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AG Car Show

The 10th AG Classic Car Show was a triumph with record
crowds on a mainly dry and sunny Bank Holiday Monday.
Car exhibits topped 140, with even some cars having to be
turned away. The success of the show was due in large part to
the extreme hard work from the previous committee, namely
Tony and B Porter (founder of the show) and Tim and Heather
Abrahall, who, when handing over the baton, had made detailed
notes and an excellent template to follow.
AG residents, as always, helped with manning the gates, collecting money, and parking duties!
There was a fantastic silent auction and raffle and many
thanks are due to Pandora Worden for organising an amazing
collection of prizes! The monies raised will help the Hive with
much needed equipment, for both indoor and outdoor play...
The rest of the money raised this year (in excess of £6k) will
go towards local Village amenities, the community swimming
pool and tennis court.
Organisers Ian Stainton and Rick Clayton were delighted
with how well the day went, saying, ‘We are so lucky to have a
Village where so many people are happy to help and volunteer
on the day, it’s a true reflection of what a great community we
are lucky enough to live in.’
Bookings are already coming in for next year!!
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Small Village, Huge Talent - from Roving
Reporter John Ashton
The South Hams Arts Forum ARTS TRAIL 2018

I

was recently informed by
my dear wife that I will
be participating in this year’s
Arts Trail as one of 68
hapless artists who will be
throwing open their doors
to the unwashed masses.
Seriously though, I’m tickled
pink to be taking part as 10
artists from Aveton Gifford
are involved. This is highly
commendable considering
Modbury could only muster
one ! [There are also more
artists in AG who are not
members of SHAF]
We have several venues
around the Village from the
13th to the 28th of October,
all within easy walk of each
other: Caroline Barker’s
enchanting lino prints and
Susan Luker’s fabulous
ceramics will be in the
Stonecot Studio (opposite
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the Shop); Lucy Cassidy’s
elaborate framing and
Sarah Anslow’s subversive
imagery will be on show at
17 Icy Park; Claire Williams
will have her alluring coastal
scenes at 19 Glebeland.
Meanwhile, at Mewstone
Masonry, on the Bridge,
Pippa Unwin will be only
too happy to show you
you her sui generis stone

sculptures. The rest of
us will be in the function
room of the Fisherman’s
Rest where Kim Watkins
will show off her delightful
collages, Sarah Harcus
will bring some evocative
landscapes and Jane Parrish
will captivate you with her
exquisite photography; I will
add a few wildlife paintings
to the mix.
I hope hordes of
people will venture
out to meet us ... just
follow the yellow
arrows. We promise
you a warm welcome
(oh, and please bring
your wallets along as I
have a retired wife and
a significant bar-bill to
look after).
Editorial note: similar
requests have not been
received from the other,
more circumspect, members
of the artistic community,
but ….

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Ken Doughty
During the preparation of this issue we were told
the sad news of the passing of Ken Doughty.
Ken, alongside and with the support of his wife
Pat, contributed enormously to making Aveton
Gifford the vital and vibrant place that it is today.
He served as clerk to the Parish Council during a
period of major development of community amenities; was instrumental in the setting up of the Parish
Project Group, writing or contributing to several
of their publications that document our heritage;
he was closely involved in the starting of mAGpie
and was a regular contributor via his “Know Your
Parish” articles; he also contributed in numerous
other ways that will no doubt be described in a
future issue of this magazine. In the meantime, we
acknowledge and thank Ken for his service to the
community and offer our sincerest condolences to
Pat and their family.

Village Calendar
The shop is now selling the 2019
Aveton Gifford Calendar at a price
of only £6.00 with fabulous photos
showing the Village ‘then and now’.
All profits go to the maintenance
of the Shop and Post Office.

in Aveton Gifford Memorial Hall
on Saturday 1st December 4 – 5.45 pm
ages 5-11 (Primary school age)
Making decorations, cooking and Christmas
story
- - #- - - #- - - #- - - #- - - #- - - #- - - #- - - #- - - #- - - #- Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Phone no . . . . . . . . . . .

I enclose £1 per child donation
Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .
Please return booking form asap to
Caroline Barker
(550730)
Stonecot, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford

He sang to a small guitar;
Linocut by Caroline Barker

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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OCTOBER/NOVEMBER Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
OCTOBER DIARY
Monday 1st
7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting
Thursday 11th
7.30pm
WI - Bonnie’s 300 Mile Walkies (with translation
support from Pippa Unwin)
Saturday 13th
12-2.00pm ‘Soup and Pud’ lunch, £5 pp, raising funds for the
Hall.
Wednesday 17th 9.30-10.30
Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
NOVEMBER DIARY
Monday 5th
7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting
Thursday 8th
7.30pm
WI - Christmas Crafts (Maggie Skeates & Meg
Brett)
Saturday 10th
12-2.00pm ‘Soup and Pud’ lunch, £5 pp, raising funds for the
Hall.
Wednesday 14th 9.30-10.30 Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
Saturday 17th
TBA
School Christmas Fayre (please see article for
details)
SATURDAY 1st DECEMBER 4-5.45pm AG Christmas Craft Workshop for
children; for further details please see notice in this
mAGpie.
REGULAR EVENTS
Mondays
3 - 4.30 pm
Monday Club
5.45 - 6.45pm
Zumba
7 - 8 pm
Table-Tennis Club -– All ages welcome
No class on first Monday of month.
Equipment provided. £1.50 per session
Tuesdays
4.30pm-5.30pm Pilates with Franny Morris (07590 506027)
5.45 - 6.45pm
Pilates with Franny Morris
7 pm - 8.30 pm Yoga Class with Stephen Harding - term time only
Wednesdays 6.45 - 7.45 pm Zumba
Thursdays
9.15am-10.15pm Zumba
Please note – Yoga breaks for holidays. Please check with
instructors re Zumba & Pilates
PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE’ - PLEASE NOTE EXTRA SESSIONS ON
MONDAYS & THURSDAYS
{
9am - 12pm
Morning sessions
Monday - Friday {
12 - 1pm
Lunch Club
{
1 - 3.30 pm
Afternoon sessions
Mondays
9 - 11 am
Parents & Toddlers

For any enquiries re Hive sessions please contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920.
Half Term Holiday – Mon 22nd Oct to Mon 29th; back to school on Tues 30th.
For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition has
gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
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Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

Bedtime

W

hat an up and down
year this has been!
Not surprisingly, things got
off to a late and very slow
start, however, we were still
able to produce a variety of
fruit and vegetables for the
Village Show, with some of
our members winning well
deserved prizes.
We are now picking the
last of the courgettes and
runner beans, but the Swiss
chard and curly kale are
still growing well and the
leeks are also looking good,
while, of course, those of us
fortunate enough to have a
polytunnel can look forward
to an extended growing

season.
Most of us though are
now ‘putting things to bed’
by covering in carpet or
thick cardboard those areas
of the plot which are now
empty. Now is also the time
of course to sit back with
the seed catalogues and plan
for next year.
We still have some plots
available to rent and would
love to
welcome
new
members, so
please give
me a call if
you have
ever thought

about having an allotment.
Happy gardening
everybody,
Jackie, Allotment
Secretary [01548 550110]

Aveton Gifford in WW1 - The Project Group
Pays Tribute

S

t Andrew’s annual
Service of Remembrance
and tribute to the fallen
takes place as normal this
year at at 10.45 on 11th
November. This year’s
commemmoration will
be the Centenary of the
Armistice signed by the
Allies and Germany to mark
the cessation of hostilities in
the First World War, which
took effect from 11.00 am
on the 11th November
1918.
The marble Roll of
Honour plaque in the

church porch gives the
names of 96 people from
this Parish who served in
some capacity during the
War, and this includes
at least one woman who
served as a nurse. We now
know that there were others
who also served, whose
names are not recorded
here, and that 18 men lost
their lives as a direct result
of their war service. With
the kind permission of Rev.
Matthew and the PCC,
the Project Group will lay
out a display in the Lady

Chapel to commemorate
the Parish in WW1 and all
of these men and women,
with records and photos
of many of them, their
families and their lives
here. The display will run
from the week before
Remembrance Sunday and
continue for two weeks
afterwards. The Church is
always open for visitors, so
anyone wishing to see the
display or to spend time
remembering their families
will be most welcome.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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News from the Hive

The Return

We have come back this
autumn to a lovely bright,
clean Hive with a newly
varnished floor. Many
thanks also to everybody
including the parents who
helped to wash some toys
at the end of last term. In
addition we now have a
new sand pit, built over
the holidays – at the time
of writing we are just
waiting for the sand to
be delivered!
Our garden has
continued to grow while
we have been away and
now the apple trees are
covered with fruit, the
pumpkins are round and
plump and the turnips
are popping up above
the soil. The tomatoes
and cucumbers are over,
as are the sunflowers,
but we still have some

nasturtiums and sweet peas.
The Car Show on Bank
Holiday Monday was a
fab day with at least a
thousand visitors and we
made £1084 on our Grand
Draw and Silent Auction;
this will boost our funds
considerably. Thank you to
everyone who either bought
or sold tickets, donated

prizes or helped on the day.
We welcome 6 new
children to Pre-school:
Ferne, Beth, Amaya, Addy,
Ivy and Sam. They have
settled in already and we are
looking forward to much
fun learning together.

NP Update - from Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group

We are slightly delayed in our efforts to produce our AG Plan.
Comments from our advisors tell us …
• We need to firm up on our housing needs survey
• Make solid decisions on a possible future development site
• Allocate open spaces to be protected.
The Plan aims to reflect parishioners’ views and also has to try to work within the Local Plan
for the whole South Hams.
If you feel you need to bring anything more to our attention please feel free to contact us on
the Parish Website.
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Aveton
Gifford

School Report

Autumn Term 2018

A

fter a fantastic summer
break everyone has
come back to school fresh
faced and ready for autumn
action.
We have welcomed three
new members of staff to the
AG team this year: one is
our new Head of Teaching
and Learning, Mrs de Beer,
and we’re sure you will join
us in welcoming her to the
School; Mr Barnett and
Miss Leo are also new to the
School, teaching in our KS2
classes, and have each made
an impressive start.
The PTFA AGM has
been held recently and
we have warmly received
several new members, so
we would like to say a big
welcome to Hannah Winzer
and Katie Fisher as our
new Joint Chair for 2018 /
2019. The PTFA are already
planning to get lots of
events set up to fundraise as

much money as possible for
the School. This includes
our annual Christmas Fayre
which will take place on
Saturday 17th November
in the Village Hall [further
details to be advised, please
see last paragraph below].
We will hold our annual
Harvest Assembly on
Tuesday 2nd October at St
Andrews Church, so please
do feel free to join us, and
we will return to the Church
for our Remembrance
Service on Friday 9th
November at 9.30am.
We are going to be
pushing our ‘Outdoor Play
and Learning’ project this
term by extending our
playground area. Three
of our lovely parents are
fundraising for this project
and if you would like to
donate please visit https://
www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/aveton

giffordprimaryschool
playtime.
Furthermore, if you know
anyone in the Village who
would be interested in doing
some development work
for us, please can you make
contact with the School.
The PTFA are kindly
asking for any donations
of gardening items, such as
bulbs, compost, gardening
gloves, seeds and anything
else that would be useful in
our gardens. If you would
like to donate please can
this be brought to the
School Office.
The School closes for
half term on Friday 19th
October and we return
on Tuesday 30th. Full
details of our calendar of
events can be found on the
School website at www.
avetongiffordprimary.co.uk

Bonfire Night
Festivities this year will take place on Saturday
November 3rd. Refreshments will be available
from 6:00pm (see Fisherman’s article, p 12) while
the bonfire will be lit at 7:00 and the fireworks at
7:30. There is no entry fee but donations will be
collected to cover the event itself, with surplus
proceeds going to the Village’s Sports and Leisure
Group. The display costs in the region of £1000,
so a donation of £5 per family would really help if
possible please.
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Deer Wood Diaries

by Lisa Pugh
& Marc Biddle

Late Summer 2018:Things have
been Hotting up in the Wood….

T

his title will probably
make you think back to
the extended heat wave that
hit us this summer, but it is
not just the weather we are
referring to - for the first
time we have been steam
bending at Deer Wood.
This August we were
fortunate enough to receive
from Marc’s father a
fantastic donation of the
steam bender that he had
been using to shape the
wood with which to build
his own boat. He had no
further use for it and had
left it for several years,
wrapped in a tarpaulin
outside on the ground by
his boatshed. The box
needed a lot of attention;
the wooden sides were
decayed and the rock wool
insulation was ruined, but
the internal galvanised
sheet box was still sound.
So, when we got it back to
the Wood, we immediately
set to with a rebuild and
upgrade, with expert help
from our carpenter friend,
Andy Hawkin (previously
mentioned in issue 116,
when he helped build the
second propagation table).
Andy has lots of experience
using steam benders as,
amongst other things, he is
an experienced yurt maker.
Historically, steam
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bending dates back to
of water to the steam
ancient Egypt where they
making process is vital
were able to bend wood
and not always so easily
after heating it using
achieved in an off-grid
steam. The technique was
woodland environment,
developed continuously
as the water for making
until 1840 when a furniture
reliable steam needs to
maker called Michael
be regulated and kept at a
Thonet came up with a
continual depth and flow
breakthrough that enabled
into the steam making
a superior quality end
vessel. This we achieved
product. The ‘Thonet
by means of our ancient
method’ showed that, by
galvanised tank (reclaimed
compressing
it, wood
can be bent
much more
effectively.
Bending
with steam is
an interesting
process that
requires a
bit of prior
knowledge and
experience;
luckily Andy
bought plenty All steamed up- Marc takes the first piece of
wood out the steam box.
of this to the
job with his
colourful and diverse set of
somewhere along the line),
skills.
so the water level is kept at
So how did we generate
a constant level (about 1/3
steam for this woodland
full) inside the steam vessel
bodger’s steam box? Marc
(a very small old radiator
added another pipe to our
rescued from a skip) and
existing nursery irrigation
this enables steam to be
system, which then fed
continually generated. From
down the hill to the milling
the radiator, the steam then
and carpentry work area.
flows up and into the long
Providing a constant flow
steam box, for which we

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

project has a story…
bend, resulting
In the summer of 2017
in it being
a rather large Ash tree
misshapen or
had fallen over. Nothing
even snapping,
unusual there you may
and we did
think, but it is actually quite
have a few
a rare sight to witness a
failures in our
tree fall down naturally.
first batch However, Lisa had heard
but only about
a loud crack and come
4 poles out of
down the hill just in time
60.
to see this old giant of the
What else
woods come down with
is needed?
a tremendous CRASH
Some bending
Providence ensured that
apparatus,
this fallen tree was very
ie formers
Marc uses our winch grapple as a bending etc, and also
close to the designated Deer
tool.
Wood milling and steam
specially
bending area so, needless
made jigs in
used 22mm copper pipe
to say, Marc set to with his
which
the
bent
pieces
can
with compression fittings
Alaskan sawmill to produce
be
placed
to
remain
held
throughout.
some of a steam bender’s
in
shape
while
they
dry
Once steam is being
most favoured wood and season. When they are
generated, the box is filled
green, unseasoned ash.
ready,
the
bent
blank
timber
with the cut length of wood
Ash is excellent for steam
then
needs
be
processed
that is to be bent while
bending
because of its open
with
a
final
shaping
ensuring enough space for
grain and coarse texture
and a sanding if a really
steam to get around all the
which is similar, but less
fine surface is required.
pieces. The precise method
heavy, than oak. It is strong,
The
result
can
then
be
depends on the size and
incorporated
gauge of the timber being
as a
bent and we used 3 meter
component
lengths of 5 x 3cm green
into whatever
ash wood batten that Marc
the final
had just milled for this first
product may
firing of the box. Once
be: chair,
the door is closed, a timer
boat, yurt,
goes on so that the correct
wheel etc.
amount of steam can be
Finally it is
applied - much like cooking,
finished off
you can overdo it and end
with oil or
up over-steaming the wood,
varnish.
which will then snap instead
In true
of bend. The timber comes
Deer Wood
out of the steam box one
style, even
piece at a time and is then
Alaskan saw mill being used to cut the ash
the wood we
bent to ensure the fibres
to the right depth, so it can be cut to the
used for this
become pliable evenly.
correct size for making the poles.
particular
You don’t want an uneven
continued on page 10...
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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...continued from page 9
hard and shock resistant
and is relatively dense with
good working and finishing
properties.
This first load of wood
was designated for yurt
poles and currently 60 of
them are hanging up in
frames to help keep their
steam-bent shape whilst
they season for a month
or so - a fitting and most
profitable way of honouring
the fallen Ash - a true Deer
Wood full circle project.
The other activity that
created a lot of sweat this
summer was charcoal
making. We have had to
upgrade the old, wellrusted charcoal kiln and
a fantastic opportunity
came up to acquire a really
well fabricated 2 tier, ‘ring
type’, charcoal kiln that
was bespoke-made by
an ‘old school’ Cornish
engineer. This substantially
heavy duty and robust
kiln boasts 3 ml steel walls
(very heavy) that will last
for many years, even in the

woodland environment, if
reasonably well looked after.
In addition, this Cornish
engineer was an experienced
charcoal maker, so he
incorporated some nifty
features that would enable
the charcoal making process
to be as safe and effective
as possible. These included
2 large tubular handles on
the lid which make it much
easier to take on and off and
3 stubby outlets into the lid,
which negate having to prop
it open during the start-up
of the fire - clever chap.
It seems one of the
advantages of Marc’s
Cornish past is knowing
how to wangle a great deal
back in Kernow!
Volunteers – there
are many opportunities
to get involved with the
conservation work we
do, and learn some new
skills at the same time.
All donations of time
or funding go towards
enhancing and diversifying
this once neglected semi-

ancient woodland, and
making access safer and
more enjoyable for the local
community. Do contact us
if you wish to get involved
in whatever way you are
able to.
Tree Sales – You may
have seen our post on The
Deer Wood Trust and AG
Facebook pages about this
year’s crop of Oak and
Sweet Chestnut that are
now for sale to pre-order
as bare rooted trees which
will be dug up this coming
winter. We were delighted
to be contacted straight
away by a lovely local
couple that were in need
of some large specimens
for their land. All proceeds
from sales go straight back
into the nursery.
For more details on
sizes and prices of trees
please contact us on the
usual e-mail addresses:
lisa.d.pugh@gmail.com or
thedeerwoodtrust@gmail.
com.

Coffee Morning

‘Hannah’s Fun Fitness’ is running
a Macmillan Coffee Morning
after Zumba between 10.30
and 11.30 on Thursday 27th
September in the Village Hall.
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FOCUS ON – Attendance Allowance
If you or someone you know is over 65, has care
needs, or is vulnerable and doesn’t already
receive a disability payment, they may be
entitled to Attendance Allowance.
Lots of older people who struggle with day to day care aren’t
claiming Attendance Allowance that could help them stay
independent in their own homes longer, because they think they
aren’t entitled to it.
Attendance Allowance is a tax free weekly payment of £57.30 or
£85.60 depending on the need. It’s not means tested or dependent
on savings, it won’t affect your state pension and is exempt from
the benefits cap.
It can be spent on anything that makes life easier for you, someone
to help with personal care, taxis to go shopping or to visit family
and friends, bills, a stair lift, a cleaner / gardener or just ensuring
you stay safe.
If you have had difficulties for 6 months or longer you can apply for
Attendance Allowance; if you are in hospital you can apply but you
won’t receive anything until you come out; if you live in a private
care home and pay your own costs you can also apply.
If you are terminally ill you can apply straight away and your
application will be speeded up.
To find out more, visit www.southhamscab.org.uk and type
Attendance Allowance into the “How can we help” search box.
To ring the DWP helpline or to ask for an application form, ring
0800 731 0122
If you need help filling in
the application form, ring
Citizens Advice South Hams
on 03 444 111 444

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Fisherman’s Rest

Autumn Highlights

A

01548
550284

fter our wonderful summer, our interests can start to move to
autumn delights …

November 3rd will see Bonfire Night festivities
which will be accompanied from 6:00 pm by
food and refreshments for the revellers. These
will include burgers, sausages, toffee apples, hot
chocolate and mulled wine.
November 23rd will bring a Curry Night - price £10; please book.

November 24th will feature an all day Craft Market Day in the downstairs function room with
a selection of home-made goods from local artisans; cream teas and coffes will also be served.
Saturday December 1st will see the ceremony to switch on the Christmas lights outside the
Fisherman’s. A procession will start from the Village Hall at 6:00 pm, accompanied by carol
singing, blessing of the tree, mulled wine and mince pies, rounded off with some seasonal
entertainment [to be confirmed, but based on last year].
Athenia has already started taking bookings for Christmas (Christmas Eve curry and quiz
at £10; Christmas Day lunch at £49.99; New Year …). So, to be sure not to miss
out, call into or phone the pub.

Regular events:
* Quiz nights: on the third Thursday of the month - thus, October 18th and November
15th starting at 7:30pm, with the quiz itself at 8:00..
* Kingsbridge Jazz Club: on the first Tuesday of the month starting at 7:30pm: October
2nd- Herringtown Jazz Band from Holland featuring music from the 20’s & 30’s with
English Trad influences; November 6th - John Maddocks Jazzmen; John’s playing was
originally inspired by the fine clarinettist Johnny Dodds but encompasses influences from
all over the traditional jazz spectrum.
[Please note: Early Bird Dine & Jazz, with a special menu (choice of 3 mains - including
a vegetarian option - and 2 sweets) served between 6.00 and 6.30pm (booking essential,
which must be before 6 pm Monday please) and the ability to reserve seats in the Jazz
Cellar.
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* Knit & Natter: sessions are now every Monday rather than fortnightly, starting at
10:30am.
* Fish & Chips: eat in every Friday from 7:00pm; only £6.75. Or, if you prefer, takeaway
fish & chips available Monday to Saturday 7:00 to 9:00 and Sunday 7:00-8:30
* the Ukelele Group meets every Monday evening at 7.30 [numbers are growing, so come
along - it’s finger-pickin’ good]
Other facilities (call anyone at the Pub to make arrangements.)
* Skittle Alley: available for bookings; minimum of 10 people at £1 per person
* Small Disco: including equipment and facilities;
* Function Room: with space for 80 people and a separate bar area; ideal for special
events and informal parties
* Package for conferences: with a large screen TV and a projector viewing room.

For the latest information: see the Fisherman’s website www.thefishermansrest.co.uk
or find us on Facebook.

KINGSBRIDGE JAZZ CLUB
At THE JAZZ CELLAR
AVETON GIFFORD

“Kingsbridge Jazz Club at Aveton Gifford” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s
Rest on the first Tuesday of each month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has
become a unique venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the coming months are as follows:
2nd October ~ Herringtown Jazz Band from Holland
6th November ~ John Maddocks Jazzmen
4th December ~ Subscribing Members’ Christmas Party with Kevin Grenfell’s Jazz
Giants and Jeremy Huggett
www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes by Rodney Bone
House Martin Numbers
in AG Parish 2018

2018 provided the third lowest count since I started recording in the year 2000.
Arrival Date in 2018
9th April

Earliest Arrival Date
27 March 2006

Nests Found
Location
Village
Pulley Close & Icy Park
Bridge, Bridge End, South
Efford
Rest of Parish

2018
8 nests (1 fell down)
1 nest
10 nests (2 fell down)

Record Number
41 nests in 2001
36 nests in 2001
32 nests in 2011

36 nests (1 fell down)

61 nests in 2001

Summer Highlights (Rod Bone and Eric Wotton)
4 Jul: first Green Sandpiper back, SEM
15 Jul: first Whimbrel, SEM
25 Jul: 8 Common Sandpipers
31 Jul: at least 9 pairs of Sandmartins
nesting above the Weir
1st Aug: 1 Great White Egret, my first ever
sighting - unfortunately at Beesands Ley and
not on the River Avon
16 to at least 29 Aug: 1 Osprey - the bird
was filmed carrying two fish
21 Aug: 21 Black-tailed Godwits, SEM
24 Aug: 2 juvenile Wheatears, SEM

28 Aug - 2 Sep: 1 Cattle Egret, SEM
29 Aug: 1 Spotted Redshank, SEM
1 Sep: 1 adult Black Swan at end of Tidal
Road
2 Sep: 1 Whinchat, SEM
4 Sep: first Snipe back, SEM
6 Sep: minimum 416 Canada Geese, SEM
6 Sep: 1 Ruff, SEM
6 Sep: at least 20 Yellow Wagtail, SEM
6 Sep: 1 Bar-tailed Godwit, SEM
SEM = South Efford Marsh

Church Diary
October Diary
Sun 7th 11 am
Sun 14th 11 am
Sun 21st 11 am
Sun 28th 11 am

14

November Diary
Family Service
Family Communion
with Children’s
Group
Morning Prayer
Family Communion

Sun 4th 11 am
Family Service
Sun 11th 10:45 am Remembrance
Service
Sun 18th 11am
Sung Communion
Family Communion
Sun 25th 11 am

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

The Minister’s
Review

by Joyce Howitt

Thanks for Harvest, Autumn and Everything

A

utumn is the time
when hundreds of
churches throughout the
country hold a service of
Harvest Thanksgiving,
to thank God for His
goodness. The tradition of
celebrating Harvest Festival,
in the way that we know it
today, was first introduced
in 1843 by Revd. Robert
Hawker of Morwenstow,
at a time when this country
was primarily rural. As
most people made a living
from the fields, this was an
opportunity to give thanks
for being able to have the
absolute necessities of life;
unlike today, when most
of us do not have to do
without food if bad weather
affects the crops, as similar
produce can generally be
obtained from abroad.
Generally, we are able to
buy fruit and vegetables
whenever we want, and
maybe we take it all for
granted, forgetting that what
we have, wherever it comes

from, is a gift from God,
products of His creation.
In the hustle and bustle
of our everyday lives, as
we spend so much time
rushing around and trying
to fit in so many things,
maybe we barely notice
what a wonderful world
we live in. However, when
we pause to look around
us, we will see examples of
God’s goodness to us and
the wonders and beauty of
His creation. For the fruit
and vegetables, whether
they are fresh from the
ground or the tree, or
processed in a tin, and the
plants and flowers in our
gardens, are all products of
the partnership of humanity
with God, or of God with
humanity, where human toil
and tools work with Nature,
and with God.
In Nature, the season of
autumn brings something
different each day, as the
colours of leaves change
overnight, offering us a

fresh invitation to enjoy the
beauty that God’s creation
gives us. However, this
is something we need to
be aware of, not just in
autumn, but every day of
the year. Every day holds
its own particular blessings
and aspects of beauty, to
be enjoyed and appreciated
with a spirit of gratitude.
These could be in things like
the beautiful smile of a child
or grandchild; a meaningful
conversation with a good
friend; a nice meal with
a friend, or partner, or
spouse, or a thoughtful
gesture by someone we
meet during the course
of our day. So, although
autumn calls us to stop and
enjoy the particular beauty
of each day as it comes to
us, and to thank God for it,
it also reminds us that these
are God’s special ways of
showing us that He is with
us in every season and every
time of our lives.

FAMILY COMMUNION WITH CHILDREN’S GROUP
Children and families are especially welcome to the service in St. Andrew’s Church
on Sunday 14th October at 11.00 am.
The service is specifically designed with children in mind, so there are planned activities for children in the side chapel. The service will end with refreshments.
Please see opposite for the Church Diary
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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www.turkeysfromdevon.co.uk
Our bronze free-range turkeys are
traditionally reared and prepared in the
time-honoured way to give a moist,
flavoursome meat for the centrepiece
of your Christmas table. They meet the
Golden Promise standard with welfare a
top priority.
For further information or to place your
order please ring the Walters family in
Kingston on
(01548) 810259 or order online
Home-reared sausages, bacon, hams and
other meats also available to order.
Potatoes also now available.

Need a lift to a medical appointment?
Call Modbury Health Centre on 01548 830666
Need a friend for support and
companionship?
Call Sheila on 07554997140 or email
modburycaring@gmail.com
We are there for you, covering Modbury,
and the outlying villages
We need you too!!!
Could you give your time to someone who needs support and companionship
or use your car to provide lifts?
Why not volunteer to be a befriender (call
07554997140) or
a driver (call Michael on 01548810520)
Our help is free but we do need funding
Why not join the Friends of Modbury Caring
and help us?
Application forms available in the Health Centre

A G Tr e e s
Arboricultural Services
14 years' experience in Tree Care.
We undertake all tree work operations
including:
Crown cleaning
Formative pruning
● Crown thinning
● Crown lifting
● Crown reduction and reshaping
● Pollarding
● Tree felling
● Hedge trimming
● Clearing overgrown vegetation
● Brushwood chipping service
●
●

Written quotations or hourly rates.
Fully qualified and insured. Based in
the Kingsbridge area.

Tel: 07811 129 716
www.agtrees.co.uk
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine, which is published
bi-monthly and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well
as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church circulation 470.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form.
Please contact David Stevens (davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk) for more information.
After 2 years at old levels, rates will be increasing by an average of 4% with
effect from 1st January 2019. The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6
insertions (payable in advance please):
Size
Whole page
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth of page
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AG Parish Resident
Old rate £
New rate £
153
159
76.50
79.50
51
52.50
36
37.50

Non-resident
Old rate £
New rate £
207
216
105
108
64.50
66
51
52.50
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T: 01548 854313
E:info@fine-shine.com
W:www.fine-shine.com
Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive,
Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1SF

Carpets, Upholstery &
Cleaning
Stain & Odour Removal
Car-Boat-Caravan
Wash & Valet
Gutter Vacuum
Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
Window Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Rug

FLETE
GARDENS

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance
Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435
Mewstone
Masonry
Pippa Unwin
Sculpture, Stonecarving, Fireplaces,
Lettering, Architectural Restoration,
Carving Courses
Please call in at the workshop if you see the lights on!
Avon Bridge, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4NT
www.mewstonemasonry.co.uk
info@mewstonemasonry.co.uk Tel. 07811 489230

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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PETA TALKING SHOP
New Member of Staff
Katherine has joined the team and will be working
on Wednesdays and Fridays - a big welcome to her.
Parcel Delivery
If you are expecting a parcel and will not be at home
to receive it, you can ask the delivery company to leave it
at the Post Office; we will then take it in and look after it until you are able
to collect it.
Cardboard Boxes
If you ever need cardboard boxes, just let us know (preferably in advance)
and we will keep them for you; we get lots most weeks and if nobody
wants them they get smashed up and sent to recycling.
CHRISTMAS …
is only just around the corner and we are getting geared up so that you
can place your Christmas orders with the Shop:
Local products - free range, organic turkeys, ducks and geese
Christmas puddings, Christmas cakes, mince pies, Christmas preserves;
also cheeses, wines etc.
We will also have Christmas cards and wrapping paper.
You can order lots of things that you might need for Christmas - a brochure with full details and an order form will be dropped through your
door as well as being available at the Shop.
Come and see us and have a browse - everyone welcome.
Happy shopping in your Village Shop
Shop Opening Hours:

Shop opening hours: 8-6 Monday to Friday, but closed 1-2 Mondays &
Thursdays; 8-3 on Saturdays and 8.30-1 on Sundays.
Contact: Tel 01548 550996 Email: peta.harper@gmail.com
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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