the

mAGpie
Published for the
residents of Aveton
Gifford with the
support of Aveton
Gifford Parish
Council

Ice Age Descends on South Hams

- an account from front line correspondent
John Ashton

T

Contribution
Coordinators

Delia Elliott
01548 550298
Pippa Unwin
Sue May
David Stevens

Proof Reading

David Stevens

Magazine Production

Pippa Unwin & Amy Clayton
01548 550682

Please send any
article submissions
to our mAGpie email
address:

.

Magpie illustration by Barbara Anstey

mAGpie.inbox@gmail.com
Articles for issue number
116 must be submitted by
the 10th May 2018

Issue no 115
Apr/May 2018

he unexpected arrival of two
days’ winter weather (in the
middle of winter) caused utter
chaos in Aveton Gifford.
A deluge of nearly two inches
of snow brought major routes
grinding to a standstill and
wiped out all technical means of
communication. Shop shelves were
stripped bare as local residents
rushed to fill their freezers with
emergency supplies of ground
coriander and viciously fought
over the last few bags of Haribo dolly mixtures.
In the real world, Dinah kept the Shop going with only a few
minor glitches in supply, while local farmers used tractors and
quad-bikes to maintain supplies. Meanwhile, Tesco was wiped
out.
It was a great opportunity for photographers: just don a bit
of ski-kit, wrap the camera in a plastic bag and off you go !
What the photos can’t show
was the bitter strength of the
Siberian wind that accompanied
this wonderful whiteness.
However these conditions
did produce an influx of birds
seeking shelter and it was a
joy to see flocks of Redwings,
Fieldfares and Starlings
suddenly exploding from hidden
sanctuaries along the riverside.
One of the more convivial
aspects of this freeze was the communal spirit which prevailed.
It’s funny how shared tribulations tend to draw us closer
together .... and the blooming kids love it !
How on earth do they manage in Scotland ?
[Photos contributed by John Ashton and Pippa Unwin]
Deadline for copy for next issue: 10th May 2018

AG FILM FEST 2018

Please get your films
to us by the end of
April. Email them to
us at surfhamsfc@
gmail.com. You can
use WeTransfer
or Dropbox if you
like, or give them to
Stephen, Greg or Jim.
Tickets for the Film
Festival itself on
May 12th will be on
sale from the second
week of April from
the Shop - £4 grownups, £1 children, with
film-makers free.
Bring a bottle and
your popcorn of
choice to the Memorial Hall at 19:30.

Good Works in
the Snow

A big thank you to John
Reid and Peter Smith for
working so hard during
our mini Ice-Age to keep
the roads and footpaths
gritted. Unfortunately,
although the salt spreader
works very well, the salt
had got wet in storage and
bunged up the machine,
so Peter and John ended
up shovelling it all by hand
from a wheelbarrow.
Thanks also David DavisBerry, who helped them,
and other kind souls who
helped out in 4x4s and on
Quad bikes with deliveries
and rescuing people!

Project Group News

T

he publication of GROVE PARK STORIES, A Memoir, by JOCELYN PONTING
will be available shortly. This is a collection of Jo’s writings first published in mAGpie,
together with tributes and memories from friends. We have also included several lovely
photographs and hope that this little book will serve as a suitable memory of a much missed
Group member.

This year the Group’s display at the church fete will be a reflection on its work over
the years with displays of photographs and written information about many aspects
of the Parish. In the autumn there will be a further detailed exhibition to mark the
centenary of the end of WW1.

Membership of the Group has dwindled over the past few years, reflecting our ageing membership, and we no longer have regular meetings, but research and the collection of memories
continues. If you have an interest in your Parish’s history, or the history of your home, please
come and join us. Our next publication will be the long awaited AG Cookery book; it has been
very difficult to acquire recipes from the younger members of the Parish but I want the recipes
to reflect the whole community. So, please contact me, young mums! A good pasta bake recipe
would be very acceptable (deliaelliott@doctors.org.uk)
Please look at our website.www.ag-project.co.uk

Stephanie Maclean-MacTaggart

It is with great sadness that we report the death of Steph Maclean-MacTaggart on
1st March 2018.
As well as her work as a vet, she had been very involved in Village life as a Parish
Councillor, campaigning particularly for younger members of the parish.
Our sincere sympathies are with Niamh and Nic.
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APRIL/MAY Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.

APRIL DIARY
Wednesday 4th
Monday 7th
Thursday 12th

9.30-10.30am Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting
7.30pm
WI - Film Evening (Jim Neal)

MAY DIARY
Wednesday 2nd
Saturday 12th
Monday 14th
Thursday 17th

9.30-10.30am Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
7.30pm
Aveton Gifford Film Festival Evening (see notice)
7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting - AGM
7.30pm
WI - AGM

REGULAR EVENTS
Mondays
3 - 4.30 pm
5.45 - 6.45pm
7 - 8 pm

Monday Club
Zumba (new session from February)
Table-Tennis Club -– All ages welcome
No class on first Monday of month.
Equipment provided. £1.50 per session
Tuesdays
4.30pm-5.30pm Pilates with Franny Morris (07590 506027)
5.45 - 6.45pm
Pilates with Franny Morris
7 pm - 8.30 pm Yoga Class with Stephen Harding - term time only
Wednesdays 6.45 - 7.45 pm Zumba class; £5 per session
Thursdays
9.15am-10.15pm Zumba class; £5 per session
Please note – Yoga breaks for holidays; kindly check with
instructor re Zumba & Pilates
PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE’ - PLEASE NOTE EXTRA SESSIONS ON
MONDAYS & THURSDAYS
{
9am - 12pm
Morning sessions
Monday - Friday {
12 - 1pm
Lunch Club
{
1 - 3.30 pm
Afternoon sessions
Mondays
•
•

9.45 - 11:45 am
Parents & Toddlers
Summer term begins Monday 16th April
School half term holiday: Monday 28th May – Friday 1st June

For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition
has gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/

More Zumba

Due to popular demand Hannah Winzer is now running a second evening
Zumba class on Mondays between 5.45 and 6.45pm in the Village Hall.
The price is still £5 a session; booking is advisable. Contact Hannah on 07454
003091, or check out her facebook page ‘fun fitness with hannah’; website hwinzer.
zumba.com; email hannah.funfitness@googlemail.com.
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Aveton
Gifford

School Report

Sport, African Drumming
and So Much More

I

t seems almost impossible
to think that we only
have a few weeks left of the
spring term, when only five
minutes ago we were getting
ready for our Christmas
celebrations!
The last two months
have seen our children take
part in a number of sporting
activities. Our keen netball
players in Years 5 and
6 secured a place in the
South Hams Hi 5 Netball
Area Finals that took place
on Monday 12th March.
They played really well and
came proudly 5th in a very
challenging tournament.

The children in Years
3 and 4 took part in the
South Hams Area Tennis
Tournament, hosted
by KCC at Quayside
Leisure Centre. They
were absolutely delighted
to finish in second place,
particularly as most of
them had not played tennis
before.
Over the next two weeks
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children from various year
groups will be taking part in
the Gym and Dance Festival
at Quayside Leisure Centre, a
skipping workshop, a tag rugby
tournament at KCC, and a
rugby tournament hosted here,
at Aveton Gifford Primary
School.
In February we were
delighted to welcome Mr Clive
‘Emazdad’ Hemsley to the
School to give a talk to the
children about the importance
of road safety. This was a
fantastic event for the children
to learn the rules of crossing the
road, especially as the School
is still recruiting for someone
to take the role of ‘School
Crossing Patrol’. We are
very grateful to Clive for
giving up his time to come
into School.
We were also very
lucky to have an African
drumming workshop come
into School on Wednesday
28th February to work
with the children in Years 3
and 4; the children got to see
the experts performing on the
drums and were able to have a
go themselves! We would like to
thank the company for coming
to us despite the treacherous
conditions and having to close
the School early.
On Thursday 8th March we
held ‘World Book Day’. The
children had the opportunity to

dress up as their favourite
book character, or in
pyjamas: they all looked
absolutely amazing. The
day was spent reading their
favourite books while the
children won prizes for
the best dressed. We look
forward to seeing what the
outfits will be next year!
As we write, the
children in Years 3 and
4 are currently practising

their annual Lion King
performance; this will be
performed in the Memorial
Hall on Wednesday 21st
and Thursday 22nd March
at 2.00pm and 6.00pm.
They have all been working
really hard on their
performance and we look
forward to seeing everyone.
The PTFA have been
very active this term
organising an Easter egg
hunt for the children on
Friday 23rd March after the
Easter Service at St. (cont...)

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Our New Vicar -

An Introduction from Rosie Warrilow

T

he Modbury Benefice has been most fortunate in
having a new Vicar appointed. After what turned
out to be a not too long period of interregnum after
the retirement of Rev Neil Barker, the Benefice is
proud to welcome Rev Matthew Rowland as its new
spiritual leader. Reverend Matthew was licensed as the
new Vicar in a most uplifting service at Modbury on
January 17th where representatives of all the churches,
as well as other local dignitaries, welcomed him. All
the hymns during the service were chosen by Rev.
Matthew.
Our new Vicar is married to Louise and the couple
have three young children: two daughters, Emily aged
8 and Isabel aged 6, and a baby son, Joshua, born in
November 2017. Both Emily and Isabel attend Modbury School.
Before moving to Modbury, Rev Matthew was a
curate at St Leonards Church, Exeter; while before he
heard God’s calling, he was a school teacher in a secondary school just outside of Bristol. His father’s family originated in Elburton, where his grandfather had
a market garden. Rev Matthew has made a wonderful
start as our new Vicar and we hope he will be happy with us here for many years. Welcome to
the Modbury Benefice, Rev. Matthew.
*********************************************
(cont...) Andrews Church. The service will be led by
the children in Years 2 and 3. In the summer term the
PTFA have organised a quiz and curry night at the
Hope and Anchor in Hope Cove on Friday 27th April;
everyone is welcome, with tickets available from the
School Office at £10.00 per ticket.
We start the summer term with a visit from the
RNLI Lifeguards and from a GB olympic athlete; the
children are all looking forward to these events and we
are already planning many more exciting things for the
children in the weeks to come.
If you would like to arrange a visit to the School,
please contact the School Office on 01548 550262;
the Office is open Monday to Friday from 8.30am to
4.00pm.
*********************************************

Village Flower,
Veg and Craft
Show

This summer’s Flower,
Veg and Craft show will
take place on Saturday 11th
August in the Village Hall.
There will be cream teas this
year as well as local crafts for
sale (contact Jenny Reynolds
for details on 01548 550091
or reynolds756@btinternet.
com).

Answers to crossword - Across: 1. Springtime, 5. Lamb, 8. Meltwater, 10. Warm, 11. Naturally, 13. Renew, 15.
Frolicking, 19. Crocus, 20. Buds, 21. Bunny, 22. Tweet, 25. Seeds, 26. Butterfly, 28. Meadow, 29. Cleaning.  Down: 1.
Showers, 2. Roaring, 3. Green, 4. Mew, 6. April, 7. Baby, 9. Titmouse, 12. Rainbow, 14. Eggs, 15. Fecund, 16. Inset, 17.
Grounded, 18. Blossom, 22. Total, 23. Ewe, 24. May, 27. Run.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Parish Puzzlers

by Pippa Unwin

Crossword with a Spring Theme
Across:
1. Vernal season (9)
5. Baby sheep (4)
8. Liquid formed by thawing
of snow or ice (9)
10. At a comfortably high
temperature (4)
11. Normally, unaffectedly
(9)
13. To begin again (5)
15. Leaping about like a 5
across (10)
19. Small yellow, purple or
white Spring flower (6)
20. Plant sprouts that will
develop into flowers or
leaves (4)
21. (Easter) rabbit (5)
22. A chirp on Twitter? (5)
25. Sown to produce new
growth (5)
26. Caterpillar’s alter ego (9)
28. Lea, grassy pasture (6)
29. Spring ………….  –
seasonal housekeeping (8)
Down:
1. 6 down ………… - Typical Spring weather! (7)
2. Gusty, noisy, strident (like a
lion?) (7)
3. The colour of new Spring
growth. (5)
4. Cat noise (3)
6. Foolish month? (5)
7. Newborn infant (4)
9. Old English name for com-

Answers on Page 5

mon garden bird (or rodent?) (8)
12. Will you find a pot of gold at
the end? (7)
14. At Easter, they are made of
chocolate (4)
15. Fertile, fruitful (6)
16.  …..-day: In-service training
day for teachers (5)

SOUP AND PUD THANKS

Many thanks to all who supported the Soup ’n Pud sessions
this year - 10th March was the last one for this season. It
has been a great place for meeting up with friends as well as
making new ones, while December was very good with live
music by Tom on his keyboard and a glass of sherry.
A big thankyou to the ladies who make the soup and puddings,
you have done a great job.
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17. Down to earth and reasonable
or having to stay at home because
you’ve been naughty (8)
18. Fruit tree flowers (7)
22. Entire, complete (5)
23. Mother sheep (3)
24. Might be a spring month (3)
27. Scamper, dash or gallop (3)

Tea Towel Plea
to Hall Users

If any users have taken Hall
tea towels home to wash
them could they please take
them back to the Hall or
give them to a committee
member. The tea towels all
seem to have disappeared !

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

News from the Hive

Getting Into Snow Business !

T

he teachers were very
excited when it started
to snow on the last day of
February during the Preschool day. The children
watched calmly whilst eating
their lunch as the adults

the children were witnessed
playing in the snow with
their families and being
pulled through the Village
on various household
objects.
So, they returned to Pre-

built a snowman and they
seemed disinterested when
it was announced it was
snowing again! However,
during a couple of days off,

school the following week
full of tales of snowmen,
sledging and snowball
fights. This is their first
experience of snow and

they now have wonderful
memories of the fun time
they had. The topic when
they returned was snow
yetis, and the stories and
activities, such as turning a
cardboard tube and white
fur fabric into a yeti, now
had great meaning.
Our bird cam is still very
active with a pair of blue tits
regularly visiting the box,
usually at about 9.30am. To
date they have been busily
removing the existing moss
from the box, presumably
making space for their own
nesting materials to come.
On March 8th the
children dressed up as book
characters for World Book
Day and raised £16 for
Book Aid International,
having a great time as you
can see in the photo.

An Appeal from Saltstone Caring by Julie Best-Clark
Saltstone Caring is a befriending charity based in Kingsbridge which provides support to
lonely and isolated people within the local parishes of Kingsbridge and its surrounding
villages. We usually offer 2 hours per week for each person, either taking them out of
their home for a cuppa and a chat, or sitting with them at home alleviating the loneliness
that so many are experiencing. We also have volunteers who will assist with shopping,
either long-term, or for specific events such as hospital discharge
We are urgently in need of more volunteers. We currently have over 80 but, with
more referrals always coming in, there is an ongoing need for more volunteers to come
forward. Not only do our clients benefit from this work, but often our volunteers feed
back how much they themselves enjoy their visits and how empowering they find it to
be helping others. We of course reimburse any travel expenses incurred.
If you can help by giving some of your time, please contact Julie Best-Clark, Support Coordinator at Saltstone Caring, 01548 854588 julie@saltstonecaring.org.uk
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Deer Wood Diaries

by Lisa Pugh
& Marc Biddle

Late Winter 2018: Treading
Lightly & Weather Watching

T

he Dao of Deer Wood
We are very fortunate there are many advantages of
living a pared back lifestyle
in a native woodland so close
to the elements. One of our
simple blessings has been the
insights we have received into
the incredibly complex web
of life that is really seen only
in places where native plants
and wild animals are allowed
to flourish. In light of this we
have come to realise that in
Nature absolutely everything
is inextricably interconnected
– nothing is able to exist in
isolation of everything else.
If you pull on any one of
the interconnected cords
of Nature, just like a giant
cobweb, everything else will
jiggle… and this reminds
us to be mindful and tread
lightly with our activities,
locally and globally.

What has prompted this
philosophical introduction
to this months Deer Wood
diary? Something that halted
the whole of the country in
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its tracks at the beginning of
March this year - the show
stopping snowstorm. Holed
up in our woodland abode
next to the wood burner all
cosy and warm, we had time
to be reflective.
We had a number of
phone calls from family and
friends during this big freeze,
concerned about how we
were faring in our simple
off-grid dwelling. Yes, it
was very cold out there and
when you live in an isolated
location things can potentially
get quite tricky, if you are
not well prepared. We were
touched by these expressions
of genuine concern, which
made us feel loved and
supported, but we were able
to lay callers’ fears to rest and
let them know we were safe,
despite the extreme weather
conditions and howling
storm.
Comparisons to the
famous 1970’s TV series
“The Good Life’, always
abound. We often get teased
(rather unfairly - we reckon
our hairstyles and clothing
are far more acceptable)
about some of the similarities
of that show with the more
humorous and challenging
aspects of our own offgrid life style. Technology
has come a long way since
the dizzy days of Tom and

Barbara and their alternative
suburban idyll and some
of the aspects of being
unplugged from the mains
are a bit easier now.

Living the way we do,
viscerally aware of all the
elements, there is one
technology we are grateful
for: modern weather
forecasting (even though
it is not always reliable!).
When we knew the storm
was imminent we had a
few vital days in which to
prepare ahead with food
supplies, setting water aside
in large containers (our pipes
do freeze up), stocking up
with firewood and generally
battening down the hatches
so that we could ride out the
storm.
Although we had time to
prepare, like many people, we
were still caught out by the
extreme change that suddenly
descended upon us: we were
snowed in for a full 4 days.
Then it went as quickly as it
came, almost as if nothing

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

had happened. (Although
we still hadn’t ventured from
our woodland haven at that
point, we knew that the
Loddiswell road was still very
difficult to navigate past the
huge snow drifts.) In fact, as
this diary was being written
we had the doors open and
were enjoying a warm sunny
afternoon! We were thankful
that we hadn’t had to resort
to eating the bird seed (or
worse), but if it had gone on
much longer things would
have been very different for
us. Yes, we were lucky we still
had some leeks & cabbage
in the garden that we were
able to dig out from under
the snow and this kept us
going on day 3. However, if
extreme weather events like
this are a sign of things to
come in a world affected by
global warming, then we in
Deer Wood need to be even
more conscious of our interdependence on the rest of
society, particularly the food
chain; and plan our strategy
for emergency around this
insight…
We celebrated the
sunshine of day 5 with some
tree planting in the area

designated for the forest
garden; an array of fruit
and nut trees that will in
the future become one of
our sources of nutrition….

Tree Sales – More recent
milestone events to celebrate
have been the sales of our
first batches of bare rooted
trees from our woodland
nursery. We were delighted
to have some of the oak
and sweet chestnuts bought
by ‘The Friends of Haddon
Wood’, a project partially
funded by the Woodland
Trust, who have so far
planted an impressive
21,000 trees in 29 acres of

disused agricultural land
in Alhampton, Somerset.
(See photo of Lisa handing
over some of the trees to
Mr Gert Schley, a fellow
permaculturalist and an
inspiration to us both.)
Likewise, the brilliant
Devon Wildlife Trust (DWT),
who we work with as part
of the Avon Valley Project,
have just ordered some trees
from our nursery for a new
shelter belt planting around
a barn for a local landowner.
They are also restoring old
hedgerows on the same land,
which had been previously
badly overgrazed. By the time
you read this, our trees will
be safely planted out by the
DWT team of volunteers
supervised and with the
expert guidance of Mr. Craig
Dunton of Devon Habitats.
Deer Wood VolunteersIf you are interested in
conservation work and
would like to become a
volunteer at Deer Wood
then please e-mail Lisa at;
lisa.d.pugh@gmail.com or
visit our Facebook page ‘The
Deer Wood Trust’ for more
information.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

Spare a Thought For the
Slugs & Snails!

W

hat a shock the
snow brought to the
whole country, and thank
goodness we here in the
South West didn’t get the
second snowfall that they
had in the North! However,
although the weather is
forecast to improve, it has
undoubtedly set us back
with the early sowings we
would normally be making.
But it may not be all doom
and gloom – I have just
been reading an article on
the internet by a well known
TV gardener who says that

snow and ice can kill off
slugs and snails – music to
my ears!!
Although it is still too wet
to do any meaningful digging, a thorough tidy up will
also be an opportunity to
uncover hidden slugs and
snails. We must not forget
though that there may be
hedgehogs hibernating
beneath a pile of leaves and
any twigs which did not get
composted last year.
I have now put my seed
potatoes to chit in egg
boxes, but rather than leave

them in my very cold conservatory I have put them
on the window ledge in an
unheated bedroom. So at
least I feel that I have made
a start. But I’m sure that
before too long we will be
back on our plots, chatting
away to fellow allotmenteers and looking forward
to our first harvests, the
very harsh winter just a
memory.
Jackie, Allotment Secretary
[01548 550110]

mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine, which is published
bi-monthly and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well
as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church circulation 470.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form.
Please contact David Stevens (davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk) for more information.
The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6 insertions (payable in advance):
Size
Whole page

AG Parish Resident
£
153

Non-resident
£
207

Half page

76.50

105

Quarter page

51

64.50

Eighth of page

36

51

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Fisherman’s Rest

01548
550284

Special events for April and May:
* Easter Sunday, April 1st, will feature a special menu with 1
course for £9.95, 2 courses for £11.95, 3 courses for £13.95;
booking is advisable and those doing so will receive a special
Easter goodie bag.
Regular events:
* Quiz nights: on the third Thursday of the month - so, April
19th and May 17th starting at 7:30pm, with the quiz itself at 8:00.
* Kingsbridge Jazz Club: on the first Tuesday of the month starting at 7:30pm: April 3rd
Slide by Slide (this band has a front line of two trombones backed by a high-class rhythm
section and plays a diverse repertoire, from show songs and ballads to jazz of varying
styles and contemporary tunes); May 1st Storyville Jass Band (6 piece Trad. Jazz and New
Orleans Revival from Holland); June 5th Frog Island Jazz Band.
* [Please note: Early Bird Dine & Jazz, with a special menu (choice of 3 mains - including
a vegetarian option - and 2 sweets) served between 6.00 and 6.30pm (booking essential,
which must be before 6 pm Monday please) and the ability to reserve seats in the Jazz
Cellar.
* Knit & Natter sessions: are now every Monday rather than fortnightly, starting at
10:30am.
* Fish & Chips: eat in every Friday from 7:00pm; only £6.75. Or, if you prefer, takeaway
fish & chips available Monday to Saturday 7:00 to 9:00 and Sunday 7:00-8:30.
* Ukelele Group meets every Monday evening at 7.30
Other facilities (call anyone at the Pub to make arrangements.)
* Skittle Alley: available for bookings; minimum of 10 people at £1 per person
* Small Disco: including equipment and facilities;
* Function Room: with space for 80 people and a separate bar area; ideal for special
events and informal parties
* Package for conferences: with a large screen TV and a projector viewing room.
For the latest information: see the Fisherman’s website www.thefishermansrest.
co.uk or find us on Facebook.
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Looking for a Place to Make a

Small Home
in (or near) Aveton Gifford
Do you have an unused or spare field, barn, garage or any other type of land
you might think about selling to a local family?
We are a young family with 2 daughters at AG Primary School who have been on the
search for an affordable, sustainable, ecological and small way to live in the Parish. We are
not looking for any specific size or type and we are not looking for a place to build a huge
and overbearing house, just a simple home that allows our children to walk to school.
Please make our day and let us know if you think you may be able to help.

Thank you, The Daniels Hewis Family
Katie Daniels - 07816 372 017 or kedaniels@icloud.com

JAZZ AT THE
FISHERMAN’S
AVETON GIFFORD

“Kingsbridge Jazz Club at Aveton Gifford” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s
Rest on the first Tuesday of each month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has
become a unique venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the next couple of months are as follows:
3rd April ~ Slide by Slide
1st May ~ Storyville Jassband
5th June ~ Island Jazz Band
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club/
www.facebook.com/kingsbridgejazzclub
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes by Rodney Bone
The Spotted Flycatcher Study in
Aveton Gifford Parish

S

potted Flycatchers are one of our latest summer migrant arrivals, not normally seen until
late April or early May. Their numbers are declining extremely quickly in the UK, showing
a 38% fall since 1995 and 87% since the 1970’s. In South West England, although numbers are
greatly reduced, they are still relatively high compared to other parts of England.
I have been studying them in Aveton Gifford Parish since 2002, when I found 30 nests. The
RSPB were surprised at the high number and in 2004 asked if they could undertake a survey in
the Parish. With two RSPB officers present every day, they found, including second broods, 62
nests. When I continued my yearly counts in 2007, I found 34 nests. Since then the numbers
have rapidly declined and over the past 10 years 15 nests has been the highest number of nests
found.
In 2016 the RSPB decided to carry out another survey. They ringed the birds caught and
some were fitted with miniaturised tracking devices (geolocators). By recapturing the birds in
the following year they were able to show long distance movements and approximate locations
when they were stationary (ie migration stop-overs and wintering areas). Of the birds ringed
and tagged, several came back to the same site and even used the same nest.
The five birds tagged left AG in late August, spent 1-3 weeks in Spain and then flew west of
the Sierra Nevada at night before resting in Senegal for 3 weeks before going to The Congo /
Gabon / Equatorial Guinea / Angola, with the majority wintering in Angola, arriving in this
region by December.
In 2017 the survey continued with Irene in charge: 16 nests were found, most of the birds
were ringed and some fitted with geolocators.
The survey will continue this year with Malcolm Burgess leading the RSPB team; he will be
arriving on 9th May. As usual I will introduce him and his team to all the owners of properties
where Flycatchers are usually found. Many thanks for all your help.

Winter Highlights (Rod Bone and Eric Wotton)
17 Nov & still present: 1 Spoonbill on
SEM
11 Jan: 6 Common Sandpipers
14 Jan: 140 Lapwing on SEM
23 Jan: 2 Turnstones, Bantham
3 Feb: 150 Wigeon on SEM
9 Feb: 15 Siskins, 3 Redpoll
16 Feb: 1 Great Crested Grebe
17 Feb: a pair of Goosanders at Knap Mill
20 Feb: 39 lots of frog spawn on the marsh
at Knap Mill
18 Feb: 1 male Tufted Duck
19 Feb: 3 Heron’s nests and 24 Little Egrets
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at nest colony
26 Feb: 2 Roe Deer at Knap Mill
2 Mar: 3 Brambling
3 Mar: 36 Lapwing, 28 Golden Plover on
SEM
4 Mar: 2 drake Garganey ducks, 1 Green
Sandpiper on marsh above bridge
4 Mar: 8 Dunlin on SEM
6 Mar: 10 Shoveler Ducks + 5 Pintail
Ducks on the marsh above bridge
6 Mar: 430 Lapwing on SEM
6 Mar: 1 Black-tailed Godwit
SEM = South Efford Marsh
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The Minister’s
Review

by Michael Tagent

He Knows

A

ll the people who
had ever lived were
assembled before God’s
throne. They were sullen,
complaining and murmured,
‘Who does God think He is,
anyway?’ One of the groups
was composed of Jews
who had suffered in gas
chambers and concentration
camps: how could God
know their suffering?
Another group was slaves,
people who had suffered
pain and indignities at the
hands of cruel men: what
could God know about their
plight? There were long
lines of refugees, people
driven from their homes,
sick and suffering, each with
a complaint against God:
what could He know of
what these human beings
were forced to endure?
From each group a leader
was chosen and a commission appointed to draw
up the case against the
Almighty. Instead of God
judging them, they began
judging God; and the verdict was that God should be
sentenced to live on earth
as a human being, with no
safeguards to protect His
divinity. Let Him be born
a Jew, and born poor. Let

even the legitimacy of His
birth be suspect. Give Him
hard work to do and poverty that He might know the
pinch. Let Him be rejected
by His people; let Him be
betrayed by one of His
friends. Let Him be arrested
on false charges, tried
before a prejudiced jury and
convicted by a cowardly
judge. Let Him be aban-

doned by His friends and
see what it is to be terribly
alone. Let Him be tortured,
and then let Him die at the
hands of His enemies.
As each group announced
its sentence on God, roars
of approval went up. When
the last had finished, the
raucous noise had become
almost deafening. Everyone
turned towards the throne.
Suddenly, Heaven was filled
with a shocked penitent
silence, for where there had
been a throne, now could be
seen a cross.
God does indeed know
and, by the death and resurrection of Jesus, brings salvation, restoration and the
unbridled joy of heaven to
all who believe. That’s the
message of Easter.

April Diary
Sun 1st
Sun 8th
Sun 15th
Sun 22nd
Sun 29th

11 am
11 am
11 am
11 am
10.30am

Easter Sunday - Family Service
Communion by Extension
Matins
Family Communion
Team Service Ringmore

May Diary
11 am
Family Service
10.30am Ascension Day - Said
Communion at Modbury
Sun 13th
11am
Holy Communion
Whit Sunday Songs of Praise
Sun 20th
11 am
Family Communion
Sun 27th
11 am
Services are subject to change, please see notices.
Sun 6th
Thurs 10th
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15

16

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Did you know…

South Hams District Council
fund a loan scheme for
homeowners,
for essential home repairs
and improvements?*
For more information, visit
www.wrcic.org.uk,
call 01823 461099,
or
email enquiries@wrcic.org.uk
Your local, not for profit lender
working in partnership with
South Hams District Council
Wessex Resolutions CIC
Heatherton Park Studios,
Bradford on Tone,
Taunton, TA4 1EU
* Subject to Status

Need a lift to a medical appointment?
Call Modbury Health Centre on 01548 830666
Need a friend for support and
companionship?
Call Sheila on 07554997140 or email
modburycaring@gmail.com
We are there for you, covering Modbury,
and the outlying villages
We need you too!!!
Could you give your time to someone who needs support and companionship
or use your car to provide lifts?
Why not volunteer to be a befriender (call
07554997140) or
a driver (call Michael on 01548810520)
Our help is free but we do need funding
Why not join the Friends of Modbury Caring
and help us?
Application forms available in the Health Centre

A G Tr e e s
Arboricultural Services
14 years' experience in Tree Care.
We undertake all tree work operations
including:
Crown cleaning
Formative pruning
Crown thinning
● Crown lifting
● Crown reduction and reshaping
● Pollarding
● Tree felling
● Hedge trimming
● Clearing overgrown vegetation
● Brushwood chipping service
●
●
●

Written quotations or hourly rates.
Fully qualified and insured. Based in
the Kingsbridge area.

Tel: 07811 129 716
www.agtrees.co.uk
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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T: 01548 854313
E:info@fine-shine.com
W:www.fine-shine.com
Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive,
Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1SF

• Carpets, Upholstery &
Rug Cleaning
• Stain & Odour Removal
• Car-Boat-Caravan
Wash & Valet
• Gutter Vacuum
• Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
• All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
• Window Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

FLETE
GARDENS

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance
Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435

Mewstone
Masonry
Pippa Unwin
Sculpture, Stonecarving, Fireplaces,
Lettering, Architectural Restoration,
Carving Courses
Please call in at the workshop if you see the lights on!
Avon Bridge, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4NT
www.mewstonemasonry.co.uk
info@mewstonemasonry.co.uk Tel. 07811 489230
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TALKING SHOP
After 5 years of very successful management of our
wonderful Village Shop and Post Office, Dinah Ashton will
be retiring from duty on the 31st March.
We had hoped to have Dinah’s replacement safely installed
by this time but, unfortunately, this will not be the case. At
the 11th hour the replacement has had to pull out.
Luckily for the Village, the Shop is overseen by a dedicated
committee of local people who all have the best interests for the
future of the Shop at heart.
The Shop will continue to run in much the same way as it has for the past 5 years.
Miriam and Jackie will continue their part-time roles with their usual enthusiasm,
courtesy and professionalism. Supporting them will be additional staff, members of
the Shop Committee and a merry band of willing volunteers.
There may have to be some ‘tweaking’ of the Shop opening hours. Please see the
Village website and Facebook page for more details over the next few weeks.
Because of the change of circumstances the Committee is looking for …
- Additional part-time staff: 1 or 2 positions are available depending on
hours.
- Willing volunteers who would like to learn a few new skills whilst
working in a friendly and sociable environment.
If you are interested, please call Zoe on 559315 or send an email to
treecorner@outlook.com for more details.
TO ALL VILLAGERS & PARISHIONERS
Please continue to support our wonderful Village Shop and Post Office. It is such a
treasured asset and is there for us all.
EASTER OPENING TIMES
Good Friday - 8.30 to 1.00 o’clock * Saturday - 8.30 to 3.00 o’clock
Easter Sunday - closed all day * Easter Monday - 8.30 to 1.00 o’clock
Normal Opening Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday-: 8am - 6pm; Monday & Thursday: 8am -1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 1pm
The shop is closed for lunch Monday and Thursday between 1pm & 2pm

Contact us on: Tel 01548 550996 Email: treecorner@outlook.com
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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