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Our Sustainable Community
veton Gifford is a wonderful community in which to live, with
A
so many things going for it, but storm clouds will gather
unless we can get the Village Shop and Post Office into a robust

state of health.
The AG, our, Village Shop Association (AGVSA) is working hard
to achieve this objective and exciting times are ahead with a new
shopkeeper coming, but we all have a part to play and it’s very
much in our interests to do so.
Accepted research says that for a village to be considered a
desirable place to live for a wide spectrum of people it needs to
contain a number of key amenities eg school, pub, church, shop,
post office, bus service. AG already ticks all these boxes plus
pre-school, swimming pool, tennis court and active social clubs,
and more; but the continued health and even existence of these
amenities requires that we continue to work to maintain them.
Many people do so, thankfully, and mAGpie believes that a key
part of its role is to tell the stories that allow people to know
what is going on and value the results, to associate themselves
with the community amenities and to get involved.

Please send any
article submissions
to our mAGpie
email address:
mAGpie.inbox@gmail.com
Articles for issue number
132 must be submitted by
the 10th March 2021
We and our contributors work hard to ensure that there are
regular features in our magazine but, most urgently in the
context of the Shop & Post Office, perhaps we need to up our
game. We have been and are working hard with the AGVSA to
promote community engagement. The questionnaire that
many of you will already have received is part of this project. If
you have already completed and returned your questionnaire,
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thank you. If you haven’t, or have missed receiving a questionnaire, it’s not too late (extra
copies available through the Shop or even drop-off/delivery via 01548 550369 or
mAGpie.inbox@gmail.com).
The AGVSA is keen to receive your information and your ideas for how it can improve things
even after the questionnaire’s normal closing date; also, hopefully, if you can, your offers of
help.
All of this is basically about trying to ensure that
our Village is a “sustainable community”. This is
something that is starting to be talked about in
planning and other circles, and it is important, so
we should take note. The idea is that the presence
of key services leads to communities being
described as “sustainable”. The sort of services
that are considered in this way are those listed
above, along with village hall, library (service),
recreation space and a number of others.
It’s believed that the presence of these services
tends to lead to a virtuous circle of social and
economic investment to support maintenance and
regeneration of the community. Now we can
discuss the extent to which such investment /
development in the form of new houses is
necessary, but needed it is, because absence or
failure leads to decay and distress. The loss of key
services leads to a downward spiral with
progressive loss of other services and the
community becoming a less desirable place to live
with erosion of the social fabric.
We have all seen communities that have lost out in
this process of maintaining social vitality and now
comprise a few distressed buildings that are only
attractive to those who have no interest in being
part of a vibrant community.
That is not what we want for AG, but retention of
our vibrancy won’t happen spontaneously, without
effort on our part.
PS. While a lot of energy is currently going into supporting our Shop & Post Office, we must
not forget our Pub; and for Mark, Athenia and all at the Fisherman’s it’s absolutely essential, as
their livelihood is at stake. It may be difficult to do much at the present, but when the
opportunity does come, really go for it ! Trade Local.

Our Shop - What can we do?

Volunteers

A Polite Request from the Village Hall

There are times each week when a little extra help is needed in the Shop. Most
particularly when large deliveries arrive and goods need to be checked, priced and put
on the shelves.
To provide flexible and timely support for Kathleen we need to have a band of
volunteers who can be contacted when necessary to help out.
If you would like to support our Village Shop in this practical and sociable way, please
send a brief email to treecorner@outlook.com. Thank you.
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Usage
• The Shop’s turnover has to cover its costs and volume is vital; a year ago sales were
just about OK but have been going down badly since summer 2020.
• => Can you spend more ? Some people set a target for their weekly spend.
Price
• The Shop will never be able to compete with Tesco on all items but works hard to
keep prices as low as possible and if you have a look you will often be pleasantly
surprised how cheap they are. Also remember, the more we use the Shop, the bigger
its turnover and the lower the prices can be.
• => Please use the Shop as much as you can.
Choice
• It would be great if the Shop could stock lots of different brands, but suppliers have
minimum order quantities and, if we don’t buy enough, the products go out of date.
• => Why not find products you like and always buy them from the Shop (even if
there are some things that you want to get from elsewhere)
Availability
• It might be convenient to have a shop open 12 hours a day but each hour has to be
paid for and sometimes the extra hour costs us more than it earns
• => No easy answers, but please plan ahead and try to understand if the Shop is
closed at 08:00 or 17:00
Alternatives
• Yes, you have alternatives, but the Shop either survives or it doesn’t and if it doesn’t
it won’t be there when you want it for purchases of staples like papers, milk,
cigarettes, bread, eggs, children’s sweets etc - nor will there be a PO. Do you really
want to always have to get in your car to go to Kingsbridge, or wherever - and what
about those people who don’t have that option ?
=> Please use your Shop - trade local !
Meanwhile the shop is trying out new ideas to make using it even more attractive. Let’s
do this together.

The Village Hall Committee have had several complaints regarding the number of cars
left in the Village Hall car park that have been SORNed / not taxed and not
insured. With parking in short supply in the Village, please use the car park
considerately and if you need to take a vehicle off the road find somewhere other than
the Village Hall car park to store it whilst you decide what you are going to do with it.
The car park must not be used as a storage space for vehicles that are not roadworthy
- vehicles parked there must be taxed, insured and roadworthy.
Please be kind and think of others. Many thanks.

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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C-19 Community Aid Group and Support for
Residents

f you need to ask for help there are people in your area of the Parish who you can contact.
Ishielding,
There is more emphasis now for everyone to stay at home, some people are back to
others are vulnerable for their own personal reasons and increasing numbers will

have to self-isolate for illness or positive contacts. We still have our network of volunteers
throughout the Parish who will be able to help you out, so please do contact one of the people
below if you need to, and they can put you in touch with someone who can help.
• Stephen Harding (Glebeland, Greenwood Close) – 07400 417849
• Mike Bagley (Icy Park) – 07970 076980
• Lindy and David Davis Berry (Tree Corner, Pulley’s Close) – 01548 550582
• Ros Brousson (by the Church, Rock Hill, Bridge End) – 01548 550792
• Neil and Caroline Barker (Fore St north end, Bakers Hill, Jubilee St) – 01548 550730
• Pippa Unwin (Fore St middle, Brook Court) – 07811 489230
• Amy Clayton (Fore St south end, Tidal Road) – 07796 266559
• Delia Elliott (Chillaton and surrounding area of parish) – 01548 550298
• Nikki Smallridge (Ashford and surrounding area of parish) – 01548 550100
We’ve realised that we have a fantastic caring community here in the Parish, and have been
looking out for all our neighbours, and have our support strategies and bubbles in place.
However, there might be a time soon when some of these will be more difficult to maintain
because of illness or self-isolation.
You or your neighbour may need something from the Shop, or an order to be picked up,
prescriptions to be collected, a lift for a vaccination, a letter or parcel to be posted, or anything
else that you can’t go and do yourself, so please do ask for help when you need it.
At the time of going to press various facilities in the Parish are still permitted for use;
• All 3 Village playparks are still open for use, although self-distancing must be observed,
and families should wait their turn to use equipment.
• Use of paddleboards, kayaks and rowing dinghies is permitted at present on the River, but
the use of larger boats and those with an engine is not.
• The tennis court is closed for use complying with LTA guidelines, but 1 to 1 coaching may
be permitted under certain circumstances.
However the situation does change very rapidly, and any updates will be published on the
website www.aveton-gifford.co.uk, or the Aveton Gifford Facebook page.
These pages will give up to date information about Covid related matters, and some of the
interests and information we found useful in the first lockdown. So, if you have things that
could be added about, for example, online classes, book swaps, Zoom book clubs and gettogethers, please let Ros Brousson or Pippa Unwin know, as both the website and Facebook
pages will only be useful for everyone if they receive the necessary information.

Collection of prescriptions
We still have volunteers who will collect our prescriptions for us.
Zoe Woodham is kindly collecting prescriptions from all the Kingsbridge pharmacies (01548
559333 – answerphone messages will be picked up)
Rosie Barrett is kindly collecting prescriptions from the Modbury Health Centre dispensary
(07713 563567)
Modbury Pharmacy has made its own arrangements for delivery of prescriptions.
If you have any queries or need an urgent pick up of medicines, please phone Ros Brousson
(01548 550792 – answerphone messages will be picked up.)

Did you know...
… that the Shop receives a small commission if you use your card to withdraw cash from
the Post Office; on the other hand, if you use your card to purchase through the Shop
they have to pay a small commission ?

Aune Conservation Association (ACA)
January 2021 Report from Start Watts, ACA Chairman

ur group’s activities this year have been even more sparse than of late, thanks to COVID-19,
O
but behind the scenes we continue to maintain the contacts that are essential for
conserving our wonderful Estuary.
Early in 2020, I wrote that the Estuary waters had been quiet but I did not foresee the explosion
of interest in outdoor, water-based activities that the various Lockdowns would bring with

them. A similar pattern has been observed throughout the South West – partly driven by the
powerful influence of social media.
Locally, problems have arisen with the poor availability of parking space for visitors’ vehicles, in
particular at Aveton Gifford and along the Tidal Road, but they extend onto the water where
access is unrestricted, except for the by-laws covering use of the water-ski zone.
Whilst it is good to see the Estuary being enjoyed and appreciated by more members of the
public, the unusual intensity of the recreational traffic has highlighted the importance of a
wide appreciation of appropriate codes of conduct. This arises as the waters become
increasingly crowded with users of widely varying degrees of experience, with some users who
are complete novices posing a nuisance or even a danger to themselves, to others and to the
environment.
I have received reports about grossly overloaded boats full of passengers without life jackets;
unmarked and nearly invisible swimmers in dark wetsuits; stand-up paddleboards (SUP’s)
carrying various mixtures of adults, children and pet dogs; picnic parties snacking on private
foreshores - to name but a few examples of bad practice.
In contrast, the better organised or commercial user groups tend to have their own codes of
behaviour and compliance and, if agreed, this could become a standard requirement for
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commercial use of the Estuary. Safety issues are paramount, of course, but biosecurity is also
an ever-present concern, with the risk of the introduction of invasive species from other
waterways by contaminated craft or wetsuits. As a first step, I have suggested a suitable code
of conduct on our website at http://auneconservation.org.uk and this incorporates the South
Devon AONB Unit’s Biosecurity Code.
The increased popularity of outdoor swimming and in the use of readily available SUPs, canoes
and kayaks was a source of detailed consideration at November’s Avon Estuary Forum (AEF),
which took place via Zoom. Nobody expects a diminution of these recreational activities during
2021 and to date, no universal approach has been agreed to the problems that can come with
overcrowding.
However
I
have
started to take some
action, as above, and
to discuss other
options (eg for extra
buoys
and/or
signage around the
water ski zone) in
consultation
with
other AEF attendees.
It is generally agreed
that we need to use
social media outlets and various local influencers (eg water-based clubs and businesses) to
get our message across to the relevant publics and already the Outdoor Swimming Society
has been very helpful. If you have any novel ideas in this respect or can help, please let me
know!
As most local people appreciate, the Estuary is a priceless environmental asset. It is both a
County Wildlife Site and a Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) with its shallow waters, extensive
mudflats, and salt marshes. All of these features are of exceptional ecological value to
important populations of fish, invertebrates, migratory birds and waterfowl and it is vital that
these habitats remain undisturbed. The education of new Estuary users is an essential step in
managing these areas for the benefit of all.
Historically, the Avon Estuary has always been highly valued as a place for quiet contemplation
and reflection on natural beauty. We would ask all users of the Estuary to respect these values:
in these difficult times, they are more priceless than ever.
Lastly, a gentle reminder and shameless seasonal request for help. To make a difference in
2021 you can donate to the ACA via SHDC’s SeaMoor Lotto: visit www.seamoorlotto.co.uk and
search for ‘Aune Conservation’. Your action could contribute to the running costs of the Avon
Estuary Patrol, for example, and help to make our Estuary a safer place.

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Deer Wood Diaries
By Lisa Pugh & Marc Biddle

Winter 2020/21: Lisa’s Lockdown Labour (of Love)
aving spent so much of 2020 ensconced
H
in our woodland home, it has given us
plenty of time to reflect on the projects that

we started but did not quite finish for one
reason or another, namely: lack of additional
skilled work buddies, not being fit and able
(Marc suffering a herniated disc) and the
sad loss of a loved one.
The ups and downs of 2020’s slow
rollercoaster of a year don’t yet seem as
distant as we would like as we sit here at the
start of the next one, but there is a glimmer
of light at the end of the tunnel, a renewed
hope for whatever this year may bring.
One of the projects that was started exactly
a year ago was the ‘Carbon Footprint Buster
Challenge’ (CFBC). Lisa was testing this
initiative at her school with the help of a
steering group of 10 pupils - calling
themselves ‘Climate Change Awareness and
Action’. She had just gained her accredited
certificate as a Climate Change Teacher and
was hoping to implement these ideas
school-wide during the 2020 spring term.
Then, just as things were starting to gain
momentum, Covid 19 hit and we went into
Lockdown. So, unfortunately, the full plans
at the school never came to fruition.
It was an uncertain time from March to May,
being on full lockdown and, although we
busied ourselves with the seasonal
woodland schedule (sadly having to cancel
the popular annual Bluebell Weekend), a
small ray of light began to hit Lisa about how
she could get the CFBC out into the World…
‘eduCCate Global’, is co-founded by
Melanie Harwood who, with her team,
successfully upskilled an incredible 320,000
teachers across the planet in just 6 months.
Lisa thought that, as Melanie was the
original inspiration behind getting this
urgent message of teaching Climate
Change to young people out to the World,
then perhaps she would be interested in
having the CFBC as part of her resources?
In fact Lisa’s initial idea was to do a ‘vlog’
(video blog) about herself and some friends
taking all 10 of the challenges. She e-mailed
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Melanie with these ideas and an outline of
the CFBC. She was delighted to get an
immediate response – Mel loved it! She told
Lisa that Lockdown had really taken the wind
out of her sails and that she had been
searching for the ‘ACTION’ to go with all the
factual content of the courses – and the
CFBC was to be it!

Still taken from the video introduction
to the CFBC.
After that it all becomes a bit of a blur - you
see Mel, like many shakers and movers,
permanently runs in high gear and can do
the work of 10 people at once; she is the
ultimate multi-tasker. She scheduled a
Zoom interview with Lisa that same week
and this became the first talk on her
‘Sustainable Schools Virtual Summit’. Lisa
described to her the story of how the CFBC
came into being. Then a flurry of activity
ensued, with all the accompanying notes and
resources showing teachers how to deliver
the initiative needing to be finalised and
made into PowerPoint presentations in time
for filming the following week. There was
also a need for a general introduction and
then each of the challenges (now extended
to 12) had to have a video piece to explain
what the aim of the challenge was and how it
can help reduce our CF. Even though it was
a tad daunting, Lisa found it great fun to be
really pro-active again after so many months
and felt incredibly inspired by Mel’s global
vision for teaching Climate Change.
Once we had recovered from this sudden

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

whirlwind, it became clear the size of the
task that lay ahead in disseminating all the
information so that it could be easily
understood by all age groups. There was a
mountain of research and hours spent on the
laptop - the latter being something Lisa
does not especially enjoy doing. Each
challenge needed a full set of resources to
accompany it so that it was easier for the
teachers to deliver, the pupils to understand
and for the parents/guardians to be able to
support their children in completing it.
Each challenge has been taking Lisa about 3
weeks to complete: this entails lots of
research, compiling and editing, getting
pictures for every page (it is visually very
rich), having things re-edited by Marc’s
discerning eye, then cross checked by a
fellow Climate Change Teacher and finally
proofread by an old friend and ex-colleague
of Lisa who is a retired English teacher. Thus
she is only up to Challenge 7 as this edition
of the DWD goes to print. Luckily, the
schools who are participating in eduCCate
Global’s Bronze Award (for which the
CBFC is now a mandatory requirement) take
about a month to do each challenge and get
their results verified, so Lisa has had time to
ensure that the information she is sending
out is comprehensive and visually engaging.
She has been able to dedicate this Covidenforced ‘time off’ from paid work to put
together a compelling message of
“Empowerment through Positive Action”,
with pupils, their parents and staff alike
asked if they wish to make a “Pledge to the
Planet – in recognition of their commitment
to go above and beyond in order to protect
the Earth.”
This pledge has already been taken up by
over 5000 pupils and the staff of ‘The
Westminster School’ in Dubai and is set to
go out this year to participating schools
across England, and beyond.
It is in fact exactly what Lisa had dreamed of
and this is why we spoke of the glimmer of
hope at the beginning of this diary. Watch
this space for future updates….
Tree Planting – we were very happy to
report in last month’s issue that we had sold
all our mature bare rooted trees. What we
didn’t mention was the daunting task of
having to lift them all out ! Most are between
3 and 5 years old and have well-established
roots, which makes lifting them by hand
Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

quite challenging. We have been pacing
ourselves and doing 30-60 in a day, then
heeling them back into the ground, so the
roots are still covered and protected from
drying out, until they are collected later the
same week. Although tough going, it has
been really heart-warming to see these
loved and cherished young trees extending
the essence of Deer Wood into the far
corners of Devon.
We would like to thank everyone who has
made this possible, including the volunteers
who helped us to build the nursery cages
and deer proof fencing, collected the seeds
and nuts from around the wood and planted
the seedlings in the ground; also all the
people who have nurtured and loved them
as they grew. Needless to say, we have a few
gaps to fill in the nursery now, so this spring
will see 100’s of baby Oak trees going into
the ground as the cycle of growing
continues.
Here’s to an even Greener 2021.
If you would like to learn more about
volunteering opportunities, please contact
Lisa
at
the
usual
e-mail:
thedeerwoodtrust@gmail.com or visit and
Like our Facebook page - The Deer Wood
Trust.

Marc and Maisie, who is our longest
standing volunteer, start lifting the 5yr old
sweet chestnuts that she helped us to
plant back in 2016.
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Puppy Boom

by Kate Kreke

hen I named my second daughter Poppy I thought I was being very original - as it turned
W
out it was the 14th most popular name that year. Again, I thought I was very clever at the
start of the first Lockdown to move our puppy-buying to right then: seeing as our trip to the

States would have to be cancelled, we’d all be in the house together, and I had been promising
a new dog ‘once the house was all toilet-trained’, and that had happened over five years ago.
When I first moved to the Village over twelve years ago it was with our elderly corgi Cadfael. It
was the first way I had gotten to know the Village and the villagers (or at least their dogs’
names). There is even a picture of us (with toddler Hazel) walking the footpath at the top of
Rock Hill on the BBC under ‘Rural Life’ and I’ve even seen it on Pinterest under
‘Quintessentially English’ - which goes to prove you can’t believe what you see on the internet:
the adult and the dog are from Chicago and the toddler is half-American.
One
of
our
first
conversations
in
the
Village was with a member
of the community telling
me, “Oh, we haven’t had a
corgi in the village since
‘63.” It has now been eight
years
since
Cadfael
passed, at the age of 16;
the wave of human
broodiness has well and
truly moved on, and I had a
ten-year-old desperate to
be a dog owner and to
have a companion for her
adventures... a dog she
promised to walk twice a
day ! It didn’t help that
sometimes walking Fore
Street (which I’m pretty
sure my ghost will continue
to do once I’m dead, as it
seems to be all I’ve ever
done for the last ten years)
I would get a feeling that I
was being watched and I’d
turn round only to be
greeted with a drive-by
corgi-ing from the lovely
Buddy in his owner's van.
The timing seemed right - the kids were a good age; time to make something wonderful out of
this strange new world. Why not, then, the creature I found to be like an innately humorous fox
and whose quirks I’d worked out before ? We contacted a reputable breeder in Wales called (I
kid you not) Tom Jones and opted for a corgi again: I knew what I was getting myself into. What
ten years of childrearing and not raising a puppy in 24 years had done, though, was that I didn’t
remember what I was really getting myself into.
I had forgotten how - when I was 18 - my step-mother had laughed at me feeling ragged and
running around after a puppy Cadfael like a newborn's mum. I had forgotten about the
shredding of carpet, how much work it takes to train, the needing of a wee in the wee hours, the
chasing of cats, how all socks are now his and he will fight to the death for them, the hating of
kazoos, the wanton destruction of all cardboard, the constant jealousy, the peeing on
strangers’ shoes, the eating of bin-burritos, the need to walk them no-matter-the-weather
(suddenly the ten-year-old's promise of walkies had gotten forgotten), the tendency to
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nipping of ankles and ‘little-man syndrome’ - and so much more.
Watson (new corgi – apparently we've inadvertently decided to stick with a fictional
detective theme) was not the only new pup in the Village. In many homes others were going
through the same learning curve as we were – remembering, or learning for the first time,
how hard puppies are - but also, what a joy !
Yesterday night Watson came home from the vet after having to have emergency surgery to
remove tin foil some litterbug had left in a firepit up on Dartmoor: not being adverse to
trash-s’mores, Watson had gobbled it right up. That night he spent at the vets his absence
was palpable. He has only
been alive eleven months,
only been here nine, but that
one night without him was
felt so strongly by all of us.
None of us enjoyed dinner: I
could barely taste it, and the
worry was visible on the
girls’ faces. Even after we
got word from the vet that
all was ok, there was still
sadness when we realised
we didn’t have to put his
dinner down, the cat could
sit
on
my
lap
uninterruptedly, and I didn’t
have to look at the stars
while getting cold standing
outside before bed waiting
for a creature to pee. There
was no wake-up to two paws
on my chest, a waggy tail,
and two eyes staring at me
like seeing me wake up is the
best part of their day. It
cemented the fact that he
had become firmly part of
our lives.
When Hazel was very little her idea of ‘family’ would always be, “Mummy, Daddy, Baby, Dog”
and lately I have found her doing that again: “Mummy, Daddy, Baby, Dog”. While it is duly
noted that she pointedly fails to add her little sister to update the list, it still proves that 'dog'
is family again.
There had been a picture in the paper when I was pregnant with Poppy because at least five
of us mums with children at AG Pre-school were pregnant and all due about the same time.
This feels like that same baby boom, but this time with puppies. I thought my days of
standing in a cold play park after dropping one child at school and playing with the other
were over. But now I find myself hovering over the sand (Sorry! I don’t know why they insist
on, and love playing in, the sand) and with cold toes making conversations with fellow
villagers. It was how I first found my way into the fabric of village life and it feels good to be
there again.

Did you know...
… that the Shop gets paid a small fee for many transactions that you can put through
the Post Office eg cheque and cash deposits; cash withdrawals; payment of bills;
sending mail and parcels; mobile phone top-ups; One4all gift cards; foreign currency.

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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25 Small Things You Can Do to Cheer Yourself Up
It’s OK to be gentle with yourself. It’s OK to take time to do something completely frivolous
simply because it makes you happy. It’s OK to feel upset, and it’s OK to need a little help feeling
better again. Here are 25 simple ideas that you can easily do today or this week to spread a little
more kindness in the world.
1. Find the cosiest, comfiest sweater you own. Wear it for the rest of the day.
2.Do one small thing to take care of yourself.
3. Set up a small, recurring monthly donation to a cause you feel passionately about. Perhaps
Kingsbridge Food Bank...?
4. Go social media blackout, even if just for an hour or so. Take your phone, give it to a trusted
friend, or hide it from yourself.
5. Clean out your cupboards. Donate what you don’t need.
6. Visit the website of your local animal shelter and browse photos of pets.
7. If you already have a dog, take them for an extra long walk. Breathe fresh air. Let them sniff
whatever they want. Marvel at the fact that they love you even when the world is mad.
8. Buy a pack of greeting cards and a book of stamps. Send them to the people you care about
most, worry about or miss.
9. Watch an episode of BBC’s “Human Planet” or a similar show to remind yourself of the
wonders of the world.
10. Buy a pair of silly, cute socks. Buy a pair for a friend while you’re at it.
11. Contribute books to the village shop. Buy treats at the village shop!
12. Set aside a couple hours for that creative hobby that you love, but aren’t any good at. Paint,
sing, write — let yourself enjoy an activity without worrying about how you compare to others.
13. Bake a cake. Put on your favourite guilty pleasure show. Eat the cake.
14. Spin a globe, or open Google Maps. Look for the most exotic-sounding place. Learn
everything about that place.
15. Sign up for a free online class. Start learning something you never got the chance to before.
16. Google Image search for “sloths in buckets.” Also an option: “pigs in boots,” “baby
elephants” and “hedgehogs.”
17. Think of the books that influenced your life the most. Go online to bookshop.org. Buy a copy
of each one. Give them to a younger niece, nephew, sibling or cousin.
18. Think of a place you’ve always wanted to go. Start planning a trip, even if all you can do at
the moment is look up local restaurant reviews. Make it a goal, something to look forward to.
19. Don’t give a damn about your looks. Forget the makeup. Do what feels best to you.
20. Make a cup of tea, pour a glass of wine, run a bath or find a cosy corner – and read a good
book.
21. Get a takeaway from the pub.
22. Buy yourself flowers. Vacuum your floors and wash your sheets. Be grateful for your home.
23. Try some new recipes and different ingredients.
24. Think about something you really enjoyed doing as a child but haven’t done in a while. Go
for a hike. Sleep in late and eat chocolate for breakfast. Play in the rain. Bake biscuits. Find a
used instrument on Facebook Marketplace. Buy some cheap craft supplies and go crazy.
25. If the day is done and your mind is weary, go to bed. Warm up a mug of milk. Wear your
comfiest PJs. Put on soothing music. Remind yourself that you deserve the right to relax.
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Parish Puzzlers

By
Pippa Unwin

Holidays! - When we are able to travel again...

ADVENTURE
AIRBNB
BACKPACKING
BENIDORM
BUCKETLIST
CANARIES
CARIBBEAN
CITYBREAK
CRUISE
CULTURE

DISNEYLAND
GREAT ESCAPE
GREEK ISLANDS
HIMALAYAS
HONEYMOON
KABUL
LUXURY
MAJORCA
MALDIVES
NEW ZEALAND

PACKAGE HOLIDAY
PISA
ROME
SAFARI
SKIING
SOLO TRAVEL
STAYCATION
THAILAND
TREK
VENICE

Find the holiday ideas in the wordsearch grid (words may run horizontally, vertically or
diagonally, backwards or forwards) - the left over letters spell a place we like to be!
Answer on page 18

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

The mAGpie | 13

The Beast from the East
t the time of going to press another ‘Beast from the East’ may possibly hit us again.
A
Although the South Hams is known for its mild climate (the name derives from the Old
English ‘Hammes’, meaning a sheltered place) it also receives its fair share of hard weather.
Whilst the country was still struggling in the grips of the First World War, severe blizzards hit the
United Kingdom. From a scientific paper written about that time: “The widespread destruction
of bird-life caused by the severe winter of 1916-1917, and more especially by the prolonged
period of frost which extended late into the spring of 1917, was so noticeable that it attracted the

attention of even the least observant. In most parts of the British Isles the diminution of resident
species was most marked during the following summer, and in some cases the destruction was
so great as to result in local extermination.”
We haven’t since 1927 had a blizzard here as severe as the one that started on Christmas Day.
It brought England and Wales to a halt, with Devon as badly affected as anywhere else. Local
newspapers reported shipping in distress, road and rail routes impassable, motorists and
pedestrians injured, residents marooned in their homes by drifts, trees down, telegraph wires
down, cutting off all communications, while, on Dartmoor, Princetown was completely cut off
and prisoners were sent out to clear the roads for their warders to come on duty!
In 1927 all the roads
in this Parish were
impassable
for
several days, and the
Council
gave
temporary
work
clearing the roads to
people who couldn’t
get to their normal
jobs. Gangs of men
dug
their
way
through drifts that in
some places were
two or three times
their own height and
the Parish archive
has several photos
which show how bad
it was.

In Aveton Gifford the Avon was frozen for some weeks in the spring of 1917. In February, 26
school children and 3 of their teachers were photographed standing in a line below the
bridge, many of them clutching big chunks of ice, one of them even balancing his on his
head ! Their descendants later heard stories from grandparents who’d had time off their
lessons to enjoy time on the frozen river.
And in March, a
postcard was
sent by Millie
Adams to her
nephew Reg
Edgecombe at
the 4th
Devon’s
training camp
in Wiltshire
prior to being
sent to France.
It shows Millie
with her friend
Rebecca
Steere
standing on the
ice below Six
Arches.

14 | The mAGpie

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

Ron Elson’s father was in one of the work parties to dig out a delivery van from a
drift on the Hill; Bill Elson is sitting on the wheel.
Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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A
G

School Report

Good Causes

t Aveton Gifford Primary School we enjoyed a fun end of autumn term with lots of festive
A
delights: Forest School activities to enthrall the pupils, PTFA colouring competitions,
Christmas lunch, class parties and much more!
We were very pleased, after a mental health awareness day, to be able to donate £60.40 to the
charity Young Minds. We also asked our families to take part in Reverse Advent. This involved
them placing a food item in a box each day during the Advent period, and then donating their
box to the local food bank. As a result, for the second time this year, we were very proud to be
able to make a large donation to Kingsbridge Food Bank.
Towards the end of term we
held a 100 Square Christmas
Draw. This was very popular
and raised £143 for our
Chromebook fund. Thank you
to each member of staff who
donated an item to the
Christmas hamper as a prize,
and congratulations to Mrs
Cleary for being our winner!
Although the spring term has
begun in a different way, we
are open for key workers

ensuring we can continue support
wherever possible. The online
curriculum is going really well for
virtual learners, and pupils are able
to communicate with us through
Google Classrooms.
Thank you once again from the
team at AG School for all the
support that we receive from the
Community.
Alice Giles, School Administrator,
Aveton Gifford C of E (VC)
Primary School, Fore Street,
Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LB.

Did you know...
mAGpie Distributor Needed Please
We need a volunteer to distribute mAGpie to 25 homes in Icy Park. If you feel that you
can do this please send an email to mAGpie.inbox@gmail.com. Thank you.

… that the Shop actively seeks local suppliers. Using local suppliers supports local
farmers and businesses; means food can be fresher as it spends less time in transit; is
better for the environment (less mileage, less pollution); ensures that you can know
where the food comes from and what’s gone into producing it. It also brings you
additional choice.

Fisherman’s Rest
“Positive in Pain”

01548 550284

hese were the words used by Mark when we interviewed him to
Tcourage
collect information for this current issue. It summarises the
and resilience of Athenia and Mark and those associated with

Aveton
Gifford

the Fisherman’s, but also indicates the enormous difficulties they are
facing in the current Lockdown restrictions. All the coverage we hear
about the dire situation of the UK’s hospitality industry is crystallised
in this Community asset on our doorsteps.
Mark is just hoping that they can hang on until the restrictions are lifted and once more provide
us with the food, drinks and hospitality that are their lifework. But it’s ‘touch and go’ and it won’t
be over as soon as the restrictions are lifted as they will have to strive big time over many years
to repay the bit of money they have received and then repair the damage already done to their
savings invested in the business.
There’s a lot of material in this issue of mAGpie intended to encourage our use of the Village
Shop & PO, but it’s more difficult with our Pub - legislation actually forbids them from pursuing
their livelihood and it’s more restrictive than it was during the first Lockdown. I’m not saying it’s
not necessary, the pandemic situation is dire. Sometimes we just have to grit our teeth and do
all we can to get through this and out the other side as soon as we can. That is the thing that
will ultimately help Athenia and her colleagues get back on the road.
In the meantime, the Fisherman’s is continuing to offer ‘Take Away Fridays’ between 5 and
7.30 and a ‘Sunday Lunch Takeaway’ between 12 and 2. Both should be pre-booked please.
All necessary information is available via 01548 550284 or via either the Pub’s own Facebook
page (thank you, Libby) or the Aveton Gifford FB page.
We really hope to have better news in our next issue. Until then, be positive and as far as you
are able TRADE LOCAL.

Instead of a warm welcome over the winter months at the Fisherman’s Rest,
Kingsbridge Jazz Club members have of course been locked down at home, like
everyone else. Music has an amazing way of lifting the spirits but we will have to
patiently wait for the music to start again - and it will. Live music is something to
experience, not just to listen to. I hope that more folk in Aveton Gifford will come along
to the Kingsbridge Jazz Club gigs in the Fisherman’s Rest, as soon as they can start
again.
In spite of the fact that we were not able to hold live gigs inside during 2020, we made
a new plan. When the Covid Guidelines permitted it, we were able to offer thirty
people the chance to listen to jazz outside - The Upside Down Jazz Cellar. Jazz bands
who had not been able to perform live since the previous February were keen to
support the initiative and we had several truly amazing gigs over the summer of 2020.
The bands were just as jazzed-up by the chance to play their hearts out for us. There
were many new faces at these events and it is hoped that they will continue to appear
when we get back to normal at the Fisherman’s.
When the Rule of Six came into force we had to postpone the last two planned outdoor
summer gigs. The bands involved have agreed to perform for us when the window
opens up again, so if readers would like to be kept informed, they should get in touch
and ask to be put on the ‘list’ for tickets at the next outdoor gigs (£12 for non-members,
£10 for members). Contact Louise Wainwright at bigburydrums@gmail.com
The first outdoor gig will be the Drat Pack: Adam Moran vocals, Neil Maya saxes, Tom
Unwin piano, Kev Sanders bass and Gary Evans drums. They will be accompanied by
some wonderful lindy hop exhibition dancing from Mad About Jazz. We also plan to
have the Pete Canter Quartet: a swing, bebop and Latin jazz combo with Pete Canter
saxophone, Peter Tamblyn keys, Jim Rintoul double bass and Gary Evans on drums
www.petecanter.com
The history of Kingsbridge Jazz Club will feature in the next exhibition at the
Cookworthy Museum which covers ‘Music in Kingsbridge’. If any readers have any old
photographs of Kingsbridge Jazz Club, please send in your memorabilia to Julia
Hemming: 01548 853235 hello@kingsbridgemuseum.org.uk

Allotment
Association

Looking forward to seeing you soon at jazz, Louise.

Report from Jenny Reynolds who has taken over from Jackie Guiver

I

t seems a quiet time on the allotments, but there is still pruning of fruit bushes and trees to
do, and preparation of the beds for their spring planting. The weather has not been
encouraging, either too wet or too cold, although those of us with polytunnels at least have
somewhere slightly warmer to work. I expect most people have been sorting out their seed
orders to get ready for planting and, with spring here before we know it, the work will really
start!
Anyone wanting to go on the waiting list for a plot, please contact Richard Cole at
Richard.Cole2@networkrail.co.uk
Wordsearch Answer: Beside the Seaside
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Kingsbridge Jazz Club - an update from Louise Wainwright

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

Neighbourhood Plan Approaches its Final Stage
Although the Parish's Neighbourhood Plan has been completed and approved by the
official examination board, the final step before it becomes statutory is for all residents
to vote for it. This should have happened last year but for several reasons was
postponed.
Currently the document is being referred to by SHDC for any planning applications in
the Parish, but it will need a referendum to finalise it. Hopefully the next mAGpie
edition in April will be able to give the date, which we believe will be in May.

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes

The Minister’s
Review

By
Rodney Bone

by Rev’d
Matt Rowland

Wildfowl and Wader Numbers on the
River Avon Estuary 2020
Black Swan
Mute Swan
Canada Goose

Shelduck
Mandarin Duck
Widgeon
Mallard
Pintail
Teal
Goosander
Little Grebe
Black Stork
Cattle Egret
Glossy Ibis
Little Egret
Grey Heron
Oystercatcher
Shag
Lapwing
Ringed Plover
Whimbrel
Curlew
Black-tailed
Godwit
Turnstone
Knot
Dunlin
Snipe
Common
Sandpiper
Sanderling
Green
Sandpiper
Redshank
Greenshank
Lesser Yellow
Legs

J

1
49
147
2

F

1
49
132
18

M

1
41
75
15

A

30
39
8

M

1
45
36
34

85
95
70
1
18
4
12
28
2

170
60
60
1
18
2
3
28
3

64
25
1
23
4
24
5
1
17
-

21
5
14
4
2
12
1
-

17
21
3
2
10
-

11
2

1

1

1

1

1

1

9
3
-

12
5
-

12
5
-
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J

1
44
22
20+
6Juv

J

32
79

A

33
300
4+ 5juv 2 juv

S

51
420
2 juv

O

65
500
1

N

69
340
4

D

67
320
-

50
1
1
24
8
1
12
-

60
1
3
17
6
1
1
3
27
-

105
14
2
2
25
5
3
30
3
27
4

21
160
80
3
1
21
5
16
10
31
4

1
20
150
100
4
3
18
3
4
2
28
4

1
42
197
150
3
14
2
21
19
5
29
6

1
200
200
80
3
16
3
21
9
1
18
6

2
-

1
-

2
9

2
-

-

-

-

3
7

4
3

8
2

11
3

35
1

-

-

1

3

1
3

6

-

1

-

4
3
-

-

1
-

3
4
-

9
6
-

12
6
-

16
6
1

16
5
1

8
3
1

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

The Greatest Story Ever Told
guess for many of us Lent has
Idifficult,
connotations of taking on something
as a Lenten discipline, like giving up

chocolate or alcohol, and something we
thankfully lay down on Easter Sunday.
However Lent is an invitation, an invitation to
find ourselves in the greatest story ever told.
Everybody has a story. Your story includes
the things you have done, the places you
have lived your life, the experiences which
have made you who you are, the people who
have been most important to you. Your story
is not yours alone, but is also part of lots of
other stories – the story of your family, your
group of friends, your town or village, your
place of work, even your country.
At Lent and Easter, Christians celebrate the
true life story of Jesus. This is the story of
God’s real loving and creative engagement
with the world, which finds its high point in
the life, death, resurrection and ascension of
Jesus. From one perspective, to be a
Christian is to be someone who lives their
story in the light of God’s true story and then
invites others into His story with us.
To find out more about what our Parish has

Church Diary
February
Sun 7th 11.00 am Sunday Worship
Sun 14th 11.00 am Holy Communion
Sun 21st 11.00 am Sunday Worship
(lay led)
Sun 28th 11.00 am Holy Communion
March

Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

7th
14th
21st
28th

11.00
11.00
11.00
11.00

am
am
am
am

Sunday Worship
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Sunday Worship

Services are subject to Covid-19
restrictions, please see notices online
www.modburyteam.org or on the
church noticeboard
on offer for Lent and Easter this year see our
website: www.modburyteam.org.

Winter Highlights, with Eric Wotton
8 Nov: Rare American wader, a Lesser
Yellow Legs, seen on SEM; bird still
present mid-Jan
8 Nov: 5 Lapwings
15 Nov: 1 male Mandarin Duck; bird still
present mid-Jan
18 Nov: 69 Mute Swans, highest count of
year

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

19 Dec: first Snowdrop in flower
20 Dec: 1 Lapwing on SEM
1 Jan: 10 Black-tailed Godwits on SEM
6-8 Jan: 1 Black Redstart in Village
7 Jan: 1 Common Sandpiper
SEM - South Efford Marsh
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Did you know...
… that you can order
foreign currency
online with the Post
Office and have the
currency delivered to
your local branch?
[less useful at the
present moment, but
an item for the
memory banks !]
… Loddiswell used to
have a Post Office,
but it wasn’t used
enough - now it just
has a visiting service
for 6 hours a week.
Our PO is open 37.5
hours per week !

mAGpie Advert Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our
Parish magazine, which is published bimonthly and distributed free of charge
to every house in the Parish, as well as
through the Fisherman’s Rest, the
Village Shop and St Andrews Church circulation >450.
Advertisers are kindly requested to
supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic
form. Please contact David Stevens
[davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk] for more
information.
Rates from 1 January 2019 - £
Size
AG Parish
NonResident
resident
Whole page
159
216
Half page
79.50
108
Quarter
52.50
66
page
Eighth of
37.50
52.50
page
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Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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MARTIN MOWS
MARTIN FLEETWOOD
Need a lift to a medical appointment?

MOWING – STRIMMING
HEDGECUTTING

Call Modbury Health Centre on 01548 830666

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Call Sheila on 07554997140 or email
modburycaring@gmail.com

POND MAINTENANCE

We are there for you, covering Modbury, and the
outlying villages. We need you too!!!

Professional Friendly Reliable

Need a friend for support and companionship?

No lawn too large or small

Could you give your time to someone who
needs support and companionship or use your
car to provide lifts?

Over 35 years experience
managing estates

Why not volunteer to be a befriender (call
07554997140) or a driver (call Michael on
01548810520)

Please call to discuss your
requirements

Our help is free but we do need funding

07771892916 – 01752 896298
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Why not join the Friends of Modbury Caring
and help us?
Application forms available in the Health Centre

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Talking Shop
As we go to print the Village Shop Committee are busy
behind the scenes securing a positive future for the
Shop and Post Office - more news very soon (check
Facebook - see announcement below).
Thank you all for your support. Plus we want to thank Kathleen for managing
the Shop so well over a busy Christmas and New Year during very challenging
times. Thanks also to Jas who is kindly supporting us through the transition
period.
Did you know ? We’ve got a new Facebook Page ‘Village Shop Aveton Gifford’;
please like us, share and follow us to keep updated on offers and new products, as
well as any changes to opening times.
And news there will be, as we bring in products for your various needs for
Valentine’s Day (Sun Feb 14th), Mother’s Day (Sun Mar 14th) and Easter (Apr
4th)
Village Shop Survey - issued in the New Year, this should have reached every
home in the AG area. We welcome all feedback and once the data is collated we’ll
be publishing the results and using the information to improve the service that we
can bring to you.
In addition, a suggestion box will be placed in the Shop to give you an ongoing
opportunity to make a difference.
In the current restrictions we are continuing to keep the Shop running smoothly
and our customers safe. Face coverings are essential unless you are exempt and
hand sanitiser is available at the door. Thank you for your co-operation.
We are proud to support the Food Bank in Kingsbridge and will continue to offer
a collection point.
Together we are stronger - Trade Local
Hours: Shop & PO open Monday-Friday 9am-4:00pm;
Shop open Saturdays, Sundays 9am-1pm.
[Additional staffing is being explored which will hopefully allow these hours to be
extended from March]
Contact: Tel 01548 550996
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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