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Opening Up Our
Community Pool

The Parish Council is hoping to
be able to open up the Pool for
community use some time at the
beginning of June, provided
Covid restrictions permit.
However this may not be at the
same time as other public
pools because we will need permission
from the School’s First Federation to allow other people from
the wider community into their School grounds.
If all goes well, and there are no distancing regulations to limit
the number of users, and the PC can satisfy the necessary
Covid-19 risk assessment, we should be able to open up. As with
previous years, all prospective keyholders and other supporting
family members who will be responsible for accompanying
children must take part in one of the Aveton Gifford
resuscitation courses before they can be issued with their key
and membership. (The only exception is for holders of an
Emergency First Aid at Work certificate.) There will be four
training sessions only, with a maximum of 12 people per session.
Once an opening date can be confirmed, all the dates will be
publicised as widely as possible, meaning on the AG Facebook
page and the Community website, together with notices on the
Parish and Shop noticeboards, and of course, through the
School to parents.
This year, booking for the resuscitation training and for
membership will be done online only on the Swimming Pool
page of the Aveton Gifford website www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/
amenities/swimming-pool The fees of £60 for family
membership and £30 for single adults will cover both the
training session and membership with full payment required on
booking. Further details on membership and courses can be
found on the website.

Another pool assistant is needed
We need to find someone to join the small team which will
run our Community Pool for this coming season. Colin
Pearson has checked the Pool every morning for several
years and is happy to continue for this year also. However
we need to have somebody else to cover or work with
continued on page 2
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him, as the Pool needs to be checked every day before it’s used by the School or is
opened for community use.
The appointee will need to be trained. The job involves daily sampling of pool water &
recording the results, back washing the filter, Vaxing the pool once a week and
sweeping and cleaning the changing rooms and WC. The typical time to sample and
record the water is 10 minutes while the weekly Vax takes about 1 hour. This job does
come with a small pro-rata payment. PPE will be provided
If anyone would be prepared to help with this, please contact Peter Smith to get more
information: 01548 550272 or peter.smith249@btinternet.com It’s important to stress
that during this 2021 season, all aspects of all jobs at the pool must be strictly within
C-19 health and safety guidelines to ensure the safety of our volunteers.

Neighbourhood Plan Vote - 6th May
The completed Neighbourhood Plan (NP) has been waiting since last
spring for your vote, delayed by Covid - but now restrictions allow this
vote to take place.
On the 6th, along with the local elections, you will also be voting for this
Parish’s NP in a referendum organised by the Election Office of SHDC.
The Plan, already being referred to by SHDC in planning decisions, was written by
a group of volunteer parishioners and parish councillors, using input from
parishioners in the many consultations held over the last 5-6 years.
It allows for three small developments in the Village with 7 to 10 mixed size
houses in each,
a new car park in the field opposite the Rectory gate to help with Village parking
problems and a change to the Village development boundary.
Without this vote for the Plan, this community has no say in any future planning
applications for development.

To learn more you can find the Plan on the Village Community Website
(www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/local-info/neighbourhood-plan/)
Your Parish Council urges you to have your say on
our Neighbourhood Plan
(Aveton Gifford Parish Council)
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Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

South West Water - Sewerage Improvement Project
outh West Water is planning to start work
S
on the Village Green in early April
installing an additional sewer pipe. The pipe

is necessary to resolve long-standing
sewerage flooding which frequently occurs
in Jubilee Street during & after heavy
rainfall.
The scheme involves laying a large pipe
under the Village Green from the footpath
beside the underpass where the work will
start. It will then progress across the Green,
around the Play Park equipment, across the
car park, under the ford & up to the top end
of Jubilee Street. The new pipe will then be
carefully connected into the existing
sewerage system to relieve the flow

congestion that causes the sewerage
flooding.
A Health & Safety construction area will be
created and this will be securely fenced,
enclosing a deep excavation, construction
plant, equipment and materials. As the work
progresses
this
area
will
move.
Unfortunately, this means that for part of the
summer large parts of the Village Green &
children’s play park will fall within the
construction area and will be out of use (but
see article below).
SWW will be providing more information
about the project in the next few weeks and
the PC will publish this as soon as it is
received.

Good News for the Play Park at Icy Park this Summer
As a result of SWW’s work down by the Village Green the Parish Council has learned
that the two play areas there will have to be closed off for part of the summer. This will
be a big disappointment for families during the holidays, but we are so lucky here
having our other younger children’s playground at Icy Park. This one is owned by SHDC
and, fortunately for us, they had allocated £15,000 for it from their budget so the
Parish Council could negotiate repairs and some new equipment.
Because Covid restrictions have delayed their own work timetable, the District Council
will be working with our AG Play Park Parent Group to choose and install some new
equipment and aim to have it completed by the time the two others are closed.
The grassy area beside the playground will be another alternative place for families
while the Green is out of bounds, and the Parish Council will provide another picnic
bench for that area.

WI Plans
Gifford WI is looking forward to
A veton
meeting again in 2021 and think the
earliest they will be able to do this,
restrictions permitting, will be July.
They are however also looking at the
possibility of an outdoor get together (even
a picnic) before then and will get in touch
with members if it is thought feasible.
Further information from Maggie Skeates
01548 550153.

Egg-cellent Facts
The UK’s first chocolate Easter
egg was produced in 1873, at
Fry’s factory in Bristol. At the
time, this was the largest
chocolate factory in the world;
Cadbury’s first chocolate egg
wasn’t produced until two years
later, and Rowntrees introduced
their chocolate eggs in 1904.

Meanwhile all members are wished a very
Happy Easter.
Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Dogs (or Dog-Owners) Behaving Badly

n our last issue we had an article that waxed lyrical about puppies. Shortly afterwards we
Iit below
had a letter which presented another side to the coin. In the interests of balance we present
….
Aveton Gifford Village and the Parish
D ear
Council,

There are more dogs around, have you
noticed? Many dogs have been bought
during the lock-down ... often by people that
have never before trained a dog ...
People let their dogs run loose along the
Avon disturbing and killing wildlife, and
through the Park and beyond to farm
land. Some of these ignorant people are
local, others from parishes the Kingsbridge
and Salcombe way!
I would like to draw attention to the
following:• Notices near the Park state all dogs must
be kept under CLOSE control. Can we
enforce this?
• Not all dogs or people like dogs,
especially loose ones running up to them
(Morgan-dog excepted). I have met a
surprising number of adults recently who
are really afraid of dogs, even dogs on a
lead. In the summer a dog ran at me
along by the lower ford and jumped up,
its owner did/said nothing; it then ran
back for a second time and got the
‘Barbara Woodhouse treatment’, yelped
and ran off. The man said, “Thank you”,
but did not collect his dog, or say sorry

Egg-cellent Facts
The tallest chocolate Easter
egg ever made was in
Cortenuova, Italy, in 2011. The
height was measured at 10.4
metres and, with a
circumference of 19.6 metres
at its widest point, it weighed
7200Kg! The egg was taller
than a giraffe and heavier than
an elephant.

that my clean trousers had great mud
scrapes from mid thigh down ... really.
• Free range dogs are pooping anywhere
and everywhere. Almost every day one
can see parents in the play area letting
their dogs run wild whilst they chatter or
use their mobiles, looking the other way.
Today I noticed dollops of poop on the
grass beside the paths in the Park, lanes
and along Pittens Path and toward the
river area.
Since I moved to the Village I have been
keeping the patch of ground at the top of
Pittens and the path above tidy. Why should
the volunteers do it all? Now every day a
certain person allows their dog to poop on
the area near my back gate. This will attract
other, loose dogs to follow suit. Why should I
weed among their dog’s poop; perhaps I
should just use a commercial weed killer
instead!
Please could the ‘Keep dogs on leads in this
area’ policy notice at Icy Park area be
extended to include the whole Village?
Alongside these I would like to see ‘Pick it up
and bin it’ ones too. Or maybe I could just
have some for my area?
Welcome to 2021!
Sincerely, E C William

Christmas Window Result
We unfortunately missed the
opportunity in our last issue to give the
results of the Christmas Window
Display competition organised by
Maggie Skeates. The winner was Sally
Foster and family at 4 Tidal View
Close, whose display the outside judge
felt was ‘dramatically different and
very eye catching’.
Congratulations to Sally et al and
many thanks to Maggie for having
organised this competition, which was
the last one that will be held. The
winning entry received a 15½ inch
diameter Delft plate with a Dutch
winter scene.

t an extraordinary meeting of the Avon Estuary Forum on 16th Feb 2021, attention was
A
directed at the issues associated with the explosion in popularity of walking along the
Estuary bed, of outdoor swimming and in the use of SUP’s, canoes and kayaks.
It was agreed …
• to renew, with the collaboration of the Ski Club and the Salcombe Harbourmaster, the
buoys and associated signs marking the water ski zone;
• to try and improve safety and biosecurity through better communications and using social
media, to reach the public as well as local organisations which run courses or hire
equipment.
As part of this safety campaign, advisory codes of conduct for all
three types of activity will be published on the Aune Conservation
Association website, accessible via the QR code or by visiting
www.auneconservation.org.uk
The Avon (Aune) Estuary is a priceless environmental asset. It is a
County Wildlife Site and Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) with its
shallow waters, extensive mudflats and salt marshes. All of these
features are of exceptional ecological value to important
populations of fish, invertebrates, migratory birds and waterfowl and
it is vital these habitats remain undisturbed.
Educating all Estuary users is a first step in managing these areas
for the benefit of all. Historically, the Avon Estuary has always been highly valued as a place for
quiet contemplation and reflection on natural beauty. All users of the Estuary are asked to
respect these values; in these difficult COVID times, they are more priceless than ever.

St. Andrew’s Church Easter Pebble Hunt
2nd - 5th April
Around the village on public benches are 19 painted pebbles.
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New containers
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Avon Estuary - Crowded Waters

The new service will be rolled out throughout spring
2021, a collection round at a time. Each household will
receive 2 recycling boxes, 1 reusable recycling sack and
2 food waste caddies (1 indoor and 1 outdoor).
Start using your new containers as soon as they are
delivered and put them out on your next collection day.

FISH

plastic
packaging

metal
packaging

plastic bottles lids on

drinks cans

plastic pots, tubs
and trays

food tins
empty aerosols
foil

Wash and squash plastic bottles.
W

No cling lm, plastic bags
or black plastic of any kind

No crisp packets and
sweet wrappers

Please rinse your recycling. Clean recycling only
only.
Please use your recycle boxes for other recyclable material.

West
W
We
st Dev
Devon
evo
ev
von
www.westdevon.gov.uk
www
www.westdevon.gov
.westdevon.gov.uk
.westdevon.gov.uk

West Devon
Borough Council

Recycling more often
Once you receive your new containers, we will
collect your recycling and food waste every week.

New items to recycle
Plastic pots, tubs and trays, glass,
printer cartridges and batteries will all go in
your new containers, along with all the usual items.

Please leave the pebble where you found it.

Separate food waste collection

Each pebble has a letter with it.

Food waste collection weekly in a new container,
means less time you have to store smelly food waste.
Your brown bin will be for garden waste only.

Write the letter for each pebble here:

NO
FOOD

Sorting your recycling

Unscramble the letters to find the Easter saying

(If you need help look up 1 Corinthians 15)

Bring your answer sheet to the tennis pavilion between 11am and 12pm on Tuesday 6th
April to hand in your form and collect a small prize.
Name………………………………………………………………………………
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Phone no…………………………………………………………………..

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

For the new service, you will need to sort your
recycling by type into 3 containers. Sorting the
recycling will help ensure we only collect the
recyclable items.

Recycling Box 1
Recycling Box 2
Reusable White Sack

www.southhams.gov.uk/newservice

South Hams
Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

The mAGpie | 7

Deer Wood Diaries
By Lisa Pugh & Marc Biddle

Spring 2021:
Forming Foundations for a Fruitful Future
fter such a busy few weeks of lifting
A
trees for customers from the Deer Wood
nursery, we decided it was at last time to get

some trees in the ground ourselves - these
trees will represent a part of the local
community’s food stock for years to come.
Historically, so we have been told, a small
part of Deer Wood had an orchard of cider
apple trees. We only have but one mighty
specimen still in evidence, which stands
majestically on the corner of the track. It
reminds us each autumn of the incredible
abundance of Nature; showering the track
with hundreds and hundreds of small, but
perfectly formed, apples. Last year was a
bumper crop, which we gladly shared with
our friends who have an apple press that
they then share with their local community.
Most people take for granted the
convenience of an all year round supply of
‘fresh’ apples in the supermarkets, but if we
take a closer look at their country of origin
we can see that many have high air miles,
coming from as far away as China, USA, India
and Russia. Most will be between a year to 14
months old by the time we take them home,
having been in long-term controlled
atmospheric storage. This is where the
oxygen level is lowered from 21% to 1.2%,
putting the apples into a dormant state for
6-12 months.
So how do apple varieties come into
existence? The best way to guarantee
getting a desirable apple is to clone it. This
involves snipping off a bud or small young
branch from the original tree and grafting it
onto a living rootstock so it can grow. The
other advantage of grafting is that the apple
tree comes to bear fruit much younger than
if grown from seed - between 4-9 years,
depending on the root stock type and
environmental factors.
Most broad acre mono-cultural agriculture is
very prone to pests and diseases, amongst
other problems. Hence apple varieties grown
in this way require more pesticides than any
other crop. Growing any crop organically is
only feasible with a change of mind-set - to
8 | The mAGpie

one of understanding, and aligning our
agricultural systems with the natural ways of
the local biosphere. When we force Nature
to do something too extreme there is always
some kind of detrimental payback - eg
rampant pests and diseases, loss of topsoil
(erosion), loss of biodiversity and poor
health in both consumers and wildlife due to
toxic chemical overload.
It is sad to see that much of the land that was
used for orchards in this country has given
way to the pressure for new houses on the
edges of villages and towns (even if, a little
late in the day, this problem has now been
recognised by the planning authorities).
Apple varieties used to be grown from as far
afield as north of Inverness, down to the
edge of Cornwall. Until recently, every farm,
country house and suburban garden had its
own collection of fruit trees, the South West
being particularly rich in cider apples.
Alas, the decline of orchards in Britain has
been rapid. Natural England and the
National Trust claim 60% of England's
orchards have disappeared since the 1950s.
The crisis has been even worse in some
areas, such as here in Devon, which has lost
almost 90% of its orchards. With cheap
imports flooding the markets (just 5 main
varieties), our traditional home grown apples
get little or no space in the average British
fruit bowl.
The need to restore food sovereignty was
highlighted in Lisa’s research for her latest
‘Carbon Footprint Buster Challenge’ –
Community Boosters, where community
action is encouraged so that green spaces
can be restored to grow food and help with
food security. Food poverty has very much
come to the fore during the pandemic.
Food- and Nature-based initiatives for
establishing community gardens, allotments
and orchards were some of the brilliant ways
of not just revitalising the local environment,
but enabling people from all backgrounds to
participate and reap the rewards of their
efforts.

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

The Community Orchard is a communal asset for any parish but, more than that, it can be
the focal point for the whole village – akin to an open-air village hall. Community Orchards also
help to revive an interest in fruit growing; they provide a way of sharing knowledge and
horticultural skills and can stimulate us into growing food for ourselves. They are a wonderful
venue for social interaction (when this is again allowed) and the perfect place for Nature to
flourish. Insect life, in particular, is in abundance when fruit trees are cultivated naturally,
without pesticides or artificial fertilisers. They are also a haven for bats, habitats for birds,
beetles (including the threatened Noble Chafer), mammals, moths, lichens and fungi.
So we decided, based on the feedback we got from the
survey we conducted during our 2019 Bluebell Open
Weekend, that having a small community orchard by the
Wood would be a wonderful way of giving back to our local
parishes our thanks for the support and goodwill they have
shown us over the past 8 years since we moved here.
Deer Wood is a mixed deciduous woodland and has been
planted out historically over successive generations with
quite an eclectic mix of tree species. So as not to detract
from the woodland’s integrity we planned the site for our
mixed orchard along a section of land that was a part of
our neighbour’s field (that we purchased back in 2015).
This was done with the intention of putting an access track
in to the top of the woods without having to affect any of
the woodland itself. The fortuitous side effect of this
action has meant that there is a 130m stretch of fresh,
uncultivated bank, ripe for the planting of our mixed fruit
‘forest’.
Thus we have now planted 10 trees, including a mixture of
heritage and more modern varieties: Katy, Jonagold,
Honeycrisp, Beauty of Bath and Cornish Aromatic.
We hope they will bear fruit in 5-10 years time, at least whilst we are still young enough to enjoy
them! But we would like to invite our community to enjoy them too - through open days and
learning about pruning (in which Marc is proficient, having done it for many years). We wish to
share this bounty with those who do not have the space to grow their own.
If anyone is interested in learning more about growing
and caring for apple and other fruit trees then please
do
contact
us
on
the
usual
e-mail:
thedeerwoodtrust@gmail.com
(And watch out for courses on our Facebook page –
The Deer Wood Trust).
Bluebell Open Weekend – at the time of writing this
diary we are in the last week of our third lockdown in
the UK. Last year we were unable to run our open
weekend due to the restrictions. This year we are
planning to open the gates to Deer Wood during the
last weekend of April to allow a phased number of
visitors to enjoy the sea of blue that covers the entire
Wood at this most beautiful time of year.
We will allocate time slots for people in their safe
social bubble of 6 members maximum for a 30minute wander through the woods. Times will be from
11am – 5pm.
Details to follow on the Facebook page where we
hope to have a bookings system organised, or please
contact Lisa via the above e-mail.
Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Tractor Run Update! by Mike Bagley

A Thank You from Kingsbridge Area Foodbank

I

The effort from our community, from
individuals, from local businesses, churches
and community groups, all supporting us to
support our community, has been humbling.
We have received so much help and
encouragement in terms of volunteers,
donations of food and money, people giving
their time to talk to those who need some
social interaction, cooking Christmas lunch
and delivering it to those on their own on
Christmas day, while donations of presents
for Christmas meant that every child and
every adult we support had a gift to open on
Christmas Day. That alone is quite an
achievement and it took a lot of elves to
make that happen. We delivered over 430
Christmas hampers and presents to all our
clients between 21st and 24th December
making sure that everyone had a happy day!
In January, Kingsbridge Area Foodbank was
nominated by our community for a ‘COVID
Heroes’ award while South Hams District
Council conferred an award in the
‘organisation’ category. This is clear
recognition of the frontline work
that we are undertaking to
help
the
most
vulnerable
in
our
community.
We
have
been
supporting
families
with home-schooling
during
this
third
lockdown,
providing
additional lunch items
in food parcels, as well
as
reconditioned

waylaid John Foale close by the Tidal
Road, as he was rounding the canoe barn.
‘I’ve a problem, John’, trying to sound
matter-of-fact.
He looked at me in that faintly amused way
he has. ‘What’s that then, Mike?’
‘Well, I’ve just got a very polite email from
David Stevens, reminding me that if I wish to
submit copy for mAGpie on what’s
happening with the Tractor Run I have only a
few days in which to do it.’
The smile disappeared slowly and frown lines
began to form on the ample forehead.
‘Where’s your problem?’
‘The problem is that, as we’ve already
decided, the Run is not happening this year;
Covid has kicked it into touch until May ’22'.
Still no recognition of my dilemma on the
puzzled brow. ‘John, how do I write an
interesting article about something that’s
not going to happen?’
He seemed to ponder for a moment, then
grinned again. ‘I’m sure you’ll think of
something, Mike; you always do.’
I just watched him go, his size twelves slicing
through the mud by the sewage works. A
small mist seemed to form behind him and
follow him all the way to the car park.
So, in part to validate John Foale’s faith in
me, here’s a true story about my mouse. He’s
a very intelligent mouse because, twice now,
he’s taken cheese out of the mouse trap
without setting it off. My friend Helen says I

s h o u l d
adopt him,
as a kind of
pet.
She
may
be
right,
but
the trouble is I
have a cat
soon to arrive
and she may have
thoughts about
taking him out. I
could then be faced
with a conflict of
loyalties.
Anyway, I was clearing out a cupboard of
rubbish a few days ago and, right at the
bottom, trying to hide behind the last of the
Christmas wrappers, was my mouse. He
started to dart everywhere in a desperate
attempt to escape; but there was nowhere
for him to go; the sides of the cupboard are
sheer and the only escape was past me.
Eventually, he seemed to realise his
predicament and stopped running. He
looked up at me with the eyes of a father
who has mouths to feed back at the ranch
and I thought, this is my chance to get rid of
you, Boy. Instead, I said, ‘I’m going into the
lounge for five minutes and you’d better be
gone when I get back!’
And he was. I no longer lay mouse traps but I
do put down cheese, as well as chocolate
from time to time. He looked as if he needed
fattening up. And the cat has not yet arrived.

laptops and printers to families in need of
these. We have been able to do this with
generous assistance from Action West who
have offered their labour free of charge. We
have also been in communication with
Devon County Council regarding their
Holiday Activities and Food Programme. We
submitted an expression of interest, but
have been informed that our locality has not
been prioritised for this programme. So, we
hope to be able to co-ordinate a range of
activities with local groups and businesses
for school children and their families during
the Easter and Summer holidays and halfterm at June and October as well as the
Christmas holidays. We will provide food to
families during these periods to help them
serve lunch time meals to their children
during the holidays. Unfortunately, our
application to Children in Need to finance
the project was unsuccessful, so we will need
to fundraise to help achieve this.
We continue to meet the needs of the most
vulnerable in our midst and we couldn’t do all
this without the incredible support we get
from our community, both in terms of
volunteers and donations, together with
further funding from charitable trusts and
foundations. The trustees thank you most
kindly for your continued support of our vital
work.
Sasha (Trustee, Kingsbridge Foodbank)

Have you Completed your Census Form ?
We should all have received information about the census, but have we all done what we
need to? You should have completed the census on March 21, but late returns are allowed.
Indeed, if you don’t complete the census questionnaire, or give false information, you
could be fined up to £1000.

All this information about you is kept private, you won’t be identified by your answers as
names and addresses are removed from the data and, as the family historians amongst
us already know, the only complete Census will be kept securely in the National Archives
for 100 years. All other information is deleted once the statistics have been gathered.

The census is important as it gathers essential information that’s used for things that
affect us all. We all use services like transport, education and healthcare, and census
information is converted to statistics to help the government and local authorities decide
how to plan and fund them. Census data is also important to charities, as they use it to
plan for those who need help and as evidence for securing funding. All of this makes the
census a vital survey that helps people and organisations work out what our needs are
and how to meet them.

The questionnaire can be completed online and help to do this is available from Census
Support Centres. The questionnaire contains questions about our households and about
each person living there. If you’re aged 16 years or over, you can answer those questions
privately. You can also request a paper version instead of going online and support is
available in different languages and accessible formats.
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Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

More information is available at www.census.gov.uk

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Shop Updates

Changing of the Guard …

Aveton Gifford Village Shop Association - AGVSA

are many models for managing a
Tandhere
community shop. Most are managed
run directly by the community with a

combination of volunteers and staff paid
by a community shop committee using the
proceeds from shop sales. Fewer
communities decide to lease or rent the
running of the shop business to an
individual tenant once the community has
secured the building. This ‘shopkeeper’
model is our way of doing things and has
been since the current shop building was
completed in 2009.
The AGVSA is legally responsible for our
AG shop building, built on land rented from
the Village Hall Committee, and for its
fixtures, fittings and equipment. Since
2009, AGVSA has had four consecutive
rental agreements with four shopkeepers
who have each run the shop business
under a ‘Partnership Agreement’ drawn up
between the two parties. This gives our
shopkeeper exclusive rights to run our
Shop and Post Office “providing the best
possible service to the Community.” We
have to remember that our successive
shopkeepers work extremely hard for us;
they will not be making a fortune from the
shop business, but all have and have had a
strong affinity to our local community and
their customers. Rental income from the
shopkeeper is used by the AGVSA to
maintain the building and buy equipment
for the Shop.
Throughout this time our Shop has had its
loyal volunteers and supporters, including
the Parish Council. The Shop Management
Committee of the AGVSA completes this
model. The Committee’s key purpose is to

see that the facility is used as a shop for the
community's benefit and to ensure that
there is always a village shop in AG. It also
gives support to the Shopkeeper in fulfilling
their role to everybody’s mutual best
interest.
AGVSA’s Management Committee (max of
8 members) is elected at its AGM (this year
on 11th June at 7pm in the Fisherman’s Rest
– Covid restrictions permitting). Wissit
Furlong is currently Chair, Neil Barker Vice
Chair, while Maggie Newsham is Secretary
and David Stevens is looking after the
Treasury function (for the AGVSA, not the
Shopkeeper, whose finance is her own and
quite separate).
At present AGVSA would like to buy an ice
cream freezer to enhance the service our
Shopkeeper can offer. It would be owned by
the Association and be for the benefit of
customers. If you would like to make a
donation towards this, please do let us know.
Communications to the AGVSA can be sent
to agvsa.contact@gmail.com or passed via
the Shop.

Shareholder Members: Thank you and Where are you now?

Starting on 4th October 2007 with Gary Streeter MP, 572 people bought single £5 shares
helping us to provide and build a village shop in Aveton Gifford. As shareholders they became
members of the AG Village Shop Association. The last share was issued on 10th June 2009.
We have lost touch with a lot of our members, so we need to revise our membership list.
If you bought a share and wish to remain a member of the Association, please let us have your
email address or mobile number by 1st May so that we can keep in touch.
Please reply by: emailing agvsamembers@gmail.com or posting a note in the letterbox at
Stonecot, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford (opposite the Village Shop).
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and Thank You

been a time of enormous upheaval for our Village Shop over the past 15-or-so months
Imanyt’sbut,people,
thanks to an enormous amount of hard work and a fantastic spirit of community from
we are hopefully starting on a new path towards stability and safety.
Firstly, we need to thank Jas, the shopkeeper of Holywell Stores in St Anne’s Chapel, who
stepped in to rescue us at a crucial time and then did a marvellous job to steady things
through the very difficult pandemic period of 2020. She also brought us Kathleen, our new
Shopkeeper, and provided her with the guidance and selfless support that got her to a point
where she could take over.
Standing alongside Jas was Zoe Woodham who, as Chair of the AGVSA, stepped in to take
the necessary actions that allowed Jas’s generosity to achieve its aim. It was not the first time
that Zoe had been called upon to retrieve a difficult situation and the Village owes her an
enormous vote of thanks.
Now, with the situation stabilised, Zoe wants to take a break and is stepping down from the
AGVSA Management Committee and becoming a Friend of the Association so that her
experience and good counsel can still be an available resource. Jenny Reynolds, another
long-standing and dedicated Committee member, is also taking the opportunity to drop
down to becoming a Friend. The Village offers its sincere thanks for all the hard work they’ve
both put in and wishes them well for the future.
So, a lot of hard work has been done and things are looking positive with Kathleen and her
small team pushing forward, but much remains to be done through the support from the
AGVSA (see opposite) but crucially through the wider Community. If we don’t use the Shop
& Post Office all the hard work that has been put in so far will be undermined and the virtuous
circle of sustainability that we all want for our Village will become even more elusive.

Results of the Shop Questionnaire
The purpose of the questionnaire was to
collect information from AG residents about
how they use their Shop, how favourably or
otherwise they see it and what further
services they think it could provide. It was
printed and distributed in late December
2020 and the AGVSA sends a big ‘Thank
you’ to the 63 households who sent in their
responses.
Most questionnaires were fully answered
with only a few blank questions here and
there. The AGVSA say they have learnt a lot
and see it as a valuable way of helping the
Shop to provide the best possible service it
can.
Some highlights:
• 79% of respondents use the Shop or
Shop and Post Office either daily or
three times a week.
• During the first lockdown people said
they continued to use the shop because
it was ‘local, safe, convenient, to support
the Shop, and to avoid supermarkets’.
• The top five products/services showed
the importance of our Post Office and
Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

demand for local produce.
• Overall impressions of the Shop scored
highly. The percentage of ‘good’ or
‘very good’ for customer service,
friendliness,
convenience
and
understanding customers were all
above 90%. Kathleen responded to the
lower score of 78% for layout and we
now have a much improved display of
products since she took over.
• Other items that respondents wanted
our Shop to offer included more fresh
fruit and veg, more local produce,
organic options, healthy ready meals,
seasonal offers.
A more complete analysis of the
questionnaire results is available on the
Community Website.
The AGVSA and our Shopkeeper Kathleen
are already using this information to develop
what our Shop offers. The AGVSA hopes to
do more surveys as they continue to learn
how they can best meet our community’s
needs.
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Hedgehog Heroes
by Kate Kreke & family
an you be a hedgehog hero? Hedgehogs are now
C
listed as vulnerable to extinction in the UK. With only
a little bit of help from us we can do a great deal for our

spiky little friends.
Spring is here and our garden helpers will soon be
waking up from hibernation. Not only are they a joy to
watch bumbling across our gardens, they also usefully
scoff up unwanted pests like slugs. Here are ten simple
things you can do to make a real difference to our local
wildlife:
1. Bonfires – Build the woodpile on the day, or move the pile before burning. Those lovely
sticks are too tempting for a hedgehog not to nap in, so make sure no one is snoozing
before you set anything on fire.
2. Make a home – It doesn’t have to be anything fancy! That pile of wood you’ve left in the
corner? It doesn’t have to be a chore you never got around to; it can now be a bespoke
hedgehog home. Feeling a bit more ‘Grand Designs’? There are a wide range of homes
you can build yourself from plans on-line or to buy at local garden stores.
3. Strimming – Sound sleepers, hedgehogs will not wake or move just because you have a
loud mower or strimmer. It only takes a second to have a look before what might be a
terrible accident.
4.Say no to chemicals – pesticides, insecticides, lawn treatments and slug pellets not only
take away the hedgehog’s main food, they can make them deathly ill. A healthy, well
managed garden won’t need these things. Invite the hedgehog into your garden and
they’ll happily keep you pest-free for free!
5. Netting and litter – they are bumbling and prone to getting stuck in litter and netting. In
this Village alone we have saved three hedgehogs from netting in the last two years. Pick
up tempting litter and put netting away if it’s not being used. Keep all pea-netting a foot
above the ground so the hedgehogs can go under it and will not try to go through it and
become stuck; the same applies to tennis nets, football nets etc. when they are not being
used. Barbed wire should also be kept off the ground and never left trailing or carelessly
discarded. Remember: they won’t eat your veg, just your slugs!
6. Create a wild corner – let one tiny little corner of your garden go wild! Just let it go and
let the plants do their thing. Not only will it benefit an abundance of wild life, it’s one less
thing you have to do!
7. Ponds – hedgehogs are great swimmers but not brilliant at getting out. If you have a
pond, pile some rocks, some wood or a bit of chicken wire to make a simple sort of ramp
against one corner.
8. Hedgehog Highway - they roam between 1 & 2km each night during their active season.
It’s therefore critical that they can access a wide range of gardens. 13 x 13cm (5” x 5”) holes
in walls or fences will let hedgehogs through but be too small for most pets. If you’ve made
a hole in your garden wall or fence, please visit www.hedgehogstreet.org to put it on their
map.
9. Food and water – there’s no better way to encourage these helpers in your garden than
a free lunch. Hedgehogs really benefit from extra food, using it as a supplement to their
natural diet. Meaty cat or dog food and hedgehog food are both suitable – but no bread
or milk! Worried about feeding all the local cats too? Make a hedgehog-only feeding
station. Simply get a small plywood fruit/veg crate (ours was kindly given free to us from
the local Shop), turn it upside down, and place a heavy stone on top to stop other critters
getting underneath to the food. Hedgehogs can squeeze under tiny gaps where our fat
cat cannot. A great project for kids is to get them to paint the ‘Hedgehog Restaurant’!
Unsure of feeding? - at the very least leave out a bowl of fresh water. Water can also be
scarce at certain times of the year and is the only thing you should give them to drink.
14 | The mAGpie
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10.Hedgehog SOS - know the signs that you’ve got a poorly hog and what to do: Lethargic
- Hedgehogs don’t sunbathe. Seeing a hog in daylight is a red flag; you will sometimes see
a mother hog out in the day getting food for her babies, but she will be busy and
determined. Flies - Lots of flies around them means they need help. Wobbly - If
hedgehogs are wobbling more than bumbling when they walk, then something is wrong.
Obviously Injured - They’re wounded or clearly distressed. Trapped – Caught in litter,
netting, pond, drains, etc. Hoglets – If seen out in the day without an adult or squawking,
they will need help
If you do find a poorly hedgehog, please follow this first aid:
• With gardening gloves or a towel place them carefully in a high-sided box.
• Bring the box indoors away from flies.
• Keep it quiet and away from pets and kids. Only check on them when you need to.
• Warm a hot water bottle in a towel and place in the box with the hedgehog, but make sure
they have space to move off it if they wish.
• Offer a small amount of food and water – don't force feed.
• If it is a hoglet check for others that might be nearby and in trouble too.
• Contact our local hedgehog hospital Prickle in a Pickle on 07891 657104. There is often
something wrong that you can’t see, so it’s best to get the experts in straight away.
We’re lucky to live in such a beautiful place bursting with wildlife. With a few easy steps we can
keep our great ally the hedgehog safe and well.

5 Reasons to Shop Local!
Of course we really want you to bring business to our Pub and our Shop but, as shops
in Kingsbridge and Modbury start to open up, we need to remember the excellent
reasons for shopping locally apply equally to them.
1. Shopping locally retains our communities. People don't like losing shops and
services in small towns and villages but don't equate this to how they spend their
money. Shops will only survive if customers spend locally - so if you want a vibrant
local community, where people can socialise as well as shop, we need to encourage
people to shop locally.
2. Shopping local retains distinctiveness. Local independent shops create distinctive
shopping experiences and stock different products. Independent shops keep
traditional local products alive. They respond more quickly to the needs of local
customers, stocking products to meet changing population needs. They can also be
more innovative (organic products were first developed by independent traders).
3. Shopping locally saves you money. Out of town shops have done a good job of
convincing us all that sole traders = expensive, but the evidence just isn't there to
back this up. If you add in travel, parking costs, fees to transport larger items home
and customer time, the overall cost is often much greater.
4. Shopping locally saves the environment. We are all aware of CO2 emissions and
our environmental impact. Local shops often stock a higher percentage of locally
sourced goods for which distribution time and customer journey times are reduced.
This helps reduce our global footprint.
5. Shopping locally creates job. Shops in our town centres and villages create local
employment and self-employment. These people in turn spend in the local economy.
Evidence shows that for every £10 spent in an independent shop, £25 is generated
for the local economy compared to £14 spent in national chains.
Courtesy of INEXETER, www.inexeter.com

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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G

School Report

Out & About, on Land & Water

e have had a fantastic start back to
W
School, welcoming all pupils. Everyone
has returned with a positive and happy

attitude to learning and has settled in
brilliantly! We would like to commend all the
pupils and parents for how they have
managed the first half of this term.
We are currently enjoying lots of Forest
School activities, with years 2, 3 and 6 all
having afternoon sessions throughout the
week. They are delivered by Mrs 'Hedgehog'
Harding, teaching the children new outdoor
skills, new games,
and activities that
they can take home.
We are so fortunate
to be able to offer
the children this
provision.
Later this term, our
year 4 pupils will be
taking part in an ‘On
Board’
sailing
course, delivered by
Salcombe Dinghy
Sailing. This is a 6week
course
designed to teach
them new sailing
skills and provide an
opportunity
for
children to become
more confident on
the water.
We are also busy

planning our end of year activities for our
year 6 pupils who will be finishing their
primary schooling this summer. We look
forward to giving them a proper send-off,
with plenty of fun activities and days-out
coming up!
Once again, thank you for all the support
that the School receives from the local
community.
Kind regards from all at AG Primary!
Alice Giles, School Administrator

Did you know that decorated Ostrich eggs
have been found in Africa? They are
estimated to be over 60,000 years old!

Egg-cellent Facts

The average time for cracking open your first
Easter egg is 11.00 am on Easter Sunday
morning......... however 43% of children admit to
giving in to temptation before the big day.

Fisherman’s Rest
01548 550284

Fine Weather & a Packet of Crisps Please
s we emerge from winter (and other tribulations), things are
A
stirring down at the Fisherman’s. The wall has been repaired and
Mark & Charlie have been groomed for the brighter days ahead, while

Athenia offers her sincere thanks for all the support that they have
been receiving during lockdown with people using their take away
food service. But, she acknowledges, it has been challenging - very challenging.
Looking ahead, all hands are preparing for new arrangement that will come in for the 5 weeks
commencing April 12th until May 17th. During this period, the Fisherman’s will be open 6 days a
week (probably not Mondays, though possibly 7 days the first week) from 12 noon until 7pm,
but only outdoors - so, weather permitting. Three gazebo-covered spaces will be available with
a patio heater. Drink of course will be available and food for lunch and an early supper (they’ll
stop serving at 6) with a menu more in keeping with eating outside. Take aways will continue as
they have been running for the past few months.
After May 17th, it all depends on what Boris and his scientists come up with, but Athenia felt
that we may well return to the restrictions based on groups of 6 that applied last autumn.
Check information sources for developments.
Until April 12th, the Fisherman’s will continue to offer ‘Take Away Fridays’ (including on Good
Friday) between 5 and 7.30 and a ‘Sunday Lunch Takeaway’ between 12 and 2. There will be a
special menu on Easter Sunday. Please pre-book all take-aways to avoid disappointment.
All necessary information is available via 01548 550284 or via either the Pub’s own Facebook
page (thank you, Libby) or the Aveton Gifford FB page.
So, positive signs, but “Steady as she goes”. Look forward to a great spring, summer and as far
as you are able TRADE LOCAL.

Egg-cellent Facts

The first creme filled eggs went on the market in
1923 and now over 5 million Cadbury Creme Eggs
are made every year! We eat two thirds of them in
the UK, with the others exported all over the world - except to the USA,
where they are banned since 2015 when Hershey brought a lawsuit alleging
that Cadbury had copied one of their recipes.

Kingsbridge Jazz Club
Kingsbridge Jazz Club will not be holding any indoor events at the Fisherman’s Rest in
the near future. This decision will however be kept under review as the rules change
and in liaison with Mark at the pub.
Outdoor gigs will take place during the summer in a large garden in Bigbury.
Members will be notified by the Chairman of the proposed timetable. If you would like
to be kept informed please contact Henry Wainwright on 01548 810991.
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Rowcroft’s Meadow of Memories:
Dedicate a Flower in Memory of Someone you Love
Each spring, a beautiful wildflower ‘Meadow of Memories’ is sown in the gardens of
Rowcroft Hospice. The flowers in the meadow are dedicated to those who are no longer
with us and the meadow is a poignant symbol of love, remembrance, hope and peace – all
the more meaningful this year as we continue to struggle through this pandemic.
Rowcroft invites you to dedicate a flower in the meadow, as an inspiring way of
remembering and celebrating an adored person in your life. Your seeds will then be sown
at the beginning of April, and the meadow will flourish and bloom over the following
months, becoming the most soothing place to visit to reflect on special times spent with
those who are dearly loved and deeply missed. The meadow is in its full glory between May
and July, and you are welcome to visit at any time.
On Sunday 11 July, we’d love you to join our Meadow of Memories celebration – an online
event at www.rowcrofthospice.org.uk/meadow where you can listen to poignant readings,
poems and restful music and reflect on precious memories. If restrictions allow, we may
also hold an event at the meadow itself.
How your dedication will blossom
When creating your dedication, you are invited to make a donation to support people with
life-limiting illnesses in South Devon. Your donation will make such a difference in helping
Rowcroft to care for people at a time when they need us most, enabling families to make
every day the best day possible and to create special memories together.
Everyone is able to make a dedication - not just families cared for by Rowcroft.
To make your dedication, please go to:
www.rowcrofthospice.org.uk/meadow or
telephone 01803 217450
Rowcroft Hospice, Avenue Road,
Torquay,TQ2 5LS

Every year more than 80 million
boxed eggs are sold and in a typical
year £150million is spent. On
average each child in the UK
receives 8.8 Easter Eggs.
[Dear Parent, I didn’t contribute
that fact, Ed.]

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Egg-cellent Facts
A university survey found that
when eating a chocolate
Easter bunny, 76% of us bite
off the ears first, 5% the feet
and 4% go for the tail!
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Nature Notes

By
Rodney Bone

The Lapwing

he Lapwing is also known as the Green Plover or, alternatively, as
Tmarshes
the Peewit because of its call. When I was a boy they still nested in the
above the Bridge and on fields on local farms. They also bred in

good numbers on Dartmoor.
During July and August the local breeders were regularly seen on the mudflats
by the Lower Stakes. During winter, especially during cold spells, large flocks
could be seen on the Estuary and local fields. Now their numbers continue to
decrease, with breeding confirmed only in small numbers on the River Exe and Dartmoor.

Numbers recorded on the Avon Estuary
• 1970’s; average 260, January 1,000.
• 1980’s: average 187, February 700

• 1990’s: average 22, January 250
• 2000’s: average 1, January 70.

Winter Highlights, with Eric Wotton

Aveton
Gifford

1 Jan - 9 Mar: 1 Common Sandpiper
1 Jan, still present: 1 Lesser Yellow Legs
1 Jan, still present: 1 drake Mandarin. He
has now found a female Mallard as a
mate and spends most of his time
chasing away male Mallards.
1 Jan: 10 Black-tailed Godwits on SEM
7-9 Jan: 1 Black Redstart by Fisherman’s
Rest
14 Jan: 3 Green Sandpipers
15 Jan: 180 Wigeon on SEM
29 Jan: first 2 lots of frog spawn in my
garden pond

2 Feb: 35 Lapwing on SEM
9 Feb: 12 Dunlin on SEM
12-13 Feb: 1 Spoonbill on SEM
22 Feb: 1 Dark Bellied Brent Goose
24 Feb: 1 male Goosander
28 Feb: 20 Shelduck on SEM
4 Mar: 1 Peregrine feeding on freshly
killed Teal on SEM
4 Mar: 1 Firecrest seen by Eric
6 Mar: 1 Avocet on SEM
SEM = South Efford Marsh

Allotment
Association

planting season is now really upon us, so it’s time to get moving and hope we don't have
Tgetheanyplants
more frosts! It's always a risk with the more tender plants and yet also so tempting to
and seeds into the ground. The experts tell us of course that it's better to wait for
the soil to warm up - but when’s that and of course you don’t want to lose a key opportunity.
As in so many aspects of Life, timing is key. While of course the grass and weeds keep growing
whatever the weather!
We still have our resident pheasant patrolling the plots, he doesn't seem to do any harm and
takes no notice of me! [Just wait - Ed]
Anyone wanting to go on the waiting list for a plot, please contact Richard Cole at
Richard.Cole2@networkrail.co.uk
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The Minister’s
Review
by Rev’d
Matt Rowland

Easter = Hope!
s I write it looks as though, from Easter
A
onwards, life will be getting back to
some kind of normality. Soon we will be able

to meet up with friends and family in
gardens; then, as the summer progresses, go
to their homes, go to the pub, eat a meal in a
restaurant and go on holiday. Easter equals
hope for our nation coming slowly out of
lockdown.
It seems fitting that Easter is the beginning
of this slow thaw of lockdown, as Easter has
always meant hope. Around the Globe
millions of people have gathered every
Easter Sunday to celebrate hope, to
celebrate the events two thousand years
ago when the unimaginable happened. After
the darkness and injustice of Jesus’ death
on Good Friday, despair turned to hope with
the resurrection of Jesus from the grave.
Last Easter, in the midst of the first
lockdown, The Queen spoke to the nation
with these words:
‘This year, Easter will be different for many of
us, but by keeping apart we keep others safe.
But Easter isn’t cancelled; indeed, we need
Easter as much as ever. The discovery of the
risen Christ on the first Easter Day gave his
followers new hope and fresh purpose, and
we can all take heart from this. We know that
coronavirus will not overcome us. As dark as
death can be – particularly for those
suffering with grief – light and life are
greater.’
As we come out of lockdown, come along on
a Sunday, or to any of the other events our
local churches run, to hear how you can
make the hope of Easter part of your hope
for the future. The hope of light and life.

Church Diary
April
Thurs 1st 6.30 pm Maundy Thursday
service at AG
Fri 2nd 2.00pm Good Friday
Service live
streamed from
Modbury
Sun 4th 11.00 am Easter Sunday Holy Communion
by extension
Sun 11th 11.00 am Holy Communion
Sun 18th 11.00 am Lay led service of
worship
Sun 25th 11.00 am Holy Communion
March

Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

2nd
9th
16th
23rd

11.00
11.00
11.00
11.00

am
am
am
am

Sunday Worship
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Pentecost - Sunday
Worship
Sun 30th Team Service Modbury
(Please see website
www.modburyteam.org)
Services are subject to Covid-19
restrictions, please see notices online
www.modburyteam.org or on the
church noticeboard

The tradition of eating eggs at Easter comes
Egg-cellent Facts
from fasting during Lent when eggs were
traditionally avoided. The earliest known
reference to Easter eggs was in the 16th
century when the term referred to blown or hard-boiled eggs with decorations.

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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mAGpie Advert Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our Parish magazine, which is
published bi-monthly and distributed free of charge to every house in
the Parish, as well as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop
and St Andrews Church - circulation >450.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in
electronic form. Please contact David Stevens
[davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk] for more information.
Rates from 1 January 2019 - £
Size

AG Parish Resident

Non-resident

159

216

Half page

79.50

108

Quarter page

52.50

66

Eighth of page

37.50

52.50

Whole page
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GREENLANDS NURSERY
Higher Wizaller Farm,
Modbury , PL21 OSE
(From Aveton Gifford, 2 miles up
Church Lane on the right)
HANGING BASKETS
Planted 12” wicker baskets £12
Orders taken for Wire baskets lined
with super moss 12”, 14” and 16”
Selection of: Shrubs, bedding and
vegetable plants, perennials and herbs.
OPEN EVERY DAY
LOCAL, and excellent value!
We are a small family run business,
Covid safe. Delivery can be arranged.
Telephone 01548 550491 or 07534
61187
Email:
brendagreenlandsmodbury@yahoo.com

MARTIN MOWS
MARTIN FLEETWOOD
Need a lift to a medical appointment?

MOWING – STRIMMING
HEDGECUTTING

Call Modbury Health Centre on 01548 830666

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Call Sheila on 07554997140 or email
modburycaring@gmail.com

POND MAINTENANCE

We are there for you, covering Modbury, and the
outlying villages. We need you too!!!

Professional Friendly Reliable

Need a friend for support and companionship?

No lawn too large or small

Could you give your time to someone who
needs support and companionship or use your
car to provide lifts?

Over 35 years experience
managing estates

Why not volunteer to be a befriender (call
07554997140) or a driver (call Michael on
01548810520)

Please call to discuss your
requirements

Our help is free but we do need funding

07771892916 – 01752 896298
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Why not join the Friends of Modbury Caring
and help us?
Application forms available in the Health Centre
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Talking Shop
Shop Loyalty Card
If the last year has taught us anything it is how
important local community support is. Shopping
local and supporting local suppliers is not only vital
for a local shop but also important for the local
economy.
Our customers are important to us and this year
more than ever. We understand how providing a
great service and seeing new and repeat custom is
key to our success.
One of the new initiatives at our Village Shop is a
new loyalty scheme.
How it works? Spend £5 or over, collect your stamp and when you have a full card
you can have a free hot drink on us (not available on Post Office sales).
At the Village Shop we love talking
about our local suppliers, new produce
Summer Opening Hours
and we see our new loyalty card as a
Starting Monday April 12th the Shop
positive way to say ‘Thank you’.
will introduce Summer Opening Hours:
Enjoy a hot drink on us!
• Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9 - 5;
Kathleen
• Thursday, Friday: 9 - 5.30
PS Don’t forget the Shop for your last
• Saturday: 9 - 3; Sunday 9 - 12
minute Easter purchases. Everything
you need to have a cracking Easter:
Post Office hours remain Monday to
Easter gifts, Easter eggs, local
Friday 9-4; closed Saturday & Sunday.
chocolate, greeting cards, local fresh
produce, wines and spirits.

Together we are stronger - Trade Local
Contact: Tel 01548 550996
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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