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Boats on the Foreshore

I

t’s now about two years since the Parish took on the
ownership of Timbers Car Park and the foreshore beside it on
the Tidal Road. With the change the Parish Council was able to
finally clear out all the abandoned boats and assorted junk from
both places. However, since then, more boats etc have returned,
and sometimes there are as many as 5 on one post; we have the
age old problem of dinghies either dumped or blown upriver
with a storm, and it’s time for another clear out. Our priority is
to provide moorings for parishioners that will allow them to use
the River when they want and to get rid of all the other assorted
craft that have now collected there.
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Additional new, numbered, mooring posts for rowing boats
and small dinghies are going to be put in along the foreshore,
enough to meet demand – but they will have to be restricted
to residents in the Parish, otherwise it will again become a
free-for-all. There will be no mooring fee, but owners will need
to contact Peter Javes (Parish Clerk) to register, and to get
their allocated mooring post. They will then be issued with a
registration disc of the type used in many other harbours and
rivers, and this will have to be displayed on their boat. We hope
that this way we can see which are rightfully moored and which
have just been dumped there.
We will once more need to clear out unseaworthy and
abandoned dinghies, rowing or river boats, canoes etc, and the
Parish will have to pay to get them disposed of, but this is the
only way that we can keep the area free of accumulating boat
continued on page 2
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continued from page 1

would like to keep yours
on the foreshore further
information will be posted
up in the Shop, as well as on
notice boards, Facebook and
the website and it will help
us a great deal if you can
contact Peter Javes to book
a mooring:
peter.javes@btinternet.com
Thank you very much.

junk. This situation is a
common problem around
the coast and most harbours
have to have an annual clear
up and disposal programme.
We will start advertising
this clear up in the next
few weeks, and will need
help in identifying which of
the boats have owners and
those which don’t. If you

We are very happy to announce the birth of
Sophia, who was born on 23rd May 2019 to
Courtney and Luke. Welcome!

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
AVETON GIFFORD
SUNDAY 14th JULY at 11.00 am

SERVICE ON THE GREEN

SONGS OF PRAISE WITH CHILDREN’S
GROUP
******

Come and sing some favourite hymns & songs
ALL WELCOME

Refreshments after the service
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Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

JUNE-JULY Diary Dates for AG

At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.

JUNE DIARY

Monday 3rd
Wednesday 5th
Thursday 13th

7.30pm
9.30-10.30
7.30pm

Parish Council Meeting
Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)
WI - Yoga Suitable for the Less Able (Stephen Harding)

JULY DIARY

Monday 1st
Wednesday 3rd
Thursday 11th
Saturday 13th
Sunday 14th
Wednesday 31st

7.30pm
9.30-10.30
7.30pm
2pm
11am

Parish Council meeting
Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park) - TBC
WI - Flower Arranging (Karen Rowse)
AG Summer Fete – see poster in this magazine
St Andrew’s Church Open Air Songs of Praise
service, the Memorial Hall Grounds. Everyone
welcome, including well behaved canine friends!
9.30-10.30am Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park) - TBC
10.15-12pm Children’s Craft and Games for ages 5-11. For
further details please contact Caroline Barker (550730)

REGULAR EVENTS

Mondays

3 - 4.30 pm

Monday Club
Monday evening Zumba classes no longer run
7 - 8 pm
Table-Tennis Club -– All ages welcome
No class on first Monday of month.
Equipment provided. £1.50 per session
Tuesdays
4.30pm-5.30pm Pilates with Franny Morris (07590 506027)
5.45 - 6.45pm
Pilates with Franny Morris
7 pm - 8.30 pm
Yoga Class with Stephen Harding - term time only
Wednesdays 6.45 - 7.45 pm
Zumba
Thursdays
9.15am-10.15pm Zumba
Please note – Yoga breaks for holidays. Please check with instructors
re Zumba & Pilates
PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE’ - Please note extra sessions on Mondays and Thursdays
{
9am - 12pm
Morning sessions
Monday - Friday {
12 - 1pm
Lunch Club
{
1 - 3.30 pm
Afternoon sessions
Mondays
9 - 11 am
Parents & Toddlers
For any enquiries re Hive sessions please contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920.
• School Summer Holiday – Wednesday 24th July to Friday 30th August
For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition has
gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Ken Doughty, an Obituary:

from his Funeral, contributed by John Rowse

H

ome Sweet Home:
Ken writes “I came
on the scene at 24 Poets
Road, Stoke Newington,
on 3rd May 1924, where
my parents had a rented
flat. We moved when I was
two and a half to Melville
Gardens, Palmers Green,
and have no recollection
of my first home; though,
when driving home from
work many years later, I
took a diversion to see it
and noted that there was
no blue plaque marking my
birth there.
“At the age of four I started going to Sunday school
with my elder brother Owen
at St Michael’s Church.”
At the age of seven Ken
started at St Michael’s Elementary School and he later
joined the scout troop when
he was eleven.
Ken’s Wartime Experiences: Ken was fifteen years
old when the Second World
War broke out and Ken
writes “I for one was scared
stiff.”
At 16 in 1940, Ken left
school and got a job as a
temporary clerk in the Civil
Service working in the Air
Ministry. At 17 Ken was
working a 48 hour week
which included Saturday
mornings. Ken says “As
Sunday was the only day I
could get out on my bike,
meet friends etc, I stopped
going to Church, figuring
that the Good Lord would
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forgive me.”
During the blitz Ken’s
family’s house was considerably damaged from a landmine nearby which meant
they had to move out and
live with friends. Later that
year Ken and friends came
down to Devon by train
with their bikes and stayed
in a boarding house in
Colyton, East Devon. This
was to be his last holiday
before being called up for
service. Ken then applied for
an engineering cadetship at
Enfield Technical College.
Ken writes “We were
required to join one of the
cadet forces....but as I was
acting scoutmaster of my
troop that was deemed to
suffice.” He became an
Assistant Scoutmaster at the
age of eighteen.
By the end of 1944 Ken’s

marks were sufficient to
allow him to receive an

Engineering Cadetship
Certificate and he could
then apply for a commission in the Army or Navy.
Ken’s father and brother,
who had both been in the
army, convinced him saying “For goodness sake
join the Navy.” Following
an interview and medical
examination, Ken was duly
appointed as a Midshipman, initially at a camp
near Wigan, “where we
learned to be officers and
gentlemen”. Ken writes “I
certainly became an officer,
but whether I achieved the
status of gentleman is open
to doubt.” Ken attended the
Royal Navy Engineering
College at Manadon.
He celebrated his twenty
first birthday on the 3rd
May 1945 and the 8th May
was VE Day and Ken writes
“If you had said to me at
that time that my wife to be
was just sitting her eleven
plus exam at Finchley
County School I would not
have believed you, but such
was the case.”
After the course at Manadon, Ken was posted to an
air station at Rattray on the
east coast of Scotland where
he was taught to drive by
some Wrens and had the
opportunity to fly, in Ken’s
case a Barracuda. From
Rattray he went to Leith
and joined the escort carrier
HMS Battler steaming in
and out the Firth of Forth.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

On returning to Rattray,
Ken was promoted to Sub
Lieutenant; his last posting was to Abbotsinch near
Paisley.
Ken writes “Eventually
my service time came to
an end and I went on final
leave in December 1946.”
Library Life: In 1947
Ken successfully applied for
a place at teachers’ training
college but in the meantime
got a job as a Library Assistant in Islington Library
Service, the start of a 36
year career. “During this
time”, Ken writes, “ I also
married the best item I
ever took out of the library
service, my wife Pat.” They
were married on the 21st
July 1956.
One of the highlights
during Ken’s library service
came when he was working
as the Borough Librarian
and Curator in Southwark
and in 1977 was made chief
officer with responsibility
for the Silver Jubilee in the
Borough. In due course
HM The Queen arrived
by barge to unveil a large
granite slab which had
originated from Dartmoor
and was inscribed to mark
the Queen’s visit to the
Borough of Southwark during her Silver Jubilee celebrations. Ken writes “An
area by the river was roped
off for VIP’s, including my
wife Pat, and there was a
line up of special guests,
including yours truly,
who shook hands with the
Queen and the Duke. It all
went off very successfully.”

Ken’s library service came
Parish Council for 9 years
to an end when, as Ken
and one of his last duties
writes, “My staff organised a
was to persuade the Council
lunchtime farewell party, at
to join the recently formed
my expense, in June 1983.
Parish Paths Partnership
Pat attended late due to a
Scheme; Ken became the
breakdown of the train at
Parish Paths Co-ordinator
Totnes and I was presented
and was responsible for 14
with a colour print of a
miles of footpaths which he
painting of London Bridge
frequently walked, providdone by a Dutch artist in
ing plenty of exercise for the
1640.
dogs.
“Pat and I then
drove down to
Devon to start
the next chapter
of our lives with
a car load of wine
left over from the
party.”
Village Life:
Ken, Pat and family first came to
Aveton Gifford in
1964 when they
came for a two
week holiday.
In 1982 they
sold their house
Ken (centre) with Colin Herbert, Jocelyn
in London and
Ponting and Val Foggerty in the Parish
bought Marsh
Project Group
Haven and moved
in with Pat’s mother and their now three sons.
Ken was also very much
Ken eventually moved down
involved with the Parish
to Devon permanently in
Project Group; he wrote
June 1983 after several visand edited several publicaits whilst he completed his
tions, including “Aveton
work commitments.
Gifford: a Heritage” and
Ken was involved in
regularly submitted varimany aspects of Village life:
ous articles to Magpie and
he set up a small library in
Magnet. Ken writes “We
the School which he continalso made a complete survey
ued to run for 17 years; in
of the burials in the church1984 Pat and Mollie Balkyard, the record of which is
will established the Monday
to be found in the church.”
Club, while Ken would
Ken was interviewed on the
transport members; in 1985
BBC after writing books on
Ken became Clerk to the
continued on page 7

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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John Coates 07.07.1944 - 12.03.2019
- a tribute from Penny Schroeter

O

n March 12th this
orchestra, as well as singing
became a familiar sight on
year, John Coates,
in the school choir. In 1966
the playing field, wheelwho had lived in Aveton
he married Frankie and, as
ing the ‘yellow banana’ to
Gifford and been a very
well as his work as a salesthe River for a paddle. He
active member of the Village
man, started his radio career
also honed his party piece
for more than a decade,
with the newly opened
which, as many of the AG
died of a stroke in his flat
Radio Sheffield, presenting
Paddlers will remember,
in Plymouth. His funeral,
a Sunday morning religious
was an expert demonstraat which Rev. Neil Barker
programme. In 1971 he
tion of an Eskimo roll,
officiated, was crowded
was sent to the company’s
but performed on dry land
with people from all over
head office in Elburton and
rather than in the water.
the West Country - people
moved to Plymouth with
He soon made himself
whose lives had connected
Frankie and their children.
indispensable in the Village,
with his since he had come
There he soon rekindled his
becoming the assistant edito live here in 1971. Some
love of radio with the comtor of the mAGpie in 2003,
knew and loved him as
mercial station Plymouth
taking over as editor when
a popular BBC Radio
Sound, in 2001 joining
Roger Anstey retired and
Devon presenter of sports
BBC Radio Devon. He also
only giving it up when he
programmes; as someone
started to sing with the BBC
left the Village at the end of
who had been the Chairman
early music choir ‘Resonet’,
2013.
of Devon Youth Games,
which became South West
Youth Games; who was
an enthusiastic cricketer
and rugby and football fan
and wrote sports reports
for national news papers.
Others knew him for his
interviews of people like
Margaret Thatcher, Ronnie
Barker and Caroline
Quentin, and that he had
written sketches and jokes
for Roy Hudd’s TV shows,
Murder Mystery plays for
radio and pantomimes for
professional companies to
perform.
John was also a talented John as the Narrator in the AG Taverners pantomime ‘Aladdin’
musician, who had been a
chorister from the age of 6
in the Holy Trinity Church
who sang so movingly at his
He was Chairman of
in Sheffield, had learnt
funeral service.
the Parish Council for
the cello at King Edward
He then moved to AG,
four years and also chaired
VII’s Grammar School
acquiring a bright yellow
the Avon Estuary Forum
and played in the school
kayak on a trolley, and
(he was meant to chair
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a meeting on the day he
died.) In his spare time he
acted as quizmaster for the
Cricket Club fundraising
quiz nights, compered the
music hall-style revues in
the Memorial Hall and the
Christmas extravaganzas in
the Fisherman’s Rest. Then,
in 2009, with Ron Skeates
and Fay Gordon, he was
instrumental in restarting
the Taverners Drama Group
who, over the next few
years, performed two of his
murder mysteries and two
of his pantomimes - col-

ourful and inspiring shows
which sold out at every
performance and attracted
together 30/40 villagers to
put them on. Thanks, John!
John’s children, Simon,
Alison and Jamie, his six
grandchildren and two great
grandchildren, were all at
the funeral, and the photographs at the wake showed
his love and interest and
pride in them.
I am sure he will be
remembered with love and
affection by all who knew
him, for his genuine interest

in, and support for, others.
I would like to leave the
last words of this obituary to
Karen Arnold of Tone Leisure in Kingsbridge, where
John was a Trustee. In an
email to his daughter on
behalf of the other Trustees
she wrote, “It felt appropriate to add our tributes to
our wonderful friend and
colleague. It was an honour
and a privilege to know and
work with John. We will all
miss him terribly.”

We would like to invite you to dedicate a flower in the most beautiful wildflower meadow in South
Devon and celebrate the lives of those we love, and still love, dearly.

The seeds will be sown in Spring in Rowcroft’s beautiful woodland grounds and over the following
months a beautiful carpet of colour will appear. Remembering a loved one by dedicating a flower in
their memory can provide comfort and will help the precious memories of moments shared live on.
The invitation to dedicate a flower is open to all, not just those touched by Rowcroft’s care; you are
welcome to visit the meadow at any time.
Visit www.rowcrofthospice.org.uk/meadow for more information.
Registered charity no. 282723

Ken Doughty, an obituary ,continued from page 5
the bombing of the Village and on the heritage of the Village; he was a member of the Kingsbridge and Modbury local history societies, one of his talks being on field names. This resulted
in his photo appearing in the Sunday Telegraph Weekend Supplement in 2007.
Ken was also involved in the Hall Committee, Modbury Caring, and the Sports and Leisure
Committee. He edited mAGpie for a time.
Among his many other interests Ken also enjoyed sailing his dinghy Sprat and later in a 19
foot cruiser which he sailed until he was 82.
Pat and Ken had numerous dogs, one of which was an English Setter called Forty, which he
gave to Pat as a ruby wedding present.
Ken was a member of St Andrew’s Church choir when it was restarted by Alan Watson in the
early 1980’s, was occasionally called upon to sing solo and was one of the three kings during the
singing of ‘We Three Kings.’
As you have just heard Ken had a very varied and fulfilled life.
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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AG Film Fest
Surf Hams Film Collective announce that this year the annual Film Fest is being
moved to October. This is designed to give time over the summer months for all
you budding film-makers to put together a five minute production.
Subject matter can cover anything - the more unusual and esoteric, the better!
Have a go; you’ll find it’s easier than you think.
You don’t need a posh camera - just ideas;
many of the films from recent years have been
shot and edited on smart phones and free
software. We always look forward to your
contributions in what we can assure you will
be an interesting night.
More details about how to submit will follow.
In the meantime, let your imaginations
wander.
The only constraint is that the finished film
should be no longer than 5-6 minutes, just so
that we can get as many films as possible into
one evening.
Have fun!
SHFC - https://www.facebook.com/surfhamsfc/

Have you got part of the Bell?

I

f you were living here
in the 1990’s you may
remember that the wall
surrounding the garden of
Moonrakers, on the corner
of Church Lane, fell down
onto the pavement. Doug
and Christine Pennycook
were living there at the
time and they asked Ray
Lancaster to repair the wall
for them. It was while some
of the earth was being dug
away that Ray uncovered a
lump of metal and, when
they looked at it properly,
it was obviously part of a
large bell; Ray thinks about
11 inches or so long, made
of cast metal of the right age
and with a curved shape. It
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must have been embedded
in the garden with the force
of the explosion when the
church tower was blown
to pieces in the German
bombing raid on the Village
in 1943.
There has been renewed
interest in the bombing raid
recently and the Heritage
Group is trying to track
down where this piece of
the bell has gone to. The
Pennycooks were very
interested in the history of
the Parish, and Doug was
delighted that it was a part
of the story of their house,
and wanted to keep it in
their garden where it had
been found. However, they

left about 10 years later
and Christine knows that
it was passed on to one of
the members of the Church
here, but she can’t now
remember who it was.
Can anybody help please?
Do you remember who it
was given to, or have you
come across something
answering the above
description? It would be
good to find it again if we
can, and perhaps restore
it to somewhere where it
could be displayed for the
Parish. If you can shed any
light on its whereabouts,
please get in touch with
one of the Heritage Group
members.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Bantham Swoosh: Saturday 6th July 2019

T

he Outdoor Swimming Society (OSS) Bantham Swoosh Swimming Event will be setting
off from Timbers Car Park on Saturday 6th July. The event will once again welcome
swimmers who are fundraising for the Aveton Gifford Community Outdoor Pool and, new for
this year, there will also be a swimmer fundraising for the Aveton Gifford Pre-School. The tide
is later this year, so the swim will take place from 9.20, but care has been taken to minimise the
impact on residents from traffic and the number of people.
Key facts and times:
• Part of Timbers Car Park at the river end will be coned off for parking from
Thursday evening (4th) so that the space can be guaranteed to be free for the 		
swimmers to gather before setting off.
• At the same time there will also be an area of the inner car park at Timbers
which will be coned off for parking – these spaces will be needed for the Porta		
loos, and for the fundraising stall run by parents from the Hive.
• On Saturday morning (6th) until 11am - you are requested please to avoid 		
the car park as coaches will be dropping swimmers off via the A379 at the 			
southern end of the Village. No event traffic will be entering the Village.
• Event parking for half of the swimmers will take place at the old Cricket
Field from 7.20am, with coaches then dropping swimmers off at Timbers Car 		
Park (using the bypass)
• The beach road to Bantham is closed for several twenty-minute long periods
so that coaches can shuttle the remaining swimmers from Bantham to Aveton 		
Gifford. These closures will take place between 8am and 2.25pm
• 800 swimmers will be entering the water at Timbers Car Park between 9.20
and 10am. Realistically, with 800 participants and the event stewards, there 		
will be no space there for spectators, so if you want a good view of the event 		
you may find it better to choose somewhere else that overlooks the River.
• Timbers Car Park will be clear of the event and available for use by 11am
• Everyone is welcome to cheer the swimmers coming out of the water at the
finish line on Bantham Beach where swimmers are expected between 10.35am 		
and 12.05pm, but limited space at the start of the swim.
Joining the event:
If you would like to join the OSS volunteer team for the event, then please contact hello@
outdoorswimmingsociety.com. Over 40 volunteers will join us this year for jobs such as marshalling, the warm up tent (medically trained volunteers welcome), and the hot chocolate stand.
All water safety will be attended to by paid professionals. For more information on the event
and The Outdoor Swimming Society see www.outdoorswimmingsociety.com

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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News from the Hive

Learning about Caring for
the Environment

Y

ou may have seen in the
local paper an article
and photograph showing
the Pre-school children
picking up plastic and
rubbish on South Milton
Beach. They collected a
sackful and brought it back
to the Hive to examine it,
think about how it got there
and then safely dispose of
it. This not only helped to
protect our environment,
but also helped our
Community Pre-school
as they were sponsored by
their families and friends
to collect as much rubbish
as possible. From their
efforts they raised £347.50
for the Pre-school funds.
A wonderful result - an
enormous ‘thank you’ to
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everybody, not least the
children!
Following on from the
Recycle Devon Plastic
Pirates’ Workshop the
children have been invited
later on this term to the
waste plant in Plymouth.
The children will find out
what happens to our waste
that is not recyclable and

how it can be turned into
energy.
Caring for the
environment doesn’t end
there. Despite a few blue
tits visiting our bird cam
bird box, it seems that a
queen bumble bee decided
to move in. Now we are
watching the process of egg
laying and nursing bees
attending to the young, as
well as the bees which like
visiting the blossoming
apple trees in our garden.
Next to the trees we have
a new pet pen where the
children can sit quietly
and let the resident guinea
pigs come up to them and
nibble the dandelions.
Other visiting pets such
as some tortoises and a
rabbit will, we hear, soon be
booking in for the day! The
accompanying photo shows
children in the pet pen!

St. Andrew’s Church - Aveton Gifford

FAMILY COMMUNION

with children’s group ( 0 – 10 years)
11am 9th June - All welcome

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Aveton
Gifford

School Report

Science, Space and Mud Kitchens

W

e have had a
wonderful start to the
summer term. The children
have already taken part in
a range of events such as
Science Days, Ethos Days
and an RNLI Beach Safety
Talk. We have also had a
visit from Dartmoor Zoo,
who brought along with
them a selection of minibeasts - the children in our
Reception and Year 1 Class
had the opportunity to hold
a whole variety of animals,
including a snake!
In addition, we had a visit
from Space Odyssey, who
brought a huge dome that
transported the children
to Space for the day. The
Dome was very impressive
and gave the children a clear
picture of how big Space
really is.

On returning to School
for the summer term the
children in Years 3 and 4
went off to their annual
residential. This year it

was at Spirit of Adventure
in Dittisham, where the
children spent a night
camping and taking part in
Forest School activities.
At the time of writing,
we have lots more to look
forward to this term,
including the Year 5
and 6 residential, Sports
Day, Swimming Gala’s,
a Beach Day Walk, an
African Drumming
Workshop and a ‘virtual
visit’ day to India. Please
keep an eye on our
website for our recent
projects and photographs.
We are continuing
this term to push our
OPAL project (Outdoor
Play and Learning) and
have already made some
successful changes to our
playtimes. Our most recent
update is the ‘mud
kitchen’ and we
would like to say
a big thank you
to Mrs Mitchell
for sourcing pots
and pans for the
playground and Mr
and Mrs Roberts
for donating pallets
to the School. We
are still however
on the lookout for any
equipment that can be
donated to the School
for the playground. If
you would like to donate,

please contact the school
for more information on
01548 550262. We really
appreciate your kindness
and support.
We currently have a
vacancy as a mealtime

assistant, so if you know
anyone who could work
during our mealtimes from
11.30am – 1.30pm Monday
– Friday (term time only),
please ask them to get in
touch with the School
Office. We would be happy
to arrange a viewing of the
School grounds.
We are really excited
to announce that we have
been accepted to have a
slot in the Tesco Bags of
Help Scheme and have
been put in the Kingsbridge
Superstore until the 30th
June. Please help us to
win the competition as all
the money will be going
towards developing our
playground area for the
children. Thank you.
All the best from the AG
Team.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Hey Ho, Come To The Fete !
ST ANDREW’S CHURCH AND THE CHURCH PRIMARY SCHOOL
AVETON GIFFORD
SUMMER FETE ON SATURDAY, JULY 13th at 2 o’clock

T

he combination of the Church and School in this event for the first time last year proved to
be a great success for both entities, so we look forward to a repeat joyful and entertaining
afternoon on the second Saturday of July.
The children will be presenting the end results of their School Enterprise exercise and hope
for a small choir to entertain us, along with Sara Carr of Hoopalation who will perform a demonstration of hoola hooping. Meanwhile, all the usual stalls and activities will be going on. One
of the most popular of all the stalls, the cake stall, will be selling the most delicious homemade
goodies and so will the cake stall with the School. All contributions will be very gratefully
received, as will bottles of whatever you can spare for the Tombola.
Other attractions will be the children’s entertainer, Emazdad; the bouncy castle; the everpopular pony rides, greasy pole and possibly some chicks to look at with the Fish family; the
cake stand and fresh produce stall; the household jumble sale; bat the rat; a coconut shy and all
the fun of the fair.
Refreshments will abound, with ice creams and burgers and sausages on the barbecue; while
wonderful CREAM TEAS, fresh homemade cakes and gallons of tea will be served all afternoon
in the Memorial Hall.
The Aveton Gifford Heritage group (previously known as the Project Group) will present a
display of photos, old and new, alongside some of the publications about the Village, its environs and characters; and the Ukulele Singers will serenade us.
An extra exciting entertainment this year will be some Owls with ‘Torbay Owls and Company’ present for us to see and enjoy these beautiful birds.
GRAND RAFFLE
This is the most important single fund raiser for St. Andrew’s and is vital in helping pay our
enormous maintenance and household bills as well as enabling the support of several charities.
There will be lots of wonderful prizes; cash 1st, 2nd,& 3rd prizes; a fantastic range and quality of gifts, along with many tokens and promises from local people and businesses; as well, this
year, as sponsorship for various activities and products.
SILENT AUCTION
The School are again holding a silent auction as this was so successful last year. They have
not finalised their ‘catalogue’ yet, but you can be confident it will be interesting and prizes will
be well worth your many tickets.
Come and enjoy a fantastic old fashioned garden party and meet up with friends, relations and
holiday visitors, as well as supporting Church and School funds.
Saturday July 13th at 2pm in the Rectory Garden; free parking and free entrance.
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Aveton Gifford Village Show
Saturday 10th August 2019
in the Village Hall
Timetable for the Day
8.30-10.30		
10.30-2.00		
2.00
			
3.30			
4.00			
4.30			

Prompt: All entries to be staged
Hall closed/judging
Hall open for viewing
Admission by donation; school children free
Presentation of Prizes
Exhibits may be removed
All exhibits must have been removed

Refreshments will be available during the viewing period

Points for challenge trophy in each section to be awarded as follows: First Prize: 5 points; Second Prize: 3 points; Third Prize: 1 point
An exhibitor may submit no more than one entry per class. Entry fees:
10p per class.

Additional entry forms available from the Village Shop
The winners of each section will receive a trophy
All exhibits must be made or grown by the exhibitor.
Open to Parishioners of Aveton Gifford, plus children attending Aveton
Gifford School. The Judges’ decision is final. The Committee cannot be
held responsible for damage to, or loss of, any exhibit; great care will
be taken with all exhibits.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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For your own convenience please make a note of
the classes that you have entered, by encircling the
appropriate numbers:-

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33
34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42

43

44 45 46 47 48
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Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

Getting Ready

F

irstly, a very warm
welcome to all our new
tenants who have already
made an incredibly good
start. It is very encouraging
that we are now attracting
young families with
children, who often love to
help on the allotments and
who will learn where their
vegetables and fruit come
from.
It’s good to see so many
people on their plots,
preparing for a good
growing year. However, the
unpredictable weather has

meant many have delayed
planting out, especially as
there were forecasts of more
frosts to come! That said, I
myself planted out climbing
beans and squashes – and
lost the lot overnight. I
should have waited a bit
longer, but there were so
many plants waiting to be
planted out my polytunnel
was full and overflowing.
Once again we will be
working towards exhibits for
the Village Show in August.
With this issue you will find
the show schedules which

will also in due course be
available in the Village
Shop.
As our allotments are
now completely full we are
starting a waiting list so, if
you are interested in joining
us, please let me know, as
plots will again become
available from time to time.
Happy gardening, Jackie,
01548 550110

Ground between Tennis Court and Rectory Stables
The Parish Council has decided that this piece of land should be cleared of greatly
overgrown laurel bushes to create an improved area for the enjoyment of those wishing
to relax!
This is also an attempt to reduce maintenance of this area with a weed-supressing
membrane being laid and covered with wood chippings. A few medium sized shrubs and
spring flowering bulbs will then be grown through the membrane.
Finally the plan is to install benches to complete what will hopefully be a serene and
relaxing area for all to enjoy.

Neighbourhood Plan Progress

P

arishioners should be aware that the Neighbourhood Plan for Aveton Gifford
is again being presented to the Parish for consultation. This six week process,
Regulation 14 is its official name, will end on 24 June. It has had to be repeated due
to advice from the NP Working Group’s consultant that followed amendments to a
few critical details in the Plan. Draft copies of all plan documents are on the Village
website, with paper versions available in the Pub, Church and Shop, so anyone
interested can read and hopefully respond. Members of the Group will be outside
the Village Shop each Saturday morning 10-12 to answer any queries and discuss any
points of interest or concern. Please feel free to make your comments known, so they
can contribute to the final document.
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Deer
Wood
Diaries
Early Summer 2019: A Bonanza

by Lisa Pugh
& Marc Biddle

of Bountiful Bluebells in Bloom
for this year’s Open Weekend

The lead up to this year’s Deer Wood Bluebell Open Weekend has shown us how important
all the little details are in preparing to host an event of any scale. The more things we have in
place the easier it has become to show the public what The Deer Wood Trust is all about - not
just the conservation work that is already underway, but also the range of activities which we are
aiming to initiate over the coming months and years, that will offer a diverse array of woodlandbased pursuits to both the local and wider community.
Infrastructure has been the main element to ensure
things can run more smoothly: the tracks made safely
traversable; a discreet place for ladies to use the loo;
clear signage; an easy to read map of the walk and the
all important setting up of the outdoor kitchen area,
now complete with a ‘banquet’ table. Lisa had been
researching all the key wild foods for foraging and
chose to cook some recipes that were easy to have as a
nibble so people could taste test as much or as little as
they liked.
On the Deer Wood menu this year were, Nettle
Crisps, Wild Garlic Pesto Dip and Dandelion Biscuits,
all served with a range of fresh herb teas: Nettle,
Dandelion, Fennel, Spearmint and Applemint. All
food was gluten free and vegetarian/vegan. Lisa had
also wanted to hold some taste testing for
all the wild salad foods she had collected
that morning, but the sun was so fierce
that all the greens wilted before people
had a chance to look at them, making
them slightly less appealing (though there
were a few inquisitive souls who were still
keen to sample them). All the food was
very well received and lots of questions
were asked about how to make it, but
Lisa was able to e-mail the recipes to all
who left their details.
The now famous Wild Garlic Pesto was
served as a dip

We couldn’t have asked for a more
perfect weekend of weather and the
timing was spot on for the Bluebells to be
at their optimum; this year has been one The outdoor kitchen area got very busy as wild food
of the best for intense colour and fullness. nibbles were tried out.

18

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

We did think that many people would probably
want to take advantage of the brilliant sunny spell to
go to the beach (which was reflected by the relative
absence of teenagers over the course of the weekend
- perhaps something more dynamic than a peaceful
stroll through a woodland would have more allure to
this segment of the community?).

The map of the bluebell walk was updated
with pictures to make it easier to navigate.

This is the third year Deer Wood has opened its
gates to the public and there was a great turnout
from the community, many of whom walked, which
was much appreciated as there is limited parking
here! (If arriving by car we do encourage lift sharing
to reduce traffic on the Lane, as well of course as
unnecessary carbon emissions.) Lots of people had
read our previous articles and were interested to see
the Wood first hand; also many had never been over
this side of Aveton Gifford (as we are right on the
boundary line between AG and Loddiswell). The
signs we put out along the Lane helped guide those
coming from the Loddiswell side to come straight
to us and the flow of people was consistent on both
days. Over 70 people came from the Loddiswell and
Aveton Gifford communities, many of whom were
family groups, to enjoy the amazing sea of Bluebells.

Arriving folk were welcomed by Marc or Lisa and
given a brief chat about the route and where it was
safe to walk. Then, on their return to the outdoor
kitchen, people were given the chance to try the
wild food and drinks whilst sitting in comfort at
the banquet table. Lisa had left a range of wild food
cookery books, plus plant identification and foraging
leaflets, on the table and much discussion was had
about the benefits of eating these wild foods in terms
of health and as part of ‘the bigger picture’.
Lots of people were interested in the ethos
behind what we do here, so Marc was able to give
greater insight into how we run the Wood, both as
a conservation woodland business and as a not-forprofit organisation.
Finally, we asked people if they could assist us
by completing a short survey looking at the types
of activities that people in the local community feel
would be of most interest and benefit. There was
particular enthusiasm and support for the courses
that have already been planned, the most popular
being Wild Food and Foraging; Art in the Wood;
and Green Oak Carpentry Skills.

It was great to be able to have whole
families to fill in the survey as it gave us a
wider demographic of ages.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

continued on page 21
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Fisherman’s Rest

01548
550284

Regular Events

* Quiz nights: on the third Thursday of the month, so
June 20th and July 18th, starting at 7:30pm, with the
quiz itself at 8:00.
* Kingsbridge Jazz Club: on the first Tuesday of the
month starting at 7:30pm: June 4th, Enrico Tomasso
Quartet (tickets in advance only, but now available to
non members): an evening of first class jazz with one
of the UK’s finest trumpeters; a lifelong friend of Louis Armstrong, Enrico has
worked with Bryan Ferry, the Pasadena Roof Orchestra, Claire Teal, Ray Gelato
and many more. July 2nd, Storyville Jassband a six-piece from Holland playing
trad jazz and New Orleans revival with a repertoire based partly on numbers from
the era, and partly on tunes with roots in the old American folk song tradition,
plus a touch of original gospel tunes and hymns.
* [Please note: Early Bird Dine & Jazz, with a special menu (choice of 3 mains including a vegetarian option - and 2 sweets) served between 6.00 and 6.30pm
(booking essential, which must be before 6 pm Monday please) and the ability to
reserve seats in the Jazz Cellar.
* Knit & Natter sessions: every Monday starting at 10.30 am.
* Fish & Chips: eat in every Friday from 6:30pm; only £6.75. Or, if you prefer,
takeaway fish & chips available Monday to Saturday 7:00 to 9:00 and Sunday
7:00-8:30.
* Ukelele Group meets every Monday evening at 7.30 [really popular, it’s fingerpickin’ good]
Other facilities (call anyone at the Pub to make arrangements.)
* Skittle Alley: available for bookings; minimum of 10 people at £1 per person
* Small Disco: including equipment and facilities;
* Function Room: with space for 80 people and a separate bar area; ideal for
special events and informal parties
* Package for conferences: with a large screen TV and a projector viewing room.

For the latest information: see the Fisherman’s website www.thefishermansrest.co.uk
or find us on Facebook.
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continued from page 19
Some other good ideas were also provided by visitors of all ages and these will help shape
future experiences and projects (making ‘bug hotels’ was a popular suggestion from several
youngsters).
These findings are very encouraging for us as it proves that the first area we hope to have
fully up and running for courses, the outdoor kitchen, is indeed the thing that appeals to the
broadest demographic. Our aim is to complete the wattle and daub natural oven and extend the
canvas awning to protect the rest of the seating area in case of inclement weather. We also look
forward to opening the gates to Forest School groups once we have completed the rest of the
tracks this year.
Lisa and Marc would like to say a big thank you to everyone who donated money into the
Trust’s community project funds and they greatly appreciated all the fantastic feedback which
they received.
Trees for sale – the bare-rooted season is over, but we do have plenty of trees in pots which
can be planted at any time of year. Please e-mail Lisa for further information.
For details of any courses/events, or if you would like the recipes for any of the
foods mentioned, please e-mail Lisa at the usual address – lisa.d.pugh@gmail.com or
thedeerwoodtrust@gmail.com

KINGSBRIDGE JAZZ CLUB
At THE JAZZ CELLAR
AVETON GIFFORD

“Kingsbridge Jazz Club” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s Rest on the first
Tuesday of the month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has become a unique
venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play, not only in the UK, but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the coming months are as follows:
4th June ~ Enrico Tomasso Quartet (Ticket only)
2nd July ~ Storyville Jassband
6th August ~ Jeremy Huggett’s Jazz Friends
www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club
www.facebook.com/kingsbridgejazzclub
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes by Rodney Bone
Summer Migrant Arrival Dates
Sand Martin

2019
17 March

2018
6 April

Earliest Record
14 March 2015

Swallow

23 March

2 April

19 March 1972

Housemartin

31 March

6 April

27 March 2000

Swift

23 April

22 April

20 April 2011

Willow Warbler

7 April

8 April

24 March 1991

Sedge Warbler

21 April

15 April

15 April 1988 & 2018

Whitethroat

21 April

21 April

17 April 1977

Cuckoo

Not heard

Not heard

18 April 1972

Spotted Flycatcher

5 May

10 May

27 April 2007

Rooks in AG Parish and Venn
Harraton

2019
51

2018
67

Bablands

11

12

Little Chillaton

26

33

Lixton

29

22

Lixton Wood

3

-

South Efford

16

15

Priamary School

12

17

Venn

20

18

Rectory Ashford Rd. Pines by play area

58

58

Stockadon

28

31

Total

254

273

Spring Highlights (Rod Bone and Eric Wotton)
10 Mar & still present: 1 Black
Swan
17 Mar: 4 Goosanders
24 Mar: a pair of Shoveler Ducks
17 Mar: 39 Black-tailed Godwits
18 Mar - 16 Apr: 1 Green Sandpi-

22

per
24 Mar - 9 Apr: 1 drake Gadwall
16 Apr: 1 Cetti’s Warbler
16 Apr: 5 Bar-tailed Godwits
18 Apr: 25 Shelduck
25 Apr: 1 Peregrine Falcon
5 May: 1 Garden Warbler
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The Minister’s
Review

by Matt Rowland

Access to Power

T

here’s a photograph
taken during John F
Kennedy’s time as President
of the United States of
America showing JFK
working at his desk in the
Oval Office in the centre
of the White House. The
office and the desk he is
working at are symbols of all
the power and authority of
the most powerful position
in the world, but also in
this photograph is one of
Kennedy’s small children,
in his dressing gown playing
under his father’s desk
before bedtime.
Imagine having that
access to the President of
the United States. Imagine
being able to pop in whenever it suited you, to see the
most powerful person in
the world, to chat with him

as a child to a father and to
know that he will not just
be available to see you, but
be happy to listen to anything you say and willing
to help you out in any way
he can.

In the Lord’s Prayer
Jesus teaches His disciples
to approach God, the King
of kings and President
of presidents, as Father.
Jesus taught His disciples
that they can approach
the Supreme Creator and
Ruler of the World, not in
trepidation but as Father,
because He has reached out
in love and offers to wipe
away our sins and adopt us
as His own children.
Over May and June the
churches of the Modbury
Mission community are
going to be thinking about
the Lord’s Prayer in our
Sunday services. Why not
come along to hear how you
can get started in prayer, or
revitalise a wilting prayer
life ?

Church Diary
June

July

Sun 2nd
Sun 9th

11 am
11 am

Sun16th

11am

Sunday Worship
Baptism with
Children’s Group
Common Worship
Morning Prayer

Sun 23rd 11 am
Sung Communion
Sun 30th 10.30 am Team Service at
Ringmore Church

Sun 7th 11 am Sunday Worship
Sun 14th 11 am Service on the Green,
Songs of Praise with
Children’s Group on
Rectory Lawns
Sun 21st 11 am Communion
Sun 26th 11 am Sunday Worship

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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A Compassionate Friend is
someone who looks out for
others and makes a difference
to those with a life limiting
illness or affected by loss.
There’s no limit to the ways in
which you can do this. Help
us bring compassion to the
South Hams community.

Get in touch today by calling 01752 964250 or at

stlukes-hospice.org.uk/compassion

Need a lift to a medical appointment?
Call Modbury Health Centre on 01548 830666
Need a friend for support and
companionship?
Call Sheila on 07554997140 or email
modburycaring@gmail.com
We are there for you, covering Modbury,
and the outlying villages
We need you too!!!
Could you give your time to someone who needs support and companionship
or use your car to provide lifts?
Why not volunteer to be a befriender (call
07554997140) or
a driver (call Michael on 01548810520)
Our help is free but we do need funding
Why not join the Friends of Modbury Caring
and help us?
Application forms available in the Health Centre

A G Tr e e s
Arboricultural Services
14 years' experience in Tree Care.
We undertake all tree work operations
including:
Crown cleaning
Formative pruning
● Crown thinning
● Crown lifting
● Crown reduction and reshaping
● Pollarding
● Tree felling
● Hedge trimming
● Clearing overgrown vegetation
● Brushwood chipping service
●
●

Written quotations or hourly rates.
Fully qualified and insured. Based in
the Kingsbridge area.

Tel: 07811 129 716
www.agtrees.co.uk
24
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mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our Parish magazine, which is published
bi-monthly and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well
as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrews Church circulation >450.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic
form. Please contact David Stevens [davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk] for more
information.
After 2 years at old levels, rates have been increased by an average of 4%
with effect from 1st January 2019. The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6
insertions (payable in advance please):
Size
Whole page
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth of page
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AG Parish Resident
Old rate £
New rate £
153
159
76.50
79.50
51
52.50
36
37.50

Non-resident
Old rate £
New rate £
207
216
105
108
64.50
66
51
52.50
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T: 01548 854313
E:info@fine-shine.com
W:www.fine-shine.com
1 Centurion Works, Lower Union Road
Kingsbridge, TQ7 1EF

• Carpets, Upholstery &
Rug Cleaning
• Stain & Odour Removal
• Car-Boat-Caravan
Wash & Valet
• Gutter Vacuum
• Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
• All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
• Window Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

FLETE
GARDENS

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance
Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435

Mewstone
Masonry
Pippa Unwin
Sculpture, Stonecarving, Fireplaces,
Lettering, Architectural Restoration,
Carving Courses
Please call in at the workshop if you see the lights on!
Avon Bridge, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4NT
www.mewstonemasonry.co.uk
info@mewstonemasonry.co.uk Tel. 07811 489230

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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TALKING SHOP WITH PETA & KATHERINE
Dear Lovely Customers,
By the time you read this we will have had our event
The Village Shop Extravaganza!

We hope it allwent well and you enjoyed yourselves and most importantly that
we raised a lot of money for our two charities Devon Air Ambulance and
Nerve Tumours.Org.UK.
We now have our fab ice creams in stock, do pop down and try one.
We are promoting our ten local authors who have all
written brilliant books, great for birthday presents.

We also have several Artists who are selling
their amazing art in the shop - do come down and see what
fantastic talent we have in the village.

Finally, if you feel like relaxing in our garden in the sun, then
come and have a tea, coffee or hot chocolate with a cake.
All served with a smile.
Happy Shopping in The Village Shop
					

Peta, Katherine, Connor and Jenny

Shop Opening Hours:

8-6 Monday to Friday, closed 1-2 Mondays & Thursdays;
8.30-3 on Saturdays and 8.30-1 on Sundays.
Contact: Tel 01548 550996 Email: peta.harper@gmail.com
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL

28

