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n Sunday 25th August
Aveton Gifford not
only hosted its famous
Classic Car Show but also
the launch of John Foale’s
Tractor Run. As forecast
in the last mAGpie, the
Contribution
project was supported by
Coordinators
McLaren, who provided a
Delia Elliott
720s for the day, plus their
01548 550298
top test driver.
Pippa Unwin
Crowds flocked into the
Sue May
car
park of The Fisherman’s
David Stevens
Rest, where they could view
the McLaren alongside
Proof Reading
John’s vintage tractor, a
David Stevens
Leyland 262. In addition, for a small fee, all of which went to the
Magazine Production
Devon Air Ambulance, petrol-heads experienced the acceleration
Pippa Unwin & Amy Clayton of a 200 mph supercar up AG hill. And, before you ask, of course
01548 550682
speed limits were not broken!
Visitors, including a representative from BBC Devon, were
Please send any
also
able to talk to John about the project. As most people in AG
article submissions
know,
John is a 74 year-old agricultural engineer who specialises
to our mAGpie email
in restoring vintage
address:
tractors and, between
now and December,
mAGpie.inbox@gmail.com
he will restore this 40
Articles for issue number
year-old tractor so that
125 must be submitted by
it looks pristine and
the 10th November 2019
is capable of running
the near 1,000 miles,
.
from John O’Groats
to Land’s End. In fact,
although even John may
agree that on this day
the hare won the race,
come May next year,
when the tractor run
continued on page 2
Deadline for copy for next issue: 10th November 2019

continued from page 1
will take place, it may be a different
story!
So plenty of time yet to prepare
the vehicle and plan for the epic
trip; we’ll keep you informed of
progress. In the meantime, John
is seeking patrons to help with the
expense of the project. If you feel
you would like to contribute, either
as an individual or as a business,
please contact Keith Beaumont
on keithbeaum@gmail.com. All
businesses will receive publicity
before and during the run.
If you would like to follow John
and The Tractor Run Project,
please visit his website: www.
foalevintagetractors.co.uk

Bypassing the Bypass

T

he volume of traffic
coming through Fore
Street has increased greatly
in the last few years. We
have a perfectly good
‘Bypass’ built in 1991, but
alas it is not being used by
the majority of through
traffic.
The vast increase in the
number of vehicles is due
to the use of satnav by the
majority of drivers which
means it’s not the drivers’
fault as they only follow
directions fed to them
by their devices. If the
companies concerned would
only change their routes and
send traffic via the ‘Bypass’
the traffic on Fore St would
be reduced significantly.
We have recently heard that
we may be able to get Fore
Street removed from most
satnav routes. The Parish
Council wants to set up a
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working group willing to
try this so, if you think you
could give up a few hours a
month to help, please get in
touch.
Another suggestion to
reduce the volume of traffic
through our Community
would be to make Fore
St ‘one way’, forcing 50%
of the traffic to use the
‘Bypass’. Every day cars,
lorries, buses, tractors etc
meet bonnet to bonnet on
Fore Street, creating traffic
jams, and while vehicles sit
stationary waiting for traffic
to clear, their engines pump
out dangerous polluting
fumes, reducing air quality
and increasing noise levels,
often even preventing
residents getting out of their
own front doors.
A lot of the problem
is because bigger vehicles
still use Fore St, even when

they don’t want to stop
here. How do we persuade
delivery lorries, courier vans,
hauliers, livestock lorries
etc from using Fore St as a
short cut to or from villages
further down the coast?
And what will stop local
commuters on their daily
journey to or from the A38?
Devon County Council
responded to complaints,
but conducted their survey
on a Thursday afternoon
in August; it was holiday
time, with light traffic light,
no schools, not a changeover day, and was not done
during end-of-work hours,
so their results didn’t reflect
the true situation.
What does everybody else
think about these problems
and possible solutions?
Please contact Dinah
Ashton with your ideas via
john@artashton.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Update on The Avon Estuary Patrol
from Stuart Watts, ACA Chairman

F

ollowing an outcry
at the Avon Estuary
Forum in 2018 and some
intensive lobbying by
the Aune Conservation
Association (ACA), readers
might like to know that we
have managed to reverse
the SHDC decision to
withdraw the Avon Patrol.
We believe this service is
vital to maintain the safety
and security of recreational
estuary users during the
summer months of July,
August and September,
especially given the upsurge
in popularity of kayaking,
canoeing, paddle boarding,
wild swimming, etc. over
the last few years.
Discussions about the
nature of an agreement
to underpin the Patrol
have been going on since
February 2019, but the
long-awaited drafting of a
formal contract by SHDC
legal services has galvanised
thinking and we have
now arrived at a situation
similar to what existed in
the past ie a contract to
provide the service between
SHDC (customer) and

the Bantham Estate (BE
- provider) with voluntary
annual contributions of
£500 each from the Avon
Valley Waterski Club, the
ACA and the Duchy of
Cornwall being made to the
BE. SHDC will contribute
£2500/year. The total
annual cost will be £4000
and the contract will run for
5 years, after which it will be
reviewed.
SHDC-licensed BE
staff and licensed boats
are out on the water on
a very frequent basis and
will report regularly to the
Salcombe Harbourmaster
about the conduct of the
Patrol and any necessary
interventions with the
public to uphold the
byelaws. BE started
operating the Patrol in
July this year, prior to the
contractual details being
finalised, as an act of good
faith.
Whilst the ACA, like
the other groups, is
very pleased about this
outcome, the increased
contribution represents a
very considerable chunk of

our reserves over a 5-year
period. Unlike the other
contributing groups, the
ACA, as an environmental
conservation charity, does
not have any regular source
of income and the extra
£250 is a large sum for us
to find on an ongoing basis
for the altruistic purpose
of conserving this very
important recreational
and tourism asset for the
general public. Therefore,
we shall need to consider
carefully how to continue
funding this valuable service
in the longer term. Our
participation in the South
Hams Lottery is one new
source of extra funds and
if you would like to help
us to keep the estuary safe
and secure, whilst standing
a chance of winning some
prize money, you could
make a donation via the
following link - https://
www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/
support/aune-conservationassociation
Thank you for your
support.

Soup & Pud Are Back !
The Soup and Pud Ladies are in action once more bringing their
delectations to the Village Hall between 12.30 and 2.00 pm on
the second Saturday of the month, starting October 12th.
Prices are £5 per person, half that for children, with the funds
going to the upkeep of the Hall.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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The 2019 AG Car Show

2

019’s Car Show was
once again the fortunate
recipient of spectacular
weather, plenty of visitors
and some amazing cars.
We had just over 150 cars,
tractors and motorcycles
on the field throughout the
day. In addition, there was a
tantalising selection of food
stalls and the obligatory ice
cream van! Not to forget of
course a genuine supercar
outside the pub, selling
rides as part of John Foale’s
trans-Britannia journey,
raising funds for the Air
Ambulance service. On the
topic of raising funds, I’m
delighted to report the Car
Show and Pre-school raffle
combined raised just over
£4500, which will all be put

into projects in the Parish
that support our children.
The Car Show’s success
is only possible thanks
to a number of residents
who very kindly donate
their time to do a variety
of things from manning
the gates to managing the
car park and a number of
things in between. Without
doubt very special thanks
and praise must go to
these people, as well as my
heartfelt gratitude. I haven’t
had a chance to contact you
all to say ‘Thanks’ yet, but
I’m very grateful for your
support - you all know who
you are! A special record
of appreciation should go
to Ian Stainton and Chris
Knapman, who are every bit

as guilty as I am for getting
this show on the road.
Planning is already
underway for next year’s
show, and it will hopefully
be at least as successful
as this year. To support
the event, I’ve launched
a new website, on which
car owners can register.
Also there is a gallery of
images, very kindly taken
by John Ashton, and video
or aerial footage from the
day. The address is www.
avetongiffordcarshow.co.uk.
‘Thanks’ once again
to all who supported and
attended - I look forward to
seeing you next year!
Rick Clayton

Lights Out Please AG Film Fest

AG Bonfire Night - and
Volunteers Please

The screening of entries in the AG
Film Fest run by SurfHams Film
Collective will be at 7.30pm on
Saturday 5th October in the Village
Hall. Tickets available in the Village
Shop, at £4 for adults and £1 for
minors (U-14).
Beneficiaries from the event this year
will be The Memorial Hall, Surfers
against Sewage and John Foales’
charity Tractor Run.

Festivities this year will
take place on Saturday 2nd
November. Refreshments
will be available from 6:00pm
(see Fisherman’s article, page
16) while the bonfire will be
lit at 7:00 and the fireworks
at 7:30. There is no entry fee
but donations will be collected
to cover the event itself, with
surplus proceeds going to the
Village’s Sports and Leisure
Group. The display costs in
the region of £1000, so a donation of £5 per family
would really help if possible, please.
Volunteer stewards will be very welcome please
- we need at least 14 people to make it happen
with supervision of building the bonfire, collection
buckets, lighting fireworks, bonfires, parking,
marshalls … If you are able to help, kindly contact
Colin Pearson on 07795 633605.
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OCTOBER - NOVEMBER Diary Dates for AG
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.

OCTOBER DIARY

Saturday 5th
Monday 7th
Thursday 10th
Saturday 12th

7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
12-2.00pm

Wednesday 23rd

9.30-10.30

AG Film Festival
Parish Council Meeting
WI - Andy’s Bike Ride (Andy Clarke)
‘Soup and Pud’, £5 per person, raising funds for the
Hall
Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)

Saturday 2nd
Saturday 2nd
Monday 4th
Saturday 9th
Wednesday 13th
Wednesday 20th

10.30am
from 6pm
7.30pm
12-2.00pm
7.30pm
9.30-10.30

Poppy Coffee Morning in Fisherman’s
Bonfire festivities (see separate notice)
Parish Council Meeting
‘Soup and Pud’
WI - Dartington Morris Dancers
Mobile Library Service (in Hall Car Park)

NOVEMBER DIARY

REGULAR EVENTS

Mondays

3 - 4.30 pm
7 - 8 pm

Monday Club
Table-Tennis Club -– All ages welcome
No class on first Monday of month.
Equipment provided. £1.50 per session
Tuesdays
4.30pm-5.30pm Pilates with Franny Morris (07590 506027)
5.45 - 6.45pm
Pilates with Franny Morris
7 - 8.30 pm
Yoga Class with Stephen Harding - term time only
Wednesdays 6.45 - 7.45 pm
Zumba
Thursdays
9.15-10.15pm
Zumba
Please note – Yoga breaks for holidays. Please check with instructors
re Zumba & Pilates

PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE’
{
9am - 12pm
Monday - Friday {
12 - 1pm
{
1 - 3.30 pm
Mondays
9 - 11 am
Mon - Wed
8am - 9am

Morning sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon sessions
Parents & Toddlers
Morning club at the Hive for both pre-school
and primary school aged children. Contact
Katie on agtoddlergroup@hotmail.com or
phone 01548 550665 for more information

• Half Term Holiday – Monday 21st to Monday 28th October (25th for the Pre-school)
• Back to school Tuesday 29th October.
For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition has
gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Beware - 72% of the population have been

targeted by scammers in the last 2 years

T

hat’s the estimate coming from Citizens Advice, and in their 2019 campaign they’re telling
everyone to become scam aware and to ‘stop, report and talk’.
The charity reports that scams and fraud seem to have become part of our daily lives. The
data underlines this - a recent Citizens Advice report found that almost three quarters of people
surveyed had been targeted by a scam in the previous two years, with 37% targeted 5 or more
times.
Citizens Advice wants everyone to become scam aware. Figures collected by their offices in
England and Wales suggest that 7 out of 10 people targeted by a scam don’t tell anyone about
it, possibly because they are ashamed, but anyone can be the victim of a scam. The age group
reporting the highest incidence is those between 40–60, whilst the most detrimentally affected
are those over 70.
To stop the scammers awareness needs to be raised and victims encouraged to take action. So,
the message is stop and recognise a scam, report it and then talk about it with family, friends
and neighbours so they can avoid further scams and protect themselves.
Anyone who thinks they have been scammed can get help and report it to • The Citizens Advice Consumer Service on 03454 04 05 06 or online at www.
citizensadvice.org.uk/sa19. Citizens Advice can also report problems to Trading
Standards, which is the organisation responsible for protecting consumers and the
community against rogue and unfair traders.
• Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or online at www.actionfraud.police.uk. Action Fraud
is the UK’s national reporting centre for fraud and internet crime. If debit cards, online
banking or cheques are involved in the scam the consumer’s first step should be to
contact their bank or credit card company; if the scam is a pension transfer, they need to
contact the provider immediately, along with the Pensions Advisory Service.
Some Common Scams
• Upfront payment / fee scams - this covers a wide range of situations and scam delivery
channels, but they usually ask for an upfront payment to unlock either a cash prize, a PPI
claim amount or for initiating a service.
-- There have also been recent reports in the North West of England of an advance
payment doorstep scam which targets people on Universal Credit. People are
followed home from Job Centres and the scammer then approaches the target
asking if they want to take out a government loan requiring an ‘advance fee’.
• Fake service / invoice - this also covers a wide range of situations, but asks for payment
for either a service the scam victim has never heard of, or for a service which ends up
being non-existent.
• Doorstep / street selling - typically these begin with the person getting an unrequested
knock on their door. The sales are often for expensive home improvements which the
victim does not want or gets pressured into.
• Investment - often conducted either online or over the phone, these can result in people
losing thousands of pounds for non-existent stocks, shares and other investments, such as
rare wine or art. Average losses are very high.
• Antivirus / computer - people are cold called and told they have a problem with their
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computer which, for a fee, can be fixed. Alternatively, the victim might initiate the
contact in response to an online advert or prompt claiming that their device has been
infected with a virus. Other computer scam methods involve offering bogus virus
protection or warranties.
Contactless card scams - contactless cards are ‘skimmed’ with details read or copied by a
card reader or phone nearby. While this is a relatively new crime and reporting figures are
low, there has been media speculation about a significant rise in this type of scam.
Online shopping and auction sites - items are advertised for sale, often at a bargain price,
with pictures to make it appear more genuine. The buyer is then pressured into paying
via bank transfer instead of a third party payment service. Once the payment is made the
item is either not received or is counterfeit.
Copycat Government official service scams - callers or websites claim to be official
government departments and sell services for a ‘fee’. For example, they might claim to
help process passports or drivers’ licenses.
Pension scams – pension freedoms introduced in April 2015 gave consumers added
flexibility but it’s essential that they make informed decisions using trusted sources.
The Citizens Advice report ‘Too good to be true’ calculates that, since April 2015, 8.4
million people have been offered unsolicited pension advice or reviews. In a survey, 88%
of consumers selected a pension offer containing scam warning signs, including out of
the blue offers promising high returns, pressure to sign paperwork, and offers to access
pensions before the age of 55.
Subscription traps or free trial scams – some unscrupulous companies use subscription
traps, and in particular continuous payment authority (CPA), to help themselves to
consumers’ accounts. Common ones include those offering health and beauty-related
products such as slimming pills or skin creams. The government has reaffirmed their
commitment to tackle subscription traps and empower consumers but, in the meantime,
consumers still need to take care.
Job scams – scams include taking money to write CVs or carrying out security checks;
some offer expensive training programmes that don’t exist, some even offer jobs that don’t
exist!
Ticket scams – consumers buy tickets for an event that is already sold out or the tickets
haven’t yet gone on sale. The tickets then either do not arrive or are fake. Consumers
should use credit cards or secure payments and ensure purveyors are members of STAR –
Society of Ticket Agents and Retailers.
Telephone Preference Service (TPS) or call blocking scams – scammers demand payment
for what should be free TPS, or sell call blockers which either do not work properly or are
part of an expensive subscription service.
Vishing – this is where the consumer receives a cold call aimed at extracting personal
information and details. Scammers often impersonate someone from a trusted
organisation, such as a bank, to manipulate people into transferring money or pass on
financial / personal details.
Smishing – text messages are used to lure people onto scam websites or invite them to call
premium rate numbers or download malicious content.
Phishing – emails and harmful links designed to deceive people into revealing personal
/ financial details. By spoofing emails, email addresses, websites and payment services,
scammers can trick people into believing they are dealing with genuine banks, traders
and/or authorities.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Morgan the Welshie

*

Celebrity Exclusive: His views on the Rugby
World Cup

Y

es, I know, I said I had retired and that you would never hear from me again!! Well, I was
joking. OK? Actually, I happen to know that some of you thought that Mum, Dad and I
had left the Village and a number of those hoped very much that I, in particular, had. I certainly
hadn’t planned to write any more, but there was a knock on the door yesterday and a smallish,
hairy person who I sort of recognised said that he needed (?) my thoughts on the upcoming
Rugby World Cup. I assume he meant mugme or bugbe or something like that, and past
readers will know that I’m a great fan. I have no idea what a world cup is, but Dad says it’s very
important and that I should treat the smallish hairy person’s request seriously.
They, Mum and Dad (yes, I know!) have just got back from that weird place, Oz, again.
They rushed out in a bit of a hurry to see their daughter (my aunt – yes, I know!) who has been
rather ill and I caught Dad reading some thing called a Pool Draw. Now, I know I’m only a
dog, but when I was a puppy it was made very clear to me that pools must not be left on carpets
or beds and that they must be taken outside. I also have learned that a draw is something that
Dad keeps my happy pills and treats in, so, I’m at a bit of a loss to know what he was reading. It
turns out he was seeing who was playing who, and when, in some game in Japan. I have no idea
what Japan is. Dad settled down to explain, and Mum got one of her little books out to help,
with the aid of diagrams.
It seems that it’s not just men in red, white, yellow or black shirts who spend lots of their
time (don’t they have jobs to go to ?) running round big fields with people shouting at them.
They shout a lot more when one or more of them falls over a white line at either end of the field
and a multi-coloured man blows a whistle. Dad often goes all noisy at this point, occasionally
all quiet and sulky. Whenever this man blows his whistle, I expect lots of my doggy mates, led
by Spaniel Carter, to appear but they don’t. It’s probably because there are no sheep to round
up. Anyway, it seems there are lots more men who want to do this and prove they are better
than all the others (in your dreams, France) and are meeting soon in this thing called Japan.
They play in pools at first (what?) but later they play on fields. It depends on what they win in
the pools whether they get to play on the fields.
(I’m sorry, I’m going to have to stop for a moment, I can feel one of my headaches starting).
Dad spotted that our team, the really good ones in red shirts, are playing something called
feegee. It’s a team apparently, not a musical instrument. Apparently they like to play with 7
men and not 15. Doesn’t sound very sensible to me. They are very good at running very fast,
but not for long. Mind you, if I lived on an island miles from anywhere and the tides were
getting much higher due to globular warning, I’d run fast too. Dad reminded me of the time
when a team from near where feegee is, a place called Western Samoa, played Wales and beat
them. We agreed it was a good job they hadn’t had to play a team from all of Samoa. I got
the giggles then, and got sent out into the garden where I took the chance to make a big poo.
(Sorry, pool).
OK, now down to business. I have been asked to include in these ramblings my opinion of
the prospects of both the top team (Wales), the also rans and the likely winner, so here goes:
Wales		
Foregone conclusion
Scotland
Better luck next time
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France
Huh
Ireland
Semi-finals
England
Get rid of the small Ozzie chap with the Welsh name, and forget that 		
		
Mummy told them not to get their nice white shirts all muddy.
New Zill
Finalists against Australia.
Dad and Mum have both read what I have just written, and have started packing in advance
of leaving the Village in disgrace. You have to remember that what I say in Welsh is not
necessarily what Dad writes in English, his translation skills are not great.
Enough already. I’m off to see if I can find any terriers or black Labradors to annoy (and
their owners, sorry). It’s goodbye from him and goodbye from us. (Until next time that is!).

Children’s Christmas
Craft Workshop
in Aveton Gifford Memorial Hall

Saturday 7th December 4 – 5.45 pm
ages 4-11 (Primary school age)

Lantern making, cooking crafts & Christmas story
- - - -✁- - - -✁- - - -✁- - - - ✁ - - - -✁- - - -✁- - - -✁- - - Name................................................................		

Age.......................

Address.......................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................
Phone number............................................................................................
I enclose £2 per child donation
Signed.........................................................................................................
Please return booking form asap to
Caroline Barker (Tel: 550730) cbprints@btinternet.com
Stonecot, Fore Street, AG (opp. Memorial Hall)
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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News from the Hive

The Pre-School Life Cycle

T

he Pre-school said farewell
to 17 children at the end
of the Summer Term when
they performed a dance telling
the story of the body and this
was followed by a barbecue
celebration. The Hive had
never seen so many people at
one time as the audience came
flooding in, including Class
1 from the Primary School.
Eventually it was standing
room only, until the back doors
opened up for alfresco hotdogs.
Whist the Summer break
might appear empty of activity,
the Hive has had an impressive makeover with new paint and improvements. Children were
excited to find a new planting layout with a couple of raised beds, a built-in roof over the
sandpit and painted games on the playground, plus some new natural resources.
In addition, several parents had organised a Grand Draw at the Classic Car Show and, by
approaching local businesses to generously support our cause, succeeded in getting donations
of an array of tokens, tickets and prizes. Together with much ticket selling, both beforehand
and on the big day, we raised a total of £1189. So, a big ‘thank you’ if you contributed to
this magnificent result. Some of the money will go towards the aforementioned summer
improvements while the rest has been allocated to updating the most needed learning resources.
The Pre-school is a Registered Charity and we very much rely on fundraising to meet the
costs of maintaining our building and grounds and buying resources and paying our staff. The
fees, much of which are paid through the local government scheme, are not sufficient to cover
these costs, so we are extremely
grateful for the supportive
community that we live in.
Reports have reached us
that last year’s Hive Graduates
have eagerly embraced the
Foundation class at Primary
School and are proudly wearing
their new school uniforms.
Meanwhile the Pre-school is
welcoming 10 little new recruits
this autumn, with more booked
in for the spring and summer.
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Parish Puzzlers

by Pippa Unwin

Climate Change themed crossword

Across:
1. Sixteen year-old Swedish environmental campaigner (5,8)
7.Protective layer of the stratosphere (5)
8. The number of years in a decade (3)
10. An overflow of water (5)
11. Carbon Dioxide …2 (2)
12. Pertaining to South polar region (9)
14. Vessel in which the Jumblies went to sea (5)
16. Renewable power source (4)
17. To cause or allow something to continue for a while (7)
18, 3 Down. A glacial episode during a past geological
period (3-3)
19. Extinction ………….., international movement using
civil disobedience to raise awareness of climate change
issues (9)
22. Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (inits 4)
23. Conditions such as rain, wind and temperature (7)
26. Substance in the atmosphere that absorbs and emits
radiant energy within the thermal infrared range (10,3)
28. Source of power that is naturally replenished, eg.16
across or 17 down (9,6)

Down:
1. Increased surface
temperatures observed on earth
(6,7)
2. Shortened name of
government energy efficiency
scheme (3)
3. See 18 Across.
4. More than warm (3)
5. …….. Monbiot,
environmental and political
writer (6)
6. Type of sustainable energy
produced by water flow (13)
9. Discharge of gas from a
vehicle (8)
10. A natural fuel such as coal
or gas (6)
13. To make one unable to think
clearly, to confuse (5)
15. Not out (2)
17. Power obtained by
harnessing the energy of the
sun’s rays (5)
20. Insect, vital for its role in
pollination (3)
21. Gas produced by natural
wetlands, animals and volcanoes
(7)
23. Unwanted or unusable
material, substances, or byproducts (5)
24. White frozen precipitation
(4)
25. Time .… A developing and
problematic situation, which will
become dangerous if not dealt
with (4)
27. A very long period of time
(3)

Answers on page 14
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Deer Wood Diaries

by Lisa Pugh
& Marc Biddle

Late Summer 2019: Heat waves,
History and a Huge Hedgerow
Harvest - The Humble Blackberry

Y

ou would have to have been living in a cool cave on a distant mountain not to know
that this summer has seen the highest temperatures in the history of the UK - 38.7 C (at
Cambridge Botanic Gardens on 25th July - Met Office official figures). There is no doubt that
we are in Climate Emergency.
But what has it meant here at the Wood? Well, it is definitely cooler under the shade of the
trees (a good reason for us all to get planting more), but most obviously we had some very
thirsty young trees in the nursery that needed plenty of watering. Also we had to ensure all
the recently planted Sweet Chestnut and the mixed coppice area got enough water to prevent
us losing the lot during the long dry spell. This represented no small feat, to spot water trees
planted out over an extensive area on the steep-sided western slopes. Needless to say, Lisa got
a very good workout for her calf-muscles during the summer months. We were very relieved
that the well we dug back in 2013 didn’t run dry at all and was able to continue providing
enough fresh clean water to ensure that all the trees’ as well as our own domestic drinking water
requirements were met.
Woodlands, due to their root and soil environment, provide vital water-table buffering that
helps make them resilient to many of the effects of drought, as well as other extreme weather
patterns - hence the importance of tree cover to mitigate some of the challenges we now face.
However if this trend of weather is set to not just continue, but to worsen, we will all need to
prepare against the increased risk of water shortages as well as the opposite extreme of more
flooding - more research on the cards for Marc to get his teeth into.
On the topic of research, we have been delving into the history of Deer Wood with a view
to incorporating it into future storytelling and creative arts courses here. As we mentioned in a
previous diary, Deer Wood was previously called Beer Wood (as it is situated by Beer Hill) and
prior to that it was known as ‘The Great Wood’.
Wanting to know more, we paid a
visit to the Devon Rural Archive near
Modbury and found the oldest recorded
accurate map of the area that they could
show us - the 1841 Tithe Map of Aveton
Gifford. From this map Beer Wood
appears to be smaller than it currently is
(see highlighted area on map), although
the fields in question may have been in
short term coppice cycle.
From various sources we uncovered
further facts:
• From at least 1841 - 2009 this
Woodland was part of Wizaller
Section from the 1841 Tithe map of Aveton Gifford
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Farm and was managed mainly as coppice. Not much is written prior to this, but Wizaller
Farm was part of a larger estate that included our current neighbour, Alleron. Thomas
Weymouth gifted Beer Wood as part of Wizaller Farm to a favored employee at the time.
• From the turn of the century and the advent of the First World War coppice management
started to go out of favour and many coppices across the UK, including Beer Wood, fell
into neglect and decline.
• It remained as such until the present day when, in 2012, Marc and Lisa became the new
owners.
We hope to interweave some of this history with the more folklore aspects of the wood, so
watch this space for future courses featuring some of these concepts.
Blackberries - the other main event of this month has to be the incredible harvest that our
now well-established hedgerows are providing. The bounty of blackberries this year inspired
rookie chef Marc to make his own jam for the very first time (without Lisa muscling in!).
Each year we face the prickly task of cutting back the brambles along the track edges to
prevent them from completely swamping access and during this work we take the opportunity
to harvest the more easily accessible ripe fruit. This year has by any standard been a real
bumper harvest: there have been many, many
large fruit, probably brought on by the hot
weather.
The blackberries of Deer Wood are of course
enjoyed not only by us (we really do have a lot
of them!) as throughout much of the year these
thorny shrubs also provide sustenance and
shelter for a lot of our wildlife; deer and rabbits
all enjoy grazing the tender young tips and
leaves, whilst bees, butterflies and moths drink
nectar from the flowers. All manner of insects
get sustenance from various parts of the bramble
during its growing season, particularly the Peach
Blossom Moth for whose larvae it is the main food source. Later on the ripe fruit are important
autumnal forage for dormice, wood mice, foxes and badgers (who eat the fallen blackberries as
well as any others that they are able to reach). Many birds also eat the rich dark fruit. Although
a prickly problem to larger creatures (like us), the thorny thicket nature of this shrub provides
great protection for a number of smaller nesting birds, mammals and insects.
So, if you have brambles, please think twice before totally cutting them all back because,
as you can see, brambles provide a vital habitat and food source for much of our beleaguered
wildlife. Instead you might wish to try managing it on a rotational regime of cutting one part
one year then leaving that section for the next couple of years to give the wildlife what they
need.
Lisa looked up the many foraging uses of brambles and blackberries and found some
surprising new recipe ideas. Not just for jams, syrups, jelly, ale, vinegar and wine, these
hedgerow fruits are also finding resurgence in many baked products. She found a great recipe
for Blackberry & Banana Bread that is a winner on many fronts; it combines really tasty,
healthy, vegan and gluten-free ingredients and is easy to make. For recipe details please e-mail
Lisa at the usual address: lisa.d.pugh@gmail.com or thedeerwoodtrust@gmail.com
Within Irish folklore medicine, bramble leaves, roots and fruits were, because of the plant’s
continued on page 14
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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continued from page 13
astringent and antiseptic properties, a common remedy for ailments such as colds, coughs and
flu. Bramble was also used to treat sore feet, cuts, burns, ulcers, kidney problems and diarrhoea.
There were various remedies also from mixing bramble juice with butter to treat swellings and
blackberry vinegar to treat fevers, colds, gout and arthritis.
In other uses, bramble stems are stripped of their thorns and made into cordage, typically
used for weaving baskets, thatches, and even beehives, while the roots yield a black dye, as well
as being used in the production of an orange and a green dye for wool in Scotland and Ireland
(ref: https://www.eatweeds.co.uk/)
Certainly a cornucopia of ideas for future courses in foraging and outdoor cooking, natural
dyes, paper making, and basket weaving.
If you would like any other information about volunteering or placing orders for bare rooted
trees this winter please do contact Lisa or Marc.

Aveton
Gifford

School Report

Opportunities and Events

H

ere we are again in
September ready for
another wonderful year,
full of exciting learning
opportunities and events for
the children.
We are really excited
to announce that we have
won the Tesco Bags of
Help scheme winning the
maximum amount of £4000
towards our Outdoor
Play and Learning Project
(OPAL). We have already
made some significant
changes to our playground,
with the most recent being
new decking that allows the
children easier access into
our PE shed. We would
like to say a massive ‘thank
you’ to everyone among

our community, family
and friends who helped us
achieve this; your support
was invaluable and really
appreciated.
Our amazing PTFA have
already been busy planning
fundraising events, starting
with a fashion show at
Malborough Village Hall
on Saturday 19th October
at 7.30pm. Tickets will be
on sale outside the School
and in the Office at £6.00
per person (which includes
a drink on arrival). This is
guaranteed to be an evening
of fun with the chance
to buy quality clothes at
40-70% off their normal
price. Everyone is welcome,
the more the merrier!

We are really pleased to
be able to announce that the
children will be continuing
to take part in weekly Forest
School sessions with our
qualified Forest School
Leader, Mrs Harding. These
are designed to give our
children the opportunity
to learn outdoor survival
skills, even if we hope that
they won’t be called upon
to practise them in the near
future !
We will be holding our
Harvest Service led by the
Years 2 & 3’s on Thursday
3rd October at 9.30am in St
Andrews Church, everyone
is welcome.
With thanks and best
wishes from the AG Team

Crossword Answers: Across: 1. Greta Thunberg, 7. Ozone, 8. Ten, 10. Flood, 11. CO, 12.
Antarctic, 14. Sieve, 16. Wind, 17. Sustain, 18. Ice-Age, 19. Rebellion, 22. IGES, 23. Weather,
26. Greenhouse Gas, 28. Renewable Energy.
Down: 1. Global Warming, 2. Eco, 3. See 18 across, 4. Hot, 5. George, 6. Hydroelectric, 9.
Emission, 10. Fossil, 13. Addle, 15. In, 17. Solar, 20. Bee, 21. Methane, 23. Waste, 24. Snow,
25. Bomb, 27. Eon.
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Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

The End of a Fine Season

H

ere we are again
approaching the end
of the growing year and
what a year of ups and
downs weatherwise!! It’s
sad to see the plants we
have nurtured for so many
months, and which have
given us such a bountiful
return, start to die off. But
all the hard work was worth
it, as proved by the number
of ‘allotmenteers’ who won
prizes at the Village Show.
Well done to everybody.
Once again there have
been successes and failures!
This year my corn on
the cobs were filled with
earwigs - needless to say we
had none of those. Runner
beans however provided a
plentiful supply (but then
they usually do), while
the polytunnel gave us a
splendid crop of yellow,
green and red chillies, along
with cucumbers, tomatoes
and sweet peppers - so all
was not lost.

There is still time to
plant a few over-wintering
brassicas, turnips, spinach
all plots are once again
and spring greens, so I
occupied, but we shall of
will plant these in the
course maintain a waiting
polytunnel. But I think I
list; so, if you are interested
will give the outside plot
in joining us, please let me
some well deserved manure,
have your details.
cover it over and let it rest
And now, with the nights
until next spring. I am also
drawing in, it is time to pore
going to try some green
over the seed catalogues
manure which helps to
and plan for next year.
suppress weed growth and
Until next time, Happy
improve soil structure.
Gardening, Jackie (tel:
Our new allotmenteers
01548 550110)
have done really well and
are tackling
their plots
STANBOROUGH CHORUS
with great
conducted by Christopher Fletcher
enthusiasm
Saturday 23rd November 7.30 p.m.
and it is
nice to see
St. George’s Church Modbury
their young
children
HANDEL’S MESSIAH
enjoying
Soprano - Susanna Fairbairn
themselves
too.
Counter tenor - Robert Ogden
I am
Tenor - Ben Thapa
pleased to
Bass - Njabulo Madlala
say that
Divertimento Orchestra
Tickets £15 in advance / £17 on the door
(under 16’s free entry) will be available
from:
Pickles of Modbury (01548 830412)
Kingsbridge Information Centre
May Crimp (01548 842361)
Tom Gilkes (01548 560973)
Jenny Kinder (01548 810750)
and all Choir members
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Fisherman’s Rest

Autumn Highlights

01548
550284

M

ark & Athenia say that rumours regarding a change of name
to the Tractorman’s Rest are completely without foundation;
however local celebrities can often be found there of an evening as
they enjoy a well-earned, refreshing tipple.
November 2nd will see ..
• Poppy Appeal Coffee Morning from 10:30 am
• Bonfire Night festivities (see also page 4) which will be
accompanied from 6:00 pm by food and refreshments for
the revellers. These will include burgers, sausages, toffee apples, hot chocolate and mulled
wine.
November will also feature a Craft Market Day in the downstairs function room as last
year but details are not available as we go to press, so please see the Fishernan’s website or
Facebook page (as below).
Saturday December 7th will see the ceremony to switch on the Christmas lights outside
the Fisherman’s. Further details will be available in due course but last year a procession started
from the Village Hall at 6:00 pm, and included carol singing, a ceremony to bless the tree,
mulled wine and mince pies, and was rounded off with some seasonal entertainment.
Athenia has already started taking bookings for Christmas & New Year (Christmas Eve
curry and quiz; Christmas Day lunch; New Year … booking essential for each). So, to be sure
not to miss out, call into or phone the pub
Regular Events at the pub
* Quiz nights: on the third Thursday of the month - thus, October 17th and November
21st starting at 7:30pm, with the quiz itself at 8:00.
* Kingsbridge Jazz Club: on the first Tuesday of the month starting at 7:30pm: October
1st - Slide by Slide - featuring Kevin Grenfell and Richard Leach on trombones, they
play a great variety of music ranging from the traditional songbook through to the
contemporary; Kevin brings an impish sense of humour that’s sure to entertain, with
Richard Hughes on piano, Simon Smith on double bass and Graham Smith on drums;
November 5th - The Sopranos - an exciting six piece jazz band that plays a wide variety
of swinging jazz with influences ranging from New Orleans, to Arlo Guthrie, via Sydney
Bechet, Johnny Dodds and Jimmy Noone: https://sopranosjazz.weebly.com
[Please note: Early Bird Dine & Jazz, with a special menu (choice of 3 mains - including
a vegetarian option - and 2 sweets) served between 6.00 and 6.30pm (booking essential,
which must be before 6 pm Monday please) and the ability to reserve seats in the Jazz
Cellar.]
* Knit & Natter sessions every Monday, starting at 10:30am.
* Fish & Chips: eat in every Friday from 7:00pm; only £6.75. Or, if you prefer, takeaway
fish & chips available Monday to Saturday 7:00 to 9:00 and Sunday 7:00-8:30.
* Ukelele Group meets every Monday evening at 7.30 [numbers are growing, so come
along - it’s finger-pickin’ good]
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Other facilities (call anyone at the Pub to make arrangement
* Skittle Alley: available for bookings; minimum of 10 people at £1 per person
* Small Disco: including equipment and facilities;
* Function Room: with space for 80 people and a separate bar area; ideal for special
events and informal parties
* Package for conferences: with a large screen TV and a projector viewing room.
For the latest information: see the Fisherman’s website www.thefishermansrest.co.uk
or find us on Facebook.

St. Andrew’s Church, Aveton Gifford

Harvest Service

with Family Communion

and children’s group
followed by a bring and share
lunch

11am 13th October

Collection of dried and tinned food for Shekinah Mission supporting the homeless
in Plymouth

KINGSBRIDGE JAZZ CLUB
At THE JAZZ CELLAR
AVETON GIFFORD

“Kingsbridge Jazz Club” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s Rest on the first
Tuesday of the month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has become a unique
venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans.
Come along and enjoy the high standard of live music that you would normally only
expect to experience at a large city venue.
Bands for the coming months are as follows:
1st October ~Slide by Slide
5th November ~ JB Jazz & Blues Band
3rd December ~ Members’ Christmas Party
www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club
www.facebook.com/kingsbridgejazzclub
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes by Rodney Bone

Changes in Wader Numbers on the Avon
Estuary over the Last 50 Years

F

or the last fifty years I have recorded on a monthly basis the numbers of all waders,
wildfowl and gulls on the Avon Estuary. Most of the waders are passage migrants who only
stay for a short period, mainly from July to September. Some of them are based on Dartmoor
and some on Devon rivers but their situation is increasingly worrying as their numbers get
smaller every year. Land changes in the uplands (Dartmoor) where some breed are believed
to be at the root of the problem where early grass cutting, drainage and afforestation lead
to predation of nests and young; other factors are at work in Europe where Lapwings and
Curlews can be legally shot.
SPECIES
Oyster Catcher
1970’s
1980’s
1990’s
2000’s
2010’s
Lapwing
1970’s
1980’s
1990’s
2000’s
2010’s
Dunlin
1970’s
1980’s
1990’s
2000’s
2010’s
Ringed Plover
1970’s
1980’s
1990’s
2000’s
2010’s

Jul

Aug

145
90
23
19
4

80
73
56
37
20

220
85
16
2
-

260
187
22
14
1

6
26
6
2
8

58
83
52
40
19

2
2
1
2

70
94
31
2
12

Sep SPECIES
Curlew
150 1970’s
100 1980’s
59 1990’s
55 2000’s
43 2010’s
Redshank
150 1970’s
150 1980’s
31 1990’s
4 2000’s
2010’s
Greenshank
45 1970’s
43 1980’s
46 1990’s
33 2000’s
44 2010’s
Common Sandpiper
74 1970’s
28 1980’s
38 1990’s
18 2000’s
18 2010’s

Jul

Aug

Sep

100
90
95
26
29

124
95
75
32
32

131
94
75
43
32

40
41
26
2
8

61
55
27
3
10

55
56
27
4
9

8
5
5
2
3

16
14
11
4
7

15
16
15
4
8

41
15
10
8
4

21
16
10
12
7

10
13
5
4
3

Late Summer Highlights with Eric Wotton
14 Jul-13 Aug: 1 Whimbrel on SEM
4 Aug: 27 Little Egrets at Nest Colony
4 Aug: 2 Wood Sandpipers on SEM
12 Aug: 14 Black-tailed Godwits
17 Aug: 3 Turnstones
19-20 Aug: 1 Osprey on SEM
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20 Aug: 2 Green Sandpipers on SEM
24 Aug: First Teal back on SEM
24 Aug: 1 juvenile Yellow Wagtail on
SEM
26 Aug: 1 Grasshopper Warbler
SEM = South Efford Marsh
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The Minister’s
Review

by Matt Rowland

Certainty at an Uncertain Time

A

s I write there is great
political uncertainty.
Will Britain leave the
European Union on 31st
October? Will we leave with
a deal? What will be the
effects on the economy? By
the time you read this we
may have some certainty in
these uncertain times!
St Luke, who wrote one
of the early biographies
of Jesus’ life, says at the
beginning of his Gospel,
‘Therefore, since I myself
have carefully investigated
everything from the
beginning, it seemed good
also to me to write an
orderly account for you,
most excellent Theophilus,
so that you may know the

certainty of the things you
have been taught.’
Luke wanted Theophilus
to be certain of who Jesus
was and what it meant to
follow Him. To meet that
aim, Luke tells us that he
spoke to the eye witnesses,
those who heard, saw,
touched, ate and spoke with
Jesus, so that Theophilus
could be certain.
In our current age we are
often nervous of anyone
who says they are certain
when it comes to matters of
faith. It can appear narrow,
arrogant, superior and even
dangerous. There have
been plenty of Christians
like that. But a certainty
over who Jesus is should

humble rather than puff up
a person. Luke tells us that
Jesus came to ‘seek and save
the lost.’ When someone
understands who Jesus is
and how He offers new
spiritual life to those who
cannot earn their way into
God’s family, that certainty
should breed humility and
thankfulness.
This Autumn in
the Modbury Mission
community, come along
to one of our services as
we look together at Luke’s
gospel to have humble
certainty.

Church Diary
October

November

Sun 6th
Wed 9th
Sun 13th

Sun 3rd
Sun 10th
Wed 13th
Sun 17th
Sun 24th
Wed 27th

11am
Sunday Worship
7.30 pm Bible Study *
11am
Family Harvest
Communion
followed by a bring
& share lunch in
Church
Sun 20th 11am
Songs of Praise for
loved ones departed
Wed 23rd 7.30pm Bible Study *
Sun 27th 11 am Holy Communion

11 am
10.45 am
7.30 pm
11 am
11 am
7.30pm

Sunday Worship
Remembrance
Bible Study *
Holy Communion
Sunday Worship
Bible Study *

* please contact Caroline Barker, 550730,
for venue
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Can you Help ?

Rowcroft Hospice is looking for volunteers to help with its fundraising.
The Hospice supports over 2,000 patients with life limiting conditions, and their
families, each year.
We need volunteers to:
• help promote events by putting up posters in local communities
• help out at fundraising events - perhaps a fundraising stand, a bucket collection or
helping with refreshments
If you would like more information, please visit www.rowcrofthospice.org.uk
or contact Angie on angie.thomas@rowcrofthospice.org.uk or 01803 217628.
Kind regards Angie Thomas
Community Fundraising Assistant
Tel: 01803 217628 (Please note my hours are Tues/Wed/Thurs 8.30-3.00)

www.rowcrofthospice.org.uk
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Rowcroft Hospice, Avenue Road,
Torquay TQ2 5LS

Registered Charity No: 282723
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T: 01548 854313
E:info@fine-shine.com
W:www.fine-shine.com
1 Centurion Works, Lower Union Road
Kingsbridge, TQ7 1EF

• Carpets, Upholstery &
Rug Cleaning
• Stain & Odour Removal
• Car-Boat-Caravan
Wash & Valet
• Gutter Vacuum
• Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
• All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
• Window Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

FLETE
GARDENS

www.turkeysfromdevon.co.uk
Our bronze free-range turkeys are
traditionally reared and prepared in the
time-honoured way to give a moist,
flavoursome meat for the centrepiece
of your Christmas table. They meet the
Golden Promise standard with welfare a
top priority.
For further information or to place your
order please ring the Walters family
in Kingston on (01548) 810259 or
order online
Home-reared sausages, bacon, hams and
other meats also available to order.
Potatoes now available from
Whympston Farm, Modbury and
Scobbiscombe Farm, Kingston

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance
Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435

Mewstone
Masonry
Pippa Unwin
Sculpture, Stonecarving, Fireplaces,
Lettering, Architectural Restoration,
Carving Courses
Please call in at the workshop if you see the lights on!
Avon Bridge, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4NT
www.mewstonemasonry.co.uk
info@mewstonemasonry.co.uk Tel. 07811 489230
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Located in Aveton Gifford, we make
plant-based sweet treats, celebration
cakes, brownies, cookies, quiches and
more.
We offer free delivery in the Village freshly baked goods straight to your
door.
Contact us for more information or find us
on Facebook where you will find a selection
of our products:

Scott and Sarah
littleacornbakery@hotmail.com
Tel – 07397 399992

Need a lift to a medical appointment?
Call Modbury Health Centre on 01548 830666
Need a friend for support and
companionship?
Call Sheila on 07554997140 or email
modburycaring@gmail.com
We are there for you, covering Modbury,
and the outlying villages
We need you too!!!
Could you give your time to someone who needs support and companionship
or use your car to provide lifts?
Why not volunteer to be a befriender (call
07554997140) or
a driver (call Michael on 01548810520)
Our help is free but we do need funding
Why not join the Friends of Modbury Caring
and help us?
Application forms available in the Health Centre

A G Tr e e s
Arboricultural Services
14 years' experience in Tree Care.
We undertake all tree work operations
including:
Crown cleaning
Formative pruning
● Crown thinning
● Crown lifting
● Crown reduction and reshaping
● Pollarding
● Tree felling
● Hedge trimming
● Clearing overgrown vegetation
● Brushwood chipping service
●
●

Written quotations or hourly rates.
Fully qualified and insured. Based in
the Kingsbridge area.

Tel: 07811 129 716
www.agtrees.co.uk
22
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TALKING SHOP
The Shop held it’s second event at the end of August and
raised £87.50 for each of Diabetes UK and Cancer
Research. Many thanks to all who attended and the
three bands who played such fabulous music.
Connor has left the Shop due to a move to Paignton - we
thank him for his hard work and we wish him the best for
the future. We now have a vacancy for a Sales Assistant
to work one day in the week as well as some weekend
working. Please email your cv to peta.harper@gmail.com or pop
into the Shop to have a chat with her.
Sorry to mention that word ‘Christmas’ so early, but the Shop will again be
providing Christmas hampers and you are invited to place your orders in the
Shop very soon.
Happy Shopping in The Village Shop
Peta and Katherine
Shop Opening Hours:

8-6 Monday to Friday, closed 1-2 Mondays & Thursdays;
8.30-3 on Saturdays and 8.30-1 on Sundays.
Contact: Tel 01548 550996 or 01943 657866
Email: peta.harper@gmail.com

Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL

mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our Parish magazine, which is published
bi-monthly and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well
as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrews Church circulation >450.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic
form. Please contact David Stevens [davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk] for more
information.
Rates from 1 January 2019 - £
Size
AG Parish Resident
Whole page
159
Half page
79.50
Quarter page
52.50
Eighth of page
37.50
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Non-resident
216
108
66
52.50

