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OUR DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
IS PUBLISHED!
It will influence planning decisions for Aveton Gifford for the next 15 years.
You can see copies at the Pub, the Church, the Shop and the Village Hall for
the next 6 weeks.
It is also on the Village website with a response form that can be filled out
on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk.
Any responses must be received by the 29th June,
so please be sure to have your say.
If you need a printed copy, please contact David on 550582 or print one
from the website.
NP Steering Group

NEW SHOP PROPRIETORS
Following Dinah’s recent retirement, the Aveton Gifford Community Shop and Post
Office Committee have appointed Peta Harper and Clive Stone to run the business.
Peta and Clive live locally in Ashford and know our area very well, having both been
brought up in Salcombe. Peta’s background is in Human Resources, most recently
working as HR Business Partner at TDA in Torquay; Clive is a Marine Engineer by trade
and currently looks after a large fishing boat in Salcombe. Both have previous retail
experience.
There are no big changes planned for the Shop and Miriam and Jackie will continue to
work there as before. Special thanks are due to Miriam for keeping the Shop and Post
Office running in the period following Dinah’s departure; she has worked long hours to
ensure everything still continues to run efficiently.
Peta and Clive take on the Shop from 1st June and in the meantime Peta is spending
time behind the counter to learn the ropes from both Miriam and Jackie.

A Note from Dinah …
I would like to say a big
‘THANK YOU’
for the kind thoughts, best wishes, cards and presents that so many people have
sent me on my retirement.
I had wonderful support from you all during my five years in the Shop and, without
you, the Shop would not be the success it is.
See you all around.
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JUNE/JULY Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.

JUNE DIARY
Monday 4th
Thursday 14th
Wednesday 27th
JULY DIARY
Monday 2nd
Thursday 12th
Saturday 14th

7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting
7.30pm
WI - Shackleton in Antarctica (Jackie Taylor)
9.30-10.30am Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
7.30pm
7.30pm
2 pm

Parish Council Meeting
WI - Teddy Bears’ Picnic
Summer Fete in aid of St Andrew’s Church, held
in Memorial Hall and Grounds. Traditional stalls
and Grand Prize Draw, BBQ, teas and ice creams,
children’s entertainer, pony rides, bouncy 		
castle and lots more!
Sunday 15th
11 am
St Andrew’s Church open air Songs of Praise
service in Memorial Hall Grounds – everyone
welcome, including four legged friends! 		
(on leads please)
Wednesday 25th 9.30-10.30am Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
REGULAR EVENTS
Mondays
3 - 4.30 pm
5.45 - 6.45pm
7 - 8 pm

Monday Club
Zumba
Table-Tennis Club -– All ages welcome
No class on first Monday of month.
Equipment provided. £1.50 per session
Tuesdays
4.30pm-5.30pm Pilates with Franny Morris (07590 506027)
5.45 - 6.45pm
Pilates with Franny Morris
7 pm - 8.30 pm Yoga Class with Stephen Harding - term time only
Wednesdays 6.45 - 7.45 pm Zumba
Thursdays
9.15am-10.15pm Zumba
Please note – Yoga breaks for holidays; kindly check with
instructor re Zumba & Pilates
PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE’ - PLEASE NOTE EXTRA SESSIONS ON
MONDAYS & THURSDAYS
{
9am - 12pm
Morning sessions
Monday - Friday {
12 - 1pm
Lunch Club
{
1 - 3.30 pm
Afternoon sessions
Mondays
9 - 11 am
Parents & Toddlers
For any enquiries re Hive sessions please contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920.

Summer Term ends Tuesday 24th July
For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition
has gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Aveton
Gifford

School Report

Summer Term 2018

W

e have had a very
busy start to the
Summer Term with various
trips and activities timetabled into our school
programme.
We started the Summer
Term by seeing Years 3
and 4 off to their annual
one night residential; this
year the children went to
Heatree in Manaton.
All the children had
a wonderful time
exploring the grounds
and participating in a
range of activities and
obstacle courses.
Four of the
children in Year 6
got to participate in
the ESSA Primary
School Swimming
Competition held at Milfield
on Monday 30th April. We
are pleased to announce
that we came 6th out of 9
schools and are so proud
of the children that took
part, especially as not all
of them have competed in
swimming events before.
We would like to say a big
‘thank you’ to both Mrs
Drew and Miss Drabwell
who organised the event
and gave up their time to go
with the children.
We have a range of
sporting activities upcoming
as we write, starting off
with a football tournament,
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rounders, cricket, rugby and
much more! We will also be
holding our annual Sports
Day on Thursday 21st June
(weather dependent).
The School has had
a number of visits from
external people and
organisations in the last
few weeks, including a GB
Athlete, representatives

from RNLI for a Beach
Safety talk and ‘Kids
Against Plastic’. We would
like to thank everyone
who has visited the School
recently to come and meet
the children.
On Tuesday 1st May
the whole School got to
take part in a beach clean
at Hope Cove; this was as
part of ‘Eco Week’ and
the School’s current topic
of ‘Plastic Pollution’. The
children took a coach to
Hope Cove, where they
were met by Crispin from
‘Waterborn’, who came
along to assist the children

in their beach clean. We
would like to say a huge
thank you to Crispin for
giving up his time to take
part in the beach clean.
The day was a great success
with the sun eventually
shining and lots of rubbish
and plastic being found; we
now believe it must be the
cleanest beach in the South
Hams!
In celebration of
the Royal Wedding
on the 17th May, we
held our very own
AG Royal Picnic.
The children all sat
in the sunshine on
the Village Green,
having their food
along with other
people from the
community who
joined us to celebrate the
marriage of Prince Harry
and Meghan.
In future weeks the
children in Years 2 and Year
6 will be completing their
SATS in School and the
Memorial Hall. We hope
you will join us in wishing
the children the best of luck
with these exams.
Then the children in
Years 5 & 6 will be heading
off to their residential
in July where they will
be going to Adventure
Okehampton for 4 nights
and the opportunity to take
part in a range
Cont. ...

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

Plotting for the Show

T

hank goodness the
weather has taken a
turn for the better! At
last, we have been able to
put in some serious work
on our plots. Some plotholders have even been
lucky enough to plant a few
rows of potatoes which
by now will need earthing
up; but for some the soil is
still far too wet to consider
planting.
It appears that, generally,
sowings this year are about
six weeks behind the normal, due to the wet and cold
winter, so we have a lot of
catching up to do. May,
...Cont.

of course, is the month to
begin sowing and planting
outdoors in earnest, but care
should still be taken with
tender young seedlings as
frost is still a possibility.
There are plenty of jobs
to be done this month:
weeding is a forever thing,
supports often need to be
put in place for beans and
peas and effort put into
regular thinning of seedlings
(assuming the slugs and
snails have left you some !).
We also have the Village
Show to prepare for, so we
are all hopeful that we shall
produce something to show.

Pretty soon our hard work
will be visible in the form
of rows and rows of vegetables and flowers. Then we
can sit back with a cup of
tea, give ourselves a pat on
the back and just enjoy our
plots.
We do still have a few plots
vacant, so if you are at all
interested in growing your
own, do give me a ring – I
would love to hear from
you.
Happy gardening everyone,
Jackie, Allotment Secretary
[01548 550110]

*********************************************

of activities including water sports.
The PTFA have been working hard, as always, creating new ways to raise money for the
School and recently organised a Quiz and Curry night at the Hope and Anchor in Hope Cove.
The evening was a great success with a brilliant turn out and a fantastic quiz written by parents
at our School. We offer a big ‘thank you’ to the PTFA for making the evening possible, as well
as a huge ‘thank you’ to Mr Chris Roberts for allowing us to use the Hope and Anchor for the
event and catering for everyone who came.
The PTFA are also organising ‘AG’s Got Talent’ on Friday 18th June and the AG
Community Summer Fete on Saturday 14th July at 2.00pm. We would love to see as many of
you there as possible.
We are still advertising for a Mealtime Assistant to join us Monday to Friday, 12.00pm
to 1.30pm, term times only. The role will include assisting children during their lunchtime
and undertaking playground duties. Experience is not essential as we will provide on the job
training. If you know anyone who would be perfect to fill this role please call 01548 550262 or
alternatively email admin@avetongifford.devon.sch.uk.
The School closes for the summer holiday on Tuesday 24th July with the autumn term
beginnning on Wednesday 5th September. Full details of our calendar of events can be found
on the School website at www.avetongiffordprimary.co.uk
Once again we would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who helps to support our
lovely Village School: the staff and children really do appreciate it.
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Parish Puzzlers

by Pippa Unwin

Wordsearch with a Village Theme

ALLOTMENTS
ASHFORD
AVETON GIFFORD
BAKERS
BRIDGE
CARSHOW

CHILLATON
CHURCH FETE
COMMUNITY
DEER
FISHERMANS REST
FOOTPATHS

GLEBELANDS
ICY
IDSTON
JAZZ
JUBILEE
LIXTON
MAGPIE
MEMORIAL HALL
PARSONS GREEN
PLAYPARK
PRIMARY SCHOOL
PULLEYS
RECTORY
LAWN
RIVER AVON
ROCK
SHOP
SOUTH EFFORD MARSH
ST ANDREWS CHURCH
STOCKS
SWIMMING POOL
TAVERNERS
TENNIS COURT
THE HIVE
TIDAL ROAD
TIMBERS
VILLAGE
WATERHEAD

CALL FOR A LOLLIPOP PERSON
We’ve been asked to mention the need for the recruitment of a lollipop person,
at the School gates in Aveton Gifford. The call comes from Hannah Winzer, our
Zumba instructor, who has two boys who attend the School and is really concerned about the potential danger when the kids have to cross the road. Since Joe
(the previous lollipop person) left there has been no-one to take on the role.
Hannah would do it if she wasn’t already having to get her own kids ready for
school in the morning. She points out that whoever takes on the role will get paid
and that all the details are to be found on the School website.
Speaking as a concerned parent, she is anxious to get the matter sorted and avoid
a serious accident.
The AGPC are asking parents not to park on the double yellow lines at
the junction near the school. It is illegal and dangerous and blocks traffic
and impedes visibility so that children cannot safely cross the road.
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The Village Stocks

A

nybody passing Tree
Corner recently may
have noticed that there is a
brand new and beautifully
made shelter housing our
stocks. They had previously
been removed from their
position at the School
entrance where they had
become hidden, and were
on display at last year’s
Church Fete where they
became a popular talking
point for the Project
Group’s stand.
It had been decided to place
them in a more prominent
place where they could
be displayed as a part of
our Parish heritage for
everyone to see, and this
has been a great example
of a community effort,
with many people coming

forward to help. Tim
Abrahall has stored them
safely for a couple of years
until a new site could be
found; Peter Smith project
managed and designed
the new shelter; the Parish
Project Group funded the
majority of the building
costs, with a smaller top-up
from the Parish Council;
Ed Tarr generously donated

the lovely oak timbers;
Ray Lancaster was equally
generous with ply, battens
& slates for the roof,
and the joinery was done
in his work shop where
Mike Pedrick meticulously
prepared and jointed the
timber.

A site was chosen on Tree
Corner where they could be
displayed to residents and
visitors alike but, before the
first post hole could be
dug with tools supplied by
Peter Javes, Ed Tarr lent
the most vital piece of kit
– a cable detection unit to
make sure exactly where
the underground telecom
and main power cables
ran! Ray Lancaster was in
charge of the build, but
had additional help from
David Davis Berry, Peter
Smith, and John Yeabsley,
while the descriptive plaque
for the stocks is being
refurbished by Pippa
Unwin.
It’s great to have them
back on public show again
and they look wonderful
in the new shelter;
moreover, now they are
facing Church Lane,

they’re almost in view from
where they were originally
used, at the entrance to
the churchyard by Court
Barton. The stocks weren’t
installed there permanently
though, but only taken
out when needed. Most of
the time they were kept in
store in a barn belonging
to one of the butchers in
the Village, whose shop
was at Endsleigh Place;
then, when required, they
were taken by horse and
cart for the offender to
receive his/her punishment.
That’s probably why our
stocks have lasted so
well, as they weren’t kept
out in the open. They
were given a thorough
preservative treatment by
the Cookworthy Museum
several years ago and, since
then, John Reid has looked
after them for us, so they
are still in a reasonable
condition. We hope that
with this beautiful new
shelter they will continue
to be a feature of our
Village now for years to
come – and many thanks to
everybody who has played
a part in preserving them
for us.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Deer Wood Diaries

by Lisa Pugh
& Marc Biddle

Late Spring 2018: Bluebell
Abundance & a Visit from the Beeb
It seems we were in the
limelight this month – an
unexpected sequence of
events that led to not one
but two totally unrelated
journalistic enquiries - for
two completely different
reasons.

The first came about
from a serendipitous meeting with a ‘friend of a
friend’ who then came to
visit the Wood, where he
and Lisa talked about the
health benefits of living
close to nature. This was
given further relevance
by the fact that Lisa has
overcome a serious health
condition, which now, after
several years recuperating,
has resulted in her having
more strength and vitality
than she ever had before.
Our new friend then
asked if he could pass on
this fascinating recovery
story to an acquaintance
that owns a health magazine
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called ‘What the Doctors
Don’t Tell You’. Lisa
agreed (she had already
written up her recovery
story specifically to pass on
to others with the same,
or similar, conditions
when they asked how
she had accomplished
it). Three weeks went by,
then suddenly there was a
flurry of activity – a phone
call came from the editor
saying that they wanted
to cover Lisa’s recovery
in depth as it was of great
interest to them; then came
an interview, followed by
a day of video and photo
shooting - all in the space of
two weeks!
If you are interested to
find out the full story, Lisa
is featured in June’s edition
of ‘What the Doctors
Don’t Tell You’, which
can be found on sale at
various outlets, including
Healthwise in Kingsbridge
(and other reputable health
food stores). The video will
go up on the magazine’s
website and facebook page.
Then, a few days after
that video shoot, we
received an unrelated
e-mail from a reporter
at BBC Plymouth, who
lives in the Parish and
had read our Deer Wood
Diary in the latest issue

of ‘the mAGpie’ (no.115,
Treading Lightly & Weather
Watching). He had biked
past the wood a couple
of times last year and was
intrigued by what it was we
were doing there.
He came over that week
and we did an impromptu
piece ‘to camera’ (actually it
was a funky combo of his
i-phone on a gimble). He
asked us lots of questions
about how we came to be
living this way and what
events in our lives had led
us to this point. We were
keen to show him that it
actually takes dedicated
effort - heaps of hard work,
research and planning - to
be able to live this type
of off-grid lifestyle. We
emphasised that we have
a genuine passion and
belief in following one’s
dream - this is not just
a whimsical flash in the
pan. We are completely
committed to living in as
sustainable a manner as we
possibly can and also want
to be inclusive in ways that

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

benefit not just the local
community but also the
wider population, as well
as the environment - if we
can in any way help people
to connect with Nature
more deeply then we would
consider that to be our
ultimate goal.
His follow-up visit that
weekend coincided with
us opening the gates to the
local community to come
and see the bluebells (this
is the second year we have
done this), so he was able to
see us in action, preparing
to meet and greet.
If you wish to see it,
the video is on the BBC
website: http://www.bbc.
co.uk/news/uk-englanddevon-43967623
The Deer Wood Bluebell
Open Days went well. Even
though we are subject to the
constraints of the weather
for any outdoor event
(Saturday was a washout),
we had a wonderful day
on the Sunday, despite it
being a tad chilly. We met
lots of new faces who came
and enjoyed the sea of
blue flowers that flooded
through the Wood. The
visitors also tucked into
the wild food that Lisa had
prepared – Nettle Aloo (see
recipe in issue 110 – Wild
Food on the menu at Deer
Wood) plus a lovely fresh
Pennywort and Herb salad.
Both dishes were very well
received by all who sampled
them.
It was a full and busy
day, with good numbers
visiting the Wood and,

despite the slight nip in the
air, everyone was able to
keep warm by the open fire
long after they had finished
the bluebell walk, so they
could comfortably eat the
wild food and chat and find
out a bit more about what
we do here. We also took
the opportunity to do a bit
of research, by discussing
peoples’ ideas for future
events and the themes that
would be of most interest
to them - a community
orchard being one of those
that came up.

The main reason we
open the gates to the public
at this time of year is simple
– we want to share the
beauty of Deer Wood with
the community. Full native
bluebell woodlands are a
rare joy; Britain contains
about 50% of Europe’s
total bluebell population
and only 13% of Britain
has forest cover, of which
very little is native broadleaf
bluebell woodland. We
also want to promote the
conservation aspects of
what The Deer Wood
Trust is about and show
that, even though it is a
working woodland, we are

dedicated to conservation
and saving as many of the
plants that are disturbed
by our activities as we can
(such as by restoring the
rides/tracks). We have
also created glades through
the on-going process
of thinning the rather
rampant sycamores here.
This carefully managed
‘disturbance’ allows a
profusion of new growth in
the understorey, with plants
and seeds that have been
dormant for many years
bursting out and creating
diverse new habitats. It is
this kind of careful activity
that, if managed well, leads
to a flourishing woodland
environment which is a
fantastic home enabling
a vast diversity of trees,
plants, animals, birds and
insects to thrive.
It also allows us the
chance to meet new people
and get feedback about
our activities and plans;
plus being a really lovely
way to spend some time in
Nature when it is at its most
gloriously colourful - so
nourishing to all the senses.
‘Re-connecting People
with Nature’ is the tag line
for the Deer Wood Trust
and the key element for all
our charitable intentions
– to enable those who
may be lacking this type of
immersion in Nature the
chance to just ‘be’ in it. The
beneficial qualities of these
kinds of experiences are
well documented and are
beginning to be recognised

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Cont. on page 17
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An Invitation to
St. Andrew’s Church &
Primary School Fete
Saturday July 14th in the Rectory Garden
You are all invited to this special event - annual for St. Andrew’s, but this year with
the added attraction of the Village School’s contribution to the fun, games and general
entertainment.
Many traditional, and some new, stalls and games: pony rides, greasy pole, bat the
rat and face painting; a white elephant stall with craftware, books and CDs; the ever
popular tombola bottle stall; then there is the homemade cake stall - cakes galore, large
and small, and all made by our lovely local ladies, to take home or to eat at once.
The school is holding a silent auction and there will be various children’s competitions.
The children’s entertainer Emazdad and a bouncy castle will keep the little people
happy, not to mention the hoopla, the coconut shy and the ducks and chickens.
Refreshments will be served all afternoon in the Memorial Hall: cream teas, cakes,
small and large, and gallons of tea to revive you. (We thank the many Village ladies
who produce the cakes and scones in such generous quantities for both the teas and
the cake stall). There will be BBQ’d burgers and ice cream available with a strawberries
and cream stand in the garden.
The Aveton Village Parish Project Group will present a display of many interesting
photographs depicting the history of the Village and be on hand to answer questions.
This is always a popular and informative display which often leads to further viewing
in the Church.
Grand Raffle
The raffle is a major fund raiser for St. Andrew’s and there will be many valuable and
interesting prizes offered. The church has heavy financial duties, not least supporting
various charities, so please increase your chance of winning a prize by buying lots of
tickets and support our church at the same time.
First, second and third will be cash prizes of £60, £40 and £20; many local stores,
restaurants, companies and pubs will be donating generous tokens, ranging from
tickets to the night club Coast (over 18’s only) to days out at the family entertainment
centre, Woodlands Park .
The school will hold a silent auction, so please support the PTFA in their efforts to
raise extra funding during these times of educational ‘cutback’.
With such wonderful attractions we look forward to meeting and greeting many
friends, relations and visitors, enjoying this happy occasion, when our new Rector,
Reverend Matthew, officially opens the fete at 2.00pm on Saturday July 14th.
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Aveton Gifford
Village Show
Saturday 11th August 2018
in the Village Hall
Time Table for the Day
8.30-10.30		
10.30-2.00		
2.00			
			
			
4.00			
4.30			
5.00			

All entries to be staged - Prompt
Hall Closed / Judging
Hall open for viewing
Admission by donation
School children free
Presentation of prizes
Exhibits may be removed
Deadline for all exhibits to be removed

Refreshments will be available during the viewing period
Points for Challenge Trophy in each section to be awarded as follows: - First Prize: 5 points; Second Prize: 3 points; Third Prize: 1
point.
An exhibitor may submit no more than one entry per class.
Entry fees: 10p per class.
The winners of each section will receive a trophy.
All exhibits must be made or grown by the exhibitor.
Open to Parishioners of Aveton Gifford, plus children attending
Aveton Gifford School.
The Judges’ decision is final.
The Committee cannot be held responsible for damage to, or loss
of, any exhibit. Great care will be taken with all exhibits.
Additional entry forms available from the Village Shop

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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For your own convenience please make a note of the classes that you have entered by cir

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 2

Overall Best Exhibit – Vegetable 		

12

Overall Best Exhibit – Flower

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

red by circling the appropriate numbers:-

6 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Citizens Advice South Hams

C

itizens Advice South Hams is a local independent charity that is one of over 300 local
charities who together, as members of the National Citizens Advice Bureaux, make up the
largest advice provider in England and Wales.
The Citizens Advice service helps people to resolve their problems, providing free,
confidential, independent and impartial advice to everyone, informing them of their rights and
responsibilities. The goal is to help everyone find a way forward with whatever problem they
face. As an organisation it values diversity, promotes equality and challenges discrimination.
The issues that people can have cover debt, housing, homelessness, disability, benefit support,
employment, consumer problems and more. Last year, in the South Hams alone, the charity
helped over 4,300 residents resolve over 9,040 problems.
Citizens Advice watches for unfairness amongst the issues that clients present and campaigns
for change, influencing local and national policymakers and service providers. It is a major
champion for citizens’ and consumer rights.
It is also staffed mainly by trained volunteers and relies on donations and funding to
survive.
The local charity needs people to come forward as volunteers - as advisers, as
administrators, as fundraisers and to help with PR. The type and length of training provided
will depend on what role interests you. People from all walks of life volunteer, including those
who have retired, those who want to return to work and need current work experience, young
people wanting to add work experience to their CV’s and those who are looking for their next
direction in life.
To find out more contact volunteering@southhamscab.org.uk
It also needs people to help fundraise; the initial training for an advice volunteer costs
between £750 and £1000, with annual costs to then support that volunteer (supervision, quality
checks, office space and IT infrastructure, further training, travel) adding a further £2,500£3,000. Citizens Advice South Hams already has 45 volunteers and needs more. It needs
people to help raise funds, doing anything from cake bakes, pub quizzes to triathlons.
To find out more contact friends@southhamscab.org.uk
It needs donations so it can carry on with its vital work, whether by cheque made payable to
South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau and posted to Follaton House, Plymouth Rd, Totnes, TQ9
5NE, or by visiting its website southhamscab.org.uk
Thank you.
For advice call 03 444 111 444 or come along to one of the drop in sessions at Citizens
Advice, Follaton House, Monday – Thursday, between 10am – 1pm or 2pm – 4pm.
Citizens Advice South Hams is a Registered Charity, number 1091133.

14

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

The Outdoor Swimming Society’s
Bantham Swoosh Saturday 14th July 2018

T

he Outdoor Swimming Society’s Bantham Swoosh swimming event will be setting off from
Timbers Car Park on Saturday 14th July with the morning tide. Unlike previous years, there
will be only one swim this year, with all the 800 entrants taking part in that. The event is again
welcoming swimmers who are fundraising for the Aveton Gifford Community Outdoor Pool
and six generous volunteers have offered to raise money with their swim. (Further details of the
Swoosh and these fundraisers can be found on the Community Website’s Village Pool page,
while their fundraising progress can be followed on the Aveton Gifford Facebook page). Also,
this year, the Hive will raise money for the AG Preschool by putting up a stall to sell hot drinks
before the start.
400 swimmers will begin the day at Bantham Beach while another 400 swimmers will begin
the day by parking at the cricket field in Aveton Gifford.
As the swim falls on the same day as the Church Fete, the OSS has agreed to steward and
manage the event on the day without additional assistance this year from Parish volunteers.
Parking:
It will be necessary to cordon off some of the car parking spaces at the slipway end of Timbers Car Park from the day before the event to ensure that there is clear space for OSS officials
and swimmers as they enter the water. The OSS will make every effort to ensure no spectators
or swimmers park in the Village, or on nearby roads, to minimise disruption to residents. The
OSS will also ensure the event vacates Timbers Car Park by 10am after the swim, leaving it free
again for residents and visitors to the Church Fete that afternoon.
Other key facts:
• Some of the event parking will take place at the Old Cricket Field from 6am, with coaches
then dropping swimmers off at Timbers Car Park. The remainder of the participants will
be bussed up from Bantham as in previous years.
• Participants will again gather in the car parks and adjoining field until the swim begins.
• Swimmers will enter the water at Timbers Car Park between 7.40 and 8.20am
• These are the times (6am until 7.30am) to avoid the car park when coaches will be
dropping swimmers off via the A379 at the southern end of the Village. No event traffic
will enter the Village itself, nor will any swimmer or spectator traffic.
• Everyone is welcome to cheer the swimmers coming out of the water at the finish line on
Bantham Beach, where the swimmers are expected between 8.45 and 10.15am. However,
space limitations mean no spectators can be accommodated on the Timbers side at the
start of the swim this year.
• The beach road to Bantham will be closed for several twenty minute long periods so that
coaches can shuttle swimmers from Bantham to Aveton Gifford; these closures will take
place between 6am and 12.30pm.
Joining the swim or event:
• If you would like to join the OSS volunteer team for the event, then please contact Jamie
Cross at the OSS at jamiercross@gmail.com. Over 40 volunteers will join us this year
for jobs such as marshalling and staffing the warm up tent (medically trained volunteers
welcome) and the hot chocolate stand. All water safety will be done by paid professionals.
For more information on the event and The Outdoor Swimming Society see
www.outdoorswimmingsociety.com.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

15

Fisherman’s Rest

01548
550284

Special events for April and May:
* Rumours have been heard of a potential visit on Wednesday
June 6th by local Morris Dancers (the same group who
came to the Fisherman’s a few months ago). In keeping with
their mysterious traditions, the visit has not been confirmed
at the time of going to press; those interested should
therefore please phone the Pub near the date or keep an eye
on its Facebook page.
* Key matches of the 2018 World Cup (June 14th - July 15th) will be screened and, should
‘our lads’ progress beyond the group stages, there is even a chance that the big telly will
be brought into use [not much risk there then - Ed !] - again please check nearer the dates.
Regular events:
* Quiz nights: on the third Thursday of the month - so, June 21st and July 19th starting at
7:30pm, with the quiz itself at 8:00.
* Kingsbridge Jazz Club: on the first Tuesday of the month starting at 7:30pm: June 5th
Frog Island Jazz Band (an Essex-based trad jazz band featuring Classic New Orleans Jazz
of the twenties and early thirties); July 3rd Millennium Eagle Jazz Band (a healthy mixture
of youth and experience that together form one of the UK’s finest jazz bands who create
a great atmosphere and are loved by Venture Away fans all over the UK); August 7th Dart
Valley Stompers.
[Please note: Early Bird Dine & Jazz, with a special menu (choice of 3 mains - including a vegetarian option - and 2 sweets) served between 6.00 and 6.30pm (booking essential, which must
be before 6 pm Monday please) and the ability to reserve seats in the Jazz Cellar.
Knit & Natter: natter for England, with lots of coffee; sessions are now every Monday rather
than fortnightly, starting at 10:30am.
* Fish & Chips: eat in every Friday from 7:00pm; only £6.75. Or, if you prefer, takeaway
fish & chips available Monday to Saturday 7:00 to 9:00 and Sunday 7:00-8:30.
* The Ukelele Group meets every Monday evening at 7.30
Other facilities (call anyone at the Pub to make arrangements.)
* Skittle Alley: available for bookings; minimum of 10 people at £1 per person
* Small Disco: including equipment and facilities;
* Function Room: with space for 80 people and a separate bar area; ideal for special
events and informal parties
* Package for conferences: with a large screen TV and a projector viewing room.

For the latest information: see the Fisherman’s website www.thefishermansrest.
co.uk or find us on Facebook.
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Cont. from page 9

as an essential ingredient
in combatting some of
the more detrimental
effects that modern living
can have on us.
The other great news
we have this month
is that, via donation
and tree sales, we have
raised enough funds
to complete a second
raised propagation table.
(See picture of Andy
Hawken - a Deer Wood
regular visitor and general
handy-bloke.) This came
just in the nick of time to
protect the latest crop of
nuts, seeds and fruits that
were collected last autumn,
which have now germinated
and are just starting to
sprout with gusto. The

hungry squirrels have been
trying to break into the
first ‘Fort Knox’ cage and
their gnaw marks on some
of the robust wooden
framework is testament to
their frustration at not being
able to access the feast
within. This is indeed proof
that this extreme form of
protecting our little trees
does work, which is a relief,

to say the least.
Humans 1 Squirrels….
Well, let’s say from past
experience we don’t want
to talk about that!
Finally, the summer
months are upon us
and it’s a wonderful
time of year to come
and volunteer: there is
so much going on and
there is so much that we
would be most grateful to
have assistance with, in
whatever capacity you feel
you can offer it, if you are
interested.
So, do contact Lisa at the
usual e-mail: lisa.d.pugh@
gmail.com or visit The Deer
Wood Trust facebook page
for up to date information
on events.

JAZZ AT THE
FISHERMAN’S
AVETON GIFFORD

“Kingsbridge Jazz Club at Aveton Gifford” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s
Rest on the first Tuesday of each month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has
become a unique venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the next couple of months are as follows:
5th June ~ Frog Island Jazz Band
3rd July ~ Millennium Eagle Jazz Band
7th August ~ Dart Valley Stompers
www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club/
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes by Rodney Bone
Spring Migrant Arrival Dates

Owing to cold weather, spring arrival dates were late this year.

Sand Martin
Swallow
House Martin
Swift
Willow Warbler
White Throat
Sedge Warbler
Cuckoo
Spotted Flycatcher

2018

2017

Earliest Arrival

6 April
2 April
6 April
22 April
7 April
21 April
15 April
No record *
12 May

16 March
27 March
31 March
24 April
30 March
21 April
9 April
No record
8 May

14 March 2015
19 March 1972
27 March 2006
20 April 2011
24 March 1991
17 April 1977
9 April 2017
15 April 2011
27 April 2011

*One heard by Pete Marsh at Dukes Mill

Rookeries In and Just Outside the Parish

Harraton
Bablands
Venn
South Efford
Rectory, Ashford & Parsons Brook
Little Chillaton
Lixton
Stockadon
Primary School
Total

2018

2017

67
12
18
15
58
33
22
31
17
273

59
11
188
15
53
46
18
35
17
271

Spring Highlights (Rod Bone and Eric Wotton)
11 Mar: 1 Black-tailed Godwit
18 Mar & still present: 1 Spoonbill on
SEM
18 Mar: 1 male Black Redstart
18-20 Mar: 7 Pintail Ducks
18-24 Mar: 1 male Tufted Duck
18 Mar-3 Apr: 1 Green Sandpiper
21 Mar & still present: 1 Cetti’s Warbler
1 Apr: 6 Greenshank
6 Apr: 3 Goosanders at Knap Mill
18 Apr: 24 Shelduck on SEM

18

19 Apr: first Brimstone Butterfly
22 Apr: 1 Red Kite
28 Apr: 2 Peregrines on SEM
30 Apr: first Common Sandpiper back
1 May: 6 Dunlin in summer plumage on
SEM
1 May: 10 Whimbrel on SEM
1 May; 1 Black Swan end of Tidal Road
1 May; 1 Curlew Sandpiper on SEM
SEM = South Efford Marsh

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

The Minister’s
Review
by Joyce Howitt

Take Time Out

B

y the time you read
this, half the year will
have almost gone and
the longest day will be
approaching. As far as the
seasons are concerned,
this year the weather has
been rather topsy turvy,
ranging from being very
cold and snowy to very
warm within the space of a
few weeks; but spring has
eventually arrived, and with
it longer days, green leaves
and blossoms. Now our
thoughts turn to summer,
sunshine and, hopefully,
holidays.
Holidays allow us to go
places and do things we
enjoy doing without having to worry about work,
routines and schedules, so
that, ideally, having been
refreshed, we will be ready
for the hustle and bustle of
returning to work and our
other activities. Holidays
give us the opportunity to
relax in the way that suits
us best and we know that
we will feel the better for
it. But we live in a world
where busyness is the order
of the day, where it is often
assumed that doing something, no matter what, is
better than doing nothing,

even though we know that
constant activity, without
rest, can leave us overtired
and stressed where everything seems overwhelming
and more urgent than it
really is.
In the book of Genesis
we read that God took six
days to create the world and
rested on the seventh. It is
said that the ancient rabbis
used to teach that it was on
that day that God created
tranquility, peace, serenity
and repose, and that it was
then, and only then, that
creation was complete. The
Gospels show that Jesus
too would often make time
for Himself away from the
crowds who constantly followed Him around, eager
to listen to His teaching
and to witness His miracles.
Although He was always

ready to respond to anyone
who was in trouble, He
knew when it was time to
stop, to reflect, rest, pray
and spend time alone with
God. Then He would look
for a quiet place where He
could be on His own, for
He knew that the effectiveness of His ministry would
be reduced if He was physically, emotionally and spiritually exhausted.
Maybe Jesus’ example
could be a reminder to us
the next time that we are
rushing around trying to
cram as many things as
possible into a short space
of time. For we too need
to take time out from the
normal rhythms of life, to
rest and relax, and renew
our physical and spiritual
strength.

June Diary
Sun 3rd
Sun 10th
Sun 17th
Sun 24th

11 am
11 am
11 am
11 am

Family Service
Communion by Extension
Morning Prayer
Family Communion

July Diary
11 am
Sun 1st
Family Service
Sun 8th
11 am
Holy Communion
Sun 15th
11am
Open Air Songs of Praise
Family Communion
Sun 22nd
11 am
Sun 29th
10.30 am Team Service at Kingston
Services are subject to change, please see notices.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

19

20

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH,
AVETON GIFFORD
OPEN AIR SUMMER SONGS OF
PRAISE
on

RECTORY LAWNS
(if wet, in Memorial Hall)
on

SUNDAY 15th JULY
At

11.00 am
COME AND JOIN US AND SING
SOME FAVOURITE
HYMNS / SONGS
ALL VERY WELCOME

COFFEE / TEA IN THE MEMORIAL
HALL AFTER THE SERVICE

Need a lift to a medical appointment?
Call Modbury Health Centre on 01548 830666
Need a friend for support and
companionship?
Call Sheila on 07554997140 or email
modburycaring@gmail.com
We are there for you, covering Modbury,
and the outlying villages
We need you too!!!
Could you give your time to someone who needs support and companionship
or use your car to provide lifts?
Why not volunteer to be a befriender (call
07554997140) or
a driver (call Michael on 01548810520)
Our help is free but we do need funding
Why not join the Friends of Modbury Caring
and help us?
Application forms available in the Health Centre

A G Tr e e s
Arboricultural Services
14 years' experience in Tree Care.
We undertake all tree work operations
including:
Crown cleaning
Formative pruning
Crown thinning
● Crown lifting
● Crown reduction and reshaping
● Pollarding
● Tree felling
● Hedge trimming
● Clearing overgrown vegetation
● Brushwood chipping service
●
●
●

Written quotations or hourly rates.
Fully qualified and insured. Based in
the Kingsbridge area.

Tel: 07811 129 716
www.agtrees.co.uk
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine, which is published
bi-monthly and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well
as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church circulation 470.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form.
Please contact David Stevens (davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk) for more information.
The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6 insertions (payable in advance):
Size

22

Whole page

AG Parish Resident
£
153

Non-resident
£
207

Half page

76.50

105

Quarter page

51

64.50

Eighth of page

36

51

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

T: 01548 854313
E:info@fine-shine.com
W:www.fine-shine.com
Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive,
Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1SF

• Carpets, Upholstery &
Rug Cleaning
• Stain & Odour Removal
• Car-Boat-Caravan
Wash & Valet
• Gutter Vacuum
• Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
• All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
• Window Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

FLETE
GARDENS

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance
Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435

Mewstone
Masonry
Pippa Unwin
Sculpture, Stonecarving, Fireplaces,
Lettering, Architectural Restoration,
Carving Courses
Please call in at the workshop if you see the lights on!
Avon Bridge, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4NT
www.mewstonemasonry.co.uk
info@mewstonemasonry.co.uk Tel. 07811 489230

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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PETA & CLIVE TALKING SHOP
We look forward to meeting all our customers over the
next couple of months.
We are planning to introduce some new ideas:

• Providing tea and coffee at the table outside the Shop;
additional tables will be provided on the grassy area.
• Children’s (and adults’ !) sweets in a ‘pic and mix’ style
• A fish and shellfish service: Clive will supply fresh crab, lobster
and white fish from Salcombe - order on a Monday in the Shop
and have it delivered to your home, or collect from the Shop on Friday. Clive will
cook the crabs and lobster if you require this.

Better Weather - BBQ time! May - sunny weather, longer evenings.
Why not come to the Shop to get everything you need ? We sell instant disposable
BBQ’s, charcoal and, most importantly, burgers, sausages and other likely food
items.
Better Weather - ice cream time!
Ice cream, lollies and tubs of ice cream; pop in on a hot day to try one, or treat the
children after school.
Children’s Pic and Mix
A great selection of sweets: 200 grammes for £2.20. Come in and treat yourself!
Ladies’ Tights
A range of tights, holds and stockings, including a bridal range.
Home Delivery
If there is a demand for this we will introduce a home delivery service for the
basics - bread, milk, eggs, canned goods etc. If your spend is at least £10 we will
deliver for free. If your spend is under £10 a small charge of £1 per order will
apply.
We are really looking forward to continuing to supply the Village community and
will always give you outstanding service with a smile!
Shop Opening Hours:

From 1st June Shop opening hours will be from 8am to 6pm Monday to
Saturday and 9am to 1pm on Sundays.
Contact us on: Tel 01548 550996 Email: treecorner@outlook.com
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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