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Keep Our River Healthy

are a riverside community and many of us will be
W einterested
in swimming, fishing, marine sports, nature or
just offering our children somewhere to play. If we are, The
Rivers Trust is supporting us through its range of stewardship
activities that range from practical activities and projects to
reports, news, events and volunteer opportunities.
Pollution is a key concern and last year The Rivers Trust
published their 2020 sewage pollution map as well as
developing a ‘State of Our Rivers’ report for England that details
various factors threatening our precious freshwater habitats,
including sewage contamination, climate change, habitat loss,
pollution and flooding.
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We may feel that pollution is something which other people or
organisations cause, but there are also things that we personally
can do to help keep our river healthy.
Don’t pour grease down the sink (or toilet!)
Grease accumulates in sewers, forming something called a
fatberg (do not Google this while you’re eating !). When
fatbergs form, they can block sewers and cause raw sewage to
be released into rivers. Never rinse cooking oil or fat down the
sink. Let it cool, then bin it. Smallish quantities can go with your
food waste; for large quantities contact the recycling centre on
0345 155 1010.
Only flush the three Ps
Adding to the point above, there are only three things that
should ever be flushed down the toilet: pee, poo and paper.
Anything else can cause blockages and result in sewage spills.

continued on page 2
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Keep Our River Healthy - continued from page 1

Go plastic-free
Christmas is a particularly bad time for plastic consumption but it doesn’t stop then. Do what
you can to eliminate plastic and, if you do have to use it, reduce the volume you use by
making it work more than once.
Clean carefully
We’re pretty clued up on sewage pollution, but lots of us forget that sewage spills can also
mean that the products we use in the sink, toilet, shower, laundry machine and dishwasher wind
up in our rivers. Lots of household cleaning products are toxic to aquatic life, or contain
phosphates which lead to harmful algal blooms. Opt for eco-friendly products wherever
possible.
The Rivers Trust website www.theriverstrust.org/about-us is well worth an exploration.
You will certainly find interesting information but also opportunities for further involvement
and support.

ACA seeks new members
The Aune Conservation Association (ACA) is a group of people from the South Hams who
share a love of the Avon and its Estuary. They come together to try and promote the river’s
environment in its interaction with such things as recreation and planning activities and
challenges to water quality and conservation. They have made many constructive contributions
over the past 16 years or so but they now face a difficult problem - the current members are not
getting any younger and they feel they would like an injection of fresh blood, especially of the
youthful variety.
If you love the Avon and feel you could make a difference by becoming involved with the ACA’s
management please contact Stuart Watts, the current Chairman. You can read more about
what the ACA is about by going to their website www.auneconservation.org.uk and
particularly their recent post ‘Our plea for 2022!’ .

Bridge for Hope…
… is a group of local residents who want to provide direct support for the resettlement of a refugee
family in Kingsbridge. We want to provide a welcoming and safe place for a family who, through no
fault of their own, have been deprived of their home because of violence, war and persecution. We're
doing this through the Home Office's Community Sponsorship Scheme in partnership with Citizensuk.
This means we commit to support the family for two years as
they settle in the UK and to do this we must ensure we have
sufficient funds. We have been offered a house in Kingsbridge
to rent for the family, and have the support of our elected
representatives at all levels. We need more volunteers and with
your support we hope to be able to welcome a family in
summer 2022. Get in touch through our website https://
kingsbridgecsg.wordpress.com/
Please help us give just one family a new start, because
everyone deserves a safe place to live. Our JustGiving link is:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
bridgeforhopekingsbridge.
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Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

FEB - MAR Diary Dates for AG

At the Memorial Hall
unless otherwise stated

FEBRUARY DIARY
Thursday 3rd
7.00pm

Parish Council Meeting

Sunday 6th

4 - 4.30pm

Tiny Tones Family Sound Journey with Helen Phillips

5 - 6pm

Thursday 10th

7.30pm

Wednesday 15th

7.30pm

Adult Sound Meditation - Sounds to Silence the Mind - also
with Helen. Both sessions require booking: Helen’s Sound on
Facebook or email helenphillips787@btinternet.com. March
date tbc
WI Meeting (Work of AG Project Group with Ros
Brousson))
Mobile Library Service - van visit as usual

MARCH DIARY
Thursday 3rd
Thursday 10th
Wednesday 23rd

7.00pm
7.30pm
9.30-10.30

Parish Council Meeting
WI meeting (Easter Treats with Kerryn Bunn)
Mobile Library Service - van visit as normal

REGULAR EVENTS
• Yoga with Stephen Harding – Tues 6.30-8.00pm & Thurs 5.00-6.30pm; booking essential,
please call 07400 417849.
• Table Tennis Club: Wednesdays 7-8pm; all ages welcome; equipment provided, £1.50 per
session
• Creative X workshops for children up to 4 years: Tuesdays 9.45-10.30am. Also workshops for
6-11 year-olds in Bigbury Memorial Hall. For further information www.creative-x-workshops.com
or phone Kate Webb on 07570 717445
• Tae KwonDo classes for children in Years 3-6 (age 7-11): Wednesdays 4.15-5.15pm with Dave
Cater, experienced PE teacher and DBS checked. Contact 07977 090040 or
dcater9@gmail.com or Instagram - The Ivybridge School of Tae Kwon Do.
• Wild Earth Yoga - Vinyasa yoga for adults of all abilities with Chloe Garland on Wednesdays
6 - 7pm. Contact 07725 959955 or see Instagram for updates under Wild_EarthYoga.
• Create Art sessions for children aged 7-11 - screenprinting, collage-making, artist exploring.
3.45-5.15pm every Tuesday through March. Contact Bronia via createartdevon@gmail.com
• Affinity Dance classes for children: all on Fridays - Minis Acro & Modern Dance ages 3-5,
3.40-4.10; Acro and Freestyle Juniors ages 6-11 4.10-4.50pm; Fierce Flexibility for ages 6+
4.55-5.25pm. For further information see www.affinitydancessouthhams.co.uk/classstyles or
affinitydancesouthhams on Facebook or phone Faye Preston on 07414 484800
• Acro Yoga on Mondays with Adam Astor. Further information see Adam’s Acro on Facebook
or tel. 01548 550255
PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE (www.avetongiffordpreschool.co.uk)
Monday - Friday
8 - 9 am
Morning Club at The Hive for both pre-school and primary
school-aged children. Contact Katie for information at
agtoddlergroup@hotmail.com or phone 01548 550665
9 - 12pm
Morning sessions
12 - 1pm
Lunch Club
1 - 3.30pm
Afternoon sessions (Thursday is a step-up session for school
starters in Sept 2022)
Mondays
9-11 am
Parents & Toddlers
SCHOOL/PRE-SCHOOL TERM DATES (PUPIL DAYS) - please check respective websites

• Spring half term (both School & Pre-School) Mon 21st to Fri 25th February
• Spring Term ends (both School & Pre-School) Friday 8th April
• Summer Term restarts Mon 25th April (School); Tuesday 26th (Pre-School, 25th NPD)
For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition has
gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website …
http:/www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Little Chillaton Farm - by Delia Elliott
2021 - was a tough year

Many people found 2021 much harder to cope with than the weeks and months following
Covid-19's arrival in March 2020. Starting the New Year in ‘Lockdown’ was difficult for so
many people and businesses. Here, at the Food Bank, we've seen our client numbers
fluctuate over the past 12 months, for various reasons.

2022 - will be tricky to start with

Some of our ‘new clients’ have been people isolating due to increased infection numbers
and positive Covid-19 tests. We will receive funding for the additional isolating clients, but
it is retrospective funding which we will only receive at the end of March 2022.
We're still managing to deliver an amazing service to people in Kingsbridge and the
surrounding towns and villages but our funds are rapidly dwindling and your support is
needed please.
Whilst many food banks only offer dry and tinned goods, we have been giving our clients
more fresh food options, encouraging them to eat a more healthy, balanced diet. To
continue giving our clients fresh food supplies we need financial donations more than ever.
It is now possible to make donations by bank transfer, cheque, card payments (at the Avon
Centre), our ‘Sum Up’ pay links, or good, old fashioned, cash.
If you can help with a monthly standing order or a one-off financial donation please go to
our website at www.kingsbridgefoodbank.org.uk to find out how. If you are eligible we can
claim GiftAid from the government to give us an extra 20%. The necessary form is
available to download from our website or via the link:
https://mcusercontent.com/0c5dc1649095fb19d9007f7c6/files/eb7b3e1fb4b9-3285-60f5-edd9022122c9/Gift_Aid_Form_PDF.pdf
Once completed, please email it to info@kingsbridgefoodbank.org.uk

Week ending 26th December 2021

We made a total of 207 deliveries:
• 168 regular food parcels
• 165 Christmas food hampers
• 165 present hampers
• 180 school lunches
• 180 desserts to go with school lunches
• 39 Christmas Dinners (cooked and supplied by The Maha Bharat)
• 3 Christmas Dinners (cooked by Nigel and delivered by Kharis, two of our
volunteers)
All of this was prepared and delivered by our 120 faithful volunteers

2022 - Referrals

As our client numbers creep back to the levels we were seeing at the peak of ‘Lockdown
2020’ we are asking some of our clients to get new referrals.
We are also making regular referrals, for qualifying clients, for extra support from South
Hams District Council's Welfare Support Fund
We can also arrange referrals to South Hams Citizens Advice and other professionals who
may be able to help those of our clients who need more support than ‘just’ food support.
The current level of excellent service we provide is unsustainable without the support of
our donors and sponsors. How long we manage to maintain this level of service is
dependent on further donations.

When we moved to Little Chillaton Farm in 1980 we had only a limited idea of the history of the
house. We knew that a two story extension had been added to the end of the house in the late
1960s and suspected that the central portion was very old as the walls are very thick and partly
made of cob and it was evident that it had been thatched .
The Tithe Map of 1842 identifies us as Collings Tenement, rent controlled by a trustee of the
Exeter Guild of Weavers, Fullers and Shearmen. In 1689 the small farm of 23 acres was
purchased by Thomas Crispin (Crispins Gift). Crispin was a wealthy fuller from the Guild and
used money from rental to support two apprentice boys each year .
Thomas Crispin had been born in Kingsbridge and also endowed the money to build the
original Kingsbridge Grammer School (now The Cookworthy Museum).
This information led us to the Records Office in Exeter where we were able to look at records
from the Guild. There are letters and maps and sad tales of poverty and destitution. The Farm
was sold by the Guild in 1938, first to the Rogers family and then to the Owen family.
The Owens moved here from Plymouth during WWII as a refuge from the bombing. They set
up a small Jersey herd and purchased more land, while their daughter Gill was very keen on the
dairy herd and married David Yabsley from Ashford. Their first children were born here and
David is responsible for much of the infrastructure that we found when we arrived. We have
been able to meet David and Gill who now farm in North Devon and they have shown us
photographs of the thatch being removed !
More about the people who lived here and Crispins Gift to follow.

KATS are proud to present
9-5 The Musical
9 to 5 The Musical, with music and lyrics by Dolly Parton and book by Patricia Resnick, is
based on the seminal 1980 hit movie that starred Dolly Parton, Jane Fonda and Lily Tomlin. Set
in the late 1970s. this hilarious story of friendship and revenge in the Rolodex era is outrageous,
thought-provoking and even a little romantic.
Pushed to boiling point, three female co-workers concoct a plan to get even with the sexist,
egotistical, lying, hypocritical bigot they call their boss. In a hilarious turn of events, Violet, Judy
and Doralee live out their wildest fantasy - giving their boss the boot ! While Hart remains
‘otherwise engaged’, the women give their workplace a dream makeover, taking control of the
company that had always kept them down. Hey, a girl can scheme, can't she?
9 to 5 is a high-energy show with a jubilant score and easily relatable characters - perfect
theatrical escapism!
Wednesday March 23rd - Saturday March 26th 2022
at 7.30pm Malborough Village Hall
Tickets £14 from kats-kingsbridge.co.uk
or Kingsbridge Information Centre, 01548 853195.
Raked seating; licensed bar. Parking. Disabled Access.
This amateur production is presented via arrangement with MTI Europe

he last time John Foale’s troupe of vintage tractor drivers set out for Dartmoor the heavens
Tsense
opened with torrential rain. But this day was blue, bright and full of promise. There was a
of expectation for the venture to come, and there was the confidence of experience and
a warm sun.
As they waved goodbye, loyal supporters watched in envy as several tractors, two jeeps and a
farm utility vehicle trundled out of Aveton Gifford, towards Hexworthy and the high moor. Tailend-Charlie was a van kitted out with a helicopter sculpture on the roof, proclaiming the
message, ‘Tractor Run in aid of Air Ambulance’; an explanation to following drivers really as to
why they were being kept to a speed of 15 mph!
Past the California Inn and through South Brent they went, then via Buckfast Abbey towards
Holne, John Foale’s Leyland tractor exuding grey smoke to prove it was working hard on the
steeper inclines, especially in navigating the tricky 1-in-4 gradient corners on the roads near
Hexworthy, Dartmeet and Poundsgate.
They met several horses and riders also enjoying the sun and
passed them by with a cheery wave and a greeting to fellow
travellers well met. It was that sort of day. Soon, from their high
seats, manicured hedges became clear, moorland vistas across the
Dart Valley towards Yartor Down and Sharp Tor, the bracken golden
in low sun.

Aveton
Gifford

The Tractor Run - Into the Foothills with the
Weather Gods - a report by Mike Bagley

Allotment
Association

Veg Ahoy!
start of another year of growing veg; let's hope the weather will be reasonable - at least
Twithhebeing
on a slope we do fortunately drain quickly because there's not much that can be done
soggy, waterlogged ground. Sadly the weeds grow whatever the weather!
Anyone wanting to put their name down on the waiting list for a plot, please contact Richard
Cole at Richard.Cole 2network rail.co.uk

Bird Flu (Avian Influenza
The occurrence in this country of bird flu among captive / domesticated birds is routine,
driven by the migration of wild birds, but this year’s outbreak occurred earlier than
usual and there have been more cases than in previous years. As a result a GB wide
avian influenza (AI) prevention zone to reduce the risk of spread from wild birds to
poultry was imposed on 3 November, followed by the requirement to house all poultry
on 29 November.
While the effect on domesticated birds is very severe the risk of transmission to humans
is low, although an exceptional case was recently reported in Buckfastleigh. The risk to
the general public is nevertheless considered low.
The government cautions [www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu] bird
keepers (whether of pet birds, commercial flocks or just a few birds in a backyard flock)
to keep a close watch on them for signs of disease and to maintain good biosecurity at
all times. If they have any concerns about the health of their birds, they are advised to
seek prompt advice from a vet.
Owners should also register their poultry, even if they are only kept as pets, so the
owners can be contacted swiftly during an outbreak. Registration is a legal requirement
for 50 or more birds. Poultry includes chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese, pigeon (bred for
meat), partridge, quail, guinea fowl and pheasants.

Only two incidents caused the caravan to pause. One of the tractor drivers needed medical
treatment for a cut finger, so they took the opportunity to rest briefly at a high car park.
Although a chilly northerly whistled across the top, drivers reclined on plastic chairs that just
appeared, as if by magic. Then, on the slippery descent over wet leaves, they came across a
cyclist who’d crashed on one of the sharp corners and needed medical attention; a timely
reminder to all of the serious purpose of their journey, to fund-raise for the Air Ambulance, so
it can reach those most in need in our remote locations.
Finally, after being revived by a delicious Devon cream tea at Woodleigh, most of the happy
band, tired but content, retired to The Fisherman’s Rest, for a pint or three of Devon brew.
The modest venture raised nearly £400 for the Devon Air Ambulance. Thanks must go to all
who supported and donated to this tractor run and to the bakers of the delicious teas ! New
trips for 2022 will be announced shortly.
6 | The mAGpie

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

If a member of the general public comes across a sick or dead bird (domestic or wild)
they should not touch it, but report it to the DEFRA helpline on 03459 33 55 77
(selecting option 7). Devon Wildlife Trust also has a phone reception during working
hours Monday to Friday 10am - 3pm Tel: 01392 279244.
If, exceptionally, there is any contact with a dead bird, hands and forearms should be
washed thoroughly with soap and water. Any clothing that has been in contact should
be washed with ordinary detergent at the temperature normally used for washing the
clothing; wellington boots should be cleaned with detergent.

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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From the Archives
By Ros Brousson

The Lake - with extracts from AG Parish Council Minutes
he first meeting of Aveton Gifford Parish
T Council
was held on 3rd January 1895,
after seven councillors were chosen in an
election held a week before Christmas.
Following the completion of the formal
business to set up the new Council, one of
the first items to tackle was “the Lake”. This
was the name given to Parsons Brook. In
those days, before the installation of a
public sewerage system, many cottages in
the Village used earth closets, but those on
the west side of Fore St had privies in the
garden and discharged their contents into
the Brook. The Lake was on the agenda at
that first meeting and at the next one, in the
Parish Room, on 7th February: “a tender
from Henry Wilton for keeping the Lake
clear was accepted at 15/6 per annum”. (In
today’s money 15s 6d equals roughly £120,
which is not much reward for preventing a
build-up of raw sewage.) It would be an
ongoing problem for the Parish Council and
in early 1896 “a small sub-committee was
set up with powers to act, and to procure
rubble for work on the Lake”.
Sewage was a constant cause for
complaints and more improvements were
badly needed. At a special meeting in May
1904 “plans and specifications for a new
sewer were inspected and approved, subject
to improving the thickness of the brick wall
of the inspection chamber from 4½ inches to
9”; then, in June, “the tender from George
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Edgecombe was accepted for re-laying a
portion of the main sewer”. This evidently
didn’t make much difference though
because in 1907 The Medical Officer for
Health for the Rural District Council wrote
complaining about the insanitary conditions.
That October the Lake Committee was
authorised “to spare no trouble nor expense
in a systematic oversight of the Lake”, with
the result that in December they felt they
could now report that “the Lake was in a very
satisfactory condition”, and “it was resolved
to draw the RDC’s attention to the bad state
of the stepping stones at the bottom of the
Lake”. Crossing those stepping stones must
have been pretty unpleasant whenever the
Lake was at its worst!
In 1910, there is the first mention of the
footpath between the bottom of the
cottage gardens and the Brook. In June it
was reported that “the footpath by the Lake
was in a bad condition. A tender from Mr
Adams for building a wall and repairing the
footpath was accepted.”
Regular reports continued in the following
years. In October 1933 the Lake was lower
than anyone could previously remember
(the Royal Meteorological Society recorded
that year as “an exceptional summer”, with
rainfall lower than any year since 1870) and it
was agreed that it should be “raked from the
archway to the stepping stones (Turnpike)
as at present there wasn’t sufficient water to

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

carry away the sewerage”. The next year
“Mr Lakeman was thanked for tipping
rubble on the side of the Lake to make it
narrower”, and presumably to aid the
flow.....
There was yet more trouble in 1938 and
then the onset of WW2. March 1942
brought complaints about the state of
the Lake and the consequences of the
bombing raid the previous month, in
which bombs landed in both the Brook
and the Marsh. One bomb landed in the
Brook opposite Steppings, and blew eels
out of the water to hang dangling from
the telephone wires, while another
exploded in the Marsh opposite
Townswell. Fear was expressed that “the
crater near Townswell would become
stagnant if not emptied from time to
time, although it might be useful in the
event of a fire”. Concerns rumbled on,
sewage
disposal
was
still
the
responsibility of the Parish and in
January 1944 it was agreed to refer the
Lake to the attention of the Medical
Officer, Dr Smales. However, still nothing
was done to improve matters and by
April it was “in dirty condition”.
At long last, in July 1946, the Council
received information about a new
sewerage scheme for the Village which,
after lengthy discussions, was accepted.
It was to cost £6,000 (about £270,00
today). But all must have gone quiet
after that as the November meeting

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

passed
a
resolution
urging
the
Kingsbridge Rural District Council to
proceed with the sewerage scheme, and it
wasn’t until 1948 that tenders went out.
(Although this isn’t recorded in the
minutes, there were a number of builders
in the Parish and on the Council, and all
disagreed with the plans put forward,
including the diameter of the pipes that
KRDC intended to use, which were
universally agreed to be too small.)
Finally, in 1953, the new scheme was to go
ahead and in October 1954 “The Rural
District Council of Kingsbridge”, acting
under powers conferred on them by the
Public Health Act of 1936, purchased ¾
acre of Lower Pittons from Mr and Mrs
Irish for the new Village treatment works.
(It cost the Council £112 10s!) There had
been many complaints about the loss of
part of this field in the meetings of
preceding months, because at this time
Lower Pittons was our village cricket pitch.
There was one last extract from the
minutes in 1955 which recorded
complaints about “the continued presence
of blood in the water from the nearby
slaughter house”, and called for “urgent
works to its drains.” This must have
referred to the butchers at Endsleigh
Place and by the next spring necessary
repairs had been done. In the meantime
KRDC’s installation work was completed
very quickly and in 1956 Aveton Gifford
finally had its public sewerage system.
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From Edgeland to Hedgelands - by Kate Kreke
ll childhoods can be characterised by
A
one word: awe. Rarely as an adult do you
feel the wonder that you do as a child, when

every new thing feels tinged with magic.
Growing up in not even a city but a
metropolis, where the city stretches for 35
miles before you can even leave its limits,
you find wonderment in architecture
and edgelands. Chicago is blessed with
architecture: there were four Frank Lloyd
Wright homes in my little neighbourhood
alone. But I believe all humans' default
setting is to find beauty in nature and for a
child in a city that means the scrappy
forgotten lands. The railroad tracks, where
your life depends on learning the language
of the overhead lights and the rumble on the
tracks; the bits between buildings; the
bushes in a park; that tiny bit of undeveloped
land that has somehow not yet become even
more houses or a strip mall; the backyards
and front gardens, preferably without
fences, so you can make an uncharted and
dangerous trail home from school through
your neighbours' land. Sunsets and rainbows
are still magic, only the foreground is usually
a parking lot and a Taco Bell. Awe was
found at the lake where the waves would
wash out the sound of the city behind you, or
jumping into mountains of autumn leaves,
lying in my neighbour’s rock garden eating
chives, or sitting on my front stoop watching
tiny blue spring flowers emerge (they would
give the area its name, ‘Blue Island'; being on
the only hill in Chicago they would transform
this piece of land into a spring-blue oasis in
a sea of prairie...before the arrival of
manicured lawns). And of course, fresh snow
covers a plethora of sins in beauty.
So, I moved to England. Norwich first, for my
Master's degree. I love Norwich and there
was more nature for me to explore. Flat, yes,
but not as flat as Chicago – which you soon
learn when you have to push a free washing
machine across the city back to your student
flat. Norfolk's nature is for the moneyed, not
for the poor or students. I could afford a train
ride to Sheringham or Cromer but there was
no coast path with the tide in and caravan
parks stood sentinel over 'private' clifftops.
The Broads are lovely if you can afford a
boat... which I never could. Walking the
Broads led to the worst nettle stings of my
life, mosquito bites, lightning, and jumping
ditches to escape being chased by a very

angry herd of cattle. I know for a fact there
are more footpaths out of AG than out of the
whole city of Norwich: the land is all still
coveted and hoarded by land owners. Once
or twice, I tried to find a footpath only to be
chased off instead by a pair of maroon- or
mustard-colour trousers hopping out of a
Land Rover which would have a literal
shotgun in the ‘shotgun’ seat.
I was talking to a fellow American who now
works for the Devon Wildlife Trust and she
said how taken aback she was by how much
land here is free-to-roam, so much more
than in “land of the free” America. In the
US this land is very much my land
and that land is very much your land and you
will actually get shot if you get the two
confused. A country with so much wildness,
but it's confined to National and State Parks
where everyone must commit to the same
defined and allotted path. If you live in the
countryside there is no choice to take a
footpath into town, you have to drive or walk
the road. While I don’t think my dentist
appreciated how sweaty I was or how muddy
my wellies were, it was still an amazing option
when I moved here to just walk to
Kingsbridge for a check-up.
As ever with village life, if you talk to people
long enough you find yourself volunteering
for something. This time it's for me to join
the elite fleet of people who help keep a
careful eye on our treasured footpaths. From
our own blue islands in the springtime
- Idston Wood - to the sweeping vistas
above the Church, and the much-loved Tidal
Road loop that everyone seems to have a
pet name for (like second-set-of-stakes
path, Duke’s Mill loop, or just the ‘P’ walk). It’s
almost garish how little you have to try to
find beauty round here. Boom! There's
another rainbow over always-green hills.
Bash! A green canopy over you with a carpet
of primroses at your feet. Bosh! A Kingfisher
down the Brook. The list can go on with each
season bringing a different delight.
How lucky we are to have 21 footpaths in this
Parish. As with all things they must be used
and respected if they are to be preserved for
further generations to enjoy. Country codes
of no litter being left, gates being left as they
are found, and dogs staying under close
control,
must
be
followed.
We
want these kind landowners (who actually

listened in pre-school and know how to
share nicely), to want to keep doing so. A
new thing, that not all dog owners might
know, is that you must pick up dogs’ poo in
fields where there is livestock or a crop to be
fed to animals as there is increased evidence
that the parasites in dog faeces can give the
animals incurable conditions. While yes, the
modern dog poo will bio-degrade, the
parasite will not. I say modern poo because
gone are the chalky white dog poos of my
childhood, that seemed to stay on the
sidewalk, rain or shine.
I wonder sometimes if I take all this
beauty for granted, as if awe, for me, comes
from how hard I have to explore to find those
hidden jewels of nature. At the bottom of the
hill before you head up and over to the
Church (Footpath #5) there lies some fallow
ground covered in scraps of crops past and
weeds alike. One warm summer day a smell

came to me straight from my childhood –
sweet like a meadow but reminding me of
endless sidewalks – and I realized I was
surrounded by a weed I used to dissect idly
in my youth. It was a nameless green
background that I would never have
thought about if I hadn’t recognized its smell
and bubbly pink flowers here in foreign soil
(Of course, Chicago was really the foreign
place; the seeds spilling their way around the
Great Lakes from European ships). Here it
was, in its native soil, not beaten by the
scorching
Midwestern
summers
or
bitter winters, and it was as tall as my waist,
not cowering in sidewalk cracks. Once again I
was in awe. Nature in abundance, in the most
seemingly effortless way. I know that my
awe as a child came from being a child, when
all is new, but I still try to keep that feeling of
wonder fresh, and I often stop and say to
myself, “Look around you: this is where you
live.”

Forest Bathing - Wellbeing in Nature - Let your mind wander!
Step into the magic of the woods to enjoy a total immersion into the joy, beauty and
healing power of nature. Listen to what the trees and your heart have to say.
Date options for 2022:
• FIND INSPIRATION AT SPRING-TIME - 19th March and 2nd April.
• TAKE ACTION IN SUMMER - 14th May and 2nd July.
• HARVEST GRATITUDE DURING AUTUMN - 17th September and 29th October.
• INTROSPECTION FOR WINTER - 26th November and 10th December.
Find out more and bookings: www.simplysoulful.co.uk/therapies/wellness-events

TJ’s Bench

eople walking along the eastern end
P
of the Tidal Road will have noticed a
smart new set of steps up to TJ’s bench

which have been constructed courtesy
of Peter Smith, he of telephone box
fame.
The bench was donated by Hannah in
memory of TJ, a tall amiable and lovely
young man, well known in the Village
and the elder son of Mark and Athenia,
who was tragically killed in a car
accident on the hill into Churchstow.
Tom loved sailing and messing about on
the Estuary, so a bench there was a very
appropriate local memorial.

Parish Puzzlers
Party Jigword

By
Pippa Unwin

Can you fit these words asociated with
parties into the grid?

3 letters

dance
disco
house
swing
third

7 letters
ceilidh
favours
sausage
wedding

4 letters
bash
cake
fete
food
rave
stag

6 letters
animal
dinner
fiesta
fridge
pyjama
search
social
street

8 letters
birthday
cocktail
outdoors

bar
hen
mob
tea

5 letters
crazy
12 | The mAGpie

9 letters
political
work event
leaving do

10 letters
babyshower
fancydress
invitation
11 letters
celebration
decorations
festivities
12 letters
housewarming
refreshments
13 letters
cheese and wine

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford
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Deer Wood Diaries
Winter 2022: An ever-evolving enthusisam
for Enriching Environmental Engagement

By Lisa Pugh &
Marc Biddle

s we herald the start of another year, with all the good intentions and warm wishes that this
A
can bring about, we want to start this diary with a huge THANK YOU to everyone who
made 2021 such an amazing year of collaboration and connection.
We’ve previously mentioned our brilliant band of regular volunteers. They outdid themselves
last year by helping us get the tree nursery extension completed and planted out, but we would
also like to give a particular shout out to all the new faces that came to the Wood and made
such a big difference to the large amount of ongoing conservation management that has to be
done.
We were invited to be a part of an ‘Active Regeneration’ project that is being run by our friend
Gary Jolliffe, (ref Till The Coast Is Clear). This project is to help regenerate some of Devon’s
natural habitats, giving people an opportunity to get ‘hands on’ with local initiatives. There has
already been a lot of tree planting and hedge laying completed across the county, as well as
some big beach cleans. The project will run until the end of February and we hope it will be
picked up again so that Gary and all the volunteers involved are given the chance to continue
the good work.
The timing of their help was perfect as Lisa’s beloved Beech tree, which graces the main view
into the Wood, had just received a severe ‘haircut’ to make it safe. This resulted in a mass of
branches and brash that needed to be cleared and stacked. The activity will also serve to
prepare the area for planting out and extending the Sweet Chestnut coppice, now that the
light is let in and the ground is no longer getting toxins from the Beech leaf litter.
Plant species that give off toxins to inhibit
competition from other plants are known as
allopathic. In Beech trees the toxins come from
fallen leaves and may also exude from the roots
and this affects the entire area under the canopy.
We also had to clear a large area of bracken and
debris so that Marc could process an Oak tree
that had fallen down in winds over 5 years ago. He
did so with the intention of allowing the clearing
to be more safely used as the main teaching area.
Finally there was the huge task of collecting all
the fallen leaves on the tracks; this activity usually
takes Lisa a solid week to complete (once rotted
down we use the leaves as part of our woodland
compost mix for the potted trees).
The imminent arrival of a group of people
needing to eat at the banquet table gave us the
impetus to get an awning extension up on the
outdoor cooking area, so that all involved could
have a dry shelter to retreat to if the weather
turned inhospitable. However, it was a far more
complex job than simply hanging the tarp from
the trees as we had done previously, as this was
now a bigger covered area that would require a
strong framework to keep it from being blown
Marc organises the safe removal of all the
over in high winds.
branches and brash that had been cut from the
Beech tree
Marc used some beautiful large bamboo poles left
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Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

over from various jobs in the past to build a structure to hold the tarp in tension. With his usual
attention to detail it made for quite a few late nights working outside with the illumination of
just a head torch ! But he managed to get the Everyone sits down for a well earned, hot, hearty
structure up in time and we were much relieved soup in the newly constructed all weather outdoor
that the new awning proved itself by remaining kitchen area
perfectly intact even after a particularly stormy
night.
When the volunteer day was originally organised
Gary estimated that about 8-10 people would
turn up, so Lisa planned some tasty home grown
pumpkin soup for the troops to keep them going
in the cold weather. We were not sure if it was the
promise of said soup or if people were just keen to
come and see the Wood, but we were pleasantly
surprised when a merry band of 14 arrived ! We
were delighted by their enthusiasm to get stuck in
to some physical labour and great banter was had
throughout the day. Luckily the late November
weather was clement, so it was a really enjoyable
experience for all.
We were fortunate to be able to have a second volunteer day in mid December, which enabled
Lisa to get some smaller, but long overdue, projects completed. Alas, on the appointed day the
expected number of volunteers was cut in half by an upsurge in Covid; however the 4 who
arrived worked very hard to get the tasks finished: improved access for parking, clearing
hazardous and long defunct barbed wire from various locations in the Wood, as well as creating
a drainage channel along the exposed edge of the outdoor cooking area.
The removal of the barbed wire is very symbolic of where we are heading - taking away these
old and dangerous impediments to create risk-free freedom of movement within the Deer
Wood boundary. Although much was removed, this work will have to continue until all the old
barbed wire within the woodland is removed, so that safe access throughout is once again
restored, for both wildlife and people.
Armed with safety goggles and thick gloves, Gary and volunteer Lee took on the job of wire
removal, carefully cutting it back then marking each
tree with a pot to show where any of the wire
remained embedded. This is just in case workers need
to use a chainsaw on them in the future as hidden
metal in trees is a serious hazard for farm and forestry
workers). Once completed the balls of wire were
gleefully escorted by Lisa back to the downstairs area
where we will be able to either weave them into
another interesting sculpture of recycled materials or
take them for recycling.
We are looking forward to even more collaborations
with Gary during 2022 and are also excited to be
planning the first Foraging, Feasting & Nature
Connection day this spring, with William Alpass
(Devon Forager) – please watch out for dates on our
FB page -The Deer Wood Trust.
We are also delighted to say we have again sold out
of all the available bare rooted trees for this planting
season. However we do have a variety of potted stock
that can be planted all year round.
Here’s to an exciting year ahead of active
Lisa and volunteer Lee happily banish that
environmental engagement!
barbed wire

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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News from the Hive
If Heineken did Pre-school…

A
G

School Report

Magical Times

e have begun the new term at AG
W
Primary with lots of eager children
enthusiastic and ready to get back into

T

o compliment last term's subject - animals around the world as seen by the Snail on the Tail
of the Whale - the children enjoyed a trip to Paignton Zoo. The children (and adults) were
most impressed by the giant tortoises, the monkey house and the crocodiles !
In November we had an Usborne book party at the Pre-school
and Toddler session. Alongside this the children were asked to
participate in a sponsored book challenge called Ready Steady
Listen. There were 15 tasks to complete around listening to
literature, including ‘Listen to a book with a blue cover ‘, ‘Listen
outside’, ‘Listen in a den or fort’ and ‘Listen to a poem’. Through
both events a fantastic total of
£680 was raised to be spent with
Usborne Books.
The new books and some Usborne
puzzles and games are now in our
library and the children are
thoroughly enjoying the different
stories and new pictures to look at
and talk about. They include many
new information books and, as our
theme this term is "What a load of
Rubbish", the staff have chosen some about recycling and
looking after the environment. Activities this term include making
winter bird feeders with recycled food, examining mould and
making compost, turning rubbish into models and finding out what
materials pollute our water.
The Pre-school was awarded £500 from the Tescos Help for
People program to go towards a sensory garden. The project will
be starting this month on how to spend the money wisely on
garden sounds, smells, textures and colours to arouse the senses.
The
Pre-school
has
recently purchased a set
of big soft play-shaped
blocks using a donation
originating from SWW and
shared out by the PC. This
will be used to help
develop physical skills,
maths and social cooperation.
The Nativity had to be postponed during the
Christmas celebrations due to a shortage of staff as a
result of Covid. The remaining staff and committee
worked really hard to keep the Pre-school open for the
last week of term, knowing how essential it is for
working families. We are so fortunate to have a strong
team and parents offering their support when needed.
The Nativity has been rescheduled for January when
the baby Jesus will be just a month old .
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their learning. There was something
magical in the air in Swans Class as
mysteriously the pupils all returned
dressed as witches and wizards from the
JK Rowling Harry Potter series; luckily,
they were able to control their magical
spell casting and no teachers were
changed into frogs, although we did see
a few children leaving on broomsticks at
the end of the day.

Key Stage 2 children enjoyed a
theatre trip to watch the Aladdin
pantomime
with
the
pupils
delighting in the experience as many
have not had the opportunity to visit
the theatre over the last few years
due to pandemic restrictions. Year 1
& 2 children have now begun their
sequence of Forest School sessions
with Mrs Abi Hedgehog where they
will be utilising our outdoor Forest
School space to explore the natural
world and creativity.

A really big ’Thank you’ to all members of the
community for their continued support to our School
from all at AG Primary !

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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How can we be more Carbon Savvy? - by Louise Wainwright
One Step at a Time

possibility of ever-increasing global temperatures and a climate crisis is a daunting
Tmanyheprospect.
Not everyone will be able to reduce their carbon emissions to the same extent for
reasons, but many will try their best. These are the people who will make a difference.
Devon County Council and South Hams District Council have declared a Climate and
Biodiversity Emergency. Parish Councils can support their endeavours by developing a local
Carbon Plan. DEFRA published a guide to support parish councils in this role, “Ways for
Parish Councils to tackle climate change”. The Centre for Sustainable Energy in Bristol
has also published a guide “Neighbourhood Planning in a climate emergency”
The SHDC Climate and Biodiversity Emergency Committee are promoting the use of
the Carbon Savvy Footprint calculator for individuals: https://carbonsavvy.uk/
calculator/ This is an online calculator that measures your carbon footprint as you enter
information about your electricity use, production, other fuel usage, transport, food, etc.
The Farm Carbon Toolkit is a free carbon footprint calculator specifically designed for farms
by an organic farmer, Jonathan Smith (Scilly Organics): https://farmcarbontoolkit.org.uk/
This footprint calculator is a major tool in the Farm Net Zero project for conventional and
organic farms in Cornwall to show the contribution that agriculture can make to achieving Net
Zero. Thousands of UK farmers use this toolkit.
A good place to get your bearings about the many components of a Carbon Plan is the Carbon
Savvy “Carbon Ambassadors Course”. The most important thing is just to ‘begin’ the
journey, find out where you are and then head in the right direction as soon as possible. 2030
is only eight years away.

Fisherman’s Rest
01548 550284

Thank You for a Happy New Year
and Athenia would like to thank everybody who came along
M ark
and made Christmas and New Year’s Eve such an enjoyable
success. They’d actually been a bit nervous how it would all work out
with Omicron in the acendancy but everybody was so very careful and
thoughtful for both themselves and others. Many of those who came to eat had done lateral
flow tests and even the Raggle Taggle Band played near the door.
With such care on the part of everybody there is confidence that things will continue to go well
at the Fisherman’s and they are looking forward to Valentine’s Day when there will be another
special meal: 6-8pm (‘cos people have taken to eating earlier);
3 courses with steak and a vegetarian option for £22.95;
booking essential please.
Easter Sunday is not until 17th April which seems a long
time away now but will soon be here, so don’t forget to book
for what should be another wonderful occasion: 2 courses
for £12.50 or 3 for £15.00.
Quiz Nights on the ‘Thurd Thursday’ of the month have
resumed. Thus, February 17th and March 17th starting at
7.30pm with the quiz itself at 8.00.
As always, keep a close eye on what’s on either the Pub’s own
Facebook page (more thanks, Libby) or the Aveton Gifford FB
page; also of course you can telephone 01548 550284.
And, once again, steady as she goes, keep safe and please TRADE LOCAL.

*STOP PRESS*
Bigbury Net Zero is convening an Island Assembly at Burgh Island Hotel on Tuesday 21st
February for invited local government officials including members of parish councils.
Due to restrictions on numbers at the Island Assembly, there will be an additional event at
Bigbury Golf Club on Thursday 24th February. This will allow as many interested parties as
possible to learn about the discussions at the Island Assembly. It is being billed as a
Community Conference of the Parties (COP).
More information can be found on www.bigburynetzero.org
If you would like an invitation to the Golf Club event - please contact the Secretary, Louise
Wainwright, at info@bigburynetzero.org Numbers at the Golf Club will be restricted to 50
people.
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New Enclosure for Pub Defibrillator
The pub defibrillator is to be housed in a new enclosure which is insulated and
temperature controlled as the existing enclosure has not provided sufficient weather
protection.
By the time you read this the new enclosure will have been mounted on the wall of the
pub to the left of the ground floor entrance where there is a convenient electrical
supply. The new location is approximately 10 metres from its existing one.
A very big thank you to Athenia and Mark for enabling this move and providing the
power for the new enclosure.

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes

By
Rodney Bone

Bird Facts
Small & Large
The smallest bird in the world is the Bee Hummingbird of Cuba. It would take 100,000 Bee
Hummingbirds to tip the scales at the same weight as the biggest bird, the Ostrich.
Big Eggs
It takes two hours to hard boil an Ostrich egg; one Ostrich egg is equivalent to 24 Chicken
eggs.
Longest Distance
Arctic Terns migrate the furthest of any animals, travelling from the Polar regions to Antarctica
and back, a distance of 22,000 miles, each year.
The Most Numerous Bird
The Red Billed Quelea, a small seed eating bird from Africa, occurs in flocks up to 100,000,000
and its total population has been estimated at several billion individuals. They are a major
agricultural pest so millions are killed every year by aerial spraying.
Oldest Birds
Recorded from ringing studies, the longest living wild bird is the Royal Albatross at 60 years. In
captivity a Sulphur Crested Cockatoo has lived 80 years.
The Most Valuable Bird
A racing Pigeon called ‘Invincible Spirit’ was bought in 1992 for £110,000.
Longest Non-Stop Flight
Bar-tailed Godwits will travel from their breeding grounds in Alaska to New Zealand, a distance
of 6,800 miles, in a single flight.
Death Toll
In the USA 6080 million birds are killed by vehicles every year while power lines cause the
death of up to 174 million birds each year. Cats kill around 55 million birds each year in the UK
and 100 million in the USA.
The Longest Incubation
The Royal Albatross sits on its eggs for 81 days.
The Biggest Wings
The Wandering Albatross has a wingspan of almost 12 feet (3.7 metres)

Winter Highlights, with Eric Wotton
24 Nov: 5 Black-tailed Godwits on SEM
26 Nov: 2 Goosanders Hatch Bridge
30 Nov - 7 Dec: 1 Barnacle Goose on
SEM
12 Dec: 175 Wigeon on Estuary
19 Dec: 8 Lapwing on SEM
21 Dec: First 2 Shelduck back on SEM
23 Dec - 10 Jan: 2 Common Sandpipers
26 Dec - 4 Jan: 6 Glossy Ibis at Hatch
Bridge. Previously only 2 singles recorded
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on the Avon in the last 50 years
28 Dec: 2 Green Sandpipers at Hatch
Bridge
31 Dec: 13 Redshank on SEM
1 Jan: First Snowdrop open
2 Jan: 1 Peacock Butterfly sunbathing on
branch of tree at end of Tidal Road
7 Jan: 1 Small Tortoiseshell Butterfly on
wall of lounge in my house.
SEM = South Efford Marsh

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

The Minister’s
Review
by Rev’d
Matt Rowland

Meaning

five church buildings which are linked
T hetogether
in the Modbury Mission

Community are all buildings with varying
sizes of spires. Over the many centuries
some of these spires have been struck by
lightning, some have been repointed and
rebuilt, some have hidden vicars on the run
in the English Civil War and one of them was
hit by a Luftwaffe bomb.

Church Diary
February
Sun 6th
11 am
Sun 13th 11am
Sun 20th

11am

At the moment the tower and spire at St
Lawrence’s Church, Bigbury, are covered in
scaffolding, as work is ongoing to make it
watertight and to re-hang the bells so they
can once again ring out across the parish.

Sun 27th
March
Sun 6th
Sun 13th

11am

Last year someone showed me an original
sea chart from around the late 17th century.
The part of the map they showed me was
the coast around Bigbury Bay and on it was
marked St Lawrence’s spire, so seafarers on
their boats in the Channel could mark where
they were and safely make their way through
the seas along this coast and on to their
destination.

Sun 20th 11am

In many ways this is what these church
buildings represent. The church is a place for
the community in the past, the community in
the present and the community in the future,
helping us make our way through this life in
the company of God’s love and into eternity.
At its best a church building is a place where
the big questions of life can start to make
sense.
Don’t you find that life can be utterly
perplexing at times ? Isn’t there a distinct
scarcity in substantial, proven wisdom in this
world – truth that makes life work, that
cracks open the puzzle of the meaning of life
and destroys the fear of death ? Where
would you look for that ? Maybe the
Christian church is the last place you’d look or maybe it’s the place to start to look.
Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Sun 27th

11am
11am

11am

Sunday Worship
Holy Communion
with children’s
group
Lay led Sunday
Worship
Holy Communion
Sunday Worship
Holy Communion
with children’s group
Holy Communion at
Modbury (no service
at AG)
Sunday Worship

Extra Prize - Sainsbury’s
£1000 gift card
In our last issue we told you all about
how AG Village Shop Association is
participating in the SeaMoor Lotto to
help boost our fundraising and how
you, by playing this weekly lottery can
benefit both our village shop service
and win a big prize.
On 26th February there’s also a
chance to win a £1,000 Sainsbury's
eGift Card - that’s on top of the weekly
guaranteed cash prize, AND the
chance to win the £25,000 jackpot!
There's no need to buy a separate
ticket - you’ll automatically be entered
into the special draw.
Further details via the AGVSA
fundraising page …
www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/
aveton-gifford-village-shop-association
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mAGpie Advert Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our Parish magazine, which is published
bi-monthly and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well
as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrews Church circulation >450.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form.
Please contact David Stevens [davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk] for more
information.
After 3 years at old levels, rates will be increasing by an average of 4% with
effect from 1st April 2022. The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6 insertions
(payable in advance please):
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GREENLANDS NURSERY
Higher Wizaller Farm, Modbury, PL21 OSE
(From AG, 2 miles up Church Lane on right)
HANGING BASKETS
Orders taken for wire baskets lined
with super moss 12”, 14” and 16” from £14
Jack’s magic all purpose compost
60 Litres £6.50
Selection of shrubs, bedding, vegetable
plants,
perennials and herbs
Local & excellent value.
We are a small family run business, Covid
safe.
Deliveries can be arranged
Telephone 01548 550491 or 07534 611587

Email: brendagreenlandsmodbury@yah
oo.com

MARTIN MOWS
MARTIN FLEETWOOD
MOWING – STRIMMING
HEDGECUTTING
GARDEN MAINTENANCE
POND MAINTENANCE
Professional Friendly Reliable
No lawn too large or small
Over 35 years experience
managing estates

Modbury Caring Befriending Service
The Befriending Service aims to help alleviate
the suffering of people in lonely and isolated
conditions by matching them up with a
‘Befriender’ who will visit them regularly.
They may visit just for conversation or for shared
activities such as hobbies or games.
To accompany someone on a short walk or
specific event or to take them on an enjoyable
outing, e.g. to a town, a garden centre, coffee
shop, or to the coast.
If you have an interest in offering a couple of
hours per week as a Befriender or in receiving
regular visits from a Befriender please contact:Sheila, Befriending Co-ordinator, on 07554
997140 and leave a message with your name
and number. Your call will be returned.

Please call to discuss your
requirements
07771892916 – 01752 896298

We are experiencing an unprecedented demand for
proper�es in your area, with a great many buyers
ready and wai�ng to experience living in our beau�ful
region.
There has never been a be�er �me to consider selling
your home and we are the friendly, knowledgeable
agents who can help you to achieve the best price
possible with the least amount of stress.
Call us now for an informal, confiden�al chat and to
see if we can help you.
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Talking Shop

A Happy New Year to all our customers from Kathleen and her
staff
The pre-Christmas hamper was won by a lady from Modbury who
wishes to remain anonymous. Runner up prizes were won by Emma and
Judy from AG.
On the subject of prizes, Kathleen herself won a prize [see photo below] from Post Office
Ltd for hitting targets and ‘going the extra mile’.
Valentine’s Day is coming up and we’re sure that you can find either a present (perhaps a
local art- or handi-craft ?) or something to help you celebrate the day from among our
range of drinks and goodies.
Although, strictly speaking, we’re a bit early, we are also now stocking Hallets hot cross buns.
Post Office Things
Post Office Ltd are tightening up their application of various rules
and we have recently had a visit where we were told what we need
to be doing.
Parcels: We can only accept parcels from Royal Mail and Parcel
Force; receipts from other couriers are not allowed. To collect a
parcel you will need to have your tracking number and a photo ID.
Outgoing Parcel Force parcels need to be in-branch before 12pm
Monday to Friday.
Banking: Post Office Ltd is quite clear that although we can
provide some banking services, we are not a bank and this gives
rise to some key differences. Thus, customers who make a cash
deposit cannot pay in more than £2000 cash [chance would be a
good thing, Ed]. If you wish to make a cash withdrawal, our branch
is treated as an ATM and you will need your debit card and PIN and a senior member of staff
needs to be present; the limit is £100. When withdrawing cash you cannot demand how the
money comes (ie the denomination of the notes). On the other hand you can pre-order with
at least 3 working days notice larger amounts of notes and coins; there will normally be a
small charge from the Post Office for this service.
Currency: We are no longer allowed to hold foreign currency [ie our insurance won’t cover
us for any losses we have]. Thus, any currency you need has to be pre-ordered [3 working
days] and it will then be sent direct to the branch. When you collect it you will need to show
photo ID and the same bank card you paid with.
Yes, we know - rules, rules, rules; but sorry, it’s the way things are going and is not something
we have control over.
---------------------------------------------------------Come and see us and have a browse – everyone welcome

Normal Opening Hours - Please note:

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9 - 4; Thursday: 9 - 5.
Friday: 10 (for deliveries !) - 5; Saturday: 9 - 12; Sunday: 9 - 11
Post Office hours: Mon - Fri 9/10 - 4; closed Saturdays and Sundays.

Together we are stronger - Trade Local!

Contact: Tel 01548 550996
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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