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s householders
you should all
recently have had a
postcard delivered,
with your normal
post, entitled ‘One
Council for South
Hams and West Devon’, inviting you to ‘Have Your Say’ in
a survey to canvas opinion. In recent weeks there have been
articles and letters in local papers, while in Aveton Gifford
there have been several discussions at Parish Council meetings
with our District Councillor, Ian Bramble. Our own Council
has voted to oppose the merger and Cllr Bramble suggested
that it might be useful for parishioners to know why AGPC
had taken this view before they submitted their own responses.
(Looking on the SHDC website does not in his, or our, opinion
give a balanced view; there is the official SHDC explanation
endorsing the merger, but no information from those who have
reservations, or oppose it.)
In a nutshell, it seems to our councillors that South Hams
residents are being asked to bale out West Devon Council.
In the first place, by 2020 West Devon is expected to have a
shortfall in its budget of £1.1 million. An amalgamation of the
councils will thus result in higher council taxes for all SHDC
residents, but they will not see any improvement in their own
reduced services for this extra money.
In addition, West Devon has recently approved borrowing of
up to £25 million to invest in commercial property in an effort
to bring in sufficient income to reverse their financial situation.
To put this in context, SHDC has recently turned down a
similar proposal to buy commercial property in the hope of
making a profit from it – its own
Cont. on page 2
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Cont. from page 1
councillors felt that SHDC
is not sufficiently financially
savvy, nor has the property
expertise, to make a success
of this sort of speculation
and it was therefore wrong
to gamble with SHDC
taxpayers’ money. However,
this is just what West

Devon proposes to do and
if it fails the bulk of the debt
would fall to the merged
South Hams to cover.
For these reasons,
Aveton Gifford councillors
unanimously voted to
support our District
Councillor in his opposition

to the proposal. It’s also
worth noting that all his
other parishes have voted
likewise.
The SHDC survey can be
found on www.onecouncil.
org.uk and the closing date
for your response is Sunday
8th October.

The 10th Annual Classic Car Show
This year’s 10th Classic
Car Show on August Bank
Holiday Monday was the
most successful yet. The
weather was wonderful and
all the entrants brought
along their beautiful cars,
bikes, tractors and vans
for display to an admiring
crowd of visitors. This was
the final year for the core
committee of Tony and Bea
Porter and Tim and Heather
Abrahall and they have certainly done us proud over
the years. When Tony set up
the first show a new building was being built for our
Pre-school. He was determined that all funds raised
should go for the benefit
of young people in the Parish and in those first years
everything went towards
the new Hive. In later years
money has gone to various
other amenities, including
the tennis court and the
community swimming pool.
In all, over £30,000 has
been raised, with this year’s
total attaining the magnificent sum of £6,017 once all
expenses had been met.
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However Tim insists
that none of this would
have been achieved without the help and support
of so many in the Parish,
together with volunteers
from the Cricket Club and
The Hive. Over the years
many people have given
up their day to act as show
marshalls, or a couple of
hours to sell raffle tickets,
or take entrance money.
Others have dealt with visitors’ parking, or organised
the raffle, while there has
always been a small band of
very tired volunteers at the
end of the day who have
stayed on to clear up after
everybody else has gone.
And there have also been
others who have turned up
to help with things without
ever having been asked. It’s
been a big community event
and he, Heather, Tony and
Bea would like to thank
everyone for their support
and hard work to help to
make this annual show such
a success, and something we
should all be proud of.
Although Tony, Bea, Tim

and Heather are standing
down this year, we hear that
a small number of people
are keen to keep the show
going. It’s now an annual
event and the funds it raises
are gratefully appreciated by
the young people’s facilities
which benefit - but, above
all, the day is really good
fun! The exhibitors who
come back year after year
love this show; the people
who turn up to view the
exhibits have a thoroughly
good time, a choice of
good food stalls, and a very
good day out with family or
friends; and I think it’s fair
to say that all the helpers on
the day enjoy it too. Mark
Grimshaw has kindly given
permission for us to show
all his photos of the day on
our website, so you can see
them by following the link
http://www.avetongiffordclassiccarshow.co.uk
It’s good to hear that
it will continue and if you
think you’d like to be part
of next year’s team please
get in touch with Tim.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

OCT / NOV Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
OCTOBER DIARY
Monday 2nd
7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 11th 9.30-10.30am Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
Thursday 12th

7.30pm

WI: skittles evening at The Fisherman’s Rest

Saturday 21st

2-4.30pm

St Andrew’s Church Autumn Fair - a variety
of stalls, including raffle, crafts, cakes, produce,
books, plants and white elephant; refreshments
available.
Antiques Valuation with Michael Vaughan

Thursday 26th
11am-1pm
NOVEMBER DIARY
Monday 6th
7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 8th 9.30-10.30am Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
Thursday 9th
7.30pm
WI: Jewellery Making with Karen Rowse
REGULAR EVENTS
Mondays
3 - 4.30 pm
7 - 8 pm

Monday Club
Table-Tennis Club -– All ages welcome
No class on first Monday of month.
Equipment provided. £1.50 per session
Tuesdays
7 pm - 8.30 pm Yoga Class with Stephen Harding - term time only
Wednesdays 6.45 - 7.45 pm Zumba class; £5 per session
Thursdays
9.15am-10.15pm Zumba class; £5 per session
6 pm - 7 pm
Pilates with Abbie Hart - No classes until January
Please note – Yoga breaks for holidays; kindly check with instructor
re Zumba & Pilates
PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE’
Tuesday, Wednesday & 9am - 12pm
Friday
12 - 1pm
1 - 3.30 pm
Thursday
9am - 12pm
12 - 1pm
Monday

9.00 - 11:00 am

Morning sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon sessions
Morning sessions
Lunch Club
No afternoon session
Parents & Toddlers

• No Breakfast Club at present, but if demand increases or anyone is interested,
please contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920
• School breaks up for October half term holiday on Friday 20th, back Monday 30th
For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition
has gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Pippa and Bonnie’s 300 mile
Walk – Devon to Dover for Refugees

B

y the time you read this
Pippa and Bonnie will
have almost finished their
300 mile walk to Dover.
They are walking to raise
awareness and funds in
equal measure for refugees
and asylum seekers and, in
Bonnie’s case, for the Blue
Cross who rescued her
when she was a stray. Pippa
is hoping that they will raise
£3000 and, at the time of
writing (Sept 15th), they
have achieved well over half
of this.
They set off on
September 1st with a 20
mile route to Totnes and
since then have averaged
13 miles a day. They have
everything they need in
rucksacks – Bonnie is
carrying her own supplies
for the trip – and plenty of
waterproof gear. Pippa has
been able to arrange a bed
for most nights with friends
along the way, but they will
also have to spend a few
nights under canvas; their
first experience was in a
field with inquisitive ponies
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which meant they
had to move the
tent in the middle of
the night!
The lovely
weather of this
summer broke
just as they set off,
so the very wet
Sunday of the 3rd
saw them reach
Newton Abbot in
pouring rain and
since then most of
the other days have
had rain in varying
quantities. Photos
of their journey
include castles
(Berry Pomeroy,
Compton and
Powderham), a
13th century farm, sunsets,
coastal views, the Cobb
at Lyme Regis, and lots
of different sculptures
and carvings that Pippa
has spotted along the
way. They have followed
rural footpaths in Devon,
meeting scary cows (Bonnie
ran away!) and avoiding a
ram; skirted the Exe estuary

and then proceeded on to
the coast path in Dorset.
They have gone inland
now, up to Shaftesbury,
from where they’ll go on
to Chichester, down again
to Brighton, and finally to
Dover at the end of the
month – 300 miles in 30
days.
A couple of years
ago Pippa visited ‘The

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Jungle’ in Calais, seeing
at first hand its appalling
living conditions, and
has since worked with
local organisations to
send clothes, toys, food
and toiletries to refugee
camps in Europe. She is
raising money for two local
charities: ‘Open Hearts
Open Borders’ in Plymouth
and the British Red Cross.

The former supports
refugees and asylum
seekers within the
South West, as well
as the Syrian families
who have been
resettled in Plymouth
via the government
initiative. The
latter is running
for the whole
of September a
Miles for Refugees
campaign, which
is about reuniting refugee
families. Pippa says, ‘I’m
supporting Plymouth Red
Cross because I’ve been
overwhelmed by the work
they do, which includes
Destitution Support, helping
the new arrivals to adjust to
life here, Therapeutic Care,
International Family tracing
and Family Reunion travel

support, as well as founding
the Inspirational Women’s
Project.’
If you would like to join
with Pippa in raising funds,
she has a Facebook page
‘Devon to Dover Walk for
Refugees’. Alternatively,
if you’re not accustomed
to Facebook, you can give
via a web donation site at
https://mydonate.bt.com/
fundraisers/pippaunwin1. If
you’re not able to use either
of these routes, there’s a
box for donations in the
Shop. Thank you.
Bonnie is also raising
money, she for the Blue
Cross, who rescued her
when she was a stray. You
can support the Blue Cross
by using the link https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
pipwin

BONFIRE NIGHT
Festivities this year will take place on
Saturday November 4th.
Refreshments will be available from
6:00pm (see Fisherman’s article, p 12)
while the bonfire will be lit at 7:00 and
the fireworks at 7:30.
There is no entry fee but
donations will be collected to
cover the event itself, with surplus proceeds going to the Village’s
Sports and Leisure Group.
The display costs in the region of £1000,
so a donation of £5 per family would really
help if possible please.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

A Message
from John
and Dinah
Ashton
John & Dinah would
like to thank so many
people for all their kind
messages and the best
wishes that they received
during his horrible time
in hospital with the
triple bypass operation
- they have been very
much appreciated.
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Some Good News and Some Bad
– a Parish Council Update from Ros Brousson
The land around Timbers, the Village Green and
Pittens has come back into
Parish ownership again after
many years of South Hams’
control. The Parish Council
finally agreed the correct
boundaries and the conditions of sale and on September 4th John Yeabsley
and Peter Javes were able to
sign all the documents on
our behalf. (As a point of
interest it’s taken 7 years to
achieve – John Coates first
opened negotiations with
SHDC in 2010 - SHDC
had repeatedly proposed
to install parking meters
in Timbers and one of the
ways to prevent this was to
see if we could get the car
park back for ourselves.)
The Council would like
to thank everybody who
has come forward about
boats and trailers in Timbers, or on the foreshore;
that’s been really helpful.
The ‘Big Clear Up’ there
will be starting soon! And,
in the absence of any Highways help on the matter,
they would also like to say
‘Thank you very much’ to
everybody who has weeded
their forecourts and sections
of road-side. We’re going
to have to keep everything
tidy ourselves in the future,
so perhaps we might think
of entering the Best Kept
Village competition again
next year – please tell us if
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you think that’s a good idea
or not.
Unfortunately, the funds
which we have been relying on for road and gully
cleaning have also dried up
– unlike the weather on the
3rd, which gave us unrelenting rain all day and showed
us just which drains and gullies needed attention. The
road by Chantry was badly
flooded (another blocked
buddle hole [yes, they exist
according to Google, Ed]
although Highways WILL
deal with this one), but
several other drains just
couldn’t cope with the
constant flow of water. We
were told of one of our
residents who came out of
a church service and walked
straight back home to get
her spade, coming back to
dig soil and leaves out of a
bit of collapsed bank which
was blocking the drain for
a torrent of water coming
down the main road. This
wasn’t the only volunteer
help either: Bakers Hill gullies also needed attention to
work properly. Once again
at the September meeting
the Parish Council heard
that money for all of these
jobs just isn’t there now –
so we ARE going to have
to rely on volunteers and
the good will of neighbours.
Because our Parish is in the
bowl of several valleys, we
frequently have a problem

with heavy rain....... and
very often it may not be you
that will get water into your
house, but it could well be
your next door neighbour
down the hill. Please, please,
if you know that water isn’t
going down the drain it
ought to, could you do the
neighbourly thing and just
unclog the leaves that are
blocking it.
To end on a more positive note, plans for a new
Hall are going ahead. There
was enough support at
the last Neighbourhood
Plan consultation to show
that there was a will in the
Parish to replace the old
Hall. As a result, a New
Build Committee has been
formed and is making further enquiries and gathering
estimates in order to collect enough information to
put a proposal forward for
your approval. To pay for
it, grants are now available
specifically for new halls,
and it’s possible to top
up the rest via the Public
Works Loan Board at very
favourable interest rates;
but we will ask for your
agreement in a public vote
before we go ahead. Funding for a new Hall should
be available if the Parish
wants it; in the past the Parish Council has borrowed
money through various government subsidised schemes
at similar, extremely low,

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

rates of interest as was used
to buy the land for both
The Hive and the Allotments. The Hive loan has
now been fully repaid and

already a third of that for
the Allotments. Although
so much else has been cut
from government funding,
these same sources are still

available. We will keep you
informed of our progress as
we go.

Morgan Does it For Aveton
Gifford

Morgan the Welshie came out of retirement, briefly, and
took himself off to the
Kingsbridge Show on
2nd September. He
entered the dog show
(obviously) and won a
1st, a 2nd and a 4th. He
then went on to win
the Champion Class to
become Best in Show. He is now resting.

THE ARTS TRAIL
COMES TO AVETON
GIFFORD
Organised by the South Hams Arts
Forum (SHAF), this year’s Arts Trail will
be held in three venues within the Village, all featuring the work of residents
and others nearby. It will run from 14th
to 29th October and open daily, with
visitors to all three sites very welcome!
The Fisherman’s Rest will host four
artists in the downstairs room, two of
whom will be Pippa Unwin and Sarah
Harcus; Stonecot Studio in Fore Street
(opposite the Shop) is home to Caroline Barker; while the Art Space at 19
Glebeland is where Claire Williams will
be found, along with two more artists.
Brochures will become available nearer
the time and can be picked up from the
Shop, Pub and from any of the participants. We look forward to seeing you
and showing you our work.

POPPY APPEAL
COFFEE MORNING
There will be a coffee morning in aid of
The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal
in The Fisherman’s Rest on Saturday
November 4th at 10.30 a.m.
This is part of the Village’s
Remembrancetide commemmorations
where we try to raise as much money
as possible to support the Royal British
Legion in their important work.
There will be coffee,
cakes, various stalls
and a raffle. If you
have any saleable
items or raffle prizes
you would like to
donate, please contact
Maggie Skeates on
01548 550153 or at
mole.end.20@gmail.
com.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Deer Wood Diaries

by Lisa Pugh
& Marc Biddle

Summer 2017: The Wonders of
Washing Water and Wetland
Weeds in The Woods
It has been a great delight
to witness our most recent
visitors react with such
pleasure and surprise at the
latest Deer Wood ecology
feature - the modest-sized,
unintentionally heart-shaped
pond, situated just down
from the yurts. To most
onlookers this visually
pleasing ‘water feature’ is a
verdant display of naturalised
aquatic plants dotted with
iconic white lotus flowers.
It could be seen as simply
a thing of aesthetic natural
beauty, perfectly in keeping
with the backdrop of the
woods. However, when
we go on to explain the
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vital function that this new
water feature plays in our
environmentally sensitive
approach to living in the
woods, it suddenly takes on a
far more significant meaning.
The grey water biological
recycling system (which
we first wrote about in the
Magpie back in the Dec/
Jan 2017 issue, no.107, ‘The
challenges of installing an
off-grid water system in a
woodland) was completed
in March. This series of
cascades and reed beds
enables us to filter and
cleanse (polish) all our daily
domestic water from sinks
and ultimately from clothes
washing and bathing.
The way it works
is two-fold: firstly
dirty water is aerated
through the process
of agitation when
dropping into each
pool. Secondly, it

works through the biological
digestion of the contaminates
in the water as it passes
through the complex root
systems of the reeds that are
alive with a mat of different
kinds of micro-organisms.
These bacteria, algae and
fungi are a dynamic colony
that, through their various life
processes, actively utilise the
water contaminants. By the
end of the series of reed beds
the resultant water is clean
enough to go back into the
local environment.
It has been surprising
and very rewarding to see
how quickly Nature has
established itself in the reed
bed water purifying system.
The relevant colonies of
micro-organisms are (if we
are honest with ourselves)
a bit of a mystery, as we did
not intentionally introduce
any of them. All we did was
construct the cascade and
plant it with the appropriate

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

reeds and marginal aquatic
plants, Mother Nature did
the rest. The indicator for
us that the system is already
working well is that in the
final collecting pond (about
4m x 3m & 60cm deep) there
appeared within a few weeks
newly colonising populations
of frogs, toads & newts.
These are key species that
show the water is pure and
clean enough to support
such sensitive amphibian
wildlife. If the water still
contained any toxic levels of
contamination these types
of indicator species simply
would not be present.
It has been wonderful to
witness the pond as it has
grown and changed over the
past few months. Becoming
so well established, you
would think the pond has
always been there. We are
also looking forward to
sampling some of the edible
plants that are cultivating in
the water: watercress, duckpotato (Sagittaria latifolia),
water chestnut and water
mint. So, watch out for future
Deer Wood wild food recipes
that will include some of
these delights.
Please note: can you
help us with ideas or advice

for our not for profit
organisation? We are still on
the lookout for a few more
local, community-minded
folk to be a part of a focus
group that will guide us with
the kind of activities we
could be running at Deer
Wood that will be of greatest
benefit to the community.
It would take very little of
your time and could even
be done from the safety of
your own computer (email),
or telephone (we can call
you), or perhaps by getting
together to discuss over a cup
of tea and slice of something
nice… We could even host
a bar-b-q to facilitate and get
the discussions started, if that
is what people would like.
So please contact Lisa at
lisa.d.pugh@gmail.com or via
our facebook page ‘The Deer
Wood Trust’ if you wish to
know more.
Many thanks also go
out to all who have made
possible the completion of
the tree nursery extension,
either through donation or
by volunteering their time
and skills in the construction
of the deer- and rabbitproof fencing. The existing
young trees are now safe and
planted in the ground where

they can grow uninhibited
until they are ready for
planting out as bare-rooted
stock. The next, vital part
of the nursery infrastructure
that needs to be completed
are the two propagation
tables to house the growing
number of seedlings. It is
looking like it may well be
a ‘mast’ year for oak, sweet
chestnut and hazel - this
being when certain species of
tree produce large numbers
of seeds, nuts or fruit,
beyond what they do in other
years. So, the construction of
these tables has now become
a more urgent matter, as we
will hopefully have many
more trees to germinate and
keep safe from hungry mice
and squirrels!

CONTACT DEAR WOOD
Lisa: Mobile 07940 576310; e-mail lisa.d.pugh@gmail.com
Website: www.c3designs.co.uk
Deer Wood Facebook pages:
• https://www.facebook.com/thedeerwoodtrust/
• https://www.facebook.com/pages/C3-The-Considerate-Card-Company-by-LisaDionne/272230676137536?ref=hl
• https://www.facebook.com/lisa.dionne.pugh.art.teacher?ref=hl
• https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bertie-the-Beetle/480083055382319?ref=hl
• https://www.facebook.com/timlizzyadventures?ref=hl
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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News from the Hive

Grand Draw for the Honey
Pot

W

e had wonderful
weather on Bank
Holiday Monday for The
Classic Car Show and this
brought lots of wonderful
visitors to our community.
The Grand Draw was to
raise money for the Preschool Outdoor School
Project. We needed
£2000 to provide an
insulated outdoor shelter
for use all year round
that was big enough to
support the children’s
learning opportunities
in the beautiful natural
environment which
surrounds us.
We made the tremendous
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sum of £1291 which,
together with matched
funding from Santander,
was sufficient to achieve
our aim.
New Outdoor Sessions
are now held on Monday
mornings and Wednesday
afternoons in the sheltert
which has been named
‘The Honey Pot’ and
provide a very valuable
addition to the educational
service that The Hive offers
its Under 5s.
The Honey Pot will also
be used for small group
activities during the rest of
the week.
We would very much like

to thank all the donors for
the prizes, as well as those
generous people who gave
their time to sell the tickets
on the day and also for
anyone who bought them.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

Just deserts: prizes, manure
and a nice cup of tea

O

nce again we are
approaching the end
of the growing year and it
is sad to see the plants we
have nurtured for so many
months, and which have
given us such a bountiful
return, start to die off. But
all the hard work was worth
it, as proved by the number
of ‘allotmenteers’ who won
prizes at the Village Show.
Well done to everybody.
There is still time to
plant a few over-wintering
brassicas, turnips and
spinach, but I think I will
give my plot some well
deserved manure, cover
it over and let it rest until
next spring. Again this year
I made the same mistake –
see a gap and put something
in it. So, by leaving the
plot bare, I intend to plan

my beds
to keep fit and make new
and then,
friends. I would be happy
hopefully,
to talk to anybody who is
next year
interested to see how best
stick to
to suit their individual needs
the plan!
- so please give me a call on
Sadly
01548 550110.
we have
Now to the seed
had to say goodbye to a
catalogues and a nice cup
number of our growers,
of tea.
some of whom have moved
away. This means that we
Jackie,
now have several plots
Allotment Secretary
available to rent. If you have
ever thought about ‘growing
your own’,
now could
be the time!
We can offer
whole or
half plots, or
www.turkeysfromdevon.co.uk
maybe you
could share
Our bronze free-range turkeys are
a plot? It’s
traditionally reared and prepared in
a good way
the time-honoured way to give a moist,
flavoursome meat for the centrepiece
of your Christmas table. They meet the
Golden Promise standard with welfare a
top priority.
For further information or to place your
order please ring the Walters family in
Kingston on (01548) 810259 or order
online.
Home-reared sausages, bacon, hams and
other meats also available to order.
Potatoes now available

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Fisherman’s Rest
Autumn Highlights

01548
550284

N

ovember 4th will be a busy Saturday, starting at 10:30 with a
coffee morning in support of the Village’s Poppy Appeal,
followed from 6:00 pm by food and refreshments for Bonfire
Night revellers. These will include burgers, sausages, toffee apples,
hot chocolate and mulled wine.
Saturday December 2nd will see the ceremony to switch on
the Christmas lights outside the Fisherman’s. A procession will start from the Village Hall
at 6:00 pm, accompanied by carol singing, blessing of the tree, mulled wine and mince pies,
rounded off with some seasonal entertainment.
Athenia has already started taking bookings for Christmas (Christmas Eve curry, Christmas
Day lunch, New Year …). So, to be sure not to miss out, call into or phone the pub.
Due to exceptional circumstances, there will be no Tall Ships Event this year - there will be a
break, with fundraising activities resumed in 2018.
Regular events:
* Quiz nights: on the third Thursday of the month - so, October 19th, November 16th
starting at 7:30pm, with the quiz itself at 8:00.
* Kingsbridge Jazz Club: on first Tuesday of the month starting at 7:30pm: October
3rd , Terry Williams Ambassadors of Jazz (seven-piece band led by trombonist Terry,
delivering swing, traditional and Dixieland); November 7th, Pedigree Jazz Band (six-piece
led by Chris Walker, clarinet, saluting the style of Chris Barber, Acker Bilk, Kenny Ball
and others from the late 50’s and early 60’s)
[Please note: Early Bird Dine & Jazz, with a special menu (choice of 3 mains - including
a vegetarian option - and 2 sweets) served between 6.00 and 6.30pm (booking essential,
which must be before 6 pm Monday please) and the ability to reserve seats in the Jazz
Cellar.
* Knit & Natter sessions: are now every other Tuesday rather than just the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of the month; so, October 3rd, 17th, 31st and November 14th, 28th, starting at
10:30am
* Fish & Chips: eat in every Friday from 7:00pm; only £5.75. Or, if you prefer, takeaway
fish & chips available Monday to Saturday 7:00 to 9:00 and Sunday 7:00-8:30.
* Ukelele Group meets every Monday evening at 7.30 [numbers are growing, so come
along - it’s finger-pickin’ good]
Other facilities (call anyone at the Pub to make arrangements.)
* Skittle Alley: available for bookings; minimum of 10 people at £1 per person
* Small Disco: including equipment and facilities;
* Function Room: with space for 80 people and a separate bar area; ideal for special
events and informal parties
* Package for conferences: with a large screen TV and a projector viewing room.
For the latest information: see the Fisherman’s website www.thefishermansrest.co.uk
or find us on Facebook.
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HYMNS OF PRAISE
AND READINGS OF
REMEMBRANCE

SOUP & PUD
ARE BACK !

AT ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, AVETON GIFFORD
ON SUNDAY 15th OCT, 11.00 AM
JOIN US TO SING HYMNS AND SONGS, WITH
READINGS,
TO CELEBRATE THE LIVES OF OUR LOVED
ONES DEPARTED

The Soup and Pud Ladies are
in action once more bringing their delectations to the
Village Hall between 12.30
and 2.00 pm on the second
Saturday of the month, starting
October 14th.

There will be a list at the back of the Church,
which will be displayed until Sunday 8th October,
for you to list the name of your loved one and a
hymn you would like us to sing. There will also be a
list for readings; if you would like to read something, or have something read, please complete the
appropriate form.

Prices are £5 per person, half
that for children, with the
funds going to the upkeep of
the Hall.

All are welcome.
Coffee and tea will be served after the service.

JAZZ AT THE
FISHERMAN’S
AVETON GIFFORD

“Kingsbridge Jazz Club at Aveton Gifford” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s
Rest on the first Tuesday of each month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has
become a unique venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the next couple of months are as follows:
* 3rd October ~ Terry Williams’ Ambassadors of Jazz
* 7th November ~ The Pedigree Jazz Band
* 5th December ~ Subscribing Members’ Christmas Party
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club/
www.facebook.com/kingsbridgejazzclub
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes by Rodney Bone
Black Swans

O

n Friday 18th August, while counting the Mute Swans and
Canada Geese on the mud flats at the end of the Tidal
Road, I noticed four Black Swans, asleep with the Mute Swans on the edge of the River.
Black Swans are native to Australia and on some of the bigger lakes there are flocks of over
50,000 birds. They were first introduced into Britain in the late 1700’s and there has been a
small resident flock at Dawlish for several years. Some of the birds that have not been pinioned
have moved to other parts of the County and have bred. However, the species has not yet been
added to the British list as the population in the UK is not considered to be self-sustaining.
Occasionally Black Swans mate with Mute Swans and the young are known as Blute Swans.
I have only previously seen a single bird on the River Avon in 2011 and two in 2012, which
were photographed by Emma Green. The four swans remained until 19th August but have not
been seen since.

The Decline in Wader Numbers on the Avon Estuary
During Migration in August
Curlew
Lapwing
Redshank
Greenshank
Ringed Plover
Dunlin
Oyster Catcher
Common Sandpiper

1970’s
124
260
61
16
70
58
80
21

1980’s
95
187
55
14
94
83
73
16

1990’s
75
22
27
11
31
52
56
10

2017
34
1
3
5
8
10
3
14

Summer Highlights (Rod Bone and Eric Wotton)
9 Jul: Pair Cirl Buntings South Efford
Marsh
13 Jul: 3 Cattle Egret (pair with 1 juvenile)
15 Jul: 1 adult Mediterranean Gull
22 Jul: First Green Sandpiper back
23 Jul: First 2 Teal back
8 Aug: 1 Little Grebe back
11 Aug: 1 Grasshopper Warbler
13 Aug: 1 Wood Sandpiper (still present 9
Sep)

14

16 Aug: 4 Green Sandpipers
17 Aug: 65 Mute Swans
2 Sep: 2 Wasp Spiders South Efford Marsh
4 Sep: 25 Yellow Wagtails flying over South
Efford Marsh
4 Sep: First Snipe back
7-10 Sep: 1 Cattle Egret
8 Sep: First 4 Wigeon back
9 Sep: 9 Black-tailed Godwits
10 Sep: 5 Bar-tailed Godwits
10 Sep: 33 Little Egret at roosting site

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

The Minister’s
Review

by Michael Tagent

Hooray for Harvest !

H

arvest-time has been
celebrated from
earliest times. Around
1280 BC, on their release
from slavery in Egypt, the
Jews were commanded
to ‘celebrate the Feast of
Harvest with the first fruits
of crops you sow’. In
England thanks have been
given for successful harvests
since pagan times.
An early harvest festival
used to be celebrated at the
beginning of the harvest
season on 1 August and
was called Lammas, meaning ‘Loaf Mass’. Farmers
made loaves of bread from
the fresh wheat crop and
these were given to the local
church as the Communion
bread during a special service thanking God for the
harvest.
More commonly, harvest has been celebrated
when ‘all is safely gathered
in’. The traditional Harvest Festival is held on the
Sunday nearest the harvest
moon. This is the full moon
that occurs closest to the
autumn equinox (22 or 23
September). The modern
British tradition of celebrating Harvest Festival
in churches began in 1843,
when the Rev’d Robert

Hawker invited parishioners to a special thanksgiving
service at his church at Morwenstow in Cornwall, and
many of our harvest hymns
and customs date from the
Victorian era.
With supermarkets selling foods from across the
world, the link with harvest
has weakened. We take for
granted that everything will
be available on demand, and
it is perhaps more difficult
to remember that ‘all good
gifts around us are sent
from heaven above’, and
thus to thank God for his
goodness.
There would be no harvest without sowing, so
let’s not forget the farmers
and growers on whom we

depend;
and their
work would
be useless
without
the sun
and rain
we take for
granted. So,
thank God
for the harvest!
Just as we look forward
to harvest, so Christians
await a different sort of
harvest. As the seed of
the gospel is sown week
by week, so we pray that
it will germinate, take root
in peoples’ lives and bring
forth a rich harvest of people trusting and following
God. That is of course the
meaning of the well-known
Parable of the Sower told
by Jesus.

October Diary
Sun 1st
Sun 8th
Sun 15th

11 am
11 am
11am

Sun 22nd
Sun
29th

11am
11am

Family Service
Communion by Extension
Songs & Readings of Praise for
Remembrance
Family Communion
Team Service

November Diary
Sun 3rd
Sun 10th
Sun 17th
Sun 24th

11 am
11am
11am
11am

Family Service
Remembrance Sunday Service
Matins
Family Communion

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

15

mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine, which is published
bi-monthly and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well
as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church circulation 470.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form.
Please contact David Stevens (davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk) for more information.
The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6 insertions (payable in advance):
Size
Whole page

AG Parish Resident
£
153

Non-resident
£
207

Half page

76.50

105

Quarter page

51

64.50

Eighth of page

36

51

A G Tr e e s
Arboricultural Services
14 years' experience in Tree Care.
We undertake all tree work operations
including:
Crown cleaning
Formative pruning
Crown thinning
● Crown lifting
● Crown reduction and reshaping
● Pollarding
● Tree felling
● Hedge trimming
● Clearing overgrown vegetation
● Brushwood chipping service
●
●
●

Written quotations or hourly rates.
Fully qualified and insured. Based in
the Kingsbridge area.

Tel: 07811 129 716
www.agtrees.co.uk
16
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Need a lift to a medical appointment?
Call Modbury Health Centre on 01548 830666
Need a friend for support and
companionship?
Call Sheila on 07554997140 or email
modburycaring@gmail.com
We are there for you, covering Modbury,
and the outlying villages
We need you too!!!
Could you give your time to someone who needs support and companionship
or use your car to provide lifts?
Why not volunteer to be a befriender (call
07554997140) or
a driver (call Michael on 01548810520)
Our help is free but we do need funding
Why not join the Friends of Modbury Caring
and help us?
Application forms available in the Health Centre

www.bouncyjimshire.uk
info@bouncyjimshire.uk
01548 550886
07568080200
Fully Insured up to
£5 million pl.
10% discount to any
resident of Aveton
Gifford Quote ref
MAGAG!
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Bigbury Golf Club
welcome Liz and Howard Turner
The Dinner Service.com @ the 19th
as their new caterers from 1st Feb
Sunday lunch a speciality
Golf themed menu throughout the week
Please book your table direct with the restaurant on 01548
810557 option 3.
Main course @ £8.95 – desserts £3.95
Large groups can be accommodated

Social Memberships available at just £16.00
18

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Need help with personal admin?
Surrounded by piles of paper and other clutter
and don’t know where to start?
Call Diana Pring
for a FREE initial consultation

All Sorted!

01548 511125 · www.allsorted.org.uk

Claire Louise Hill

Professional Painter and Decorator
Bijou, 41 Icy Park, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LQ
Home 01548 559274

Mobile 07976 129162

Award Winning – Fully Qualified – Fully Insured

FLETE
GARDENS

• Carpets, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
• Stain & Odour Removal
• Car-Boat-Caravan Wash & Valet
• Gutter Vacuum
• Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
• All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
• Window Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

T: 01548 854313
E:info@fine-shine.com
W:www.fine-shine.com
Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive,
Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1SF

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance
Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435

Curtains
Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

19

TALKING SHOP
NEW SATURDAY GIRL
Milla has left us, sadly, as she has been selected to attend
the Exeter Chiefs Rugby Academy and will continue her
education at Exeter College. We wish her the best of
luck, and hope she will be playing for England in time to
come. Therefore, we had to find a new Saturday Girl and
we have been very lucky that Annabel has joined us. She
had a baptism of fire starting in August, one of our busiest times
of year, but has proved to be very adaptable, highly efficient and has fitted into the
team very quickly.

CARDBOARD BOXES
If you ever need cardboard boxes, just let us know [preferably in advance] and we
will keep them for you. We get lots most weeks and if nobody wants them they
get smashed up and sent to recycling.

PARCEL DELIVERY
If you are expecting a parcel and will not be home to receive it, give instructions
for the delivery company to leave it at the Post Office. We will take it in and look
after it until you are able to collect it.

CHRISTMAS
is only just around the corner and we are getting geared
up so that you can place your Christmas orders with the Shop:local products - free range, organic turkeys, ducks and geese,
Christmas puddings, Christmas cakes, mince pies,
Christmas preserves. Also cheeses, wines, etc.
You can also order anything else you need for Christmas.
A brochure with full details and an order form will soon be dropped through your
door and will also be available at the Shop. Also in the Shop are Christmas cards
and wrapping paper.

Come and see us and have a browse – everyone welcome.
Happy shopping in your Village Shop !
Normal Opening Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday-: 8am - 6pm; Monday & Thursday: 8am -1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 1pm
The shop is closed for lunch Monday and Thursday between 1pm & 2pm

Contact us on: Tel 01548 550996 Email: john@artashton.co.uk
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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