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South Efford Nature Reserve
A Perspective from John Ashton

S

altmarshes occur where land is flooded by high tides before
draining at low water. The original saltmarsh and mudflats at
South Efford supported huge numbers of wildfowl and wetland
birds until about 250 years ago, when a sea-wall was built to
create grazing pasture. Then, in 1943, a German bomb breached
these defences and the land quickly reverted to its natural state.
It wasn’t until the 1950s that a repair was made and the land
once more became pasture.
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Since 2011 Devon Wildlife Trust has managed the site as a
natural reserve. A tidal gate was designed and funded by the
Environmental Agency and has been installed in the old seawall. This clever piece of kit is able to control the maximum
level of water coming in.
The return of salt water is already bringing changes with the
appearance of plants such as Sea Purslane, Glasswort and Sea
Spurry.
Shallow lagoons make ideal breeding grounds for young fish
and the mudflats are visited by increasing numbers of wading
birds. Rare birds like the Water Pipit can be seen if you look
hard enough and Cattle Egrets will
Cont. on page 2
Deadline for copy for next issue: 10th Jan 2018

Cont. from page 1
magically appear when the cows are about. Rodney Bone has counted over 400 Canada Geese
in one go this year; mind you, he is extremely patient.
Grey Herons, Little Egrets and Kingfishers share the waterways, while the melancholy
warbling calls of Curlews are a rapture
at this time of year.
A delightful willow-lined path,
criss-crossed by Otter trails, now
follows the perimeter to a wellpositioned wildlife hide. This offers
wonderful views of both the Marsh
from one side and the River Avon
from the other.
It’s worth mentioning that, to avoid
disturbance to the birds, no dogs,
bikes or horses are permitted and
visitors are kindly requested to keep
to the path. Also, parking is extremely
limited.

AG WI - An Appeal from Rosie Warrillow
A few words about our WI group: the group has been in existence for a
long time now and meets in the Village Hall every second Thursday of the
month. Each month there is an interesting talk, with many fascinating subjects
covered during the year, including gardening and health matters. There are also
two competitions during each meeting, a flower of the month feature and a
competition linked to the subject for that month. The ladies go on outings over
the course of the year and each meeting is supported with refreshments served
by that particular month’s Tea Hostesses.
The reason I am writing this is because our ladies would like to welcome some
new members. Could that be you?
If so, why not come along as a guest and sample the delights of the group?
Guests pay £3.00 per evening and the meeting starts at 7.30pm.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS AT ST ANDREW’S
Would you like to donate towards the Church Christmas flowers in memory of
a loved one? The names will be put in a special card which will be displayed in the
Church from Christmas Eve and over the Christmas period.
Please give or send your donation along with the names you wish
to be remembered to Karen Rowse on 01803 867097, to Rosie
Warrillow on 07779 290653, or bring your donation to the Church
on any Sunday before Christmas Eve.
The Church will be decorated for our Carol Service which will
take place on Sunday 17th December at 11:00 am and all are
welcome.
The Church is open daily until 3.30 pm for viewing the flowers.
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DEC/JAN Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.

DECEMBER DIARY
Saturday 2nd
4-5.45pm

Monday 4th
Wednesday 6th
Wednesday 6th
Thursday 7th
Saturday 9th
Thursday 14th
Friday 16th

Children’s Christmas Craft Workshop with
Caroline Barker; lantern, star and biscuit making for

5-11 year olds, £1 donation. Further info in this magazine
and on posters in the Village.

7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting
9.30-10.30am Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
2pm
School Nativity Play
6pm
School Nativity Play
2-4pm
Aveton Gifford School PTFA Christmas Fayre
7.30pm
WI - ‘Buns and Things’ with Kerryn Bunn
12.30-2pm Soup & Pud - yum, yum - price £5 per person, with funds
going to the upkeep of the Hall

JANUARY DIARY
Monday 8th
7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 10th 9.30-10.30am Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
Thursday 11th
7.30pm
WI: Coastwatch
Saturday 13th
12.30-2pm Soup & Pud - yum, yum - price £5 per person, with funds
going to the upkeep of the Hall

REGULAR EVENTS
Mondays
3 - 4.30 pm
7 - 8 pm

Monday Club
Table-Tennis Club -– All ages welcome
No class on first Monday of month.
Equipment provided. £1.50 per session
Tuesdays
5.45 - 6.45pm
Pilates with Franny Morris (07590 506027)
7 pm - 8.30 pm Yoga Class with Stephen Harding - term time only
Wednesdays 6.45 - 7.45 pm Zumba class; £5 per session
Thursdays
9.15am-10.15pm Zumba class; £5 per session
Please note – Yoga breaks for holidays; kindly check with instructor re Zumba
& Pilates

PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE’ - PLEASE NOTE EXTRA SESSIONS ON
MONDAYS & THURSDAYS
{
9am - 12pm
Morning sessions
Monday - Friday {
12 - 1pm
Lunch Club
{
1 - 3.30 pm
Afternoon sessions
Mondays
9.45 - 11:45 am
Parents & Toddlers
• School breaks up for Christmas holiday on Friday Dec 15th, back Thursday Jan 4th
For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition
has gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Aveton
Gifford

School Report

Christmas
Update

he autumn term always
seems to fly by and
before we know it we are in
the midst of preparations
for Christmas ! This year
has been no exception but,
before we began our festive
countdown, the children
were very busy taking part
in other activities.
The beginning of the
term saw the children
in Years 3 and 4 lead
the whole School in our
Harvest Festival at St
Andrew’s Church. We

by Miss Drabwell,
who was ably assisted
throughout the day by her
parents. The children had
a wonderful time pressing
apples and making their
own fresh apple juice to
take home.
The Years 5 and 6
football team took part
in the Kingsbridge Area
Football Tournament and
we were delighted when,
out of the ten schools
taking part, they finished in
third place. A very special
mention must go to Ben
Eatwell who was awarded
‘Player of the Tournament’.

were very grateful for the
numerous donations of
harvest gifts we received
which we were able to
donate to the Kingsbridge
Food Bank.
Our Harvest Festival
was closely followed by our
‘Apple Jack Day’ organised

Well done Ben!
On 3rd November we
said ‘Good bye’ to our
lovely Crossing Patrol Lady,
Mrs Jo Otridge. Jo has been
the ‘Lollipop Lady’ at our
School for over thirty years
and we were all very sad
to see her go; however, on

T
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a positive note, Jo is still
continuing with her role of
Caretaker for the School, so
we are still able to see her
every day. We would like to
take this opportunity to say
a HUGE thank you to her
for her wonderful period of
service to the School.
Our Remembrance
Day Service was led this
year by Years 5 and 6,
who performed the play
‘Archie Dobson’s War’ in
St Andrew’s Church. The
children all worked very
hard to ensure that they
were word-perfect and gave
a wonderful performance.
Thank you to all of our
parents and carers who
joined us for this important
commemorative event.
As we head towards
Christmas an array of festive
activities has appeared in
our school diary, with the
children in Herons’ Class
scheduled to go on a trip
to Buckfast Abbey for a ‘St
Nicholas Day’; the whole
of Key Stage 1 travelling to
Pennywell Farm to see and
take part in their Nativity
performance; while Swans’
Class will be watching a
performance by the ‘West
End in Schools’ theatre
company of ‘Beauty and the
Beast’. In addition to these
lovely activities, we have
our School Christmas lunch
to look forward to, together

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

with a number of planned
events to which everyone is
invited to come along and
join us:
- Wed 6th December
Key Stage 1 Nativity in the
Memorial Hall 2.00pm
- Thurs 7th December
Key Stage 1 Nativity in the
Memorial Hall 6.00pm
- Thurs 14th December
Christingle Service in St
Andrew’s Church** 5.30pm
** After the Christingle
Service the children and
staff will process through
the Village, carrying their
Christmas lanterns, stopping
at the Village Christmas tree
where there will be more

Carol singing. The PTFA
will be selling mulled wine
and cider and mince pies
in the Fisherman’s Rest
afterwards. Please do join us
if you can.
…….and finally, we
will be holding our main
fundraising event of the
term, our Christmas Fayre,
on Saturday 9th December,
from 2.00pm to 4.00pm.
This year the event will be
spread over two venues,
the Memorial Hall and the
main School building. An
array of local businesses
such as Nkuku, Weaver
Green, Soren Design and
Neal’s Yard, will have stalls

in the Hall while the brica-brac, toys and books,
refreshments, Secret Santa
stalls and much, much more
will be in the School. We
would love to see as many
people as possible at this
event as the PTFA have a
lot of fund raising to do this
year! Please do join us if
you can.
As always, if you would
like to arrange a visit to
the School, please contact
the School office on 01548
550262, or, if you are unable
to visit in person, take a
look at what we do on
our school website www.
avetongiffordprimary.co.uk

SCHOOL MEALTIME ASSISTANT VACANCY
We are recruiting for a mealtime assistant to work 1 to 1 with two of our high needs
pupils during their mealtime between 12.15 and 1.30pm Monday to Friday, term time
only.
We are looking for a warm and caring individual to support the mealtime break at our
school.
The key purpose of the job is to:
• Safeguard children during the lunchtime period
• Assist children whilst eating their lunch
• Undertake playground duty, supervising the children and leading and engaging in
play activities.
You should:
• Be able to build a strong and appropriate rapport with children;
• Demonstrate the aptitude to work as part of a successful team;
• Have effective communication skills;
• Be able to support children in their play, while maintaining the children’s safety
and following the school’s behaviour guidelines;
• Be able to demonstrate good food hygiene practices and follow the school health
and safety policies;
First Aid qualifications will be an advantage. Training and support will be given to successful applicants. The First Federation Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and therefore all successful applicants will be required to
complete an enhanced DBS check. Please apply in writing to the School or, for further
information, contact the School direct.
Email address: admin@avetongifford.devon.sch.uk Telephone: 01548 550262
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Powerboats ...We are the
Champions – Report from John Ashton

A

local hero from AG,
Jeremy Gibson, is a
major protagonist, and
previous World Champion,
in the spectacular sport of
Offshore Circuit Racing.
This dangerous pursuit
combines spine-jarring
leaps over the waves with
break-neck, tight turns.
The crew of two are not
however strapped in, as
the reasoning seems to be
that if you are knocked
unconscious it is better to
be flung out than to sink
and drown. The experience
of racing one of these

retired navigators: Barry (4
crushed vertebrae), Elliot
(eyelid ripped off)
and Rob (mangled
arm) ... That’s one
‘position vacant’
advert that should
make for interesting
reading !
Over 30 boats
participated in the
British Championship this year with Jeremy
and his rival Graham Lawton in ‘Who Dares Swims’
battling for the lead all the
way through. This created
great spectator entertain-

championship aspirations
rapidly evaporated.

things is akin to climbing
into a concrete mixer and
can be equally bad for your
health - just ask Jeremy’s

ment. They were drawing
on points going into the
final event in Torquay.
As the first race started,
things went very wrong,
very quickly, for Jeremy
when his boat pirouetted
and spat the pair of them
out. A ‘kill cord’ stops the
engine when the human
occupants part company
with their boat, but it was
badly damaged and all

Tor Quarry workshop enabling Jeremy to race on the
following day ... Can you
imagine Lewis Hamilton
doing that for Sebastian
Vettel?
Unfortunately Graham’s
boat blew a piston, handing
the British Championship
to Jeremy. It will certainly
give them something to
fight for next year. Roll on
Antigua next March!
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However, it was a testament to the comradeship
that pervades this sport
when Graham fixed his only
rival’s boat overnight in his

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

News from the Hive

Our Latest Theme

W

e have the highest
number of children
on role since we opened
in 1990 - 37, with 4 more
expected in January. This is
despite 8 children leaving
in July to go on to primary
school.
In line with our
latest theme, last Friday
[November 10th] the
children took a trip on the
service bus to Kingsbridge
and were set to work at
Waterside Garage on
Embankment Road. Chief
Mechanic Rob showed
them what a car looks like
underneath and soon had
them pumping up tyres
and, with lots of pressing

of buttons, showed them
some of the other tools and
equipment. As a finale, they
all got an oily rag to take
home, having completed
their apprenticeship.
On the day before Police

Officer Lee (Isobel’s Dad!)
had turned up with a police
riot van! Willing volunteers
got put in the cage in the
back and teacher Laura got
handcuffed. The lights and
siren were inescapably set
off, much to the children’s
delight.
This week we are visiting
Modbury Fire Station to
learn about fire appliances.
Have you guessed
our theme yet? Answer Transport
We will soon be
practising our Nativity
songs and getting stuck into
lots of Christmas crafts with
loads of glitter and glue.

Looking for a Place to Make a

Small Home
in (or near) Aveton Gifford
Do you have an unused or spare field, barn, garage or any other type of land
you might think about selling to a local family?
We are a young family with 2 daughters at AG Primary School who have been on the
search for an affordable, sustainable, ecological and small way to live in the Parish. We are
not looking for any specific size or type and we are not looking for a place to build a huge
and overbearing house, just a simple home that allows our children to walk to school.
Please make our day and let us know if you think you may be able to help.

Thank you, The Daniels Hewis Family
Katie Daniels - 07816 372 017 or kedaniels@icloud.com
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Deer Wood Diaries

by Lisa Pugh
& Marc Biddle

Autumn 2017: The Deer Wood
Nursery Expansion Project

A

s we watch the autumn
leaves fall and carpet
the woodland floor, it’s
comforting to know that
all the young trees we are
growing are now safe for the
coming winter in their new
fenced enclosure.
We often get asked, ‘Why a
tree nursery in a woodland?’
Well, tree cultivation
is a major part of the
conservation work we do
here and is at the heart of
our ethos. From the very
beginning our combined
vision was to be able to
plant more trees and, with a
ready source of acorns, sweet
chestnuts, hawthorn, hazel
and all the other woodland
species dropping their nuts
and fruits so abundantly on
the ground, where better to
place a nursery than nestled
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amongst those very trees. It
made perfect sense to us!
Deer Wood has an unusual
topography, in that it has
some south facing slopes and
two watercourses. This was
a crucial factor in our search
for the ideal site to start a
tree nursery, as we required
good sun exposure and
fresh water in order to make
it work. (We have a fresh
spring nearby that feeds our
stream, while the boundary
line is the Aller Brook, which
also denotes the boundary
between Aveton Gifford
and Loddiswell). It took
many years of searching in
the counties of both Devon
and Cornwall to find the
right woodland. We got very
excited when we finally saw
the then-named Beer Wood it ticked all the right boxes.
Once we had decided
on the perfect spot for
the nursery, ie lots of sun
and very little in the way
of clearance to do in order
to follow the gentle slope
of the south
facing hillside, it
became apparent
we would have
to be very
clever with the
protection of
anything we
grew there. We
have mentioned

before the hungry nibbling
creatures that enjoy tasty nuts
and young tree shoots, so a
raised propagation table was
designed to keep them all at
bay. This worked so well that
by 2014 we had successfully
propagated a high percentage
of the 1500 acorns and 3000
sweet chestnut fruit that
were collected in 2013. These
were then separated from
their initial growing trays into
individual liners to grow on
for another year.
We knew that the next
stage of the nursery would
be to build an enclosed area
to keep out deer and rabbits.
This was carried out in early
2015. The area was cleared
of all weeds, brambles,
bracken and large stones. We
then created a growing area
enriched with bio-char, our
own compost and a seaweed
mineral mixture to give the
young trees the best possible
start in the ground. Once
the oaks and sweet chestnuts
were planted out in rows, we

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

sprinkled over some clover
seeds which would help keep
the moisture in the soil and
suppress the weeds, as well
as fix nitrogen in their roots
(a natural fertilizer).
We soon realised that this
comparatively small area
was simply not big enough
to contain the number of
seedlings in our expanding
nursery and the need to
extend the protective fenced
area became a high priority.
This is why it was urgent for
us to raise enough funds to
buy the materials to build an
extended enclosure and the
‘Go Fund Me – Woodland
Nursery for Native Trees’
campaign was launched back
in early spring this year. (You
may remember seeing some
of the posters that were put
up around the Village and in
the Shop.)
Although our overall
target figure has not yet been
achieved, it has been through
the kind and generous
donations of people who
have shown an interest in
the conservation work we
are doing here that enough
money has been raised to buy
the materials needed for the
2nd phase of the project and
get the deer and rabbit proof
fencing completed.
Time is the other main
constraint we have. Although
we spend all of our spare
time on the project, things
seem to move quite slowly
from our perspective, as we
both have to earn a living
from other activities. To have
people donate their time
has been a wonderful and

heart-warming experience.
We were fortunate to have
volunteers for almost half
of the summer holidays this
year and, with their help, we
managed to get this phase of
the nursery completed. So,
a huge thank you goes out
to all involved for their hard
work and the effort put in to
finish the fencing and plant
out the additional stock of
young trees.
This has effectively
quadrupled the amount of
space we have to ‘field grow’
in, which is great timing as
2017 is a mast year and Lisa
has collected an enormous
number of nuts and seeds.
This now presses home the
necessity of completing the
2nd and 3rd propagation
tables so as to be ready to
house all the
seedlings in
spring 2018,
without the
threat of them
being nipped off
in their prime by
mice or rooted
through by
squirrels in their
search for what’s
left of the nuts.
The ‘Go Fund

Me – Woodland Nursery
for Native Trees’ campaign
is still live or, if you wish
to donate time or funds in
person, then please contact
Lisa at the usual e-mail
listed below. All proceeds
will go towards The Deer
Wood Trust’s programme of
conservation and practical
woodland based activities
for all.
The current stock of
nearly 3-year-old oaks and
sweet chestnuts will be ready
for sale bare-rooted this
December. Some will be
used to re-stock here in Deer
Wood, but we also wish to
raise funds by selling them
to local people intending
to plant trees on their own
land. Sizes range from 3 – 7
ft tall and prices are very
competitive, with all proceeds
being ploughed straight back
into the charity.
If you are interested in
being a part of The Deer
Wood Trust volunteer team
and learn about tree nursery
horticulture, plus other
woodland skills, then please
contact Lisa at lisa.d.pugh@
gmail.com or on her mobile 07940 576310.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

9

Parish Puzzlers

by Pippa Unwin

Wordsearch - Christmas Songs
and Carols

Find the missing words
from the Christmas songs
and carols in the wordsearch grid and the remaining letters will spell out
another seasonal song title.
[answers on page 14]

1. Away in a …………. (6)
2. All I want for Christmas
is my two front …….. (5)
3. ………… the halls (4)
4. ………… Merrily on
high (4,4)
5. ………… Boy (7)
6. Fairytale of New …… (4)
7. ……… the snowman (6)
8. God rest ye merry
………… (9)
9. Good king …………(9)
10. Hark the ………. angels
sing (6)
11. I saw Mommy kissing
………............... (5,5)
12. I saw three ……… (5)
13. Jingle ………… (5)
14. …….. to the world (3)
15. Let it ………… (4)
16. Little ……………(6)
17. Mary’s ……… child (3)
18. Merry Christmas
………….. (9)
19. O ……….. tree (9)
20. O come all all ye
………….(8)
21. O little town of
………… (9)
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22. Rudolph the red-nosed
……….. (8)
23. Santa ……….. (4)
24. ………… night (6)
25. The first ………. (4)
26. The ……and the ivy (5)
27. The ………. days of
Christmas (6)
28. We wish you a …………
Christmas (5)
29. While …………. watched
their flocks by night (9)
30. ………… Christmas (5)
31. Winter …………. (10)

CAROL SERVICE
at
St ANDREW’S
CHURCH
AVETON GIFFORD
on
SUNDAY 17TH
DECEMBER
at

11.00 am

Come and sing some of
your favourite carols
All are welcome
Coffee & mince pies
after the service

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

End of Year Greetings

H

alloween and bonfire
night have been and
gone, Christmas isn’t far
away and another gardening
year is almost over - but
there are still jobs to be
done.
A lot of us have now covered over parts of our plots
as they become empty – this
will save a lot of time next
year and get us off to a
good early start.
We are still harvesting of
course: parsnips, leeks and
sprouts, while those of us

with tunnels should be able
to enjoy some salad leaves
right the way through to
next year.
As I reported in the last edition of mAGpie, we have
several vacant plots and are
looking for enthusiastic tenants to take up residence !
If you are at all interested,

please do come up and
have a look. We have both
large and small plots, so I
am sure that we can accommodate all needs.
I hope my fellow plot holders have enjoyed the year
as much as I have and are
looking forward to the year
to come.
Wishing you all a very
merry Christmas, Jackie
01548 550110

AVETON GIFFORD CE PRIMARY
SCHOOL

CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Children's Christmas
Craft Workshop
Lantern, biscuit and star
making

SAT 9TH DECEMBER 2-4PM

in Aveton Gifford Memorial Hall
On Saturday 2nd December
4 – 5.45 pm
ages 5-11 (primary school age)

(All children to be collected by an adult)
£1 per child donation – limited places

Please return booking form asap to
Caroline Barker - Tel. 550730
Stonecot, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford
(opposite the Memorial Hall)

cbprints@btinternet.com

WEAVER GREEN-NKUKU-SØREN DESIGN-NEAL’S YARD
HELEN BUTLER JEWELLERY and many other local artists

MEMORIAL HALL & AVETON GIFFORD SCHOOL
FREE ENTRY

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Fisherman’s Rest

01548
550284

Christmas and New Year Events:
* The switching on of the Christmas Tree lights will take
place on December 2nd with the procession starting from
the Village Hall at 6:00 pm, followed by carol singing, the
blessing of the tree, mulled wine and mince pies, and some
seasonal entertainment.
* There will be more singing around the Christmas tree on
December 14th when AG Primary School PTFA Christmas Eve Quiz and Curry Sunday 24th 7-9 pm; all you can eat with 3 different curries; bookings only, £9 per ticket.
* Christmas lunch is now fully booked.
* New Year’s Eve will see a slight change from normal meal arrangements. Thus, there
will be a normal lunch-time menu from 12-2:30 and a normal evening menu from 5:307:00, but then the kitchen will be closed between 7:00 and 8:00. Between 8:00 and 9:00
a set menu will be served, for which booking is essential; the price is £20 if booked
before December 27th, but after this date it will be £25, due to the need to make special
arrangements with suppliers. Please arrive at 7:30 to eat at 8:00.
* Burns Night will be celebrated on Friday January 26th; £11 for 3 courses including
haggis and neeps and tatties; from 7:00 pm; bookings requested.

Regular events:
* Quiz nights: on the third Thursday of the month - so, December 21st, January 18th
starting at 7:30pm, with the quiz itself at 8:00. The December event will also be the
occasion for the Christmas Draw.
* Kingsbridge Jazz Club: on first Tuesday of the month starting at 7:30pm: December
5th Subscribing Member’s Party starting at 7:00 with no Early Bird arrangement; January
9th, John Shillito’s Select Six playing contemporary traditional New Orleans style jazz and
swing with a dash of Creole spice and a “downtown” flavour.
[Please note: Early Bird Dine & Jazz, with a special menu (choice of 3 mains - including
a vegetarian option - and 2 sweets) served between 6.00 and 6.30pm (booking essential,
which must be before 6 pm Monday please) and the ability to reserve seats in the Jazz
Cellar.
* Knit & Natter sessions: are now every other Tuesday rather than just the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of the month; so, December 12th, [nothing on the 26th], January 9th, 23rd
starting at 10:30am.
* Fish & Chips: eat in every Friday from 7:00pm; only £5.75. Or, if you prefer, takeaway
fish & chips available Monday to Saturday 7:00 to 9:00 and Sunday 7:00-8:30.
* Ukelele Group meets every Monday evening at 7.30 [numbers are growing, so come
along - it’s finger-pickin’ good]
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Other facilities (call anyone at the Pub to make arrangements.)
* Skittle Alley: available for bookings; minimum of 10 people at £1 per person
* Small Disco: including equipment and facilities;
* Function Room: with space for 80 people and a separate bar area; ideal for special
events and informal parties
* Package for conferences: with a large screen TV and a projector viewing room.
For the latest information: see the Fisherman’s website www.thefishermansrest.co.uk
or find us on Facebook.

AVETON GIFFORD VILLAGE HALL
The AG Village Hall Committee is looking for a new Treasurer.
John Gordon, the present Treasurer, who has done a sterling job over the
last few years, is moving away quite soon and we need someone to take over
the accounts / billing for the Hall.
If you are interested in the post please contact Meg Brett, Chairman, on
01548 550536 or Jan Sorrell, Secretary, Tel. 55098, email jpsorrell@outlook.com.

JAZZ AT THE
FISHERMAN’S
AVETON GIFFORD

“Kingsbridge Jazz Club at Aveton Gifford” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s
Rest on the first Tuesday of each month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has
become a unique venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the next couple of months are as follows:
5th December ~ Subscribing Members’ Christmas Party
9th January ~ John Shillito Select Six
6th February ~ Grapelli Swing presented by Fret & Fiddle
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club/
www.facebook.com/kingsbridgejazzclub
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes by Rodney Bone
The Grey Phalarope
This is only the second recorded sighting for the Avon Estuary. The first one was on 15th
September 2010, on the River at the end of the Tidal Road, while the latest one was seen and
filmed on South Efford Marsh on 13th September.
I received a phone call from Eric and made my way to the hide on South Efford Marsh. On
the way, I bumped into two watchers who had also seen it. As I opened the door of the hide,
Eric turned towards me saying that the bird was quite close. By the time I had closed the door
and Eric had turned back to watch it, the bird had flown off
and was not seen again.
Grey Phalaropes are unusual among birds in that the summer plumage of the male is much duller than that of the
female. Also, while she selects a scrape on the ground which
is then lined by the male, she lays her eggs to be incubated by
the male while she goes off to mate with another male. Grey
Phalaropes do not breed in Great Britain and spend most of
their time at sea moving great distances; they tend only to be
seen near land in bad weather conditions.

Autumn Highlights (Rod Bone and Eric Wotton)
12 Sep: 9 Greenshank
13 Sep: 4 Black-tailed Godwits
15 Sep: 5 Dunlin
17 Sep: 1 Little Stint
18 Sep: 4 Bar-tailed Godwits
18 Sep: 3 Catlle Egrets
23 Sep: 1 Wryneck
5-7 Oct: 2 Curlew Sandpipers
8 Oct: 110 Teal

8 Oct: 31 Little Egrets at roost
15 Oct-5 Nov: 1 Water Pipit
19 Oct: 1 female Redstart
27 Oct: 1 Lapwing
29 Oct: first Shelduck returns
3-5 Nov: 1 Black Redstart
5 Nov: 1 Firecrest
5 Nov: 1 Yellow-browed Warbler
10 Nov: 7 Dunlin

NEW SHOPKEEPER NEEDED FOR AG VILLAGE SHOP
Owing to a change in plans, the Village Shop Association is urgently looking for
a new Shop Keeper able to take over next April, when Dinah retires.
So, would any interested person please apply in writing to Aveton Gifford
Village Shop Association, c/o The Village Shop.
Answers to the wordsearch: 1. MANGER, 2. TEETH, 3. DECK, 4. DING DONG, 5. DRUMMER, 6. YORK,
7. FROSTY, 8. GENTLEMEN, 9. WENCESLAS, 10. HERALD, 11. SANTA CLAUS, 12. SHIPS, 13. BELLS, 14.
JOY 15. SNOW, 16. DONKEY, 17. BOY, 18. EVERYBODY, 19. CHRISTMAS, 20. FAITHFUL, 21. BETHLEHEM,
22. REINDEER, 23. BABY, 24. SILENT, 25. NOEL, 26. HOLLY, 27. TWELVE, 28. MERRY, 29. SHEPHERDS, 30.
WHITE, 31. WONDERLAND. And the final seasonal song title: ‘It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas’.
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The Minister’s
Review

by Michael Tagent

A Christmas Journey

W

hat are you looking
at? I’m a camel; what
did you think I was? And,
in case you’re in any doubt,
that’s a star – well, more
precisely, that’s THE star.
Yes, the one the Wise Men
followed.
Why am I here? How else
do you suppose the Wise
Men got to Bethlehem – on
foot? Not on your desert
camel likely.
How did you get where
you are on your journey?
Not on a camel, I expect.
Actually, I meant your
spiritual journey. Christmas
should be a spiritual celebration; instead, the world
turns it into secular hyperactivity. What lay at the end
of our epic journey was a
young child – and the beginning of another journey, one
that took more than four
weeks of preparation and
twelve days of eating and
drinking.
My Wise Man changed
after he’d seen the child. He
became more thoughtful
and gentle (though he still
gets angry about cruelty and
injustice). That journey was
so different from anything
I’ve experienced. Have you
ever been on a journey like
that – one that’s changed

you - I mean, really changed
you? My Wise Man says
we should be following the
child, which would make
him and me followers of
Jesus. How he proposes to
do that I don’t know – but
he doesn’t actually seem to
need to know things any
more. Now, that’s a turn
around - if ever there was
one. Before we went on that
journey, he would want to
know everything, and be
absolutely sure of it too.
Now he’s got this kind of
attitude that’s, well . . . sort
of floaty. He’s not weak –
if anything, he’s stronger,
but it’s a strange strength
that surrounds him now. I
can’t explain it any better

than that – I’m only a camel
that went on a journey.
But, talking of journeys, you
could come with us. The
Master wouldn’t mind your
company; He likes to help
people on their journeys.
So do I.

December Diary
Sun 3rd
Sun 10th
Sun 17th
Sun 24th
Mon 25th
Sun 31st

11 am
11 am
11am
9pm
11am

Family Service
Communion by Extension
Carol Service
Christmas Eve Family Service
Christmas Morning Family
Communion
10.30am Team Service at St Andrew’s

January Diary
Sun 7th
Sun 14th
Sun 21st

11 am
11am
11am

Sun 28th

11am

Family Service
Holy Communion
Common Worship Morning
Prayer
Family Communion

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine, which is published
bi-monthly and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well
as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church circulation 470.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form.
Please contact David Stevens (davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk) for more information.
The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6 insertions (payable in advance):
Size
Whole page

AG Parish Resident
£
153

Non-resident
£
207

Half page

76.50

105

Quarter page

51

64.50

Eighth of page

36

51

A G Tr e e s
Arboricultural Services
14 years' experience in Tree Care.
We undertake all tree work operations
including:
Crown cleaning
Formative pruning
Crown thinning
● Crown lifting
● Crown reduction and reshaping
● Pollarding
● Tree felling
● Hedge trimming
● Clearing overgrown vegetation
● Brushwood chipping service
●
●
●

Written quotations or hourly rates.
Fully qualified and insured. Based in
the Kingsbridge area.

Tel: 07811 129 716
www.agtrees.co.uk
16
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Need a lift to a medical appointment?
Call Modbury Health Centre on 01548 830666
Need a friend for support and
companionship?
Call Sheila on 07554997140 or email
modburycaring@gmail.com
We are there for you, covering Modbury,
and the outlying villages
We need you too!!!
Could you give your time to someone who needs support and companionship
or use your car to provide lifts?
Why not volunteer to be a befriender (call
07554997140) or
a driver (call Michael on 01548810520)
Our help is free but we do need funding
Why not join the Friends of Modbury Caring
and help us?
Application forms available in the Health Centre

www.bouncyjimshire.uk
info@bouncyjimshire.uk
01548 550886
07568080200
Fully Insured up to
£5 million pl.
10% discount to any
resident of Aveton
Gifford Quote ref
MAGAG!
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Bigbury Golf Club
welcome Liz and Howard Turner
The Dinner Service.com @ the 19th
as their new caterers from 1st Feb
Sunday lunch a speciality
Golf themed menu throughout the week
Please book your table direct with the restaurant on 01548
810557 option 3.
Main course @ £8.95 – desserts £3.95
Large groups can be accommodated

Social Memberships available at just £16.00
18
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Need help with personal admin?
Surrounded by piles of paper and other clutter
and don’t know where to start?
Call Diana Pring
for a FREE initial consultation

All Sorted!

01548 511125 · www.allsorted.org.uk

T: 01548 854313
E:info@fine-shine.com
W:www.fine-shine.com
Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive,
Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1SF

www.turkeysfromdevon.co.uk
Our bronze free-range turkeys are
traditionally reared and prepared in
the time-honoured way to give a moist,
flavoursome meat for the centrepiece
of your Christmas table. They meet the
Golden Promise standard with welfare a
top priority.
For further information or to place your
order please ring the Walters family in
Kingston on (01548) 810259 or order
online.
Home-reared sausages, bacon, hams and
other meats also available to order.
Potatoes now available

• Carpets, Upholstery &
Rug Cleaning
• Stain & Odour Removal
• Car-Boat-Caravan
Wash & Valet
• Gutter Vacuum
• Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
• All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
• Window Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

FLETE
GARDENS

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance
Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435

Curtains
Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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TALKING SHOP
Christmas Posting Deadlines
If you are sending letters or parcels abroad for
Christmas and are unsure of the deadlines, please
come and check with us as we have a list of the last
posting dates in the Shop.
Christmas Orders
By the time you get this latest edition of Magpie, you should
have received our Christmas Brochure and order form. If not, please come
and pick one up from the Shop. The deadline for Christmas orders is 14th
December.
Bunns ‘n Crumbs’ famous mince pies are now on sale in the Shop, together
with cards, wrapping paper and lots of other Christmas goodies.
We have a new book in the Shop
- GRIMOIRE, written by Tom Newman
Its genre is urban fantasy and should appeal to a wide range of ages.
The author lives in the Village and is a teacher at Kingsbridge College.
The book will make an excellent Christmas present. Price £6.99
Special Christmas & New Year Opening Times
Christmas Eve – 8.30 am to 12.30 pm
Christmas Day – Closed
Boxing Day – 9.00 am to 11.00 am
27th to 30th December – Normal Hours
New Year’s Eve – 8.30 am to 1.00 pm
New Year’s Day – 10.00 am to 12.00 noon.
Come and see us and have a browse – everyone welcome

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL
FROM THE VILLAGE SHOP
Normal Opening Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday-: 8am - 6pm; Monday & Thursday: 8am -1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 1pm
The shop is closed for lunch Monday and Thursday between 1pm & 2pm

Contact us on: Tel 01548 550996 Email: john@artashton.co.uk
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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