[Proofreader’s note: Melvyn Bragg’s ‘In Our Time’ on Radio 4 had an interesting programme
on Bird Migration on Thursday July 6th - available via BBC iPlayer]

Spring Highlights (Rod Bone and Eric Wotton)
23 May: Little Grebe on Yabbacombe,
possibly breeding
24 May: Red Kite at Stadbury
24 May: Cirl Bunting on South Efford
Marsh
29 May: 2 Cetti’s Warblers singing Marsh
near Weir
1 Jun: First 2 Curlew back
4 Jun: Pair of Shelduck with 6 ducklings
9-10 Jun: Pair of Hobbies
10 Jun: 16 Sand Martins at nest colony

above Weir
11 Jun: First Redshank back
24 Jun: Over 300 Swifts above Wakeham
Barns
27 Jun: First Hummingbird hawk-moth
28 Jun: Pair of Shelduck with 10 ducklings,
down to 2 by the next day
29 Jun: 3 Black-tailed Godwits
29 Jun: 6 Redshank
1 Jul: First Greenshank back
1 Jul: First 2 Common Sandpipers back

Swallow - very defined forked tail and red on the head. Swallows swoop low over fields
and watercourses preying on large insects; build cup-shaped nest out of mud and straw inside
barns and outbuildings.
Swift - dark all over, wings long and scythe-like. Swifts feed on ‘aerial plankton’ and are
often high in the sky; breed in holes and crevices of old buildings; related to Hummingbird.
House Martin - prominent white on belly; smallest of the three and flies mid-level somewhere in between; builds enclosed nest out of mud under the eaves.
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The Minister’s
Review

Joyce Howitt writes

S

ummer is here, and
what wonderful
displays of colour there
are in our gardens - just
one of the things that
help us to appreciate
the wonders of creation
for, not long ago, those
plants and flowers were
just dried up seeds of
varying shapes and sizes.
Yet, when the seeds were
sown in the soil, watered
by the rain and warmed
by the sunshine, they
burst into life and grew
into fine plants. Often
all this happens without
any further input from
the person who planted
them, but sometimes
the young plants need a
helping hand in the form
of the addition of extra
nutrients to the soil, or
the extraction of weeds
which threaten to choke
the growth.
When we think about
it, aren’t we as individuals
very similar to seeds and
plants? Just as the growth
of a seed is influenced
by the things around it,
so our development as
individuals is influenced
by the conditions and

the people around
us - starting from our
childhood and continuing
throughout the whole
of our lives. So, how
important it is that we
affirm, encourage, and
support one another!
One of the characteristics
of the Christians of the
early Church was their
love and care for each
other.
On several occasions
Jesus told parables
in which He drew
parallels between the
growth process of seeds
and plants and the
development of faith. For
instance, in Mark 4:2629 He tells us that the
Word of God, like a seed,
grows in God’s good

time. This reminds us
that we often never know
what effect evidence of
faith in our lives is having
on people with whom we
come into contact; just
as we don’t know what
effect the experience of
bringing a child to church
for baptism will have
on the child’s parents,
godparents or family
members. It may well
be that on that day a
seed of faith is sown in
someone’s heart which,
in God’s good time, will
start to grow. Then, as
Jesus reminds us, just as
a minute seed can grow
into a big bush (Mark
4:30-32), so a tiny grain
of faith can grow into
something big.

August Diary
Sun 6th
11 am
Sun 13th
11 am
Sun 20th
11am
Sun 27th
11am
September Diary
Sun 3rd
Sun 10th
Sun 17th
Sun 24th

11 am
11am
11am
11am

Family Service
Communion by Extension

Matins
Family Communion
Family Service
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Family Communion

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Answer to Wordsearch

A G Tr e e s
Arboricultural Services
14 years' experience in Tree Care.
We undertake all tree work operations
including:
Crown cleaning
Formative pruning
Crown thinning
● Crown lifting
● Crown reduction and reshaping
● Pollarding
● Tree felling
● Hedge trimming
● Clearing overgrown vegetation
● Brushwood chipping service
●
●
●

Written quotations or hourly rates.
Fully qualified and insured. Based in
the Kingsbridge area.

Tel: 07811 129 716
www.agtrees.co.uk
20
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*** Fibr e Fresh ***
CARPET CLEANING
Carpets & Rugs
Upholstery

•Organic Cleaning
•Stains & Odours
Removed
•End of Tenancy
•Low-Cost
•Quick Drying
•Local Professional Company

www.Fibre-Fresh.co.uk

01548 550906
TACCA© Member

www.bouncyjimshire.uk
info@bouncyjimshire.uk
01548 550886
07568080200
Fully Insured up to
£5 million pl.
10% discount to any
resident of Aveton
Gifford Quote ref
MAGAG!
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Bigbury Golf Club
welcome Liz and Howard Turner
The Dinner Service.com @ the 19th
as their new caterers from 1st Feb
Sunday lunch a speciality
Golf themed menu throughout the week
Please book your table direct with the restaurant on 01548
810557 option 3.
Main course @ £8.95 – desserts £3.95
Large groups can be accommodated

Social Memberships available at just £16.00
22
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Need help with personal admin?
Surrounded by piles of paper and other clutter
and don’t know where to start?
Call Diana Pring
for a FREE initial consultation

All Sorted!

01548 511125 · www.allsorted.org.uk

Claire Louise Hill

Professional Painter and Decorator
Bijou, 41 Icy Park, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LQ
Home 01548 559274

Mobile 07976 129162

Award Winning – Fully Qualified – Fully Insured

FLETE
GARDENS

• Carpets, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
• Stain & Odour Removal
• Car-Boat-Caravan Wash & Valet
• Gutter Vacuum
• Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
• All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
• Window Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

T: 01548 854313
E:info@fine-shine.com
W:www.fine-shine.com
Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive,
Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1SF

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance
Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435

Curtains
Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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TALKING SHOP
THE TIDAL ROAD MYSTERY
by Anthony Hontoir
Enjoy a traditional ‘whodunit’ mystery, based on a
familiar locality - it’s a jolly good read.
Paperback copies are available in the Village Shop at £6.99.

TIDAL ROAD WINES
All three wines are proving very popular and you can now
order them by the case [12 bottles] at £6.95 a bottle

VACANCY
We are looking for a new Saturday Person to help us run the Shop as, sadly,
Milla is leaving us. We need a keen, enthusiastic person with a friendly disposition
who is honest, reliable, responsible, a good time keeper and a hard worker.
This is a permanent position. No experience required, as full training will be given.
Hours: Every Saturday 7.30 am to 1.00 pm.
Salary to be agreed, depending on age and experience
Contact Dinah Ashton for full details
We have had difficulties getting strawberries this year, but hopefully by the time
this edition of the Magpie is published we will have them in the Shop.
The new crop of locally grown Lady Christl new potatoes
and Marfona potatoes are now in the Shop
PLEASE NOTE: Post Office closed 3rd August 2017
Our Branch is being upgraded so there will be some disruption
in the morning, while the new technology is installed

Happy shopping in your village shop.
August Bank Holiday Monday: the Shop will be open from 8.30 am to 1.00 pm
Normal Opening Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday-: 8am - 6pm; Monday & Thursday: 8am -1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 1pm
The shop is closed for lunch Monday and Thursday between 1pm & 2pm

Contact us on: Tel 01548 550996 Email: john@artashton.co.uk
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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