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A Short History of Tractors
in Devonian by John Ashton

S

everal years ago while visiting a local farm I noticed a
shambolic pile of rusty debris that looked like it might once
have been a tractor that had exploded. An oily figure emerged
from behind this heap and announced that he was in fact
‘restorin’ it’.
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Let me introduce you to the laconic John Foale who, along
with his trusty side-kick Richard Bain, is a man on a mission to
transform rotting hulks of British farming history into iconic
works of mechanical beauty. Imagine my bemusement when he
informed me that he intended to display this vehicle at the AG
Classic Car Show which was then only three weeks away.
John is a retired agricultural engineer, the definition of which
is basically a mechanic with a very big hammer .... but before he
uses one on me, let me say that I had to eat my words as, on the
morning of the Show, a gleaming transformation came happily
chugging past my cottage to take up
Cont. on page 2
Deadline for copy for next issue: 10th Mar 2018

pole-position on the Green.
The kids spent a jolly
afternoon climbing all over
the ‘Little Red Tractor’ and
it became quite a tourist
attraction, parked outside
the Fisherman’s Rest. This
first tractor was a 1959
McCormick International
B-275 and over the last few
years it has been replaced
by a succession of gleaming
machines, including
a stunning old Land
Rover, about which John
commented that, “It was
stuck under a tree for the
last 30 years and I wish they
had left it there for the next
30 years as well”.
Luckily, Mark, the
Fisherman’s landlord is also
an enthusiast, but when
his car-park was full of

tractors during one of the
agricultural rallies, he was
probably grateful that John
had not developed a passion
for combine harvesters.
However the silver cup for
‘Best in Show’, won by a
1972 Massey Ferguson 148
is still proudly displayed in

the pub.
The latest make-over
is a pretty little grey 1955
Ferguson T20 tractor (I
suppose it’s OK to call
a tractor pretty). This
was the first one with
line-hydraulics and every
tractor since has followed
this innovation, which
revolutionised farming.
The phlegmatic Mr.
Foale is always ready with
incisive answers to all the
world’s problems and has
a wealth of knowledge
concerning rural matters. I
recently overheard someone
asking him if he had
worked with tractors all his
life? “Not yet”, he replied
as he disappeared into the
pub.

A big thank you
Val Fogerty would like to take this opportunity to wish all her dear friends and
neighbours a very Happy New Year and add her heartfelt thanks for their exceptional kindness and good wishes whilst she has been away from home.
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FEB/MAR Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.

FEBRUARY DIARY
Monday 5th
7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 7th 9.30-10.30am Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
Thursday 8th
2pm
WI - Music Therapy (Helen Phillips)
Saturday 10th
12.30-2pm Soup & Pud - yum, yum - price £5 per person,
with funds going to the upkeep of the Hall
MARCH DIARY
Monday 5th
7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 7th 9.30-10.30am Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
Thursday 8th
7.30pm
WI - Walking in Italy (Pauline & Tony Raine)
Saturday 10th
12.30-2pm Soup & Pud - yum, yum - price £5 per person, with
funds going to the upkeep of the Hall
Regular Events
Mondays
3 - 4.30 pm
7 - 8 pm

Monday Club
Table-Tennis Club -– All ages welcome
No class on first Monday of month.
Equipment provided. £1.50 per session
Tuesdays
5.45 - 6.45pm
Pilates with Franny Morris (07590 506027)
7 pm - 8.30 pm Yoga Class with Stephen Harding - term time only
Wednesdays 6.45 - 7.45 pm Zumba class; £5 per session
Thursdays
9.15am-10.15pm Zumba class; £5 per session
6.00-7.00pm
Pilates with Abbie Hart
Please note – Yoga breaks for holidays; kindly check with
instructor re Zumba & Pilates
Pre-School at ‘The Hive’ - Please note extra sessions
on Mondays & Thursdays
{
9am - 12pm
Morning sessions
Monday - Friday {
12 - 1pm
Lunch Club
{
1 - 3.30 pm
Afternoon sessions
Mondays

•

•
•

9.45 - 11:45 am

Parents & Toddlers

School Half Term Holiday: Monday 12th – Friday 16th February
Easter Holiday begins Friday 30th March (last day of term Thursday 29th)  
Summer Term begins Monday 16th April

For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition
has gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Neighbourhood Plan News

P

reparing our Neighbourhood Plan is quite a long process and there are many hoops for the
Committee to jump through along the way.
The first hoop is to fit what you told us at the consultations into the Plan - we have to show
we are reflecting the wishes of the community for the future development of the Parish.
Parishes all around us are working on their ‘Plans’.
Members of the Committee have had meetings and conversations with land owners, planners, highways officers and many others, including representatives of the family that inherited
the land from the late Jim Irish.
A car park at the north end of the Village to help with the Village Hall and school parking is
high on our ‘wanted’ list, as are ’affordable homes’, light industrial units and other topics.
Our Aveton Gifford ‘Plan’ is now well on its way. We have had feedback from the Planning
Office regarding our efforts so far; soon there will be First Draft copies for people to see and
comment on; then the final documents will be formally inspected and parishioners will vote
on acceptance of the Plan that will carry us through to 2030. Hopefully sometime in the early
summer it will all be done.
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee

The AGFF Is Coming
Aveton Gifford Film Fest 2018 is on Saturday 12 May at 19:30 in the Memorial Hall.
Organisers Surf Hams Film Collective are looking forward to showing YOUR creations
on the big screen. So, don’t be shy, flex your inner film-maker and send your film to us
by the end of April for inclusion in the show.
The annual film festival is a fun event meaning we welcome the eclectic, inspiring and
downright mind-boggling - just email it to us at surfhamsfc@gmaill.com.
We’re also on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram and you can see films from previous
years on our vimeo page at vimeo.com/surfhamsfc
We just ask that all films are family friendly and less than five minutes long.
Tickets will be available from the Village Shop in April. Film-makers go free.

Thank You, Dinah
Our wonderful Village Shop & Post Office has been managed, with great success,
over the past 5 years by Dinah Ashton. Under her stewardship the Shop has asserted
itself as a key component of our thriving Village and this has taken dedication,
teamwork and hard graft.
The Shop now sells a mind-blowing selection of essential, useful, tasty and beautiful
goods to cater for day-to-day needs, special occasions and just about everything in
between. The Post Office is an incredibly valuable asset to our Village and Dinah and
the team have served the postal requirements of the community, and many from
further afield, with great professionalism.
Dinah has also been instrumental in raising funds for the Shop Association with two
very successful dog shows (one of which was held despite horrible weather) having
been organised and run by Dinah, raising hundreds of pounds for the Association. This
money was then spent to support the modernisation of the Shop infrastructure and
equipment. Her partnership with the Association and her concern for the long-term
success and viability of the business have been admirable and much appreciated.
John Ashton has not only supplied the shop with stunning artwork in the form of
prints and greetings’ cards but has also produced high quality signage for the Shop for
special occasions (his Halloween witch being particularly memorable!). We are most
grateful for his support also.
Dinah has now decided to move on from her pivotal role to enjoy a well-earned
retirement. She will be ‘a very difficult act to follow’ and we wish her and John our
very best wishes for the future.
We are very happy to announce that Andrea Catling will be taking over as the new
Shop Proprietor from April.
Jenny Reynolds and the Association Committee
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Parish Puzzlers

Spot the difference

News from the Hive

by Pippa Unwin

Fabulous News and
Excitement on the Bird Cam

T

Answers on Page 19
There are ten
differences between
the two drawings.
Can you spot them?

Birth Announcements
Ellis Charles Jenkins, born 12th August
at 9lb 14oz to Antony and Katie Jenkins;
a little brother to Molly.
Rick, Amy and
Poppy Bonham Clayton have a new addition to the family.
Esme Nancy arrived safely at midday on Tuesday 16th January
weighing 7lb5oz.
6
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his term our theme
is ‘Fabulous Beasts’
and we have had much
discussion surrounding
which creatures are extinct,
existing or mythological !
We have kicked off with
dinosaurs and will be
working our way through
to unicorns, dragons,
mermaids and mermen
and more. Imaginations are
‘running WILD’ as our role
play castle serves well as a
lookout, or a dragons den,
or a cave.
We have also received
a very generous donation
from the United Tyre
Company based in Bristol
of £5,000 !
So, in the next few
months we will have
purchased and assembled
some new outdoor play
equipment, including
a sandpit, playhouse,
greenhouse and planting
area, bike shelter and
climbing equipment. In
addition we hope that the
budget will allow for some
IT resources with some new
puzzles, games and story
sacks. We are enormously
grateful to be chosen.
This morning a lot of
excitement was caused by a
Blue Tit appearing large and
clear on the bird cam screen
on our wall. This is the first
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

time we have seen
any activity in our
bird box and we are
hopeful that she or
he liked what they
found and will nest
there. We will keep
you updated.
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Deer Wood Diaries

by Lisa Pugh
& Marc Biddle

Winter 2017: Hibernation in
Winter? Not for us Woodlanders.

W

e get asked all sorts of
questions when people
hear we own and manage
a woodland. The one that
crops up most frequently at
this particular time of year
is, “What do you do in the
winter months, isn’t
that down time for
woodland folk?”
Many seem
surprised when we
tell them the list of
duties we have, not
just in terms of the
conservation work
we do, but also as
part of the Forestry
Commission
approved woodland
management plan,
as well as Marc’s
business, ‘Golden Oak’
(as a carpenter – builder/
landscaper).
This list includes:
Seed collection & stratifying– the trees we grow in
Deer Wood are from seed
collected in the wood and
we grow them on for 3 years
before they are ready to get
planted out or sold.
Coppicing – we harvest
certain multi-stemmed trees,
such as hazel, sweet chestnut
and willow, that are suitable
for a variety of uses, eg sweet
chestnut stakes for fencing.

8

Far from damaging the trees,
coppicing encourages vigorous new growth from the
same rootstock, thus making
this ancient system of woodland management highly
sustainable.

Pollarding – here we select
the larger diameter timber so
that some of the woodland
canopy is altered to create
safe areas and let in more
light to the nursery. When
done properly, pollarding
does not kill the tree but, due
to the greater size of the timber harvested (10cm upwards
in diameter), gives rise to a
turnover rate that is much
slower than with coppicing
(where stems are traditionally
1cm – 5cm in diameter).
When harvesting timber
most of the small sticks
(brash wood) are returned to
the environment to provide

habitat for a wide range
of woodland life: birds,
mammals and amphibians,
as well as a huge range of
invertebrates and fungi.
Ultimately, the brash wood
forms part of the rich
woodland humus, but
some of it also goes
towards our kindling
and material for
making bio-char. This
way the conscientious
woodlander becomes
an active and integral
hand of nature - part
of the woodland
cycle of life, death
and rebirth. This is
something that has
been very rewarding
for us to experience
first hand, throughout each
season, year on year, and lets
us appreciate just how much
appropriate human activity
can be beneficial to the
environment.
Thinning out /felling – we
have begun to remove some
of the sycamore and other
overpopulated species. Due
to many years of neglect,
Deer Wood, like many British woodlands, has become
predominated by sycamore
due to their fast and competitive growth.
Now is actually the time of
year when we cut and stack

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

smaller gauge cord wood
(up to 15cm in diameter in
lengths of 1-1½ m), which
will be used in the summer
for charcoal making. (Watch
out for future courses in
small and medium scale
charcoal making at Deer
Wood.)

Digging up bare rooted
trees for sale – One of the
most economic ways of
planting trees is to wait until
winter, when deciduous
trees are dormant (between
December and early March),
and purchase them in barerooted form. This means
they come straight from the
nursery without a pot. This
is the first year we are selling
our oak and sweet chestnut
trees; you may have seen the
posters around the Village
advertising them. All the
proceeds from tree sales are
ploughed straight back into
the The Deer Wood Trust.
Please contact Lisa at the
usual e-mail below if you
wish to buy any.
Milling – For the past ten
months we have been able
to give our timber milling
operations the attention they

deserve. At the moment
Marc mostly uses a very simple set up known as an ‘Alaskan mill,’ which has a large
chain saw as the cutting part
of the set up. This basic and
highly portable method of
milling enables one person to
process logs up to 6m long x
90cm wide, in just
about any location.
Not only has Marc
been able to mill
some of our own
harder-to-reach
logs, but also he is
now providing a
mobile saw-milling
service for clients in
the local area. This
winter has seen
the culmination
of two aspects of his work:
milling the timber and using
it in construction. He is currently building an oak framed
garage, using timber milled
on site at the client’s address,
as well as some of the windthrown oak milled from Deer
Wood.

Tree planting – We are
repopulating areas with more
desirable species, such as oak,
hazel and sweet chestnut,
and ensuring they are well

protected with sturdy tree
guards.
You may be aware that
Britain has one of the lowest
tree counts and almost the
sparsest forest cover in all
of Europe. Historically we
lost much of our forests to
the Navy’s ship building
industry and also to the
oak house-frame building
industry over the last few
hundred years. Although
there has been much effort
put into reforestation, much
of that until recently was in
the form of mono-culture
conifer plantations, which
inherently lack biodiversity.
Mono-culture plantations
of any kind, although easier
for harvesting mechanically,
are now proving to be
another man-made folly.
You are probably aware of
the appearance of the highly
contagious tree diseases that
spread like wild fire through
single species plantations,
such as the recent larch and
ash dieback epidemics.
Nature doesn’t
do monocultures.
We have observed
that nearly all
the healthiest
woodlands are
the ones that
have good natural
species diversity.
At Deer Wood
we are passionate
about propagating,
growing and
planting a wide variety of
trees to help restock and
revitalise woodlands with

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Cont. on page 11
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mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine, which is published
bi-monthly and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well
as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church circulation 470.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form.
Please contact David Stevens (davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk) for more information.
The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6 insertions (payable in advance):
Size
Whole page

AG Parish Resident
£
153

Non-resident
£
207

Half page

76.50

105

Quarter page

51

64.50

Eighth of page

36

51

Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

Too Much Whoosh and
Splish, Splosh

W

ell, what a wet and
windy winter this has
been and I don’t think that
we are out of the woods yet!
Hardly surprising therefore
that I have to report that we

Looking for a Place to Make a

Small Home
in (or near) Aveton Gifford
Do you have an unused or spare field, barn, garage or any other type
of land you might think about selling to a local family?
We are a young family with 2 daughters at AG Primary School who have been on
the search for an affordable, sustainable, ecological and small way to live in the
Parish. We are not looking for any specific size or type and we are not looking for
a place to build a huge and overbearing house, just a simple home that allows our
children to walk to school.
Please make our day and let us know if you think you may be able to help.

Thank you, The Daniels Hewis Family
Katie Daniels - 07816 372 017 or kedaniels@icloud.com
10
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did suffer some minor damage on a couple of plots, but
nothing as bad as we imagined it would be.
I doubt that anybody will
be doing too much on their
plots for a good few weeks
yet as the ground is still too
wet, so best to leave well
alone for a while. As always,
we think that it is important
to ‘get started’, but in truth
it is usually better to wait a
while as Nature does have a
way of catching up.
As reported in the last issue,
we have several vacant

Cont. from page 9
mixed and native species
(particularly deciduous) as
we can see that the great
abundance of fruit, nuts
and seeds provided by our
own trees offers a wonderful
potential for spreading the
legacy of Deer Wood’s
genetic diversity far beyond
its boundaries.
Planning workshops
and courses - ‘Building a
cob wattle & daub outdoor
oven’
Hands-on participation
is central to the ethos of
our courses and for the first
organised course of the year
we will be demonstrating

the construction of a wattle
and daub outdoor oven/
range cooker.
The workshops will run
over two Saturdays from
late February to early March
between 10am and 4pm;
the cost is £30 per day per
student, with a hot lunch
and drinks for everyone
included. Places are limited

plots which we are keen to
see occupied, so if you are
interested, or you know
somebody who might be,
then please get in touch.
Hopefully by the next issue
we will be fully occupied,
the weather will have
improved and the allotments starting to look productive again.
In the meantime, Happy
New Year to you all.
Jackie, Allotment Secretary,
01548 550110

to 6, which includes 1
concession place (student
or limited financial means
- contact Lisa for more
on this) only if all 5 other
places are filled. Booking by
payment for the full course
(2 days in total) needs to
be received before 10th
February to secure a place.
Dates to be confirmed.
Please contact Lisa via
e-mail at lisa.d.pugh@
gmail.com or message us
via ‘The Deer Wood Trust’
Facebook page for more
details and exact dates.
If you would like to
become a volunteer at The
Deer Wood Trust please
contact Lisa at the above
e-mail.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Fisherman’s Rest

I

01548
550284

f you weren’t at the Fisherman’s on New Year’s Eve, you missed
a real treat and are probably kicking yourself when people
recount to you the wonderful evening that was had by all. In an
inspirational moment, Athenia and Mark went for broke on their
travel budget and engaged Tommy Tee (he’s actually from the
further reaches of AG Parish, I’ve heard). Starting off gently, while
people were eating, Tommy eventually had the place rocking, with
people up and dancing, as he ran through his extraordinary repertoire. This included Beatles
and Elvis favourites, requests such as ‘Moon River’, as well as subtler classics from the Wurzels.
Apparently people are already booking for New Year’s Eve 2018 on the basis of the fun they
had in 2017.
Special events for February and March:
* Valentine’s Day, Wednesday February 14th, comes with a special menu: 2 courses for
£13.95, 3 courses for £16.95.
* Mother’s Day will be celebrated on Sunday March 11th with a special menu: 2 courses
for £12.50 or 3 courses for £15.95 (or a normal roast at £9.95).
* Wednesday February 14th will see St. Patrick’s Day, when there will be an Irish-themed
menu and another performance from Tommy Tee (see the account of NYE 2017, above).
* Easter Sunday, April 1st, will feature a roast lunch for £9.95; booking is advisable and
those doing so will receive a special Easter goodie bag.
Regular events:
* Quiz nights: on the third Thursday of the month - so, February 15th, March 15th
starting at 7:30pm, with the quiz itself at 8:00.
* Kingsbridge Jazz Club: on the first Tuesday of the month starting at 7:30pm: February
6th Grapelli Swing presented by Fret & Fiddle (Quartet drawing inspiration from the
small string bands of the 30’s and 40’s, and particularly Stéphane Grappelli); March 6th
Enrico Tomasso Quartet - Ticket ONLY please (an evening with one of the UK’s finest
trumpeters); April 3rd Slide by Slide (this unusual band has a front line of two trombones,
but what amazing trombones they are)
[Please note: Early Bird Dine & Jazz, with a special menu (choice of 3 mains - including
a vegetarian option - and 2 sweets) served between 6.00 and 6.30pm (booking essential,
which must be before 6 pm Monday please) and the ability to reserve seats in the Jazz
Cellar.
* Knit & Natter sessions: are now every Monday (rather than fortnightly), starting at
10:30am.
* Fish & Chips: eat in every Friday from 7:00pm; only £6.75. Or, if you prefer, takeaway
fish & chips available Monday to Saturday 7:00 to 9:00 and Sunday 7:00-8:30.
* Ukelele Group meets every Monday evening at 7.30 [numbers are growing, so come along
- it’s finger-pickin’ good]
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Other facilities (call anyone at the Pub to
make arrangements.)
* Skittle Alley: available for bookings;
minimum of 10 people at £1 per person
* Small Disco: including equipment and
facilities;
* Function Room: with space for 80
people and a separate bar area; ideal for
special events and informal parties
* Package for conferences: with a large
screen TV and a projector viewing room.
For the latest information: see the Fisherman’s website www.thefishermansrest.
co.uk or find us on Facebook.

A G Tr e e s
Arboricultural Services
14 years' experience in Tree Care.
We undertake all tree work operations
including:
Crown cleaning
Formative pruning
Crown thinning
● Crown lifting
● Crown reduction and reshaping
● Pollarding
● Tree felling
● Hedge trimming
● Clearing overgrown vegetation
● Brushwood chipping service
●
●
●

Written quotations or hourly rates.
Fully qualified and insured. Based in
the Kingsbridge area.

Tel: 07811 129 716
www.agtrees.co.uk
JAZZ AT THE
FISHERMAN’S
AVETON GIFFORD

“Kingsbridge Jazz Club at Aveton Gifford” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s
Rest on the first Tuesday of each month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has
become a unique venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the next couple of months are as follows:
6th February ~ Grapelli Swing presented by Fret & Fiddle
6th March ~ Enricco Tomasso Quartet(Ticket ONLY)
3rd April ~ Slide by Slide
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club/
www.facebook.com/kingsbridgejazzclub
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes by Rodney Bone
The Spoonbill

O

nly the second record for the River Avon. On Friday 17th November I heard a knock on
the front door; it was John Ashton who had seen and taken pictures of a Spoonbill flying
and on the mud by the first stakes. Eric saw it again on the 20th November and I managed to
find it on the 22nd November in South Efford Marsh. It was last seen on the 17th December.
My only other record for the Avon Estuary was
on the 22nd January in 1967. Spoonbills are similar in colour to the Little Egret but bigger and are
unmistakable due to their large spoon-shaped bill.
They were wiped out as a breeding bird in England in about 1668 due to hunting and land drainage. They then became scarce spring visitors to
England with occasional wintering birds on estuaries in the south west. By the late 1990’s there were
around 700 pairs breeding in Holland. In 1996 a
flock of 19 were at the RSPB’s Minsmere Reserve
in Suffolk; in 1998 a pair fledged two young in an
undisclosed location. Now a few pairs breed regularly in England and Scotland. In Devon they are
recorded mainly on the River Exe and Taw/    Torridge Estuaries.

We meet again
On the 14th December I was standing on the mud by the edge of the River when a Swan
swam towards me and then walked over the mud to where I was standing.
I noticed a large green ring on its leg saying 9A1; then, with my binoculars, I was able to
read a BTO ring that said WO 1522. These rings identified the the bird as one that had been
rescued after being found on the M5 Motorway and and taken into care. It was subsequently
released with 16 other Swans on the Avon Estuary on the 21st October 2001, aged 3 years,
which now makes it 19 years old - not bad for a Swan.

Winter Highlights (Rod Bone and Eric Wotton)
11 Nov: 120 Wigeon on South Efford
Marsh
17-19 Nov: 1 Cattle Egret, S. Efford Marsh
17 Nov - 17 Dec: 1 Spoonbill
19 Nov: 10 Dunlin
19 Nov: 32 Little Egrets at roost
19 Nov & still present: 1 Black Tailed

14

Godwit
30 Nov: first snowdrop in flower
2 Dec: 1 Black Swan
10 Dec: 1 Mediterranean Gull
10 Dec: 300 Canada Geese
31 Dec: 1 Firecrest
Dec: 3 Water Pipits on South Efford Marsh

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Rural Dean’s
Reflections

from the Reverend
Jackie Taylor

A

s the ancient
steps led us
down the side
of Mount Zion
to the Kidron
Valley, we
looked on the
very stones that
Jesus probably
walked on as He
made His way
with His disciples to the
Mount of Olives and the
Garden of Gethsemane. On
a wall at the top of the steps,
a frieze depicts their descent
down them; and nearby
there is another scene of
Jesus being dragged up the
same stone flight, after His
arrest, to the house of the
High Priest.
Even stones told stories in
their silent witness as words
in the Bible came alive in
unexpected ways for those
of us blessed with this time
on pilgrimage in the Holy
Land. It was a year ago this
month when we began the
season of Lent together
in the lands where Jesus
walked.
This year we step into
the season of Lent on 14th
February, Ash Wednesday,
which happens to be on the
same date as Valentine’s
Day. These two days resonate with people for different reasons, one Christian,
one secular, yet each with
love at the very centre of
them. On Valentine’s Day

we celebrate the love
we share in those special relationships in
our lives, while Ash
Wednesday and Lent
point us to the greatest act of love of all
time. We accompany
Jesus on a journey
that will lead Him to
the Cross. A journey
that is grounded in reality, that acknowledges the
worst in humanity,
its mess, its violence,
selfish ambition and
power and yet also
can be demonstrated
in the beauty, peace,
truth and love that
we see in Jesus. The

February Diary
Sun 4th
Sun 11th
Wed 14th

11 am
11 am

Sun 18th
Sun 25th

9pm
11am

love that took Him, God’s
own Son, to the Cross, so
that through Him we might
have life and receive the joy
of Easter.
Whether you choose to
celebrate Lent, Ash Wednesday, Valentine’s Day, or
all three, I hope that we
can all celebrate the gift of
love. We can remember and
give thanks to God for the
greatest gift of love
in His Son, Jesus
Christ, about whom
even the stones of
the Holy Land tell
stories in their silent
witness. How much
more can we?

Family Service
Holy Communion
Ash Wednesday: time/venue
TBA
Songs of Praise
Family Communion

March Diary
Sun 4th
Sun 11th

11 am
11am

Sun 18th
Sun 25th

11am
10.30am Procession from Fisherman’s Rest
Palm Sunday service in Church
11am

Thurs 29th
Fri 30th

Family Service
Mothering Sunday Family
Communion
Morning Prayer

Maundy Thursday: time/venue TBA

10.30am Procession from the Fisherman’s

Rest followed by service in church

Easter Sunday Family Communion
Sun 1st
11am
April
Services are subject to change, please see notices.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Need a lift to a medical appointment?
Call Modbury Health Centre on 01548 830666
Need a friend for support and
companionship?
Call Sheila on 07554997140 or email
modburycaring@gmail.com
We are there for you, covering Modbury,
and the outlying villages
We need you too!!!
Could you give your time to someone who needs support and companionship
or use your car to provide lifts?
Why not volunteer to be a befriender (call
07554997140) or
a driver (call Michael on 01548810520)
Our help is free but we do need funding
Why not join the Friends of Modbury Caring
and help us?
Application forms available in the Health Centre

www.bouncyjimshire.uk
info@bouncyjimshire.uk
01548 550886
07568080200
Fully Insured up to
£5 million pl.
10% discount to any
resident of Aveton
Gifford Quote ref
MAGAG!
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Need help with personal admin?
Surrounded by piles of paper and other clutter
and don’t know where to start?
Call Diana Pring
for a FREE initial consultation

All Sorted!

01548 511125 · www.allsorted.org.uk

T: 01548 854313
E:info@fine-shine.com
W:www.fine-shine.com
Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive,
Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1SF

Bigbury Golf Club
welcome Liz and Howard Turner
The Dinner Service.com @ the 19th
as their new caterers from 1st Feb
Sunday lunch a speciality
Golf themed menu throughout the week
Please book your table direct with the restaurant on 01548
810557 option 3.
Main course @ £8.95 – desserts £3.95
Large groups can be accommodated

• Carpets, Upholstery &
Rug Cleaning
• Stain & Odour Removal
• Car-Boat-Caravan
Wash & Valet
• Gutter Vacuum
• Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
• All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
• Window Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

FLETE
GARDENS

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance
Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435
Answers to the Spot the Difference
on Page 6

Social Memberships available at just £16.00
18
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TALKING SHOP

New Shop Proprietor & Post Mistress

As you probably know, Dinah Ashton is retiring from
the Village Shop at the end of March after 5 years in the
saddle.
The Village Shop Committee are delighted to announce
that they have appointed Andrea Catling to take over
from Dinah at the beginning of April.
Andrea is the ideal person as she has many years of experience
in both retail and catering. She hails from Loddiswell and is really looking forward
to the new challenge and meeting you all in the very near future. She plans to
continue with the fantastic work Dinah has done and wishes her a very happy
retirement.
The Shop Committee in turn wish Andrea every success and hope that you will
all give her a big welcome and your full support, as you have done to Dinah.
Valentine’s Day, Wednesday 14th February
Kerryn at Bunns ‘n’ Crumbs is creating gift wrapped heart-shaped tartlets for us and what about a bottle of prosecco to go with them?
We also have cards, wrapping paper and boxes of chocolates everything to make the day special. You can order now.
Mother’s Day, Sunday 11th March
Another special day to be celebrated and Bunns ‘n’ Crumbs
will be baking some delicious individual cakes for the occasion.
In addition we have a wide range of wines for that special Sunday lunch;
and of course we will have boxes of chocolates, cards and wrapping paper.
By the way, all Bunns ‘n’ Crumbs creations are perfect for vegetarians.
If you have not been in the Shop – why not?
It is well worth a visit!
You will get a warm welcome and will be surprised at what is there!
EASTER OPENING TIMES
Good Friday - 8.30 to 1.00 o’clock * Saturday - 8.30 to 3.00
o’clock
Easter Sunday - closed all day * Easter Monday - 8.30 to 1.00
Normal Opening Hours:
o’clock

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday-: 8am - 6pm; Monday & Thursday: 8am -1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 1pm
The shop is closed for lunch Monday and Thursday between 1pm & 2pm

Contact us on: Tel 01548 550996 Email: john@artashton.co.uk
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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