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he Icy Park play area was installed many years ago now, by
SHDC, and they still own it and have always maintained
it for us. Recently it has been noticed that quite a lot of TLC
is needed for much of it, and so the Council was alerted. We
have now been told that they have earmarked £15,000 towards
updating the area. That’s very good news for it’s always been
a well-used playground and, even though there are now two
others as well down on the Green, it has remained popular with
local families and used as much as the others.
The Village has been extremely fortunate in also having these
two other play areas by the Green so that there is a wide range
of equipment for all ages and abilities. These were both built
by taking full advantage of grant money which was available
at the time and they have provided a playpark which has been
the envy of many another village as well as many of our friends
and holiday visitors. These two areas are Parish owned and run
and are the responsibility of the Parish Council to keep in good
repair and safe for use.
Both areas have equipment that is designed for inventive and
challenging play for their appropriate ages and, because of their
open setting beside the Green, Pittens and the stream, wooden
structures were chosen for both of them. This is where the bad
news creeps in. Now that the manufacturers’ guarantees have
run out, it has become apparent that the wood used in building
them wasn’t properly treated and so will prove extremely
difficult and expensive to maintain. The Parish Council has to
make some big decisions here. The play area for the smaller
children isn’t so badly affected and will be manageable for the
present; however it’s a different story for the climbing frame
and other wooden installations for the older age group, which
will be much trickier to keep in good repair. It’s anticipated that
it will need substantial expenditure to keep it up to standard and
able to pass the annual insurance and licence inspections.
We need your help!
The Parish Council needs to know what our young families
want. It’s already obvious that the large sums that could be
spent on annual maintenance might be better spent on replacing
continued on page 2
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some or all of the older
April that will be open to
children’s equipment. But,
everyone who is interested.
in stages - or, all at once?
It will be an opportunity to
And what should replace
understand the problems
it? We have already decided
our Council is faced with
that we want to keep a play
and to discuss with parent
area that offers the same
or grandparent users the
amount of enjoyment and
best way to tackle them
challenging excitement but,
without affecting our
most of all, we need the
young families too much.
input from families who are
Suggestions from anybody
our play area users.
who has good ideas about
A meeting will be held in
replacement equipment,

Help Help Help !

S

aturday July 13th will
be the day St.Andrew’s
Church Fete takes place
and as was the case last year
the Village School will be
joining us in the Rectory
Garden.
The erection of the
marquees, the laying out of
spaces for the coconut shy
etc. and the placing of the
straw bales and such like
tasks will take place on the
evening of Friday 12th from
6.00pm.
It is on this evening that
the fete organisers and the
PTFA will need to transform the peaceful lawns into
a complete show ground.
So please, dads and
uncles and grandads, the
fete organisers need HELP,
HELP, HELP. We are asking for several – if not quite
a few strong, willing helpers
to assist in these tasks. It
sounds hard work but the
evening usually turns out to
be good fun and in a short
time the Rectory Garden’s
transformation is complete.
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Mums, aunties and grannies are also not to be
forgotten. The organisers
will be delighted to have
their help with cakes large
and small to stock the everpopular cake stalls as well as
with the catering for teas in
the Memorial Hall.
Have you been turning
out this spring? Are there
any white elephants about,
or other likely jumble?
How about bottles for the
tombola? (these should go
to Christine at the Fisherman’s Rest so that she and
her helpers have time to
number them). What about
fresh produce from the garden or allotment? All these
items can be delivered on

continued from page 1
grant applications or
fundraising will be very
valuable. In the meantime, if
you’re taking your family or
grandchildren to a ‘foreign’
play area which they
particularly enjoy, please
take a photo of it – it might
be just the thing we need!
The meeting will be advertised
on Facebook, the AG website,
as well as in the Shop, the School
and The Hive.

Saturday morning or when
you come in the afternoon,
along with prizes for the
raffle.
The Grand Raffle is the
most important fund raiser
for St. Andrew’s Church.
Again this year a generous
parishioner has provided the
first, second and third prizes
of £60, £40 and £20; and,
besides these prizes, there
will be tokens from various
businesses and shops and,
we hope, many gifts from
parishioners. Tickets will
be available from the Shop
and the Pub by the end of
March.
PS Editor’s note: other gender
assignments for tasks and roles
are also available.
‘Summer Concerts’
Faure’s Requiem and
anthems by Brumel,
Durufle, Vierne, Messiaen,
Franck, Guilment

• Sat 18th May at St Mary’s, Totnes at 7.30pm
• Sat 8th June at All Saints, Malborough at 7.30pm
• Sat 15th June at Buckfast Abbey at 7.30pm

Further information from: www.alvingtonsingers.org.uk

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

SUPPORT FOR THE AVON PATROL
An appeal from Stuart Watts, Chairman of the Aune Conservation
Association (ACA)
Dear mAGpie Reader
During the 6 weeks of summer, the Avon Patrol has (with the ACA’s financial support)
- for many years - policed the Estuary to maintain the speed restriction marker
buoys, prevent speeding, jet skiing, illicit water skiing, etc. With increased usage of the
Avon for a variety of recreational purposes, the ACA considers the Patrol to be an
indispensable factor in making the Estuary a safe and enjoyable environment for all.
However, as you may be aware, the operation of the Avon Patrol is at present being
reviewed by the Salcombe Harbourmaster and the Commercial Services unit of SHDC.
This follows the outcry, in May 2018, when it was proposed to discontinue the service
as a cost saving for SHDC. Although the Patrol was resurrected during Summer 2018,
I have, as yet, received no clarification of how the new service will operate for 2019
and beyond. I have been told that it is likely that the new contribution from each of the
current sponsors will be increased from £250 to £500. Indeed, some of the sponsors
have already paid up their £500 in advance of the new demand, although SHDC’s
costings, the level of service to be
provided and the patrol operator are all
unclear at present!
While our current reserves could
comfortably cover this additional cost,
this is likely to be a recurring and
increasing burden for the foreseeable
future which will not be sustainable
long-term without vigorous fund-raising.
As part of that fund-raising effort,
I would like to ask you to consider
whether you would be willing to
subscribe to SHDC’s SeaMoor Lottery
as described in the attached poster.
If you were to nominate the Aune
Conservation Association as your ‘good
cause’, we’d receive a very helpful 50p
in every £1 donation; not only that, but
YOU could be a winner of a substantial
cash prize! Please think about it, even if
you do not usually subscribe to lotteries.
Thanks, in advance, for your generosity
and for demonstrating that you care
about the Estuary.

Stop Press: John Coates

I

t is with great sadness that mAGpie informs parishioners that John Coates has died. He was
a Parish Councillor for many years, as well as Chairman. An obituary will follow in a future
edition.
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Snow Carving in the Rockies

S

now carving festivals
are popular around
the world. Some of these
events are very prestigious,
such as those at Sapporo
in Japan and Harbin in
China. Smaller scale festivals
take place in ski resorts
throughout Europe. Some
events have a theme but
usually competitors are
invited to submit whatever
design they would like to
carve and the teams are
selected on the basis of their
designs. The teams come
from all over the world India, Mongolia, Mexico,
China, as well as Canada,
the United States and
Europe. There are usually
three people in each team
and many teams are semiprofessional, travelling from
one competition to the next
during the winter months.
In the United Kingdom
there are several ‘amateur’
teams, who might compete
in one or two events a year
- not living in a particularly
snowy place we don’t get
much practice and don’t
expect to win any prizes!
Most festivals have
a similar format. The
teams give their labour
free of charge, but have
most of their travel costs
paid and are fed, housed
and entertained for the
duration of the festival. The
organisers build huge snow
blocks by spraying snow
into wooden ‘formers’; the
snow is then compressed
and the wooden walls
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removed. The teams
then have three to five
days to carve their
sculptures, which are
then judged, with prizes
for the winners.
In 2015 I took part in
the Chicago Snow Days
with a couple of other
stonemasons. Later,
a sculptor friend, Pat,
mentioned that he had
been snow carving in
Japan many years earlier,
so with another carver
friend, Mark, we applied
to one of the main
European competitions in
Valloire, France with were
invited to take part with our
design of the Three Billy
Goats Gruff and the Troll.
The final day of the festival
was also Donald Trump’s
inauguration day so we
carved the troll to look like
Trump! Last year Mark, Pat
and I went to the Dolomites
in Italy where we spent
three days carving Waltzing
Bears in San Candido and
three days in San Vigilio
carving Snow Carvers
Carving Snow Carvers. It
was a very friendly event
and we were delighted to
win 3rd place.
This year we submitted
our design of ballet dancing
hippos to the Breckenridge
International Snow
Sculpture Competition
and were delighted to be
selected, as it’s the biggest
US snow carving event.
They allow four people
in a team, so my husband

Andy joined the team as
chief shoveller. Sadly, Pat
hurt his back a couple of
days before we left, so he
couldn’t come, but instead
we managed to recruit Jack,
a stonemason friend from
Salisbury, who now lives in
San Fransisco.
We flew to Denver, the
‘mile high’ city, and had
a night there before an
exciting minibus ride up
to Breckenridge, where we
stayed in a huge apartment
in the town. Breckenridge
was originally a gold rush
town (there were lots of
plaques to mark ‘historic
buildings’ of around 1880)
and still has a feel of the
‘wild west’. It is perched
in the Rockies at 3000m,
so we struggled with the
altitude for the first few
days, because all four of us
live at sea level!
At 11am on the Monday
morning, after we had been
allocated our snow block

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

and enjoyed breakfast
with all of the other
competitors at Fatty’s
Diner, we gathered for a
rousing rendition of ‘The
Star-Spangled Banner’,
then a small cannon was
fired to announce the start
of the competition. First,
we marked the rough
outlines of the hippos on
the sides of the block with
spray paint, then started
hacking into the snow.
We have a mixture of
sharpened garden tools
and a homemade wire saw
- the collection looks a bit
like props from Game of
Thrones. We use the wire
saw like a giant cheese wire
- one person on each end
pulling in turn which slices
through large sections of
snow block.
Jack flew in from
San Francisco late on
Monday evening and we
made rapid progress on
Tuesday - by the end of
the day the sculpture was
recognisable as hippos.
It was -16 degrees when
we arrived at the snow
blocks that morning! That
evening we were invited to
dinner at the Breckenridge
Brewery. Each team had
been assigned two hosts
- we were really lucky to
get MJ and Abby, who are
ski instructors. They were
incredibly friendly, showed
us around town and helped
us with anything we needed.
By Wednesday evening
we had pretty much
finished shaping the hippos

and we were ready to start
on the detail. It was quite
snowy on Thursday, but we
concentrated on the tutu
and smoothing out all the
lumps and bumps (with a
sort of cheese grater file that
we bought from the Chinese
team). We got quite tired
and cold as we worked till
8pm under the spotlights to
try to get as much finished
as possible. We were back
at work again by 7am on
Friday morning to cut away
the prop under the ballerina
hippo, to leave her balanced
on one leg, we then stood
back in relief as the bell rang
at 9am to mark the end of
the competition.
After a bit of sightseeing,
we joined our hosts for
the prize-giving. In true
Olympic style, each team
had to parade into a large
auditorium where we were
called up on stage with our
national anthem playing.
The judges discussed how
difficult it had been to
decide on the prize-winners
and said that they’d changed
the criteria for 3rd place,
because this sculpture had
‘sparked so much joy and

laughter’ and we realised
we’d won 3rd! Much
celebrating was done that
evening.
All of the other
sculptures were excellent
- the German team won
2nd place with their
abstract walls with holes
and Mexico won first place
with a fantastic mythical
piranha fish. The local
Breckenridge team carved
Ullr, Snow God, which
was the people’s choice,
but our favourite was the
Mongolians’ spacemen.
Our final day was
spent on the ski-slopes
with Abby and MJ - the
skiing was amazing! Andy
really enjoyed his day on a
borrowed fat bike. We were
quite sad to leave, having
made some good friends,
but we’re hoping that we
might be invited back next
year…
If you’d like to find
out more about the
Breckenridge Festival, look
at https://www.gobreck.
com/event/internationalsnow-sculpturechampionships/

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

5

Children’s
Easter
Craft Workshop

Mother’s Day Breakfast

Treat Mum to a special breakfast with
her family and friends.

Easter gardens and crafts
in Aveton Gifford Memorial Hall
on Thursday 11th April
10.15am - 12
ages 5-11 (primary school age)
£1 per child donation
Please return booking form asap to
Caroline Barker
(550730)
Stonecot, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford
cbprints@btinternet.com

Sunday 31st March 2019
Aveton Gifford Village Hall
9.30 till 10.30am
£5 per adult
£2.50 per child
to include a glass of prosecco
(soft drinks for children) and pancakes.

Tickets available from the School Office

ALL WELCOME!

Farewell Soup & Pud for Another Season

T

he last Soup and Pud
for this winter took
place on the 8th of March
and was again very well
attended. We would like
to thank all those who
regularly support us having
welcomed several new
people from those who

have recently moved into
the Village as it is so lovely
to see people making new
friends.
All being well we plan
to be back again for
the second Saturday in
October.
The Hall Committee

would also like to say a big
thank you to all the ladies
and often their husbands
who work so very hard to
put these events on.
Many thanks to everyone
and best wishes for a
wonderful summer x

accumulated an enormous
legacy through the work of
Ken Doughty and others.
There does not seem
to be a need for regular
meetings, but we would like
to continue to act into the
future as a resource for the
Parish, and will continue
to host a website, which
gives access to historical
information including a
photographic archive. We
feel the new name of the
Group better reflects this
change in direction.
The Group will provide
a display at the Church

Fete in July and will this
year cover a wide variety
of topics which have
been included in our
publications, together with
additional photographs and
artefacts.
The remaining members
of the Group can be seen
as keepers of the archive
and will be happy to help
with local research. We
are keen for parishioners
to undertake their own
research, particularly about
where they live and will be
glad to answer questions
wherever possible !

Aveton Gifford Heritage Group

T

he Aveton Gifford
Parish Project Group is
being renamed !
At the recent AGM of
the Project Group serious
discussions about the
future of the Group were
undertaken. We have lost
many founder members in
the past few years and those
of us remaining feel that the
Group should have a less
formal structure .
Many of the important
projects for the Parish in
the form of research and
publications have been
undertaken and we have
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APRIL/MAY Diary Dates for AG
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.

APRIL DIARY

Monday 1st
Wednesday 10th
Thursday 11th

7.30pm
9.30-10.30
10.00-12.00

Thursday 11th
Monday 29th

7.30pm
9.30-11.30

Parish Council Meeting
Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
AG Easter Craft Workshop for children aged 5-11;
further information from Caroline Barker (550730)
WI - Random Stuff (Kim Watkins)
Antiques Valuation with Michael Vaughan

7am-10pm
9.30-10.30
7.30pm
7.30pm

District and Parish Elections
Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
WI - AGM + Bring and Share Supper
Parish Council Meeting

MAY DIARY

Thursday 2nd
Wednesday 8th
Thursday 9th
Monday 13th

REGULAR EVENTS

Mondays

3 - 4.30 pm

Monday Club
Monday evening Zumba classes no longer run
7 - 8 pm
Table-Tennis Club -– All ages welcome
No class on first Monday of month.
Equipment provided. £1.50 per session
Tuesdays
4.30pm-5.30pm Pilates with Franny Morris (07590 506027)
5.45 - 6.45pm
Pilates with Franny Morris
7 pm - 8.30 pm
Yoga Class with Stephen Harding - term time only
Wednesdays 6.45 - 7.45 pm
Zumba
Thursdays
9.15am-10.15pm Zumba
Please note – Yoga breaks for holidays. Please check with instructors re
Zumba & Pilates
PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE’ - Please note extra sessions on Mondays and
Thursdays
{
9am - 12pm
Morning sessions
Monday - Friday {
12 - 1pm
Lunch Club
{
1 - 3.30 pm
Afternoon sessions
Mondays
9 - 11 am
Parents & Toddlers
For any enquiries re Hive sessions please contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920.
• School Easter Holiday – Monday 8th April to Monday 22nd April (inclusive)
• Pre-school Holiday - Monday 8th April to Tuesday 23rd April (23rd is a training/
non-pupil day)
• Half Term Holiday (School & Pre-School) - Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May
For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition has
gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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News from the Hive

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

T

he children are continuing to
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle.
Now parents report that they are
being directed by their own children
about where they need to put their
rubbish and how some things can be
reused!
We have been making bird feeders
using plastic milk bottles, filling them
with waste food as well as making
instruments out of yogurt pots and
puppets out of old socks! The word
‘experiment’ has become popular as
we have been attempting to dissolve
things in water to see what can go
down the sink and which things will
potentially block our drains.
During March we have had
workshops with a special visitor from Recycle
Devon, while in April we are going on our own
sponsored beach clean.
March 7th was World Book Day. The older
Primary school children shared books with their
juniors in the Village Hall and also visited the
Reception Class for an afternoon of stories.
Attached is a picture of the children dressed
up as their favourite book character.

St. Andrew’s Church
Aveton Gifford

FAMILY COMMUNION
with children’s group
( 0 – 10 years)

11am 14th April &
12th May

We would like to invite you to dedicate a flower
in the most beautiful wildflower meadow in South
Devon and celebrate the lives of those we love,
and still love, dearly.
The seeds will be sown in Spring in Rowcroft’s
beautiful woodland grounds and over the following months a beautiful carpet of colour will
appear. Remembering a loved one by dedicating
a flower in their memory can provide comfort
and will help the precious memories of moments
shared live on.
The invitation to dedicate a flower is open to all,
not just those touched by Rowcroft’s care; you
are welcome to visit the meadow at any time.
Visit www.rowcrofthospice.org.uk/meadow for
more information.

Registered charity number: 282723
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Aveton
Gifford

School Report

Such Variety - Something for Everyone

W

e have had a
wonderful Spring
Term so far - it has been
extremely busy with a
number and wide range of
events and activities.
At the beginning of
March the children had the
chance to dress up as their
favourite book characters
to celebrate ‘World Book
Day’ - all the children
looked fantastic. We also
held a community coffee
morning on Tuesday 5th
March to celebrate love for
reading. A really big thank
you to everyone from the
community who came to
share their favourite stories
and to hear the children
read.
We have also celebrated
Pancake Day, with the
children competing in a
pancake obstacle course.
This was great fun for them
and they were all brilliant at
flipping the pancakes!
We continue to be quite

busy in the lead up to
the Easter holidays with
events that include class
trips to Paignton Zoo
as part of the children’s
class topic. Meanwhile
some of our Year 5 and
6 children will be taking
part in the ‘English
Schools Swimming
Association Primary
Schools Championships’
at Millfield in April,
while others are currently
rehearsing their Easter
performance of Jack and the
Beanstalk.
We will be holding
our Easter Service at St
Andrew’s Church on Friday
5th April at 9.30am and
everyone is welcome.
Our PTFA team has been
fantastic as always. This
term they put together a
brilliant Valentine’s Disco
for the children and raised
£127 towards the School’s
resources; they’ve also been
organising a Mother’s Day

breakfast for Sunday 31st
March in the Memorial Hall
with the breakfast including
pancakes and Prosecco!
Other events such as bake
sales and mufti days have
also been held, all to raise
extra funds for the School.
We are continuing to
push our OPAL project
(Outdoor Play and
Learning) and have already
made successful changes
to our playtimes. We are
still on the lookout for
any equipment that can be
donated to the School, such
as pallets, tyres, tarpaulins,
figurine toys, wheelbarrows
and much more. If you
would like to donate,
please contact the School
for more information on
01548 550262 - we really
appreciate your kindness
and support.
Our last day of the Spring
Term will be on Friday 5th
April and we’ll be returning
on Tuesday 23rd.
All the best from the AG
Team

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Deer
Wood
Diaries
Early Spring 2019:

by Lisa Pugh
& Marc Biddle

Bluebells,
Buds, Beautiful Birdsong, Busy Bees,
Brimstone Butterflies and Bat Boxes

I

t’s amazing to think that when we started writing this edition of the DWD the sun was
shining and we had the doors wide open, enjoying the uncommonly warm late February
weather - such a stark contrast to what happened at this time last year when snow blanketed the
country and we were confined in our woodland dwelling for 4 days straight.
Weather reports, although a factor behind the theme of this month’s article, are not the main
focus. The warmth has brought on an early spring in every sense, with all the flora and fauna
responding to the change in temperature – with a bursting forth of buds and a frenzy of feeding
from the birds in preparation for the nesting season. We were also delighted to hear the buzzing
of the first bees, busying themselves amongst the patches of comfrey (it is such a beneficial
plant in the Wood, with so many uses: medicinal herb, food and organic fertilizer to boot).
We have noticed a great increase in the diversity of
wildlife since we started carefully managing the Wood
and have become keen twitchers as the bird numbers and
species have increased. Each year we notice the chicks that
were fledged the previous spring have come back to have
clutches of their own – case in point the Robins. In the last
six years ‘Bobs’, (our beloved woodland mascot) has had 8
broods. We have two of his adult offspring (BB and PooBobs) still feeding at our bird feeder and often from our
hands too. The pretty yellow Siskin that comes and goes
Bob’s has been feeding from our
had a clutch of three chicks last year and these are now
hands everyday for the past 6 years
back. Lisa nicknamed them Mary, Mungo and Midge. They and continues to delight visitors
make us chuckle as they sit for ages on the perches of the with his friendly presence.
feeder (behaving like wild budgies), competing for space
with the slightly larger and more vocal Goldfinches. We
are hoping that a gang of six delicate Long-tailed Tits, who have been here since late December,
will also decide to nest. They bring such joy; watching them dig into the peanuts en masse,
their tails flitting about and their tiny beaks burrowing into the tasty treats. It is a continuous
pleasure to watch all the birds’ interactions throughout the seasons. They, are of course,
extremely busy at the moment, in the lead up to nesting, and we
love hearing the dawn chorus at this time of year - it is a real spring
season delight.
Wherever there is disturbance in the Wood, be it a tree falling
over naturally or by us working in an area, the extra light enables
long dormant wildflowers to have their moment. We can see very
clearly how careful management of our woodlands has proved to
be greatly beneficial to all the insect life, particularly the bees. (We
heard the first buzzing this month all around the comfrey plants).
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During the warm spell Marc also spotted two unmistakable bright yellow Brimstone Butterflies
– a real ‘herald of spring’.
It is so important to provide such a natural chemical-free habitat for our native invertebrates
- in the light of the devastating impact that pesticides have had on bees and other pollinator
populations in recent years. Needless to say we encourage the planting of wildflowers. It’s
great to know that organisations such as Devon Wildlife Trust promote and encourage this
kind of activity - they are brilliant at supporting and guiding
anyone who has a piece of land that they want to convert into
wild flower meadow.
One of the most inspirational sights of Deer Wood, for
anyone who has seen them, are the Bluebells. At this time of
year they start to push up through the now-decaying autumnal
leaves that have dominated the colour of the woodland floor
these past few months. The contrast of the vivid green against
the pale orangey browns never fail to make us excited about
the promise of the most
enchanting sea of blue
which carpets the Wood
during mid–late April and most of May.
Bluebell woods have held a special place in the hearts
of the British people for many hundreds of years, with the
British Isles being one of the main strongholds in Europe
for this evocative flower.

2 Bat boxes in placed an optimal
position for the bats to roost –
protected from direct sun and
prevailing winds.

We are currently working out our schedule for this year
and as part of our continuing collaboration with Devon
Wildlife Trust are hoping to host a bat box-making event
in the early summer. Under expert guidance from a local bat
expert, participants will learn how to construct a bat box to
recognised conservation specifications. Bat boxes are quite
different in size and shape from bird nesting boxes; this is
due to the bats’ roosting habits and is why it is critical to
build the boxes correctly. Everyone will get to make their
own box to take home with them.

Watch out for the dates of this year’s ‘Bluebell Open Weekend’ on The Deer Wood
Trust Facebook page. The dates are currently pencilled in for the 20th & 21st April,
on the basis that this warm weather continues. We will also have more tasty wild
food for you to sample.
Also look out for the ‘Foraging & Wild Food’ one-day event set for Sunday May 12th
which will be with the support of the talented Myrtle Cooper. Numbers are limited to 12,
so do contact Lisa if you wish to reserve a spot (details to be announced next month on the
Facebook page).
If you wish to find out more information about the upcoming open day, courses and volunteering, or to buy any trees that are in pots and for year round sale, do contact Lisa at the
usual e-mail addresses:
lisa.d.pugh@gmail.com or thedeerwoodtrust@gmail.com
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Fisherman’s Rest

Events at the pub

01548
550284

New Menu

* After those glorious few days at the end of February our
appetites should be well whetted for more good weather in
the coming months. As if to celebrate, Mark & Athenia have
exercised their culinary imagination and will be serving a
new Fisherman’s Menu from the beginning of April. Don’t
dawdle, try it out !
Special events
* Easter Sunday is on April 21st and will feature a roast lunch for £9.95; booking is strongly
advised and those doing so will receive a special Easter present.
Regular events:
* Quiz nights: on the third Thursday of the month, so April 18th and May 16th , starting
at 7:30pm, with the quiz itself at 8:00.
* Kingsbridge Jazz Club: on the first Tuesday of the month starting at 7:30pm: April 2nd
Pedigree Jazz Band playing the great hit tunes of the British ‘Trad Jazz’ boom of the 50’s
and 60’s; May 7th Dave Moorwood’s Rascals of Rhythm providing a refreshing visit to
an era of swinging, carefree jazz with a repertoire drawn from Jelly Roll Morton and King
Oliver to Fats Waller, Duke Ellington and the wonderful tunesmiths whose work makes
up the Great American Songbook.
[Please note: Early Bird Dine & Jazz, with a special menu (choice of 3 mains - including
a vegetarian option - and 2 sweets) served between 6.00 and 6.30pm (booking essential,
which must be before 6 pm Monday please) and the ability to reserve seats in the Jazz
Cellar.]
* Knit & Natter sessions: every Monday starting at 10.30 am.
* Fish & Chips: eat in every Friday from 6:30pm; only £6.75. Or, if you prefer, takeaway
fish & chips available Monday to Saturday 7:00 to 9:00 and Sunday 7:00-8:30
* Ukelele Group meets every Monday evening at 7.30 [really popular, it’s finger-pickin’
good]
Other facilities (call anyone at the Pub to make arrangements.)
* Skittle Alley: available for bookings; minimum of 10 people at £1 per person
* Small Disco: including equipment and facilities;
* Function Room: with space for 80 people and a separate bar area; ideal for special events
and informal parties
* Package for conferences: with a large screen TV and a projector viewing room.
For the latest information: see the Fisherman’s website www.thefishermansrest.co.uk
or find us on Facebook.

12

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

Weather Patches

F

irstly, I would like to
say, ‘Welcome’ to all our
new tenants, many of whom
are already working hard on
their plots.
Despite the horrendous
winds we have been
experiencing, I am pleased
to say that we on the
allotments have escaped
relatively unscathed. Not
to say that we are out of
the woods yet though! Last
year at this time we had
‘The Beast from the East’
and freezing weather. It’s
certainly getting harder and

harder to predict what the
weather will bring each
month. All we can do as
gardeners is to be flexible
and work around it.
It is still quite early to
be sowing or planting very
much, but as always there
are plenty of jobs to be
done while we wait for the
weather to warm up a bit.
Those of us who are lucky
enough to have a polytunnel
are feeling the benefits: the
broad beans I sowed in
the Autumn won’t be long
before they are ready for

picking. I wish I had had
one years ago!
Well, we still have a
couple of plots available, so
if you would be interested
in taking one please give me
a call.
Here’s to another good
growing year…….
Jackie 01548 550110

KINGSBRIDGE JAZZ CLUB
At THE JAZZ CELLAR
AVETON GIFFORD

“Kingsbridge Jazz Club at Aveton Gifford” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s
Rest on the first Tuesday of each month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has
become a unique venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the coming months are as follows:
2nd April - Pedigree Jazz Band
7th May - Dave Moorwood’s Rascals of Rhythm
4th June - Enrico Tomasso Quartet (Ticket only)
www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club
www.facebook.com/kingsbridgejazzclub
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes by Rodney Bone

Wildfowl and Wader Numbers
on River Avon Estuary 2018
Brent Goose
Canada Goose
Mute Swan
Shelduck
Black Swan
Mandarin Duck
Garganey
Shoveler
Wigeon
Mallard
Pintail
Teal
Tufted Duck
Goosander
Little Grebe
Great Crested Grebe
Spoonbill
Cattle Egret
Little Egret
Grey Heron
Oyster Catcher
Avocet
Lapwing
Golden Plover
Ringed Plover
Whimbrel
Curlew
Bar-tailed Godwit
Black-tailed Godwit
Turnstone
Curlew Sandpiper
Dunlin
Snipe
Common Sandpiper
Green Sandpiper
Redshank
Spotted Redshank
Greenshank

J
F
M
80 48 94
45 57 46
3
12 11
2
10
150 150 50
80 60 32
7
130 100 100
1
1
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
22 24 12
4
5
4
13
5
2
140 34 430
24 18
4
1
2
8
67 12
6
4
3
1
5
5
7
5
5
6

A
35
72
24
25
3
1
20
3
28
4
2
6
1
1
6

M
79
81
25
1
57
1
1
13
5
2
2
10
1
1
4
2

J
16
54
38
67
1
1
35
6
23
-

J
A
S
O
N
D
5
56 200 475 550 262 180
43 37 32 48 77 78
15
3
7
1
1
1
1
80 200
120 130 194 190 150 180
80 35 30 120 80
2
1
6
2
1
1
3
1
3
3
4
33 28 22 21 18 13
6
3
3
4
2
3
12
5
12 16 10
21
2
1
14 20
8
5
2
1
2
1
1
28 26 26 36 16 16
2
2
3
21 24 24 31 38
4
18 13
3
34
1
7
13
7
8
11
6
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
3
1
2
3
9
8
8
5
1
5
8
12
9
9
7

Winter Highlights (Rod Bone and Eric Wotton)
19 Jan-17 Feb: 1 Barnacle Goose
20 Jan: 38 Black-tailed Godwits
24 Jan: 150 Canada Geese
27 Jan: 9 Lapwings
29 Jan: first Red Admiral butterfly - very
early
6 Feb: first lot of Frogspawn
12 Feb: 1 Spoonbill - SEM
17 Feb: 1 adult Mediterranean Gull - SEM
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17-28 Feb: 1 Black Swan - Knap Mill
21 Feb: 1 Hare running along road near
Knap Mill
21 Feb: first Peacock butterfly
24 Feb: 10 Greenshank - SEM
24 Feb: first Chiffchaff singing
27 Feb: 6 Goosander - Knap Mill
SEM = South Efford Marsh

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

The Minister’s
Review

by Matt Rowland

Beyond Reasonable Doubt

A

few years ago I was
called up for jury
service. When the judge
made his closing remarks
he said that we could only
find the person guilty if
the evidence that had been
presented convinced us
beyond reasonable doubt.
Many Christians down
the ages and across the
globe have believed in
the actual and physical
resurrection of Jesus from
the dead because the
evidence has convinced
them beyond reasonable
doubt. For example, the
former Chief Justice of
England, Lord Darling,
said, ‘In its favour as living

April

truth there exists such
overwhelming evidence,
positive and negative,
factual and circumstantial,
that no intelligent jury in
the world could fail to
bring in a verdict that the
resurrection story is true.’
Richard Swinburn, Emeritus
Professor of Philosophy at
the University of Oxford,
in 2003 wrote a book
called the ‘Resurrection
of God Incarnate.’ This
book was printed by
Oxford University Press
and was peer reviewed by
his professional colleagues.
Swinburn was not afraid to
conclude that it is highly
probable that Jesus rose

Church Diary

Sun 7th 11 am
Sunday Worship
Sun 14th 10:30 am Palm Sunday Procession to
Church - Meeting at the
Fishermen’s Rest
11 am
Family Communion with
Children’s Group
Thurs
3 pm
Maundy Thursday at Bigbury
18th
Church, an Easter event for
families across the Team
Fri 19th 10:30 am Good Friday Procession from
Fishermen’s Rest followed by a
service in Church
Sun 21st 11 am
Easter Sunday Family
Communion
Sun 28th 11 am
Sunday Worship

from dead. The resurrection
of Jesus stands up to
rational scrutiny. Yet more
importantly it speaks to our
deepest longings. An old
vicar I knew always used
to say at funerals: ‘Now,
because of the resurrection,
death is merely a gardener.
You don’t bury a Christian,
only plant them.’
On behalf of all the
churches of the Modbury
Mission Community I wish
you a Happy Easter. Come
and join us over the Easter
season to find out how the
events of Easter turn the
grave from a wall into a
door.

May
Sun 5th

11 am Sunday
Worship
Sun 12th 11 am Family
Communion
with
Children’s
Group
Sun 19th 11 am Sunday
Worship
Sun 26th 11 am Sunday
Worship

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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A Compassionate Friend is
someone who looks out for
others and makes a difference
to those with a life limiting
illness or affected by loss.
There’s no limit to the ways in
which you can do this. Help
us bring compassion to the
South Hams community.

Get in touch today by calling 01752 964250 or at

stlukes-hospice.org.uk/compassion

Need a lift to a medical appointment?
Call Modbury Health Centre on 01548 830666
Need a friend for support and
companionship?
Call Sheila on 07554997140 or email
modburycaring@gmail.com
We are there for you, covering Modbury,
and the outlying villages
We need you too!!!
Could you give your time to someone who needs support and companionship
or use your car to provide lifts?
Why not volunteer to be a befriender (call
07554997140) or
a driver (call Michael on 01548810520)
Our help is free but we do need funding
Why not join the Friends of Modbury Caring
and help us?
Application forms available in the Health Centre

A G Tr e e s
Arboricultural Services
14 years' experience in Tree Care.
We undertake all tree work operations
including:
Crown cleaning
Formative pruning
● Crown thinning
● Crown lifting
● Crown reduction and reshaping
● Pollarding
● Tree felling
● Hedge trimming
● Clearing overgrown vegetation
● Brushwood chipping service
●
●

Written quotations or hourly rates.
Fully qualified and insured. Based in
the Kingsbridge area.

Tel: 07811 129 716
www.agtrees.co.uk
16
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mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our Parish magazine, which is published
bi-monthly and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well
as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrews Church circulation >450.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic
form. Please contact David Stevens [davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk] for more
information.
After 2 years at old levels, rates have been increased by an average of 4%
with effect from 1st January 2019. The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6
insertions (payable in advance please):
Size
Whole page
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth of page
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AG Parish Resident
Old rate £
New rate £
153
159
76.50
79.50
51
52.50
36
37.50

Non-resident
Old rate £
New rate £
207
216
105
108
64.50
66
51
52.50

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

T: 01548 854313
E:info@fine-shine.com
W:www.fine-shine.com
1 Centurion Works, Lower Union Road
Kingsbridge, TQ7 1EF

• Carpets, Upholstery &
Rug Cleaning
• Stain & Odour Removal
• Car-Boat-Caravan
Wash & Valet
• Gutter Vacuum
• Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
• All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
• Window Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

FLETE
GARDENS

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance
Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435

Mewstone
Masonry
Pippa Unwin
Sculpture, Stonecarving, Fireplaces,
Lettering, Architectural Restoration,
Carving Courses
Please call in at the workshop if you see the lights on!
Avon Bridge, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4NT
www.mewstonemasonry.co.uk
info@mewstonemasonry.co.uk Tel. 07811 489230

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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TALKING SHOP WITH PETA & KATHERINE
Welcome to Jenny
Jenny has just joined the team at The Shop as our
Saturday and Holiday Person. A huge welcome to her
and she has already come up with several great ideas to
help the Shop run more smoothly.
Shop Zoo
If you haven’t been down to the Shop lately you are missing
out on seeing our growing collection of animals - a life-sized cow,
a stuffed tiger up the tree, a pheasant and a peacock roosting in the branches of
the tree, a bull, a baby cheetah and a teeny-weeny sheep. If anyone has any other
animals they would like to donate to the Shop please bring them in
		
.
Art in The Garden
We are encouraging all of you, old and young, to be creative in the Shop Garden.
We have a Poetry Table where you can sit and write a poem - we will then
laminate it and display it for everyone to read. We also have a Paint The Pebble
table where we supply the paint and you get all arty - take the pebble home with
you
.
Gift Boxes for Mother’s Day, Sunday 31st March
We have lovely gift boxes for Mother’s Day comprising a gold gift box; a Mother’s
Day card; a handmade gift tag; a 20cl bottle of Prosecco or Jacob’s Creek
sparkling rosé wine; a cupcake made by Kerryn Bunn of Bunns N Crumbs, and
your chosen hand made chocolate from Devon Chocolates of Chillington. The
Gift Boxes are £19.95. Place your oder in The Shop .
All this as well of course as all your regular necessities so conveniently to-hand.
Happy shopping at the Village Shop with Peta, Katherine & Jenny
Shop Opening Hours:

8-6 Monday to Friday, closed 1-2 Mondays & Thursdays;
8.30-3 on Saturdays and 8.30-1 on Sundays.
Contact: Tel 01548 550996 Email: peta.harper@gmail.com
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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