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The Village Green
report ll from special correspondent, John Ashton
ork on the civil
W
engineering
project
which is spanning the Green

continues apace despite
the odd bouts of distinctly
uncivil weather. I have just
popped over there and
interrogated one of R&M’s
chaps
called
Matthew
Stowell,
who
kindly
explained the logistics of
the job in language that
even I could understand.
The two largest excavators are working towards each other from
opposite ends of the pitch, digging cavernous trenches and
manholes which have to be supported with long metal piles
before the pipes can be installed. The ‘Plantforce’ machine is
currently (mid-July) working on the biggest hole yet at a depth
of 5 metres; that’s more than 16ft in old money and at the limit
to which these things can reach. I’ve even noticed the operator
having to stand up to see into the murky depths.
The scheme is progressing well with all the deep stuff on the
Green reaching completion. The final stretch will be to install the
new main in Jubilee Street, which will need to be fully closed
from the 6th of September. However pedestrian access will be
maintained and cars will be able to park on the Rectory lawn.
Apparently the reason they have to lay the pipes so deep is the
problem of crossing the ford by the Rectory Stables and then
get the pipes to
flow down past the
Fisherman’s Rest
where, I am reliably
informed,
they
have been serving
fabulous baconbutties
for
breakfast.
Of course the
other reason is
that ‘liquid’ doesn’t
flow uphill!

Copy deadline for next issue: 10th September 2021

Thank you for Your Support!
ver 20 people attended the AGM of the AG Village Shop Association on 11th June and a
O
further 30 shareholders made arrangements for proxy voting. This meant that all the
agenda items were able to be voted on and were approved. The Committee offers their thanks
for all those who were able to help us in this way.
In addition to the routine matters of approving previous minutes, electing committee members
and accepting the Treasurer’s report, it was agreed to reduce the quorum for future meetings
to 5% of our 380+ contactable shareholders. This will make it considerably easier in the years
to come to ensure we achieve quoracy as a lot of our shareholders live outside the Village.
Minutes of this year’s AGM are now posted on the AGVSA noticeboard just on the right as you
enter the Shop.
The noticeboard also has a list of shareholders and a copy of the Rules of the Association. Any
errors or changes of address should be advised please to agvsamembers@gmail.com
AGVSA Shares
In the run-up to the AGM, when we were collecting proxy authorisations, some questions were
asked about the status of the shares. The current shares are non-transferable, so cannot be
traded like stock-market shares, and are non-redeemable, so lapse when the holder passes on,
becoming at that point just a historical memento. This means that, as time moves on, unless
more shares are issued, our shareholder base will decline and underlines the importance of our
change to the quoracy rules. It is believed that setting up the shares in this way was standard
practice for community organisations such as ours and designed to foster the idea of
participation and involvement while also providing for the formation of a group of people from
whom there’d be a nucleus concerned with the running of a village shop facility.

Give Us Your Voice
The AGVSA Management Committee is seeking more members. We meet once a month and
are very keen to represent all sections of the Community because all voices are important to
us. So, we would be particularly pleased to hear from parents of children at the School or The
Hive.
If this could be you, please contact agvsamembers@gmail.com or, if you’d like to chat it over,
call Neil on 07483 250681.

- from Mike Bagley of the Tractor Run Support Team
seems like an age but most of the restrictions on our personal freedoms are being
I tremoved
on 19th July. Yeh! What’s more, John Foale and the Tractor Run Support Team

have been stirred into action. The Run itself, John O’Groats to Land’s End, will still happen in
May/June 2022. In the meantime, we’ve organised two events to whet your appetite.

The Pit-stop Challenge – Sunday 12th September at The Fisherman’s Rest
This is a fund-raising competition, looking to
make much-needed money for the Devon Air
Ambulance. Teams of four will remove both
front tractor wheels from a dummy axle, roll
the wheels around the tractor and re-fix them
back onto the axle. There’ll be a prize for the
fastest time of the day.
Because of the limitations of space, we’re
having to restrict the number of teams to 10,
so get your applications in early, to Alan
Brooking on 07794 431997. First come, first
served. You don’t have to be members of the
Young Farmers’ Club to participate; we’re
encouraging all sorts of amateur teams,
including female and mixed teams, even if
you’ve never changed a wheel in your life!
Apart from following the safety advice from
the organisers, you can take it as seriously as
you want. So, get your team together, put in
your entry and give it a go! It’ll be fun!
The competition starts at 2.30pm. Adults only
(18 or over) please. Cost of entry: £20 per
team. All tools provided.

The Dartmoor Dash! – Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th September

Creative X
Creative X is running a series of workshops for young people in the AG Village Hall for
7 weeks starting on September 7th. These workshops are designed to tap into a range
of creative arts from big messy play to magical storytelling, music, dance and drama
and are seen as a chance for young minds to enhance self-confidence, broaden
horizons and inspire creativity.
There are 3 age groups:
• Hatchlings (up to 4 years) - every Tuesday (09.45-10.30) and Wednesday
(09.30-10.15) morning in AG Village Hall from 7th/8th September
• Fledglings (4-6 years) - every Thursday afternoon (3.45-4.30) in AG Village Hall from
9th September
• Young Minds (7-11 years) - every Monday evening (5.30-6.30) in Bigbury Memorial
Hall from 6th September.
More information from www.creative-x-workshops.com where you can also register your
child; or direct from Kate Webb on 07570 717445.
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Tractor Run Update

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

John’s big adventure, to drive a vintage tractor the length of the country, has been delayed
until next year, but we really couldn’t wait that long to put the tractor through its paces. So,
we’ve planned a trial run! John will drive his tractor from AG around the Moor and back again
the following day, in aid of Devon Air Ambulance. He should be accompanied by other vintage
tractors and vehicles.
A bacon-roll breakfast for all participants will be available at The Fisherman’s Rest at 9.00am
on the Saturday and the Dartmoor Dash will begin between 9.30 and 10.00. The ‘train’ will
travel to The Old Inn, Widdecombe-in-the-Moor, for lunch, then on to The Tors Inn at Belstone
for a BBQ in the evening. We will return down the west side of the Moor with refreshments in
Meavy and then though the lanes to Aveton Gifford.
By prior reservation (and payment) only to keith@thetractorrun.org.uk. Participants are
asked to make a minimum contribution of £40 for two days or £20 for a single day. Participants
to organise their own accommodation in the Okehampton area – we would advise booking
early as limited availability!!
There will be ‘guess the mileage’ and ‘guess the time’ competitions which can be entered at
The Fisherman’s Rest
All profits forwarded to the Devon Air Ambulance.
Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Lets go for a walk!
Our footpaths are a major asset of
the Parish. We have 21 footpaths,
as well as 4 bridleways and 3
byways, a total of 28 unpaved
public rights of way covering a
distance of just over 20km.
Making Tracks
This is a guide booklet giving maps and a full description of all
these public rights of way in the Parish. All routes can be walked and a few may also
be ridden on horseback or by bicycle. All the routes are graded according to
difficulty for walkers and give an approximate length and time taken.
It is available for sale for £2.00 from the Village Shop or The Fisherman’s Rest
Two free leaflets of self guided walks are also available: The Village Trail and Church guide or
the Wildlife Trail, a walk along the Tidal Road and around the creek at Dukes Mill
A large scale Ordnance Survey version of the footpath map can also be found in the Parish
notice boards in Timbers car park.
The Avon Estuary Walk
This is a way-marked trail right around the Avon Estuary, which includes several of the Aveton
Gifford paths. The circuit is completed by crossing the river via a small ferry at Bantham which
operates between 10&12 and 2&4 daily (walkers are however advised to double check with the
Bantham Estate office – tel: 01548 560897).
The walk is marked by blue ‘Avon Estuary Walk’ way-markers, and includes an alternative route
which bypasses the Tidal Road and can be used during high tide. This particular walk is not
included in the Making Tracks booklet, but information and downloadable maps can be
obtained from the South Devon AONB:
www.southdevonaonb.org.uk/explore/walks/avon-estuary-walk
Further Afield
If you’d like to walk a little further afield, the South West Coast Path offers spectacular scenery
(and you don’t need a map!) Find out more at:
www.southwestcoastpath.org.uk/walk-coast-path/south-west-coast-path-national-trail/
day-walks/
Dartmoor National Park is a fabulous place to go walking. With many routes available across
this wild and historic landscape, you have a wide choice, including ancient woodland, high rocky
tors and open moorland.
For any walk, no matter how short, we strongly recommend you always take appropriate
clothing and an OS explorer map of Dartmoor with you.
Getting outside and connecting with nature can make all the difference to our physical and
mental wellbeing. Get your dose of Dartmoor and check out our recommended walks exploring
some of the most beautiful parts of the National Park.
www.dartmoor.gov.uk/enjoy-dartmoor/outdoor-activities/walking/walking-routes
Wherever you choose to go for a walk, please remember the people who live and work in the
rural environment and protect the wildlife by following the Countryside Code.

Parish Puzzlers

By
Pippa Unwin

By the time you receive this issue you will have become really expert in all
facts related to the Olympics. So, here’s a quiz for all the family. Why not
have your own medal ceremony afterwards? Answers are on page 15
1. In 2012, for the first time, every competing nation sent women competitors. In which year
were women first allowed to compete?
2. Between 1912 and 1948, it wasn’t just sportsmen and sportswomen taking part in the
Olympics - what other disciplines competed in the games?
3. Greece won the most medals in the first modern Olympics in 1896 - where did they take
place?
4. Which of these sports have not been contested as an Olympic sport at some point: hotair ballooning; tug-of-war; croquet; bog-snorkelling; pistol duelling; tandem cycling or
obstacle swimming?
5. The medals are gold (plated), silver (92.5%) and what other metal?
6. Where were the first Winter Olympics held?
7. The very first official mascot was called Waldi, at Munich in 1972 - what sort of animal was
he?
8. The official languages spoken at the Olympics are English, that of the host nation and
which other?
9. The youngest Olympian ever, 10 year-old Dimitrios Loundras, took part (and received a
medal) in the 1896 Olympics. In which sport?
10. In what discipline did Jayne Torvill and Christopher Dean win gold at the 1984 winter
Olympics in Sarajevo in 1984?
11. Who is the most successful Team GB winter paralympian? (silver in the Super G, visually
impaired).
12. This year, 6 new disciplines are being introduced at the Olympics: surfing, skateboarding,
sport climbing, softball, baseball and what else?
13. Which city is the only place to have hosted three Olympics? (1908, 1948, 2012)
14. The United States has hosted the Olympics more than any other nation: St. Louis in 1904,
Atlanta in 1996 and in which other city which held the Games in both 1932 and 1984?
15. In what race did Abebe Bikila run barefoot in 1960, to win the first gold medal for Africa?
16. In Japan this year, the Olympic medals are made from recycled metals from which items?
17. Which country has won the most medals in total at the Winter Olympics?
18. The 5 rings of the Olympic symbol represent the 5 inhabited continents: Asia, Africa,
America, Europe and …?
19. What was given to the winners of the Olympics in ancient times?
20. With what item is the Olympic torch traditionally lit, at the Temple of Hera in Greece?
21. Which series of events was first held in Rome in 1960?
22. Who ran the first ever
marathon? (from Marathon to
Athens).
23. The oldest competitor won his
first medal aged 60 and his
last one at the age of 72 - in
which discipline?
24. Which Team GB Olympian has
won the most medals in total?
25. Only one Team GB Olympian
has won gold medals in 5
consecutive Games - who is
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it?
26. Lizzy Yarnold is the most successful Team GB winter Olympian, with two gold medals - in
what sport?
27. The Olympic mascot this year is called Miraitowa; what is the name of the 2021
Paralympics mascot?
28. Only five countries have competed at every summer Olympics - Great Britain, Australia,
Greece, France and which other nation?
29. Johnny Weissmuller won 5 gold medals in his Olympic career - what character did he go
on to play in 12 movies?
30. Where are the Olympics taking place this year?
31. Our most successful Olympians, Sir Chris Hoy and Jason Kenny, have both won 6 gold
medals and one silver - in which sport?
32. Which nation has won the most medals in total?
33. The first Olympics took place in 776 BC and were dedicated to which god?

Small Talk Saves Lives - by Kate Kreke
ots of people will write off small talk as frivolous. We remember more the ‘big talk’ - deep
L
conversations with friends and loved ones where we set the world to rights - than a chat
about the weather.
Yet it is small talk that saves lives – so much so even the Samaritans have taken up that very
phrase in a recent campaign to encourage the public to talk to people at railway stations who
look like they are at risk of attempting suicide. Genuinely starting some idle chat to a stranger
can be enough to interrupt their suicidal thoughts and put them on the road to recovery; but
small talk saving us all is even more nuanced than that.
Loneliness is more deadly than smoking or obesity. For over 80 years Harvard has been
following people as they age to see what makes us live long, happy, healthy lives. Number one
on the list (regardless of wealth, health, or background) is relationships and how happy we are
in those relationships. Here’s the thing: it’s not only close relationships that make the difference
– what is just as important is how well we fit into our community.
This is where small talk comes in. It would be a bit intense if, while putting the bins out, a
neighbour jumped straight into ‘big talk’: your stance on the Middle East Crisis? Is there a God?
Did your mother really love you? - a bit much for a Wednesday morning. But small talk leads to
the tiny roots that take hold.
Talking about the weather might lead to a mention of your plans for the weekend... which leads
to the discovery that you both have an interest in the same water sport. These little
connections build up and strengthen. Think how small and insignificant the roots of an oak
start out yet from them grows a mighty tree. Friendships and communities grow from making
those tiny interactions. It interrupts us being stuck in our head; it makes us feel noticed and
valued; it keeps us alive.
I remember a Tube ride where a kid played and sang Space Oddity and everyone swayed,
tapped, or sang along. When we visit Norwich, we often seek out our friend Sal who we only
know from her working in our closest corner shop up there. I still visit the grave of the kind lady,
June, who worked in catering at Dartington when I was a visiting student. I had mentioned to
her in passing that I loved her lemon cheesecake and thought raspberries on top would make
it divine. On my last night in the country, sad that I might never see Devon again, when I stood
in line to get dessert, she disappeared into the kitchen and came back with a slice of lemon
cheesecake saved just for me ... with raspberries on top! A small gesture on her part but
something that made me feel heard and seen and genuinely sad when I heard of her passing a
few years later.
So, start up some small talk and save a life. Be it sport, village observations, or (what the British
love so much) the weather. Because that’s not really what you are talking about. Really, you’re
saying to someone – I'm glad you’re here.
Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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It’s great to see people having fun on the river, but important also not to overlook the
precautions that need to be followed.
1. Biosecurity Code
Our river is a vulnerable eco-system. It is vital that highly portable wetsuits, SUPs, canoes and
kayaks are checked for contaminants, cleaned and dried before they are put into the waters of
the Avon – ‘CHECK – CLEAN – DRY’! Non-native species cannot survive long-term
desiccation.
2. General Tips
• Always be aware of the state of the tide. Water levels can change very quickly as the tide
rises.
• Be considerate to landowners and properties that border the water. Most of the Estuary
runs through PRIVATE land; you could be trespassing.
• Park sensitively wherever you go: do not block roads, do not block gates to fields or access
to houses. Remember, large emergency vehicles may need entry.
• Do not park along the Tidal Road – vehicles are sometimes submerged!
• Leave no trace of your visit, take all your litter home.
3. Tips for Walkers
• Follow the Countryside Code and protect the natural environment
• Do not wander over the salt marsh or samphire beds; stay on the main track
• No commercial bait digging or commercial gathering of other flora and fauna is allowed.
• Don’t light BBQs or fires
• Keep dogs under effective control. Do not let them chase any birds.
• Dog mess – bag it AND take it away to bin it. Please do not leave bags tied to bushes, etc.
4. Tips for Swimmers
Of particular concern in our Estuary is the danger posed to swimmers by recreational boat
users.
• Swimmers should make themselves highly visible, preferably wearing a brightly coloured
hat and towing a bright float.
• Avoid the waterski zone which is marked by buoys. BEWARE! Water skiers may operate 1.5
hours either side of high water. Swimmers should stick to the sides of the channel at all
times to stay safe.
5. Tips for SUP’s, Canoes, Kayaks and users of Other River Craft
• Tell someone where you are going and when you will be back.
• Check the weather forecast and tide times.
• Do not underestimate the forces of nature; know your limits. The wind and tidal flow in the
Estuary can be very strong. Paddle into the elements first, to make the trip home easier.
• BEWARE dangerous currents, variations in water depth and rip tides – especially where
the Estuary meets the sea.
• Wear the leash or ‘kill cord’ so you don’t lose control of your craft.
• Carry a whistle or phone. If you get into difficulty, stay with your craft as it will keep you
afloat and make you easier to find. If help is essential, call the Coastguard on 999.
• Watch out for swimmers; they may be very difficult to see!
• Observe the 8-knot speed limit.
• Please respect the staff operating the Avon Patrol. Follow their advice for your own safety
and that of others.
• Keep well clear of all moorings.
• Alcohol and boats are a dangerous mixture!
• Nesting swans are very aggressive – beware!
8 | The mAGpie
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• NOTE – Fishing is forbidden by law from vessels of any kind
in the Estuary
Drivers should also be careful - make sure you know when high
tide is (tables available from Shop) and don’t take chances on
the Tidal Road. Several vehicles get stuck each year and it tends
to be both embarrassing and expensive.
Enjoy your summer and stay safe!
PS This information is provided with thanks to Avon
Conservation Association. Please use the accompanying QR
code to link to further important information.

AG Village Car Show
Unfortunately the Car Show will not go ahead this year. There are two main reasons.
Firstly, the Pandemic. Although it would now be legally permissible to hold the Show it
is recognised that the delta variant will be a significant risk to many people; moreover
the likelihood is that it will be an unusually busy summer season down here. It is
therefore felt that holding the Car Show would place an unreasonable risk to, and
burden on, the Village and the people who volunteer to help.
Secondly, the Green will be out of action due to the SWW work. Although we have
looked into alternative locations they would not be as good and present a number of
further challenges that would make holding the Show a logistical nightmare.
We sense and share your disappointment but trust that you will recognise the wisdom
of this decision. Please feel free to get in touch with Rick Clayton
[rickclayton@gmail.com] if you have any questions.
Meanwhile we have started planning for 2022 and are already looking forward to an
event even better than those we have held in the past. Onwards and Upwards!

Aveton
Gifford

Safety Guidance for River Users

Allotment
Association

Most plots are looking good - the rain at the beginning of the month has brought a lot of crops
on, but of course the weeds as well!! We now have two bee hives and a small amount of honey
is looking likely to be produced this summer.
Our wooden gate into the car park is nearing the end of it's life, so if anyone has a spare 12 foot
metal field gate going spare, we would be very grateful for it.
Anyone wanting to put their name down on the waiting list for a plot, contact Richard Cole at
Richard.Cole2@networkrail.co.uk
Thanks, Jenny
PS For obvious reasons where people are working intimately with the soil, dogs should not be
left to roam free on the Allotments. If you are an allotment holder, please think of your fellow
plotters. If you’re not an allotment holder, please find somewhere else to exercise your dog.
Thank you.
Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Deer Wood Diaries
By Lisa Pugh & Marc Biddle

Early Summer 2021:

The Value of Volunteers in this (Ad)Venture
We have been running volunteer opportunities here at the Wood from the very start of our
tree nursery project and have been delighted to see a wonderful variety of people offer their
time to help us with this endeavour. Some are long-standing, like-minded friends with a good
grasp of tree care or carpentry skills, others are eager to learn new things and simply spend
some time outdoors doing something that ‘gives back’. Whatever the motivation and energy
that brings you here to further the conservation work that we do, you are all highly appreciated
and this vital part couldn’t get done without you. So we take this opportunity to thank all of you
who have got involved in whatever capacity and look forward to more collaboration with friends
both old and new.
As you may know, all the conservation work we
do here is voluntary; Lisa especially spends
2/3rds of her time as chief ‘Tree Mum’ watching and tending, from seed to sapling, all
the little trees we have grown in our woodland
nursery.
We started with just one small fenced area back
in 2016, but soon realised that the successful
germination rate of the nuts and seeds we
collected from the Wood was so high that we
needed a bigger area to house them - on
rotation, from propagation in the cages, to
getting them into the ground for growing on, to
be ready for bare-root planting 2-4 years later.
We have had a succession of volunteers helping
at all these stages of expansion, not just with
the trees, but also with the extension phases of
the infrastructure of this modest but effective
native woodland tree nursery.
This month we were delighted to get some help
from some of our most dedicated volunteers, to
construct the final phase of fencing for the third
protected growing space of the nursery. This
Marc and our longest serving volunteer and
friend Lizzie, get the infrastructure bashed
last area required 35 metres of deer- and
in with Marc ‘s now famous 'Thor’s Hammer'.
rabbit-proof fencing to ensure that Lisa’s
‘babies’ (as she so fondly refers to all the tress
we grow here) are safe and can thrive in this
very special woodland crèche.
We also welcomed a new volunteer, Gary Jolliffe, who himself runs an amazing Social
Enterprise (CIC) that is very active and environmentally aware called Till The Coast Is Clear.
They ‘regenerate places and people by clearing shorelines of plastic pollution using special
recyclable boats and a fleet of kayaks made from recycled fishing nets, all crewed by
volunteers, from all walks of life’, www.tillthecoastisclear.
Many of you will probably have heard of him and this fantastic venture, and we were quite
humbled at how committed he is to reducing his personal carbon footprint by offsetting or, as
he terms it, ‘carbon balancing’. We all feel this is a much more appropriate term, as it is less of
a greenwashing exercise and more about understanding and promoting that we still need to

Marc and Maisie, get the
rabbit proofing pulled in tight.

Gary helps Marc to
secure the railings.

reduce our emissions whist actively restoring and
protecting the environment. Plus, it fits in perfectly
with Lisa’s Challenge 8 in The Carbon Footprint
Buster Challenge, Go Wild, which we talked about a
few issues back.
Gary is someone who definitely talks the talk and walks
the walk (or more appropriately paddles the boat!) He
wanted to be able to ‘balance‘ his car emissions by
getting involved and encouraging others to join him
with tree-related projects. He was very keen to assist
us with this stage of our nursery extension so he could
come back again and help plant out the 800 baby
Oaks we have to get in the ground this summer. We
jokingly called this collaboration ‘where the Sea
People meet the Tree people!’
We asked Gary and one of our longest-standing
volunteers and good friend Lizzie Francollini what
being a volunteer means to them:
‘I personally see volunteering as a wonderful symbiosis,
a genuine win-win for all involved. Having hosted
volunteers for projects and working as a volunteer for
others, it is a refreshing take on getting a job done.
Volunteering fosters patience and empathy, it
encourages the cross pollination of ideas and skills.
There is a wholesome and simple pleasure begot from
giving your time to something you believe in or want to
learn more about, and I believe it has an
increasingly important role to play in the future of
society.’
Gary Jolliffe – Director Till the Coast is Clear CIC, July
2021 https://www.tillthecoastisclear.co.uk/
‘Volunteering at Deer Wood is like getting my hands
dirty and doing something practical for family.
Although, when you volunteer for Deer Wood, you are
providing much needed support to a highly
environmentally ethical venture with exquisite landbased design morals. Deer Wood is so much more. I feel
part of a creative land-based learning adventure that is
playful, fun and a second home.’
Lizzie Francollini – Integrative Environmental Play
Therapist, July 2021 https://earthuncovered.co.uk/

If you would like to volunteer for The Deer Wood Trust we have several on-going conservation
projects that we would love the local community to come and learn more about:
1. improvement and regular maintenance of the Community Green Lane Wildlife, Fruit- &
Nut-tree, Corridor (the community orchard);
2. restoration and regular maintenance of the ‘Artists’ Grove’ area;
3. tree planting in, and maintenance of, the Deer Wood nursery.
Please do contact us at the usual e-mail – thedeerwoodtrust@gmail.com or on our Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/thedeerwoodtrust

A
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School Report

Endorsement (from Pupils, Parents and Carers
- even Ofsted)
chool life has returned to some kind of
S
'normality' over the past term with pupils
enjoying the lovely weather while we have

also been able to return to some of the usual
activities schools are able to do at this time
of year.
The School was routinely visited by Ofsted
on Tuesday 8th June, providing the School
with a great opportunity to showcase all the
fantastic work achieved by all.
It is the inspection agency’s assessment that
Aveton Gifford continues to be a 'very good'
school and we are incredibly proud of what
all the pupils, staff and families have
achieved together over the last few years,
specifically through the challenges brought
to us from the pandemic!
We were overwhelmed by the positive
support from families, and this was reflected
within our report:
‘Pupils are at the heart of this inclusive
village school. Leaders are determined
that all pupils reach their full potential.
Pupils say the school is like ‘one big
family’. A large proportion of parents
and carers also share this view. Pupils
love coming to school.’
As a school we are proud that we know all our
pupils well and can motivate them to achieve
their goals.
‘Relationships between staff and pupils
are positive. Pupils work hard in lessons
and strive to do their very best in all
that they do. They enjoy the highquality learning that is well planned in
their subjects.’
School staff have worked hard to ensure our
curriculum offers the right amount of
progression and challenge for all, accounting
for extra-curricular activities in our local
setting.
‘The curriculum has been planned well
to make good use of the school grounds
in order to bring learning alive. In the
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early years, leaders have been
successful in developing the provision
to broaden children’s experiences.
Likewise, older pupils speak positively
about the on-site ‘Forest School’ and
the wider curriculum opportunities
available to them. These include sailing
and surfing. Pupils appreciate the
experiences that leaders provide.’
Changes to our phonics provision were
recognised and praised for the improvement
efforts for pupils.
‘In September 2020, leaders introduced
a new early reading curriculum and
provided additional training for staff.
The teaching of phonics is now well
designed. Staff expertly plan and adapt
their phonics teaching to meet the
needs of pupils. Pupils adore reading.
One pupil said, ‘There is every type of
book you could ever want in this school.’
Teachers choose high-quality texts for
pupils to read at home and in class.’
Extra-curricular activities have resumed, and
pupils are enjoying taking part in Forest
School sessions, swimming lessons and
school trips. Year 2/3 experienced their first
school sleepover and Year 4/5 went out on
an adventure to the River Dart Country Park
followed by a pool party and a school
sleepover.
Swans Class (Year 6) was
incredibly lucky that Miss Leo organised a
fantastic end of year celebration for them all
with pupils going to Adrenalin Quarry to Zip
Wire, to explore the Inflatable Aqua Park, Go
Ape, Go Karting and Laser Quest, finishing
off with a sleep-over at School. Both pupils
and teachers were thoroughly exhausted!
We are really looking forward to starting our
new academic year in September 2021.
Fern de Beer, Head of School
Editor’s PS: Enrolment is not open to mature
pupils. He has already asked!

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

AG Village Hall AGM
The Village Hall will be holding it’s AGM in the Hall on
Thursday 23rd September at 7.30pm. All are welcome to
attend and the agenda will be advertised nearer the time.

Life Resumes
After all that we’ve missed out on during the various periods of restriction, it’s good,
even if we have some concerns, that things are starting to get going again.
A number of events and activities are outlined in the Diary Dates on page 5: cream
teas, outdoor group exercises (you may need those after the cream teas!), art
workshops and creative kids’ groups, in addition to the ongoing yoga and Pilates
sessions, not to mention table tennis &/or tennis.
If you’ve got into the habit of skipping over the Diary section, it may be time for a
revisit!

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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News from the Hive

Fisherman’s Rest

Running Towards Normality

Summer Yearnings

sports day returned this year
T heandHive’s
it felt particularly special.

ummer’s here at last and the delightful promise of warm, sunS
bathed days and evenings free from most if not all restrictions
draws us towards the stream by the Fisherman’s for al fresco dining

Prior to Covid-19, parents gathering on the
green space behind the Village Hall to watch
their pre-school children take part in a series
of sporting events would have felt pretty
normal, just something that happened
around this time of year. But, after the event
had to be cancelled last year due to tighter
coronavirus restrictions, it felt truly
wonderful to see parents and grandparents
watching the children take on the sporting
challenges, and you could feel the joy in the
atmosphere.
Four teams took on events including the
hurdles, the bean bag challenge and
stepping stones – all aimed at combining fun
with gross motor skill practice. After a hardfought competition, the Purple team –
consisting of Toby, Holly, Evie, Zach, Maya,
Logan and Ren – emerged victorious.
In the ‘cross country’ race, a loop that took in
the two pedestrian bridges behind the
Village Hall, the children competed
individually. Toby, Laurel and Ben were first,
second and third respectively.
With the end of the Pre-school year coming

to an end on July 23, we’ve been looking
ahead to September. At present, presuming
the relaxation of coronavirus rules happens
as planned, it’s likely our Parent and Toddler
stay-and-play sessions will re-start on
Monday mornings.
These offer a chance for all parents with
children of pre-school age and below to
come with their children to The Hive and
meet other families. The session is likely to
be between 9am and 11am but if anything
changes, we’ll let you know. Keep an eye on
our Facebook page and the next mAGpie.
This means that our Outdoor School will be
resuming at the same time, so children who
are attending on a Monday morning will be
taking part in that. This also ensures the
separation of the Pre-school bubble from
the Parent and Toddler bubble, should this
remain a requirement.
Elsewhere, work is to begin on a new video
for the soon-to-be redesigned Hive website
– thanks to Jack Kirby for giving his time for
the filming.
We hope you all have a brilliant summer!

01548 550284

with family, friends and neighbours.
That was the way it was when your intrepid reporter called by last week
- lots of families having fun. This being the case it’s often good to book, particularly at
weekends or other peak periods. The serving staff and kitchen will always do their very best to
provide you with their normal high levels of service but being able to plan things makes it
generally less stressful and more satisfactory all round.
Athenia has extended her menu to cater for a relaxed dining mode with wraps (eg feta and
humous, mixed bean and while meat is not a standard filling at present if anybody would like
chicken the pub will be pleased to help); nachos; sharing platters (eg cheese or Mediterranean
mixed meats with Greek salad). So how about olives, humous and fresh bread to accompany a
nice glass of chilled white wine? What a way to pass a summer evening!
All this in addition to all the old favourites.
Opening times for the bar are Tuesday to Saturday 12 noon to 10pm, Sunday 12 to 7pm (pub
is closed Mondays).
Food is served Tuesday to Thursday 12 to 3 and 5 to 8.30; Fridays 12 to 3 and 4.30 to 8.30;
Saturdays 12 to 8.30; Sundays 12 to 4.
They’re also still offering Takeaways 6 days a week.
Normality will really start to kick in come September when events will start to return. Please see
elsewhere in this magazine (page 3) for information about Tractor events on Sunday 12th
(Pit-stop Challenge) and the weekend of 18th,19th for the Dartmoor Dash. Quiz nights will
also resume from September 16th (3rd Thursday of the month) - so start revising!
All necessary information is available through 01548 550284 or via either the Pub’s own
Facebook page (more thanks, Libby) or the Aveton Gifford FB page.
Restrictions are no longer legally enforceable but are basic precautions such a big deal when
they can make so big a difference to the comfort and peace of mind of staff and fellow
customers? Please remember some people are more vulnerable; give them space and use the
sanitiser provided. Mark, Athenia and all won’t be letting their guard down. They want to do
everything they can to keep the pub open - no outbreaks!
So, keep positive, ‘Steady as she goes’, enjoy a great summer and please TRADE LOCAL.

Olympic Quiz Answers
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

Karate
London
Los Angeles
Marathon
Mobile-Phones
Norway
Oceania
Olive Wreath
Parabolic Mirror
Paralympics
Pheidippides

23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

Shooting
Sir Bradley Wiggins
Sir Steve Redgrave
Skeleton Bobsled
Someity
Switzerland
Tarzan
Tokyo
Track Cycling
USA
Zeus

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

1900
Artists
Athens
Bog-Snorkelling
Bronze
Chamonix
Dachshund
French
Gymnastics
Ice-Dancing
Jade Etherington

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
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Nature Notes

By
Rodney Bone

by Rev’d
Matt Rowland

House Martin Populations in AG Parish 2021
Location
Village
Pulleys Close, Icy Park, Glebelands
Bridge, Bridge End, South Efford
Rest of Parish
Total

2000
34
33
21
61
149

2020
5
0
11
39
55

2021
7
0
4
23
34

Numbers nesting in the Parish continue to decrease, with those of 2021 being the lowest ever
recorded. The largest colony was at Little Chillaton where 12 pairs nested.

Summer Highlights, with Eric Wotton
7-23 May: 1 Black Swan
26 May: 1 Iceland Gull
27 May-13 June: 1 pair of Egyptian
Geese
27 May: pair of Shelduck with 3
ducklings
2 June: 1 Cattle Egret
15 June: 3 Red Kite
6 June: first Redshank back
8 June: pair of Shelduck with 9 young
9 June: 1 Cuckoo in copse at the bottom

The Minister’s
Review

of SEM. This sighting brings the number
of bird species seen in or flying over SEM
to 132
24 June: first 7 Curlew back to SEM
25 June: 3rd pair of Shelduck with 7
young
25 June: my first Painted Lady butterfly
28 June: 4th pair of Shelduck with 8
young

‘For Better For Worse’
ast summer we had to cancel all
L
weddings due to the pandemic. This
summer we are catching up. It has been

good to hear wedding bells ring out again, to
see brides walk up aisles and even to clear
up confetti from church paths!
One of the recent changes made to the
registration of weddings has been the
replacement of the physical marriage
resisters with an electronic system. Couples
can now apply for their wedding certificate
online. It has made things easier to organise
but it is sad to see the closing of the green
marriage registers as they contain so much
local history.
Weddings are highlights in the diary and in
Christian thinking they are a trailer for an
even more wonderful event. In the wedding
service in every Church of England parish
these words are read out:

August
Sun 1st
11 am
Sun 8th 11am
Sun 15th 11am
Sun 22nd 11am
Sun 29th 11am

Sunday Worship
Holy Communion
Lay led Sunday
Worship
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

September

Sun 5th 3pm Afternoon Tea &
4.30pm Songs of
Praise on the Green
Sun 12th 11am Holy Communion
Sun 19th 11am Harvest followed by
Bring & Share lunch
Sun 26th 11am Sunday Worship

SEM = South Efford Marsh
‘They shall be united with one another in
heart, body and mind,
as Christ is united with His bride, the Church.’
In the Bible, marriage points us to the
relationship between the Lord Jesus and His
people, the Church. At the end of the
Christian Scriptures we are given a picture of
the greatest wedding feast ever, as Jesus
comes to be reunited with His bride, the
Church.
All the joy, laughter, fun and delight at
weddings are a little trailer, I believe, of the
return of the Lord Jesus to be with His
people. So this year, as you attend weddings,
hear bells rung or see wedding cars pass you
in the street, you are seeing the trailer for
the ultimate blockbuster. Whether you long
to be married, are happy and content in your
marriage or wish your marriage could
change, all of us are invited into the greatest
relationship - the Lord Jesus and His people,
the Church. The key is to RSVP.

Spotted Flycatchers in the Parish
Like those of House Martins, Spotted Flycatcher numbers seem to be very low. So far I have
seen birds at just seven sites: Ashford Mill, Chantry, Village going towards Church, Waterhead,
Lixton Wood, Stadbury and Venn.
If you know of any birds seen near where you live I would be very grateful if you could give me
a call on 550658. Thank you.

Calling the Farming Community.......
Our Harvest Festival and Thanksgiving will be held at St. Andrew's Church on Sunday
19th September at 11am.
I am hoping to produce a photographic display of farming in the Parish. As well as
some old photos, I'd like to show something of what is going on today, so please contact
me if you would allow me to take some photos of where you harvest crops, keep animals
etc .....
You can contact me by email: neilbarker@outlook.com or phone: 07483 250681

16 | The mAGpie
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Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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mAGpie Advert Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our
Parish magazine, which is published bimonthly and distributed free of charge
to every house in the Parish, as well as
through the Fisherman’s Rest, the
Village Shop and St Andrews Church circulation >450.
Advertisers are kindly requested to
supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic
form. Please contact David Stevens
[davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk] for more
information.
Rates from 1 January 2019 - £
Size
AG Parish
NonResident
resident
Whole page
159
216
Half page
79.50
108
Quarter
52.50
66
page
Eighth of
37.50
52.50
page

Including
• Stone Walling • Retaining Walls • Groundworks • Driveways
• Drainage & Irrigation • Patios & Paths • Gates • Fencing & Decking etc.
Family Business Since 1976

Company No.3942610

Competitive Quotes Given, Full Insurance
Gatcombe Mill - Littlehempston - Totnes - TQ9 6LW
Office: Tel- 01803 864 871
Email: enquiries@afbrown-sons.co.uk
Web: www.afbrown-sons-landscapers-builders.co.uk
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GREENLANDS NURSERY
Higher Wizaller Farm,
Modbury , PL21 OSE
(From Aveton Gifford, 2 miles up
Church Lane on the right)
HANGING BASKETS
Planted 12” wicker baskets £12
Orders taken for Wire baskets lined
with super moss 12”, 14” and 16”
Selection of: Shrubs, bedding and
vegetable plants, perennials and herbs.
OPEN EVERY DAY
LOCAL, and excellent value!
We are a small family run business,
Covid safe. Delivery can be arranged.
Telephone 01548 550491 or 07534
61187
Email:
brendagreenlandsmodbury@yahoo.com

MARTIN MOWS
MARTIN FLEETWOOD
MOWING – STRIMMING
HEDGECUTTING
GARDEN MAINTENANCE
POND MAINTENANCE
Professional Friendly Reliable
No lawn too large or small
Over 35 years experience
managing estates

Modbury Caring Befriending Service
The Befriending Service aims to help alleviate
the suffering of people in lonely and isolated
conditions by matching them up with a
‘Befriender’ who will visit them regularly.
They may visit just for conversation or for shared
activities such as hobbies or games.
To accompany someone on a short walk or
specific event or to take them on an enjoyable
outing, e.g. to a town, a garden centre, coffee
shop, or to the coast.
If you have an interest in offering a couple of
hours per week as a Befriender or in receiving
regular visits from a Befriender please contact:Sheila, Befriending Co-ordinator, on 07554
997140 and leave a message with your name
and number. Your call will be returned.

Please call to discuss your
requirements
07771892916 – 01752 896298

We are experiencing an unprecedented demand for
proper�es in your area, with a great many buyers
ready and wai�ng to experience living in our beau�ful
region.
There has never been a be�er �me to consider selling
your home and we are the friendly, knowledgeable
agents who can help you to achieve the best price
possible with the least amount of stress.
Call us now for an informal, confiden�al chat and to
see if we can help you.
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Talking Shop
Are you ready for Summer?
We may be a small shop but we are packed with everything you could
need for a perfect summer:
• BBQs and charcoal for when the sun finally comes out!
• A range of drinks for those summer cocktails - Pimms, Malibu, Archer and Prosecco,
plus a range of beers including our local Salcombe beer.
Another big news items is that we have a new freezer so are now able to stock a larger range
of ice creams.
Or can we tempt you to try our new range of Aveton Gifford Village Shop cakes, or our
Devon fudge from Plymouth?.
We proudly support local producers. Don’t miss out!
Pre-orders
To avoid a lot of wastage we were suffering we have had to make some items pre-order.
There are two ways to pre-order: pay for your order up front and collect anytime OR preorder and collect within 24 hours.
Weekly orders include …
• Eggs from Cuckoo Farm which come in on Mondays;
• Challons Combe milk and yoghurt come in on Wednesday afternoons. [Return your
bottles with each order to avoid paying another
bottle deposit];
• Clive’s pies and Langage clotted cream come in
on Thursdays;
• During the season, strawberries from South
Milton on Fridays.
Our team is now complete …
• Kathleen – Shopkeeper
• Becky and Ouvrielle – Senior Shop Assistants
• Katie and Jenny – Junior Shop Assistants

Summer Opening Hours - Please note:
Shop hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9 - 4; Thursday: 9 - 5.30.
Friday: 10 (for deliveries!) - 5.30; Saturday: 9 - 1; Sunday: 10 - 11
Post Office hours: Mon - Fri 9/10 - 4; closed Sat and Sun but cash withdrawals
(only) still available.

Together we are stronger - Trade Local!
Contact: Tel 01548 550996
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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