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ots of offers of help and many good ideas have come
forward in the last few days. The Parish Council will now
take on the management and co-ordination of these so that we
can put things in place to help everybody out during what is
going to be a very testing time. The councillors want to reassure
you that they are already working to get things in place and,
in particular, to make sure that help gets out to older or more
vulnerable people who will now have to lead more restricted
lives.Information and updated news will be posted on the
Aveton Gifford website and on the Aveton Gifford Facebook
page.
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- We need to identify all of our residents who will need special
help over the coming months. If you will need help yourself,
or could suggest a neighbour who might, please will you let us
know. If you use social media, let us know through Facebook or
the website and, if not, please contact one of the following:
Stephen Harding - 01548 550612
Lindy and David Davis Berry - 01548 550582
Ros Brousson - 01548 550792
Neil and Caroline Barker - 01548 550730
Pippa Unwin - 01548 559234
Amy Clayton - 01548 550682
Roger and Nikki Smallridge - 01548 550100
Delia Elliott - 01548 550298
Please keep a list of these names and phone numbers in case
you need them.
We will also need to draw up a list of volunteers. For those
who use Facebook, please let us know that way or, if not,
through a contact form on the website, or alternatively please
continued on page 2
Deadline for copy for next issue: 10th May 2020

continued from page 1
contact Ros Brousson who is drawing up this list – 01548 550792 or brousson@btinternet.com
It would be helpful if you could please add if you have any particular skill, or have a car
which could help with deliveries, or bringing back shopping.
- We’ve had this very helpful suggestion sent through this week which we’d like to pass on:
If all the younger healthy people and families could each choose one elderly neighbour to
help through the whole duration isolation period, once or twice a week, for shopping etc... then
the whole Parish could be covered and no one should go without. A handful of people can’t
help everyone. Please help at least ONE elderly neighbour - it will make a difference.
- We have already had some very helpful offers of help, and would like to thank everybody
who has volunteered for shopping, driving, deliveries, collection of prescriptions etc.
- We will also make sure that we get the best advice possible to keep you all safe for deliveries
and assistance – both for anyone who is isolated and also our volunteers.
- One way everybody can keep in instant
contact with one another is by setting up and
using WhatsApp. It’s already being used by
many self-help local groups around the country
who are a couple of weeks ahead with the spread
of the infection than we are, and it’s proved to
be one of the best ways of keeping in touch,
especially for asking for help, and for local
groups to organise their own volunteer teams.
- Most people who have mobile phones will
be able to use WhatsApp, so it’s a really useful
way of keeping our elderly and vulnerable and
housebound in the loop. And once we all have
much tighter restrictions on our movements, it’s
a great way of just chatting to them! Please can
you help any of your neighbours to download
the app so that they can talk to you at least
– you mustn’t get too close to anyone selfisolating, but there will still be a way for you
to get them connected as long as you don’t do
anything that might transmit the virus by any
form of physical contact with their phone (Govt
advice is that if you touch anything with a hard
surface the virus can stay active for up to 72
hours).
- And finally ... thank you all very much for all your help and support for each other in the
weeks to come.

*** STOP PRESS ***

This issue has been significantly impacted by the changing Coronavirus
situation, with information changing radically even within a few hours.
mAGpie normally advises to check the AG website, but this time it is even
more important as information given in good faith may well have been
rendered obsolete. We have looked to provide contact details wherever
possible as another way for you to be able to check the latest situation.
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Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

APRIL - MAY Diary Dates for AG
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
In the current situation we are providing the best information we can, but things are
changing frequently, so please confirm using contact details provided.

APRIL DIARY
Wednesday 1st
Saturday 4th
Monday 6th
Thursday 9th
Saturday 11th
Wednesday 22nd
MAY DIARY
Thursday 7th
Monday 11th
Thursday 14th
Wednesday 25th

2 - 4pm
2 - 4pm

Bluebird Care training - cancelled
Children’s Craft Workshop with Caroline Barker
- cancelled
7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting - this and all regular meetings will
be conducted on-line between councillors
7.30pm
WI - Members’ Activity Evening - cancelled
12 - 2pm
No ‘Soup & Pud’ - last one for 2019-20 season was March
9.30 - 10.30am Mobile Library Service - suspended - see notice page 6
All day
6.30pm
7.30pm
9.30-10.30

Local elections scheduled for this day postponed
Parish Annual Meeting - postponed
WI - AGM & talk - TBC, please check
Mobile Library Service - suspended - see page 6

REGULAR EVENTS - many cancelled until further notice - please check with
coordinator
Mondays
3 - 4.30 pm
Monday Club - cancelled until further notice
7 - 8 pm
Table-Tennis Club - continuing at players’ discretion
Tuesdays
4.30pm-5.30pm
)Pilates with Franny Morris - cancelled until further
5.45 - 6.45pm
) notice. (07590 506027)for info
7 - 8.30 pm
Yoga Class with Stephen Harding - 01548 550612 for info
Wednesdays
6.45 - 7.45 pm
Zumba - please see separate notice page 13
Thursdays
9.15-10.15pm
Zumba - with Hannah - 07454 003091 for info
PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE’ all schools closed until further notice except for
designated pupils - please check with the school if necessary
Monday - Wednesday
8 - 9am
Morning Club at The Hive for both pre-school and
primary school-aged children
Contact Katie for information - phone 01548
550665 or at agtoddlergroup@hotmail.com
{
9 - 12pm
Morning sessions
Monday - Friday {
12 - 1pm
Lunch Club (Check with coordinator)
{
1 - 3.30 pm
Afternoon sessions (not on Thursday
Mondays
9 - 11 am
Parents & Toddlers (closed until further notice)
* Summer term would normally begin – School: Tues. April 14th; Pre-School: Wed. 15th
* Half term - both School & Pre-School: Mon 25th - Fri 29th May inclusive
* Summer Term would normally end – School: Thurs. July 23rd; Pre-School: Fri. July 17th

For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition has
gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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News from the Hive

Strange Sightings

with disabilities in the West Country.
After that, a white elephant appeared looking
for a good home. He was in need of a brush
(paint) and was also losing his trunk. With
some patching up and new decorations he has
now settled in nicely.

T

he Hive is currently looking bright with a
mural of outer space depicting the planets
of our Solar System. From the ceiling hang
satellites which the children have designed
using a Knex construction kit while alongside
the satellites are all the planets from our Solar
System.
There have been some strange sightings too.
One week no children came to school - only a
crocodile, accompanied by a bear, a ballerina, a
knight, a farmer, a mouse and some princesses.
Marita from Latvia read us Little Red Hen in a
strange new language. Soon we were all naming animals in this strange new tongue. We
received donations of £22.50 that week for the
charity Crackerjacks which supports children
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It must be spring because a 3 week old lamb
popped in, as well as 2 tortoises, and there are
Blue Tits to be seen clearly on our bird box
cam, bringing in moss and feathers to make a
nest.
Meanwhile, the country’s crisis has terminated
the Easter craft plans as the Pre-school must
close its doors on Friday to all but vulnerable
and ‘key’ workers’ children - for now. We plan
to keep parents informed
through emails and birdbox updates on Facebook.
The Pre-school email inbox will be checked daily
on weekdays throughout
the closure, so anyone
needing to contact us,
please email avetongiffordpreschool@yahoo.
co.uk
Stay well. Mandy Tucker

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Future Events for This Spring and Summer
While none of us know yet just how long our lives will have to be restricted and our
events affected, the Parish Council has had to make a couple of decisions.
The Swimming Pool will not be opening this year in May, as both the training
sessions and the use of the pool will bring people into unacceptably close contact.
However, if we find that later in the year the Coronavirus situation allows some of these
restrictions to be relaxed, Nigel has said that he can provide a crash resuscitation course
to allow us to open for the end of the season. If that happens, full details will be available
on our website, Facebook page and Parish noticeboards
Arrangements for the Bantham Swoosh are unknown at the time the mAGpie went
to press, but full information will be put on the website as we get it.
At the moment it’s far too soon for any decisions from the Car Show Committee about
the Classic Car Show in August, but any information will again go onto the AG
website and Facebook pages as we are notified.

Revamped AG Website

O

ur website has been updated.
Since Christmas Amy Clayton has been setting up a new, updated, Aveton Gifford
website so that it will be easier to use and read across a variety of devices, including mobile
phones, tablets etc.
We will include a dedicated Coronavirus section which will give you all the latest information
as we get to know it ourselves. It will give you updated information from the Shop; from local
food suppliers; about volunteers who can collect prescriptions or medicines, or deliver food
supplies; and as much other news or help as we can give you.
The website address remains the same: https://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
PS On the subject of websites and Coronavirus there’s also the government one:
www.gov.uk/coronavirus

A Message from Kingsbridge Age Concern
We are extending our regular services to support the local elderly community
and are now offering a TAKE-AWAY AND HOME DELIVERY SERVICE throughout
Kingsbridge and the surrounding areas. This is in addition to operating our normal
Monday to Friday drop-in lunches and Saturday morning breakfasts.
If you have elderly parents living in the Kingsbridge area and are unable to reach
them yourself to offer support or deliver food, please get in touch and we can add them
to our weekday delivery service list.
Our team of volunteers will deliver a 2-course meal to our customers’ doors Monday
to Friday between 12pm and 1pm. Freshly made soup and a main course for £6.
Lunches are available to anyone over the age of 55 and Saturday morning breakfasts
are open to all.
Tel: 01548 856650 or direct message us for further details
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Our Local Food Bank

T

he Village Shop will continue to accept all donations of food for Kingsbridge Food Bank
(it doesn’t even matter if it has been purchased elsewhere, they are still happy to take it) and
now they will also collect donations of money so that they can purchase the supplies that will be
needed. If you wish to donate money, please hand it in an envelope (addressed Food Bank) at
the counter. Alternatively, information about a BACS transfer can be found on the Food Bank
website.
Our Aveton Gifford Food Bank coordinator is Lucy Cassidy. If you find yourself in need
of any assistance, or you know of any family who will need help, please contact her on 07977
050933 or call the Food Bank on 01548 853287, or 07759 683567 or 07746 937514. All
information and applications will be treated with sensitivity and in the strictest confidence.
We also have a message from Gerrie Messer who is in charge of our local Kingsbridge Food
Bank:
The Food Bank will continue to help its current client list - but will also be on hand for
elderly, vulnerable and isolated members of our communities.
Our formal referral programme will be relaxed slightly during the CoVid-19 crisis and we
will be accepting referrals from more organisations and individuals. We are very lucky that the
Food Bank is so well supported that we can extend our service in this way.
We are setting up a system where we can be updated and notified of ANYone in need of
help. Whether it is due to isolation, illness, lack of transport, or lack of money, every reasonable
request for help will be answered.
We can assist with food parcels, fuel top-up and home-cooked meals (from Monday 23rd
March) and, with assistance from others, we can offer telephone calls to isolated people to
ensure they are not isolated from all contact.
We have secured extra donations to enable us to be able to start managing this situation.
Best regards, Gerrie, 07759 683567, Kingsbridge Area Food Bank Trustee
Further information can be seen on the website www.kingsbridgefoodbank.org.uk

Devon Library Services
Things have changed significantly since the coverage of services in issue 126.
The decision has been made to temporarily take the mobile library off the
road and close all library buildings. To keep up to date with library news relating to
disruption caused by the coronavirus please visit the Devon Libraries website - www.
devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/coronavirus-updates
Library members can borrow eBooks, eAudiobooks and eMagazines free
with their card and PIN number. To find out about these options visit: www.
devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/ebooks or www.devonlibraries.org.uk/web/
arena/emagazines.
You can join the library by visiting www.devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/jointhelibrary; or call 03445 1551001 if you need support or you’ve lost your membership /
PIN details.
The Home Library Service has had to be stopped temporarily as it serves
vulnerable/at risk readers and many volunteers are also over 70.
The Good Neighbours ticket is operational but the library needs to be open for
people to use it and take things out for their friends/family/neighbours.
The Mobile Library will be back on the road as soon as possible and Heidi, the Mobile
Librarian, looks forward to seeing you again on her next visit to Aveton Gifford.
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Avon News

T

here was good news at a recent meeting of the Avon Estuary Forum.
The Bantham Estate confirmed that they would be continuing the operation of the
Avon Patrol which last year made a valuable contribution to the safety and security of many
Estuary users.
There was discussion of possible improvements to the Bantham-Bigbury ferry operation and
how these might link to footpath proposals from Natural England to the advantage of local
walkers and regional tourism.
Various topics relating to environmental issues were also aired, including potential ‘bag
limits’ on the hand collection of foreshore species such as bait worms, scallops, cockles, mussels
and limpets.
Following the meeting concerns were raised about local reports of diseased crabs and lobsters
that might be victims of ‘black spot’ disease.
The Avon Estuary is a biannual meeting of all those agencies and individuals with a relevant
interest in the Estuary. It is usually held in Thurlestone Parish Hall and anybody is welcome to
attend. Further details are available at http://auneconservation.org.uk/?p=2601
**********************************************

DWT are Looking for Volunteer Cattle Checkers
at South Efford Marsh Nature Reserve

This spring/early summer we’re hoping to have a small herd of Dexter cattle grazing on
the Nature Reserve for a few months. These cattle are a small, hardy breed well suited to
the conditions here and are being used specifically for conservation grazing. This herd are
apparently very friendly!
We’re looking for local people that could help with checking on the cattle during the week.
The check could take anything from 10 minutes (if they are close to the main gate) or possibly
30 minutes (if they are at the far end of the grazing area). The cattle need to be checked once a
day from Monday to Friday, but even if you could just offer to check one day a week we would
be very grateful for the help.
Please contact Jackie Gage on 07966 402391 or via jgage@devonwildlifetrust.org if you
think you could help and would like more information. Thank you.
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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I

Doreen Tarr 21.8.33 - 28.11.19

t was with great sadness
we lost Doreen this
winter, a lady who many
inhabitants of AG, both
past and present, will
remember with great
affection.
Born Doreen Baker, she
was the eldest of six children
and grew up at Hazelwood,
where her father worked.
She started work as a
nanny to the children of
local families, before
meeting Colin Tarr
from Outer Weeke
to whom she was
married at Sherford
Church on January
1st 1955. Their first
home together was a
new council house at
Icy Park before later
buying Pitt Cott at
Waterhead where
they raised their son,
Edward.
Doreen loved her
home, which had
many improvements
and extensions over
the years, and she
lived there for the
rest of her life. She
loved the garden where she
tended a productive veggie
patch and chickens and was
very fond of dogs which she
walked every day. Her last
dog, Sally, was a faithful
companion to the end.
Doreen cared greatly
for the community and
was always there to help.
She was the dinner lady
and later caretaker at the
School, even taking on
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the maintenance of the
swimming pool. Former
head Tony Bishop described
Doreen as, “hardworking,
utterly reliable and someone
who brought a quiet quality
to everything she did.” She
worked for many homes
around the Village and also
did cleaning and flower
arranging in the Church.
Doreen was ‘Teamaker in
Chief’ for any event in the

being out of her depth so
decided to go to swimming
lessons in Ivybridge.
Doreen’s kindness,
immense understanding of
the Village and her desire
to give useful help will
always be remembered. It
is comforting to know that,
with the help of her son
and others, she was able to
stay, despite health issues,
in the home she loved and

Memorial Hall, including
coffee mornings and church
fetes, and was a keen longtime member of the WI and
then, when the Monday
Club started, was always
there to help with teas and
also to enjoy a game of
cards. A little known fact
is that Doreen enjoyed
swimming in the sea off
Bantham with her friend
Pat, although she didn’t like

with her dog Sally who she
walked down to the River
every day for as long as she
could.
Doreen, you will be
greatly missed by your
family and friends. Thank
you for being part of our
lives. May you rest in peace.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Parish Puzzlers

by Pippa Unwin

Wordsearch - Baby Animals
For each parent animal
decide the name of
its baby and then find
the baby’s name in the
wordsearch grid (names
may run horizontally,
vertically or diagonally and
backwards or forward).
Finally, use all the
leftover letters to find
a quotation from
Winnie the Pooh.
Answers on Page 19.

Parent
Alligator
Baboon
Bear
Bee
Boar
Cat
Cockroach
Deer
Dog
Eagle
Fly
Frog
Giraffe
Goat
Goose
Hare

Human
Kangaroo
Llama
Louse
Mallard
Mouse
Newt
Owl
Pigeon
Platypus

Porcupine
Puffin
Seagull
Seal
Sheep
Squirrel
Swan
Trout
Turkey
Zebra

Dog Walking
We’re quite a big dog-owning community here in AG but for anyone who is going to have
to self isolate for a while taking your dog out might be a bit of a problem.
Sue Mackechnie Jarvis has offered to be a dog walker co-ordinator to ensure that there is
someone with whom you can get in touch to help you out.
Her phone number is 01548 550693; email - suemackj@yahoo.com
And, if you think you’ll be able to help with dog walking, please could you let her know
that as well?
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Corona Virus: Special Help from your Shop
During the current exceptional situation special services are being provided by your
Village Shop:
Daily Bread Orders
Jas will be able to order bread for you from her bakers and this will come into the
Shop the next day (no delivery on Sundays). You’ll need to order it by 2.00 pm the day
before please, and for those not going out, you can phone an order in.
If the phone is not picked up because the staff in the Shop are busy, you can leave a
message outlining your order on the Shop answerphone. Please don’t forget to include
your name and phone number in any message so the Shop knows who has called.
Someone from the Shop will call you back and provide you with bank details so you
can make payment.
If you need something delivered because you are unable to leave home please specify
this in your message, as well as your full address.
The Shop itself doesn’t have the capacity to deliver the bread to your house, so it will
need to be collected by those who can. Alternatively, there are several people who will
deliver if need be. We are now in the process of setting something up for deliveries,
and by the time you read this, details will be available on the AG website.
Please be aware that the Shop can only supply what its suppliers can produce, so
please order only what you need.
Other Food Supplies
Jas and Sukh will be able to supply food depending on their own stocks (eg eggs
come in every Monday, milk can be ordered daily except Sunday) for people in the
forthcoming weeks if they need it. Please be mindful of what you actually need as
suppliers are experiencing an extremely busy time.
Orders can be taken over the phone, and these will be boxed up for collection.
The Shop is unable to make deliveries but every effort will be made to have it as easy
as possible for orders to be collected by someone else on your behalf.
If anybody is confined indoors and will need food to be collected for them they will
be able to ask for help in several different ways.
In terms of payment, if an order is being collected, this can be paid for at the Shop
by cash or card. If an order needs to be delivered, the Shop will contact you (providing
you leave your phone number on any answerphone message) and provide you with the
Shop’s bank details so that the money owed can be transferred.
Shop phone number - 01548 550 996
Opening hours:
weekdays 8.00 - 6.00
weekends 8.30 - 3.00 (Sat) and 8.30 - 1.00 (Sun)
Finally, Jas, Sukh, Kathleen and everyone else working or volunteering at the Shop
are working extremely hard to make sure the Shop is as well stocked as it can be at all
times. Please be patient with all the staff during this extremely unsettling time – they are
doing their absolute best in what are very difficult circumstances for all of us, and we
thank them all for their efforts on our behalf.
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Aveton
Gifford

School Report

History and All That

W

e have had a busy half-term with
the pupils taking part in a variety of
different activities. On Shrove Tuesday the
classes learnt about Lent and discussed what
they would give up. We had all sorts of ideas,
from smeone stopping biting their nails, to
another giving up their favourite video game!
All classes then enjoyed some competitive
pancake races in the playground.
On 28th February, the whole School
enjoyed a day packed with history! All
children came dressed as a person from
history, with houses and classes taking part in
different activities to learn about the various
eras. This included the Tudors: discussing
who Henry VIII was and his importance
in history, his six wives, who they were
and what happened to them. Another class
looked at the Victorians, exploring what it
would have been like in a Victorian school,
how a timetable of the school day might have
looked and comparing that experience to
modern day school life. The children learnt
about the cane, the dunce’s hat and other

punishments, and practised writing lines in
beautiful handwriting sitting at desks.
We had a great visit from Josie Kirby from the
Parish Council who visited our School to launch
a competition for the pupils to create traffic road
signs to be placed around the Village to promote
speed awareness. We look forward eagerly to the
best entries being used in the community to help
keep our Village a safe place to be.
Herons and Swans classes have enjoyed a trip
to the Mayflower Museum in Plymouth, and a
walk around the Barbican, learning about the
Pilgrims leaving Plymouth. Egrets class have also
visited Buckland Abbey, where they were able
to learn more about Sir Francis Drake and his
seafaring ventures.
As we write we are looking forward to taking
part in a Sport Relief challenge with sponsored
runs around the Village park. We will also be
holding a bake sale to help raise money for this
fantastic cause.
Thank you for the Village’s continued
support, from all at AG Primary School .

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Meadow of Memories
You are kindly invited to dedicate a flower
in the most beautiful wildflower meadow in
South Devon to remember and celebrate the
lives of those you love, and still love, dearly.
The seeds will be sown in spring in
Rowcroft’s beautiful woodland grounds so that
over the following months a beautiful carpet of
colour will appear.
Remembering a loved one by dedicating a
flower in their memory can provide comfort
and will help the precious memories of shared
moments live on.
The invitation to dedicate a flower is open
to all, not just those touched by Rowcroft’s
care; you are welcome to visit the meadow at
any time.
Please visit www.rowcrofthospice.org.uk/
meadow for more information.

Concert on Saturday 16th May at 7.30pm
in St. Andrew’s Church
… to raise money for the AG Village Shop Association.
Featuring Village talent in the Modbury Gospel Choir, AG scratch choir with Penny
Schroeter, part of the Raggle Taggle band, some clowning and lots else…
Tickets £4 including a drink.
The AG VSA is responsible for the building and the equipment of the Shop, including
all the ongoing expenses, maintenance and insurance. We recently paid over £1,700 for
the new till system while our only sources of income are rent paid by the shopkeepers,
donations and fundraising. At your discretion please support this important community
event.
Cancellation will be advised via a notice in the Shop noticeboard.
Neil Barker, Treasurer AG VSA
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The Great Tractor run - Update
Sadly, due to current virus control measures, John’s magnificent project has had to be
postponed until 2021. It’s not the end of the dream but the team have to
bow to what is sensible and responsible and will reconvene next year to
dust down their plans and get things ready for hitting the road then.
In the meantime, John will appear at local shows and events as and
when opportunities arise.
Up-to-date news on such appearances will be posted on the website
www.thetractorrun.org.uk or via Facebook and Twitter.

Variations on Zumba

Hannah will be taking her Wednesday evening class via live stream on her Fun Fitness
Facebook page. All potential participants have to do is look Hannah up under ‘hannah’s fun
fitness’, like her page and tune in every Wednesday at 6.45pm.
On Thursday mornings she will be meeting outside the Village Hall at 9.15am anyone who
wants to walk, jog or run around our beautiful Village. Anybody who wishes to join her is more
than welcome, subject to the government’s guidelines and at their own discretion !!!!!!
Hannah is a big believer in keeping active and wants to keep the South Hams moving. “Keep
your distance and we WILL get through this.”

ALL WELCOME !
At your own discretion, please come along and help clean up around the Tidal Road
on Sunday 26th April 2020: 11.30-12.30.
Meet at Timbers Car Park for the start, while the planned gathering afterwards, in
the Fisherman’s Rest, has now unfortunately had to be dropped.
In the current health situation please take suitable precautions for an open-air event
(physical distancing) as well as making yourself aware of the standard Safety Guidelines
at www:/auneconservation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/ACA-BEACHCLEANS3.pdf.
Contact details: Stuart Watts at sdmw2@btopenworld.com or 01548 810373
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Deer Wood Diaries

by Lisa Pugh
& Marc Biddle

Late Winter 2020: There’s
Something about Sycamore…

W

hat exactly is the problem with
Sycamore?
This much-maligned tree is considered
a non-native, invasive species. To give it
its general classification, it is a ‘naturalised
neophyte’ (established, botanical newcomer).
Archaeological records of Sycamore pollen
suggest that this tree may have been around
(at least North of the border, in Scotland)
much longer than mainstream consensus,
which puts it at only 450 years. Indeed others
theorise that it possibly arrived here with the
Romans, either intentionally or accidentally.
Even if the Sycamore is a relative newcomer
to our shore, it didn’t come from all that far
away – Central and Southeast Europe is its
original distribution.
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Anyway, putting all that academic
history aside for a moment– let us look
at the Sycamore in a bit more detail. It
has understandably gained notoriety as a
problematic, fast growing, ‘large woody
weed’ that yearly produces ridiculous
quantities of mildly entertaining helicopterlike seeds (keys or samara) that spiral their
way down into our gutters, garden borders
and any place they can sprout in abundance.
Then there is that thing that is quite vexing
to car owners – the inevitable sticky residue
that sprinkles down on any car that was
parked unsuspectingly under a Sycamore
canopy during the summer months. Those
sugary droplets are in fact excreted from the
multitude of aphids that are attracted to the
tree’s sweet leaf and bud sap.
Having outlined the anecdotal reasons
that give this tree such a bad rap, Marc will
now get on his soapbox and extol what he
feels are the virtues of this highly successful
arboreal coloniser (of anywhere that we turn
our backs on, even for just one moment).
Indeed this is a key reason that he is such a
fan of this under-rated tree. It’s impressive
growing abilities are particularly pertinent
now, considering Fossil CO2 emissions and
the role that trees can play in helping us to
mop up some of that. Basically, we need all
the help we can get and the fast growing and
self-seeding Sycamore plays perfectly into
that role without cost to tax payers or land
owners ie just let Sycamore do what it wants
to - grow abundantly, wherever we let it.
The benefits of Sycamore don’t just
end there. For us at Deer Wood it gets it’s
strongest positive endorsement as an amazing
asset for conservation and wildlife. Sycamore
is readily cloaked in a thick abundance of
Ivy, which provides incredible habitat to
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a wide range of invertebrates that live out
their lives, or phases of it, hidden inside the
intricate biome between climber and tree.
This tangle of evergreen shelter also provides
masses of nesting and roosting opportunity
for birds and small mammals. Then the
Ivy flowers (as well as the Sycamore flowers
themselves) are a valuable nectar source for
bees and other pollinators, while later on
the small Ivy berries are a vital food source
for several of our berry-eating birds. This
all means that the Sycamore is a veritable
smörgåsbord to a wide variety of our native
birds and mammals.
Importantly for wildlife conservation the
Sycamore has also become a vital safe roost
for many of our native bats and nesting
birds due to its readiness in older specimens
to ‘hollow out’ at any place along trunk and
branch.
The wildlife connection and usefulness
doesn’t just end here though: the sweet
tasting bark is much loved by many of
those well-established members of our
British woodlands, namely deer, rabbits
and squirrels. For the savvy forester this
very useful feature means that, if enough
Sycamore are allowed to grow, they become
a valuable diversion that attracts these
persistent bark grazers away from our more
preferred timber trees.
The Sycamore is also a highly adaptive
tree that can tolerate a very wide range
of conditions. Originating from parts of
Europe and the Middle East that regularly
experience extremes of seasonal variation,
it is an ideal species to cope with the
coming climatic extremes we are likely to
experience in the future. Thus, for us in
the UK, the Sycamore is a future-proof tree
that will prove increasingly important in
the safeguarding of our soils and natural
environment.
So what inspired this article? We have
a lot of Sycamore in Deer Wood and have
been doing a fair bit of Sycamore thinning
recently to make way for a wider range of
tree species planting; but this doesn’t mean

that any of the felled Sycamores have
been removed. For one of the Sycamore’s
other great virtues is its incredible ability
to sprout back after being felled. In this
way it can be treated as a medium term
coppice tree that provides us with a truly
sustainable source of wood fuel and
furniture timber. To Marc the Sycamore
is thus a highly valued and important
element in our woodland biome. Here
endeth the soapbox.

A sobering thought for us all is that,
as important as it is to be planting large
numbers and a diverse range of native
as well as ‘future climate proof’ trees
and plants, we shouldn’t allow the act
of tree planting to take our eyes off
the over-arching issue that we all face,
which is to de-carbonise our society as
quickly as possible to prevent runaway
climate change. It is incumbent upon
us to be ever vigilant - certain political
and industrial factions with ‘vested
interests’ are already using the much
loved tree planting issue as a propaganda
mechanism to distract us from the core
issue of industrial CO2 emissions.
Fortunately, many are now waking
up to the most powerful leverage that
we can all have to turn this situation
around - Mass Consumer Pressure.
Talking with our purses by boycotting
stuff that causes deforestation and
ecological damage, we can all help to
prevent the further loss of forests both
here in the UK (eg the HS2 rail link) and
globally (the Amazon, Congo, Malaysian/
Indonesian rainforests decimated by the
Cont. page 17
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Private Domestic Renters’ Rights to a Warm Home

C

itizens Advice South Hams wants to remind landlords of domestic rental property of the
fast approaching deadline to make sure they meet new requirements for building energy
efficiency standards. The Minimum Energy Efficiency Standard (MEES) legislation was
introduced in 2015 and it governs energy efficiency in buildings with tenancies. From 2018
landlords were prohibited from granting new tenancies for properties with an EPC rating
below E. From 1st April 2020, all existing tenancies which require an EPC will need to have a
minimum E rating.
Local authorities will enforce compliance and non-compliant landlords could face a financial
penalty of up to £4,000.
Nick White of the local charity Citizens Advice South Hams says, “The law is changing soon
and, if they haven’t already, landlords of private domestic properties must take steps to make
sure that the homes they rent are energy efficient. By April 2020 any landlord who owns a
property with an EPC rating of F or below will no longer be able rent it out to a new tenant or
renew an existing contract. Energy inefficient domestic properties, will no longer be able to
be rented lawfully. The rentability of their property will be severely affected and if they receive
a penalty for noncompliance the rateable value of their property could be increased.
“Citizens Advice South Hams can also provide help and support to anyone struggling with
heating costs or keeping their home warm, comfortable and healthy. We can advise anyone
who suspects their home isn’t compliant with the new Energy Performance Ratings (EPC) and
we have a home visiting service to help residents tackle situations such as draughts, or damp
and mould, bills being too high for no apparent reason and heating systems that don’t work, or
are broken. In some cases residents may be eligible for funding of up to 100% towards energy
efficiency improvements such as insulation, upgrading of electric storage radiators and new
boilers.”
To contact Citizens Advice South Hams Energy Team call 01803 659733 and leave a
message so an adviser can ring you back; or email energy.advice@southhamscab.org.uk

St. Andrew’s Prayer Chain
If you have someone you would like prayed for (perhaps in confidence), the members of
our Prayer Chain will hold the person in their prayers.
Please send your request to agletuspray@gmail.com or
Caroline Barker (01548 550730)
Also a prayer from the Archbishop, Justin Welby, for the
current situation:
Keep us, Good Lord, under the shadow of Your mercy in this
time of uncertainty and distress. Sustain and support the anxious
and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may
rejoice in Your comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from
Your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Cont. from page 15
industrialised production of cheap soya and
palm oil). There is also the depradation of
the Northern Hemisphere boreal forests of
Siberia, Canada & Alaska in the name of
cheap timber and mineral extraction. All
these wildernesses are disappearing
at an alarmingly disastrous rate.
Keeping these key, large carbon
sinks intact is of the upmost
importance if we are to counteract
man-made climate change and
biodiversity loss.
On a lighter note, the first signs
of spring are starting to sprout up
all over the Wood, reminding us
that the Bluebells are on their way
and to put a date in the diary for
the next Bluebell Open Weekend.

Due to the current virus situation we’ve had
to drop plans for a range of events to showcase
all the activities, traditional and modern, that
support our thriving working woodland as
well as the refreshments, but there will still be
the chance to have a delightful walk at
this very special time of the year.
So, watch out for progress reports of
the ‘rising sea of blue’ on our Facebook
page for The Deer Wood Trust where
the date will be confirmed depending
on the weather and when the Bluebells
are estimated to be at their beautiful
best (currently pencilled in for either
18th-19th or the 25th-26th of April).
Any queries please do
e-mail us at the usual address –
thedeerwoodtrust@gmail.com

LOVE Devon Helps Bring Communities Together
It may be cold outside, but there’s a warm glow spreading out across the whole of
Devon. From coast to countryside, villages and towns to cities, LOVE Devon is bringing
communities together to support themselves and each other and to celebrate everything that
is good and glorious about living and working in this part of the world.
LOVE Devon was established by Devon Communities Together which is now
approaching its 60th birthday. The independent charity was set up with the intention of
helping communities to help themselves, and LOVE Devon was established as a way of
raising awareness and raising much-needed funds to support the charity.
The charity’s key objectives are more important than ever – to ensure Devon’s
communities are given the support they need to address the issues that affect them; to help
them become more resourceful and resilient and to build places that are healthier, more
vibrant and inclusive, with improved well-being.
LOVE Devon is unashamedly proud of its people and places and there’s a whole raft of
enterprises. Projects include the Village Halls Service which keeps the buildings at the heart
of any community beating and the Big Energy Saving Network which tackles the issue of
fuel poverty that is often worse in rural areas where there is limited access to the mains gas
network.
There are important challenges facing everyone in Devon including affordable housing,
entrepreneurship, rural isolation and loneliness, the environment and sustainability. But for
every challenge, LOVE Devon has a creative way of approaching it.
If you love Devon, get involved! Join in with fundraising, access help and advice, or
simply spread the word.
Go to Facebook (www.facebook.com/lovedevon2016/),
Twitter (@LoveDevon) or Instagram (@Loving_Devon)
or the website www.devoncommunities.org.uk
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Fisherman’s Rest
F

01548
550284

ollowing the latest announcement of measures to try to limit
the impact of Coronavirus the Fisherman’s Arms closed with
effect from 20th March.
Whilst we don’t know at this early stage just how long these
restrictions will last, you can be sure to hear an almighty cheer
when their end is announced.
In the meantime, Athenia, Mark and their dedicated staff will
endeavour to provide the very best service that they are allowed
to. Details of what they can offer will be provided on the Pub’s
Facebook page and, as far as possible, on the Village website.
Key early points:
• The Fisherman’s will be providing a take-away food service. Their offering will vary
according to what is available, but have a look, make a choice and phone up.
• Drink will also be able to be purchased for consumption off the premises.
Unfortunately, by the time you read this, it is unlikely that you will be able to get real ales
as the volumes will not be sufficient to allow Mark to maintain his normal impeccable
quality, but that still leaves a splendid range of options.
• The Fisherman’s has recently received permission to take credit card orders when the
payer is not present so just phone up, order or ask for help and Mark, Athenia and their
crew will do absolutely the best that they can.
• If you don’t want to go into the Pub to collect your order then just let them know when
you phone and they will make it available to you outside.
• Generally speaking, orders will be taken from 4pm for collection between 5.00 and 7.00.
Call 01548 550284
• Keep an eye on the Pub’s Facebook page etc. because this article is being written just
after the closure announcement and things will surely evolve to increase the options and
services available.
The current situation will end in due course and when it does The Fisherman’s will we hope
be around to help us celebrate. There’ll then be a need for some real effort to get things back
on an even keel and your support will be absolutely vital - but don’t just leave it until then, think what
you can do now [Ed].
For the latest information: see the Fisherman’s website www.thefishermansrest.co.uk
or find us on Facebook.

Village Shop AGM
The Annual General Meeting of the AG Village Shop Association is planned for Tuesday
9th June, 7.30pm, at the Fishermans’ Rest.
It’s believed that having the AGM closer to the end of the Shop’s financial year (which is
December 31st) will allow the information to be more relevant to all concerned.
Confirmation will be given in our next issue but if necessary the AGM will be
rescheduled for later in the year.
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Answers to the Wordsearch
Parent
Alligator
Baboon		
Bear		
Bee		
Boar		
Cat		
Cockroach
Deer		
Dog		
Eagle		
Fly		
Frog		
Giraffe		
Goat		
Goose		
Hare		
Human
Kangaroo

Baby
Hatchling
Infant
Cub
Larva
Piglet
Kitten
Nymph
Fawn
Puppy
Eaglet
Maggot
Tadpole
Calf
Kid
Gosling
Leveret
Baby
Joey

Llama		
Louse		
Mallard
Mouse		
Newt		
Owl		
Pigeon		
Platypus
Porcupine
Puffin		
Seagull		
Seal		
Sheep		
Squirrel		
Swan		
Trout		
Turkey		
Zebra		

Cria
Nit
Duckling
Pinkie
Eft
Owlet
Squab
Puggle
Porcupette
Puffling
Chick
Pup
Lamb
Kit
Cygnet
Fry
Poult
Foal

Some people talk to
animals. Not many listen
though. That’s the problem.

A.A.Milne

KINGSBRIDGE JAZZ CLUB
At THE JAZZ CELLAR
AVETON GIFFORD

“Kingsbridge Jazz Club” is now firmly established at The Fisherman’s Rest on the first
Tuesday of the month, starting at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30). It has become a unique
venue, much loved by the many top Jazz Bands who perform there.
We have professional and international musicians who play not only in the UK but
around Europe and as far afield as New Orleans - some indeed have been granted the
freedom of The City of New Orleans. Bands scheduled for the coming months as follows:
7th April ~ Ben Holder Trio - cancelled
5th May ~ Kevin Grenfell’s Jazz Giants - no cancellation as yet
2nd June ~ Graham Smith’s Shades of Jazz
The AG website will provide updates on continuity; anyone wishing to receive the KJC
newsletter by email please contact the communications manager: on 01548 810991 or
via louise.wainwright56@gmail.com
www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/facilities/kingsbridge-jazz-club
www.face book.com/kingsbridgejazzclub
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes by Rodney Bone

The Starling

S

tarlings are mainly winter visitors from the Continent and
in the past large flocks of over 1,000 birds could regularly
be seen in the Parish during the winter months. More recently
numbers have reduced by almost 50% and this year my best
count was just over 100 birds flying over Glebelands on the
25th October. The main area to see them in the South Hams is
at Slapton where 80,000 have been recorded at their roost. The
majority of wintering birds fly back to the Continent but some
live locally in the Parish throughout the year.
Since 2000 I have attempted to find all the pairs breeding
in the Parish. They usually nest in holes in buildings and
sometimes holes made by Woodpeckers in trees. Since I started
my yearly counts in the Parish, the numbers breeding have got
less every year.
This year I will again
attempt to find all the
pairs nesting in the
Parish. If you know of
any nesting where you
live I will be very pleased
to hear from you - my
telephone number is
01548 550658.
A murmuration
of starlings

Winter Highlights with Eric Wotton

23 Dec & still present: 1 Black Swan
30 Dec: first snowdrops in flower
7 Jan: 1 Green Sandpiper
19 Jan: 2 Common Sandpipers
30 Jan: first frogs’ spawn in my garden
pond
10 Feb: 18 Shelduck on SEM
10 Feb: 3 Black-tailed Godwits on SEM
12 Feb: 170 Wigeon on SEM
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13 Feb: 12 Redshank
26 Feb: 1 Cetti’s Warbler on SEM
26 Feb: 1 Yellow-legged Gull
4 Mar: 3 Firecrests at Sewage Works
The Cetti’s Warbler was the 130th bird
species recorded on, or flying over,
South Efford Marsh
SEM - South Efford Marsh

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

All Chitted Up, But Where to
Go ?

A

lthough the weather has been atrocious we have some stalwarts who continue to ‘carry
on and keep digging !’ At the present time though, the ground would be better suited to
growing rice than potatoes!
Surprisingly however, on the whole, we have suffered very little damage. Most plots have
had carpet blown about a bit, but no real disasters (except ourselves, who lost another small
greenhouse cover!) but, considering how exposed we are, I think we have done rather well.
However, onwards and upwards….this wet weather can’t last for much longer and then we
will need to be ready to start planting. My potatoes are well ‘chitted’ and ready to be planted,
but, obviously it is still too wet. I have thought about putting some in the polytunnel, but
wonder whether it would be a good use of space? For the past two years I have used potato
growbags but, despite feeding the plants, the return has been pretty poor – with the exception
of pink fur salad potatoes, which did extremely well, but aren’t a very versatile type. As always,
we continue to learn by our mistakes, but that is what gardening is all about.
At the present time all plots are fully occupied. Sadly one of our families had to give up their
plot but we had another on the waiting list and they have eagerly taken it over ,which is good
news for us. Now the waiting list is empty so if you are considering taking on an allotment plot
then now is the time to put your name down – you could be the first on the list.
Here’s to another happy season on the allotments.
Jackie, Allotment Secretary, Tel 01548 550110

Neighbourhood Plan Next Stage - Referendum

S

oon it will be time to Vote on adopting it.
After nearly five years of work by a dedicated group of volunteers, Aveton Gifford’s Plan
will in the near future be ready for your vote.
So, after much consultation with you over 4-5 years, this Plan offers:
• Several sites with small numbers of different sized houses, including some affordable
homes, all within easy reach of the Village centre, designed and built to a high standard.
• A new car park to accommodate up to 50 cars, situated across the road from the current
car park.
• It will protect our open spaces, heritage buildings, footpaths and all the things we love
about AG.
So far we do not have a date as we are reliant on the Election Team at SHDC to provide
this and subsequently organise and manage the referendum vote. But we are very hopeful that
we can announce the date during the summer. Once passed, the Plan becomes an important
planning document for our community, carries legal weight with SHDC Planning Office and
will last until 2035.
Attendance by all parishioners to vote in this referendum is vital, as it will demonstrate the
commitment of our community to the on-going sustainability of our Parish, in the form of a
limited amount of new housing - new housing that will hopefully be aimed at the local market.
AG Neighbourhood Plan Group
Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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The Minister’s
Review

byMatt Rowland
Living Stones

N

oel Edmunds once
famously described
church as, “the dullest
experience that we have to
offer in this country.” As
a vicar I have been to my
share of dull services - and
responsible for some of
them! In the Modbury
Mission Community we
want to work hard to ensure
our services are accessible
for all.
If you were to ask most
people on the street what
the church is, they would
say the building on the high
street, or on the hill, or in
the village square. But the
Bible says that the church
is not the building, but the
people who meet in Jesus’
name.
The church isn’t a noun,
something we go to, but
a verb, something we do,
together. The church isn’t
made of stone blocks, but
is a structure made of living
stones, ordinary people who
trust in Jesus - the Jesus who
was carried into a cemetery
dead and yet walked out
alive; the Jesus who is the
conqueror of death and
gives Resurrection Life to
all who come to Him. The
church isn’t a club, but a
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family characterised by love,
and a body where each part
plays a vital role.
Over the spring in the
churches of the Modbury

Mission Community, we
will be thinking in our
Sunday services of what it
means to be the church.
There are lots of people
who put down on their
census form that they are
Christian but don’t feel
welcome at church. If that
is you, you are welcome to
join us this spring to see
that Christianity is not just
a belief system but a belong
system.

Church Diary

April

Due to the current virus situation Church services have
been cancelled until further notice.
However, the Church will remain open for private
prayer so, if people wish to go there for peace and
reflection, they will be most welcome.
The main door is on a time-lock between 08.00 and
3.30pm; between those times, you can just push on the
door and it opens. Please remember to close the door
on leaving so that the time-lock can engage at 6.00pm;
instructions are on the door.
Please keep checking our website for updates and
resources - www.modburyteam.org

May (To be confirmed)
Sun 3rd
Sun 10th

11am
11am

Sun 17th
Sun 24th
Sun 31st

11am
11 am
10.30 am

Sunday Worship
Family Communion with
Children’s Group
Holy Communion
Sunday Worship
Team Service at Aveton Gifford

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our Parish magazine, which is published
bi-monthly and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well
as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrews Church circulation >450.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic
form. Please contact David Stevens [davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk] for more
information.
Rates from 1 January 2019 - £
Size
AG Parish Resident
Whole page
159
Half page
79.50
Quarter page
52.50
Eighth of page
37.50
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Non-resident
216
108
66
52.50
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T: 01548 854313
E:info@fine-shine.com
W:www.fine-shine.com
1 Centurion Works, Lower Union Road
Kingsbridge, TQ7 1EF

• Carpets, Upholstery &
Rug Cleaning
• Stain & Odour Removal
• Car-Boat-Caravan
Wash & Valet
• Gutter Vacuum
• Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
• All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
• Window Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

Advertise
your
business
here
See page opposite for rates.

FLETE
GARDENS

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance
Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435

Mewstone
Masonry
Pippa Unwin
Sculpture, Stonecarving, Fireplaces,
Lettering, Architectural Restoration,
Carving Courses
Please call in at the workshop if you see the lights on!
Avon Bridge, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4NT
www.pippaunwinsculptor.co.uk Tel. 07811 489230
email.mewstonemasonry@hotmail.co.uk.

Make sure you visit the village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Located in Aveton Gifford, we make
plant-based sweet treats, celebration
cakes, brownies, cookies, quiches and
more.
We offer free delivery in the Village freshly baked goods straight to your
door.
Contact us for more information or find us
on Facebook where you will find a selection
of our products:

Scott and Sarah
littleacornbakery@hotmail.com
Tel – 07397 399992

Need a lift to a medical appointment?
Call Modbury Health Centre on 01548 830666
Need a friend for support and
companionship?
Call Sheila on 07554997140 or email
modburycaring@gmail.com
We are there for you, covering Modbury,
and the outlying villages
We need you too!!!
Could you give your time to someone who needs support and companionship
or use your car to provide lifts?
Why not volunteer to be a befriender (call
07554997140) or
a driver (call Michael on 01548810520)
Our help is free but we do need funding
Why not join the Friends of Modbury Caring
and help us?
Application forms available in the Health Centre

A G Tr e e s
Arboricultural Services
14 years' experience in Tree Care.
We undertake all tree work operations
including:
Crown cleaning
Formative pruning
● Crown thinning
● Crown lifting
● Crown reduction and reshaping
● Pollarding
● Tree felling
● Hedge trimming
● Clearing overgrown vegetation
● Brushwood chipping service
●
●

Written quotations or hourly rates.
Fully qualified and insured. Based in
the Kingsbridge area.

Tel: 07811 129 716
www.agtrees.co.uk
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TALKING SHOP
It Could be You!
By the time you are able to read this, your Village
Shop will have acquired a Lottery terminal. So, why
not take that vital first step to your first million
without even having to set foot outside your Parish?
Your friends, both existing and future, will really
appreciate it !
Product News
• Salcombe Bakehouse: (day change) their freshly baked sweet treats
and loaves will now be delivered on Friday mornings, rather than
Saturdays.
• There’s a wide range of Easter treats for children or those with a
sweet tooth: chocolate eggs, bunnies or novelty sweets.
• For adults there’s a wide range of alcoholic drinks: spirits (including
speciality gins), wines and beers.
• In addition, there’s an enormous range of general groceries: a recent
visit revealed 9 different forms of coffee and 14 different types of
tea (including decaff) plus several plant-based milks, various fruit and
vegetable juices, loads of cereals and biscuits plus lots of things in tins
and jars.
• Also, ready meals and even hot pasties on request.
• The system for swapping CD’s, DVD’s and books continues as before,
or items can be purchased with the proceeds going to Shop funds.
• Jam doughnuts are not available at the present time.
Come and see us and have a browse – everyone welcome

Happy Shopping in the Village Shop
Jas, Sukh and Jenny

Normal Opening Hours:
Shop: Monday to Friday: 8am - 6pm Saturday: 8.30am-3pm; Sunday: 8.30am-1pm
Post Office: Monday to Friday: 8am - 5.30pm Saturday: 8.30am-3pm.
Over the Easter weekend there will be normal opening hours on Saturday and
Sunday and 9.00-3.00 on Good Friday and Easter Monday

Contact: Tel 01548 550996

Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL

28

