the

mAGpie
Published for the
residents of Aveton
Gifford with the
support of the
Parish Council.
Contribution
Coordinators
David Stevens
Delia Elliot
01548 550298
Pippa Unwin

Editor & Proof Reading
David Stevens

Magazine Production
Amy Clayton
07796 266559
Pippa Unwin

Please send any
article submissions
to our mAGpie
email address:
mAGpie.inbox@gmail.com
Articles for issue number
139 must be submitted by
the 10th May 2022

Issue #138
Apr/May 2022

Aveton Gifford has always
been very good at putting on a
party!
We’ve celebrated events
on the Green, in the Hall,
in the pubs, at St
Andrew’s, and in street
parties. They’ve been a
really great way for the
whole Parish to get
together and celebrate
with
friends
and
neighbours, and this
coming Platinum Jubilee
in June could be another.
The Parish Council has
applied for a road closure
for Fore St on Sunday 5th
June, so it’s a great
opportunity to once more
celebrate
in
style.
Previous street parties
have included barbeques
and 'bring and share'
food, local musicians and
bands in the street,
children’s games and
entertainments,
cream
teas - even fancy dress parades and Morris dancers, and of
course the pubs have been open for liquid refreshment.
We could do this again! Lots of other local villages and towns
have already started to organise their Jubilee events, and our
recently surfaced Fore Street could be an ideal venue this year,
(particularly as there’s no guarantee that our newly seeded
Green will be robust enough for use at the beginning of June).
However we need people to help put it on - it needn’t be very
stressful or hard work if there are enough of us. Would you be
able to help, maybe even with a group of friends ? And this
would be a celebration for all of us, wherever we live, so
volunteers would be welcome from all corners of the Parish. We
know everybody is busy, but this could be a really memorable
day. So, if you think you could help at all, even if it’s only in a very
small way, please could you contact either Sarah Harcus
[550125] or Ros Brousson [550792]
Copy deadline for next issue: 10th May 2022

Community Pool Resuscitation Courses
The Parish Council is aiming to open the pool, weather
permitting, during the early part of the summer term
and to run it for the community during the summer
holidays.
Keyholders and anyone wishing to take children to the
pool this summer will need to have the recognised
resuscitation training from one of our approved
courses. (As before, only people with certificates which cover
resuscitation from drowning can use the pool without attending one of these.) Booking
for training courses and membership payment will be online only, and advance notice
will be sent to the School, the Hive and AG Facebook page before this opens.
It has been more difficult this year to arrange dates and times for the training sessions.
The following are the only dates available for the 2022 season and we will not be able
to arrange further courses on later dates.
•
•
•
•
•

Thurs 19th May; 7–8 pm and 8.15–9.15 pm
Thurs 26th May; 7–8 pm and 8.15–9.15 pm
Sat 11th June; 9–10 am and 10.30–11.30 am
Thurs 23rd June; 7–8 pm and 8.15–9.15 pm
Thurs 30th June; 7–8 pm and 8.15–9.15 pm

frozen meals to people in their own homes
across South Devon and it has now reached
Aveton Gifford. It's also good because every
penny of profit goes to support Rowcroft
Hospice.
The freshly frozen meals are highly nutritious
,having been developed with advice and
input from dietitians, while Devon Farm
Kitchen fulfils an important service for local
people, particularly those who are elderly
and vulnerable and unable, or not inclined, to
prepare healthy meals for themselves.
Devon Farm Kitchen Manager Joe Bradshaw
said, “We’re providing a unique service to our
community by both lovingly crafting
nutritious meals that encourage healthy
eating, and by generating profits that help
sustain the expert care that Rowcroft
Hospice provides to patients from across
the region.”
The meals are handmade in small batches by
Devon Farm Kitchen’s own chefs in their
2 | The mAGpie

Imagine driving 600+ miles on narrow, winding roads, all
around the coast of Devon and Cornwall, in a noisy vintage
tractor. Well, this is John Foale’s major adventure this year.
Events of the past two years have motivated 76 year old
countryman John Foale to rethink his long-distance tractor run from the length of the country to a 2-week challenge around
the coastline of Devon and Cornwall. Inspired by the famous
South West Coastal Path, John’s 40-year-old Leyland 262 - The Beast – will follow the
coast as closely as possible, and tackle wind swept clifftops, narrow lanes, holiday
makers and an array of other obstacles to raise money for both Devon and Cornwall
Air Ambulance Trusts. John’s decision will make his endeavours more relevant to our
local community and add his support to other fund-raising projects around the two
counties.
The adventure will be co-ordinated to coincide with the Royal Cornwall Show and,
hopefully, John will also attend the Devon County Show at the end of June. The route
will start at Aveton Gifford on Saturday 4th June 2022.
Approximate itinerary as follows:

Devon Farm Kitchen Expands to Aveton
Gifford
Farm Kitchen is a social enterprise
D evon
that delivers ‘deliciously satisfying’

Devon & Cornwall Coast Vintage
Tractor Run June 2022

Torquay kitchen using the finest produce
sourced directly from Devon’s farmers,
fishing communities and other local
producers and includes gluten-free, vegan
and vegetarian options and desserts.
The frozen meals are delivered to customers
ready to heat on ceramic plates and bowls
which are then washed and returned to the
driver on the next delivery. There’s no plastic
involved and the cardboard packaging is
100% carbon neutral, fully compostable and
100% recyclable.

• Day 1, June 4 – Aveton Gifford to
Polperro
• Day 2, June 5 – Polperro to Portscatho
• Day 3, June 6 – Portscatho to
Coverack
• Day 4, June 7 – Coverack to St Ives
• Day 5, June 8 – St Ives to St Minver
• Day 6, June 9 – Royal Cornwall Show

•
•
•
•
•
•

Day 7, June 10 – Royal Cornwall Show
Day 8, June 11 – St Minver to Bideford
Day 9, June 12 – Bideford to Porlock
Day 10, June 13 – Porlock to Seaton
Day 11, June 14 – Seaton to Paignton
Day 12, June 15 – Paignton to Aveton
Gifford

John and his team are grateful for all the sponsorship and support they are receiving
from the local community and businesses. Sponsors are displayed on the trailer towed
behind 'The Beast'.
John is seeking further sponsors and all interested parties can obtain further
information by contacting either Keith Beaumont on keithbeaum@gmail.com 07889
146766 or Alan Brooking on 07794 431997

All profits from Devon Farm Kitchen go to
support Rowcroft in caring for patients with
life-limiting illnesses, and their families,
across 300 square miles of South Devon.
The charity cares for over 2000 patients
each year, with 80% of people cared for in
their own homes.
To find out more about Devon Farm Kitchen
or to place an order, please go to
www.devonfarmkitchen.co.uk or call 01803
217 477.

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Foodbank Update

ingsbridge Area Foodbank continues to work tirelessly to support the most vulnerable in
K
our community. The work we do would not be possible without the commitment of our 120
volunteers, donations of food and money from the local community and, importantly, standing

orders which provide a guaranteed monthly income, helping us to plan effectively and
strategically to meet the rising need for our support.
Since the pandemic began we have sustained a 500% increase in demand. This means we are
feeding approximately 500 individuals every week.
Sadly, due to the rise in living costs, we are now typically receiving between 5 and 10 new
referrals per week as people find it harder and harder to pay for their basic living needs. We
expect need for our support to further increase as living costs continue to rise in an
exponential way.
If you are interested in supporting us in our vital work, a standing order is a particularly valuable
way to contribute. However, all donations are of course greatly appreciated.
Our website is: www.kingsbridgefoodbank.org
Thank you

Jubilee Concert

Congratulations
.... to John Howard who
has just celebrated his
100th birthday. Well
done - that's what clean
living, long walks and a
generous heart does for
you !

There will be a concert on Saturday
28th May at 7pm in St. Andrew’s
Church featuring
the Modbury Gospel Choir,
Aveton Gifford Village Choir, the
Church choir and include an
opportunity for all to sing.
The finished Village Queen’s Jubilee
Book will also be on display.
Neil Barker

Business & IP Centre Devon - Courses, Business Resources - Free
Just too late for our last issue we recently received from Business & IP Centre Devon
information about a number of courses that they are running, all completely free. Although
the original webinars were run in February, the resource material is still available online so
you can now follow in your own time. For example …
From Bedroom to Business, for those who are starting, or are thinking about starting, a
new business venture
Support for artists and creatives, specifically for those thinking about starting up, or
running, businesses in the creative industries
Courses on Diversity in Business and Women in Business
Business & IP Centre is run through Libraries Unlimited, the registered charity responsible
for running Devon Libraries and Torbay Libraries. As such they have the largest collection
of business databases in the South West, all free to access with Devon or Torbay library
membership.
Further details on courses and the full range of resources can be viewed on their website:
https://bipc.librariesunlimited.org.uk
As a charity Libraries Unlimited is also keen to have your support so they can continue to
deliver their life changing library services - www.librariesunlimited.org.uk/support-us
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Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

APR - MAY Diary Dates for AG
APRIL DIARY
Thursday 7th
Saturday 9th
Sunday 10th
Thursday 14th
Wednesday 20th
MAY DIARY
Sunday 1st
Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th
Thursday 12th
Wednesday 18th

7.00pm
3-4.30pm

At the Memorial Hall unless
otherwise stated

5-5.30pm
6-7pm
7.30pm
9.30-10.30am

Parish Council Meeting
Children's Easter Craft Workshop - see separate notice
page 18
Family Tiny Tones Session with Helen Phillips - see page 6
Adult Sound Journey, also with Helen.
WI meeting (The Tractor Run with Keith Beaumont)
Mobile Library Service - van visit as normal

3.30-5pm
7.00pm
5-5.30pm
6-7pm
7.30pm
9.30-10.30am

Queen's Jubilee Book signings - see separate notice page 6
Parish Council Meeting
Family Tiny Tones Session with Helen Phillips - see page 6
Adult Sound Journey, also with Helen.
WI meeting (AGM + Hanging Baskets with Rosie Warrilow)
Mobile Library Service - van visit as normal

REGULAR EVENTS
• Yoga with Stephen Harding – Tuesdays 6.30-8.00pm & Thursdays 5.00-6.30pm; booking
essential, tel: 07400 417849.
• Table Tennis Club: Wednesdays 7-8pm; all ages welcome; equipment provided, £1.50 per
session
• Creative X workshops for children up to 4 years: Wednesdays 9.45-10.30 (except April 13th,
20th). Also workshops for 6-11 year-olds in Bigbury Memorial Hall. Further information
www.creative-x-workshops.com or phone Kate Webb on 07570 717445
• Tae Kwon Do classes for children Years 3-6 (age 7-11): Wednesdays 4.15-5.15 (except April 13th,
20th) with Dave Cater, experienced PE teacher and DBS checked. Contact 07977 090040 or
dcater9@gmail.com or Instagram page under The Ivybridge School of Tae Kwon Do.
• Wild Earth Yoga - Vinyasa yoga for adults of all abilities with Chloe Garland on Wednesdays
6-7pm. Contact 07725 959955 or see Instagram for updates under Wild_EarthYoga.
• Affinity Dance classes for children, all on Fridays (except April 15th, 22nd): Minis Acro &
Modern Dance ages 3-5 3.40-4.10; Acro and Freestyle Juniors ages 6-11 4.10-4.50; Fierce
Flexibility for ages 6+ 4.55-5.25pm. Further information on www.affinitydancessouthhams.co.uk/
classstyles or affinitydancesouthhams on Facebook or phone Faye Preston on 07414 484800
• Acro Yoga on Mondays 7-9pm with Adam Astor. For further information see Adam’s Acro on
Facebook or tel 01548 550255.
PRE-SCHOOL AT ‘THE HIVE (www.avetongiffordpreschool.co.uk)
Monday - Friday
8 - 9 am
Morning Club at The Hive for both pre-school and primary
school-aged children. Contact Katie for information at
agtoddlergroup@hotmail.com or phone 01548 550665
9 - 12pm
Morning sessions
12 - 1pm
Lunch Club
1 - 3.30pm
Afternoon sessions (Thursday is a step-up session for school
starters in Sept 2022)
Mondays
9-11 am
Parents & Toddlers
SCHOOL/PRE-SCHOOL TERM DATES (PUPIL DAYS) - please check respective websites
• Spring term ends (both School & Pre-School) Friday 8th April
• Summer term restarts Mon 25th April (School) and Tues 26th (pre-School - 25th is an NPD)
• Summer half term (School, Pre-school) Mon May 30 to Fri Jun 3 (School: May 27 is an NPD)
For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition has gone to press, please
see the calendar on the Community Website …http:/www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Sound Meditation
Helen Phillips is running a series of sound meditation sessions at the Village Hall for
adults and also for families. By creating immersive experiences using the beautiful
sounds of the Hang, hand drums, gongs, Tibetan singing bowls, flutes and chimes, the
intention is to create a meditative, calming space for participants, to aid relaxation and
a sense of calm.
This is an invitation for you to press 'pause', snuggle down and be bathed in sound.
Booking essential via Helen's Sound Meditation Facebook page or email
helenphillips787@btinternet.com. See What's On for dates.

Little Chillaton Farm and Crispin’s Gift
- by Delia Elliott
ittle Chillaton Farm, formerly Collings
L
Tenement, was gifted by Thomas
Crispin in January 1689. Thomas Crispin had

made his fortune in the wool trade and the
gift was managed by the Incorporation of
Weavers, Fullers and Shearmen, the historic
guild of Exeter's ancient cloth trade. The rent
from the Tenement, paid to the guild,
provided the gift which was £10 a year to set
up two boys, sons of poor freemen of the
guild, as apprentices in ‘some honest calling’.
The boys so bound out had to be able to
read and write and applications for the £5
premiums were made at two meetings each
year, with the children bound to such trades
as selected by their parents and the guild
taking care that they should be apprenticed
to respectable masters.
Recorded numbers of apprentices are as
follows - November 1816: 3; 1817: 2; 1818 to
1819: 8; 1819 to 1820: 3; 1820 to 1821: 6.
Each apprentice was bound for 8 years, each
boy receiving £5 a year. At the end of the
apprenticeship, when they were ‘coming out
of their time’, they were given a further £5 to
help ‘set up their calling’ subject to

producing a certificate from their masters
that they had served faithfully for the
prescribed time.
The first description of the Tenement is in a
survey dated 1781; it comprised 20 acres 2
roods and 39 perches, including 2 acres 1
rood and 31 perches of moorland. The rent in
1763 was £10/10/0 per annum which
increased to £12/12/0 in 1784, £25 in 1805
and £40 in 1812.
The letting was by private contract on the
valuation of a surveyor and the rent was
stated to be a good one. In 1842 the Tithe
Map shows that most of the farm was arable,
the majority of the fields small and the land
relatively level. There was reported to be
‘some oak timber on the estate which has
been marked and numbered’ and today we
are blessed with fine oak trees on the Farm.
It seems amazing to us today that a holding
of 20 acres could support a family. It would
have been a true ‘mixed‘ holding: perhaps
one horse, one milking cow, pigs and poultry.
In the late 19th century we have evidence
that the tenant was struggling to pay bills,
but more about that in the next chapter.

A Book for the Queen’s Jubilee
e aim to make a book to send to the Queen on her Jubilee. The pages will be decorated
W
by 10 artists from Aveton Gifford with spaces on each page for signatures to wish our
Queen well. We hope that the School’s children will also be able to contribute to the book.
You will be able to sign the book on Sunday 1st May 3.30-5pm in our Memorial Hall.
We intend to get a good quality copy made of the book to keep in the Village.
Caroline Barker & Frances French
6 | The mAGpie

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

From the Archives
Jubilee Celebrations from the Past
In this Jubilee year, it’s interes ting to look back on an
article Ken Doughty published in
mAGpie about the Village celebra tions for Queen Victori
a’s Golden Jubilee

Know Your Parish, (Ken Doughty)
CELEBRATION 1887

With the celebration of the Millennium looming, it is interesti
ng to see what the parish did
for Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee. The church bells started
pealing at 4am and carried on
until 11am with just an hour's break at 7am when the ringers
had breakfast at Farley's Hotel
(now the Taverners).
After a service, a procession formed up and marched from
the
Bridge End passing under several evergreen arches construc north end of the village to
ted at various points. The
cavalcade was preceded by the village amateur band in a carriage
school children with their head teacher, the Hand-in Hand Club, and four followed by: the
Oddfellows Club, handbell
ringers, "Mr. Ernest Wroth in character on horseback", "Mr.
George Ruth with donkey and panniers
carrying children in the olden style", the Rector, churchwardens
and other parochial officials.
A dinner was held at one o'clock under the trees adjoining
the marsh in Oakey Lane (presumed to be
the extension beyond the ford in the Jubilee Street, so named
at the time) where 576 (!) sat down to eat,
to which number must be added another 71 - carvers and
waiters - who ate later. After the Queen's
health had been drunk, sports were held on "Lower Pittons".
Tea followed at 5pm prepared by "fair and willing hands". The
were performed from a large barge moored on the river. The tide then being up, various aquatic feats
sports were then resumed followed by
dancing until 10pm when proceedings were closed with the
National Anthem.

During the Queen’s Golden Jubilee celebra tions here
in 2002 one of the events was a children’s tea party
at the Memor ial Hall. All Pre-school and Primar y
School children were invited , for an afternoon of
fancy dress (with either a royal theme or the 1950s
and the winner won a massive jar of sweets - how
times have changed!). There were also games of the
era, pavement art in the car park, music, including a
school choir, and an entertainer. All children under
11 were presented with a Jubilee commemorative
coin, kindly donated by Ron and Maggie Skeates.
Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee in
2012. Celebra tions centred round the pub on
that Bank Holiday Monday with a Jubilee
themed tea, a competition for appropriately
decora ted cakes and a children’s sports day
on the Green. St Andrew ’s held a flower
festiva l that week, while over the Jubilee
weekend a celebra tory flotilla of decora ted
boats set off from Timber s on a rather grey
chilly afternoon.

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Puzzling - by Kate Kreke

Do you know someone who struggles to access
the Internet? DCT can help !

understand why places like
I totally
Midsomer and Cabot Cove border on

being murder capitals of both the UK and
the US. Weird and bad things happen in
cities, but that is the expected background
noise of a bustling life. In small places, weird
stuff is seen, studied, and found fascinating.
When I first moved to the Village, I had no
idea who owned and what went on in the
barn at the end of our road. 'City me' would
not have noticed an international crime gang
laundering money and dealing drugs from a
food joint across the road; here, though, my
inner Miss Marple couldn’t figure out how so
many seemingly different people went in
and out of one Tardis-like space.
Space is another thing that baffles my little
grid-pattern-grown mind. Devon bends and
dips in ways Einstein would find puzzling. All
you have to do is take one new little back
road and you’ll find a whole new settlement
of houses and hamlets that defy logic as to
where they came from and how they
suddenly appeared in a space you were sure
was just one sheep field and a stream.
I couldn’t help but feel like an alien when I
first came here; baffled by suddenly not
being so bombarded with information that I
could actually slow down and see the
patterns and flow of things. In our first year
of living down here, so as to feel less alien,
we braved the new world that was the village
pub quiz.
Pub quizzes were a new thing to me. We
didn’t really do it in the States and I only
learned about it as a Tuesday night ritual at
the Grad Bar at the University of East Anglia
where I somehow found myself on a team
with a bunch of international student film
archivists (who were great in the movie
rounds but amazingly rubbish at sport). We
even persuaded the Quiz Master to do a
whole quiz about the States (as half the
team was North American), but we lost due
to another team having two guys both
named ‘Tex’ on it. They showed
an impressive amount of American
knowledge for two people who only ever
seemed to be in the gym to ‘gentlemanly’
help the larger-chested girls with their
bench press and who would tell you they
were from the Republic of Texas before
they’d say they were American.
8 | The mAGpie

his winter, Devon Communities Together (DCT) has been helping people who are unable to
Tconfidence.
get online and access the Internet due to poor (or no) equipment, or lack of skills or
They want those who are currently ‘digitally excluded’ to be able to enjoy the

benefits of the digital world, especially while Covid-19 means that many more aspects of our
daily lives are now online, from chatting to family and friends to medical appointments and
much more. The DCT poster explains the information you need.
Please get in touch with Chris for a no obligations discussion: 07903 591481 or chris.huntwatts@devoncommunities.org.uk

Despite this lack of good luck, we still braved
going to the Fisherman’s for the monthly
Thursday pub quiz. We had a secret weapon
in our friend Dave, who is just one of those
people who somehow knows something
about pretty much everything: I’m pretty
sure his body is 90% grey matter and 10%
coal grit and disappointment (he is from the
North after all). I was once on a quiz team
with him for the school he and Chris taught
at. Chris was compèring the fundraising
evening, and Dave and I won... even though
the ‘team’ was just him and me - every time I
went to mouth an answer to him, he was
already halfway through writing it down.
The first round of our first ever village pub
quiz was all about village trivia. At first, we
felt doomed. But that new-found super
power of suddenly noticing ‘new’ things
kicked in, plus being new to the Village we
had only just read ‘Aveton Gifford:
a heritage’ so we had unwittingly revised far
more than expected.
Thank God we didn’t win, as we would then
have had to write and host the next one, but
we somehow came in with a respectable
score high up the league table.
As I write this, tonight Chris and I are hosting
the PTFA pub quiz at the Fisherman’s. We’ve
gone from aliens to hosts. There will be
some American-themed questions, but I’m
unaware of any parent being named Tex, so
it should be an even playing field. There are
lots of Village and Devon questions and a
whole round called “Things you should
know”. I’m hoping that other people have
picked up this gift of small place
observation... and for the love of God wish us
luck as we attempt in the musical round the
theme from ‘Murder, She Wrote’ on a slide
whistle and a kazoo.

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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School Report

News from the Hive

A
G

Garden Building

Lessons for Life

I

t has been a positive start to the new year
at the Hive - as ever the Preschool
remains popular and well used by children
from both Aveton Gifford and the
surrounding areas. There has continued to
be a bit of coronavirus related disruption, so
sadly we had to conclude that the Nativity
might not be feasible, given staff and
student absence. It was decided to draw the
Christmas raffle at the Preschool before half
term - the winners have received their
hampers, and were suitably delighted!
However, despite the disruptions, the Hive
has thankfully managed to stay open and
continue to provide a nurturing setting for
the children.
Following the AGM, Sarah Heywood was
elected as the incoming Chair of the
Committee, and a good number of new
Committee members have joined, which is
really good news for the future of the Preschool ! The energy and enthusiasm of
Committee members is crucial to helping
carry on the tradition of fundraising (the
Pre-school being run as an independent
charity) and provides a helpful link between
the Pre-school, parents and the wider
community. Any support with our
fundraising
efforts,
donations,
or
contributions, are always gratefully received
by the Committee and we hope to ensure
that the Hive continues to thrive.
We held a Pancake Day just after half term,
which, despite some terrible weather, was
well attended by children and parents, and
has kicked off the year's fundraising efforts.
Many thanks to Kingsbridge Morrison's
branch who kindly donated the ingredients
and helped this event to take place.
World Book Day saw many of the
children dressing up as their favourite
book characters and Comic Relief has
been celebrated with Crazy Hair Day.
These special events complement the
children's learning curriculum and are
always met with lots of enthusiasm !
'Toddlers' continues to be well
attended on a Monday, with, after a
slightly quieter period during the
12 | The mAGpie

pandemic,
increasing
numbers
of
parents
and
c h i l d r e n
coming each
week (9am 11am). It is
wonderful to
see so many
f a m i l i e s
benefit from
the
facilities
that the Hive
has to offer,
and for the younger children to become
familiar with the building, in advance of their
possibly joining the Pre-school.
Finally, some of the staff and Committee are
hoping to get working on rejuvenating the
Hive garden and creating a sensory
experience for the children to enjoy. The
Pre-school received a £500 donation from
Tesco's Community Grants scheme towards
the project, and we are getting things
organised this spring. It would be wonderful
if the local community might consider
donating some items towards the project we are looking for bags of compost, good
quality plant pots, sensory plants and bulbs
(herbs, scented, tactile), garden mirrors,
wind chimes, stepping stones, log slices, a
small fountain(!). If you think you have
something suitable, please consider bringing
it up to the carpark and leaving it in the
corner behind the summer house. We would
love to make the garden a special place for
the children to enjoy.

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

e have welcomed back our parents and
W
pupils to the second half of spring term
hoping for some brighter weather as we

move into summer, with more opportunities
for the children to be outside and enjoy the
School grounds and more outdoor learning.
We are really excited to share with you the
news that Mrs Belinda Fox and Mrs Alison
Naylor have both joined the AG team
working with children within the School as
support assistants. We're sure you will join us
in welcoming them to the School and
Community.
We would like to say a massive ‘Thank you!’
to all those who recently donated books to
the School as we celebrated World Book Day
on Thursday 3rd March by dressing up as our
favourite book characters and launching our
AG Reading Challenge.
This term, Swans have been learning about
‘Changes in Aveton Gifford’ in their history
lessons so Mrs Fletcher took the children on
a walk around the Village to identify any
differences from previous years.
Kingfishers meanwhile have been learning
about 'People who help us' and we would like
to express our gratitude to Will and Vicky for
coming in to talk to the children and teach
them about their role as vets. The children
loved learning about their uniforms, the
different animals that vets help and a
multitude of other aspects of the job. It was
great to see the children have such real-life
learning experiences.
We're so grateful to so very many members
of the Community for their continued
support to our School !
With many thanks from all at AG Primary,
Bryony Hayward, School Administrator.
Aveton Gifford C of E (VC) Primary School,
Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LB
tel: 01548 550262;
email: admin@avetongifford.devon.sch.uk,
website: www.avetongiffordprimary.co.uk
Like our page on Facebook: Aveton Gifford
C of E Primary School

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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It's nice to get "thank you's"
To whoever looks after
I am a rep for a local

this toilet and makes
sure it is open and clean

merchant and over the past
many years have been glad of
your facility to spend a penny.

THANK YOU
SO MUCH

I retire at the end of Sept and

I am a bus driver and there

hope this £10 will help keeping

are no other toilets open

the facilities open for future

early in the morning, I

reps

seriously don’t know what I
would do without this one.

Big Thanks

♡

Summer's Coming

01548 550284

reparations for summer are in full swing at the pub with the
P
Capewell Family all taking on second jobs as they work on the
refurbishment of the downstairs hospitality areas. They're all tired as

heck but it will be really worth it as they develop facilities that will
make the most of the ability for patrons to move between in and out
as the mood takes them. Even the new beer cooler will help as it is
much quieter and only comes on intermittently - the old hum replaced by that from happy
customers.
On routine matters, booking for Easter Sunday (12-3pm) is strongly advised with a great time
promised and 2 courses for £12.50 or 3 for £15.00.
Another good sign of the return to normality is that there have been a couple of really good
Quiz Nights recently, with the old spirit coming back. So, go on, give it a go: 'Thurd Thursday'
of the month ie April 21st and May 19th, starting at 7.30pm with the quiz itself at 8.00.
Libby has also been running competitions to raise money for victims of the Ukraine crisis (last
time £150) with participants looking to win food hampers and other great prizes. There'll be
another one coming up during April. The pub is also acting as a drop-off point for goods to be
taken over to Eastern Europe by the volunteers who recently appeared on the front page of
the Gazette.
Summer hours will be coming in from mid-April so, for the details and any other things that
may be happening, check out the Pub’s own Facebook page or the Aveton Gifford FB page;
also of course you can telephone 01548 550284.
As always, steady as she goes, keep safe and please ... TRADE LOCAL.

Aveton
Gifford

B

Fisherman’s Rest

Allotment
Association

Just a Little Blow

t’s spring again and a busy time at the allotments as we start another growing
Icouple
season.Luckily we did not suffer too much damage last month from the storms, just a
of sheds blown over.
If you would like to go on the waiting list for a plot, contact Richard.Cole2@networkrail.co.uk

Boost Your Spring Makeover with a £1,000
Voucher

he AG Village Shop Association
Tboost
participates in the SeaMoor Lotto to help
its fundraising, so you, by playing this
weekly lottery, can benefit both our village
shop service and win a big prize.
On 23rd April there’s an extra chance to win
a £1,000 B&Q Voucher - that’s on top of the
weekly guaranteed cash prize, AND the
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Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

chance to win the £25,000 jackpot ! There's
no need to buy a separate ticket - you’ll
automatically be entered into the special
draw.
Further details via the AGVSA fundraising
page …
www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/avetongifford-village-shop-association
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Nature Notes

By
Rodney Bone

Wildfowl and Wader Numbers on River Avon
Estuary 2021

The Minister’s
Review
by Rev’d
Matt Rowland

New Life
very spring a couple of dozen daffodils
E
burst from the ground behind one of the
ancient and weathered grave stones in

Modbury churchyard. It is as if the grave is
being opened up and out of it is bursting
new life. It always reminds me of a line from
a hymn:
There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave He rose again !
The Christian conviction is that if Jesus got
through death Himself, He can get me
through. In His resurrection, He is like a
needle that goes through a tapestry - He
bursts through death and comes out the
other side. And we’re like the thread - if we
are attached to Him, we will follow through;
the key is to be attached to Him.
Have a wonderful Easter and, as always, you
are more than welcome to join us for one of
our Easter church events.

Church Diary
April
Sun 3rd 11 am
Sunday Worship
Sun 10th 10:30am Palm Sunday
Donkey
Procession
11am
Family
Communion
Thu 14th 7pm
Maundy
Thursday Holy
Communion
Fri 15th 10:30am Good Friday
Procession and
service in Church
Sun 17th 11 am
Easter Day
Family
Communion
Sun 24th 11 am
Songs of Praise
May
Sun 1st
Sun 8th

Sunday Worship
Holy Communion
with children’s
group
Sun 15th 11am
Sunday Worship
Sun 22nd 11am
Sunday Worship
Sun 29th 10:30am Team Service at
Modbury

Winter Highlights, with Eric Wotton
4 Jan: 6 Glossy Ibis
10 Jan: 6 Black-tailed Godwit on SEM
11-15 Jan: 4 Pink-footed Geese Hatch
Bridge
21 Jan: 1 male Shoveler Duck
23 Jan - 8 Mar: 2 Green Sandpipers
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13 Feb: 1 Sanderling on SEM
6 Mar: 1 Knot
8 Mar: 4 Pink-footed Geese Hatch
Bridge
SEM = South Efford Marsh

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

11am
11am

Donation of Money to Ukraine
St. Andrew's Church are making a donation to the situation in Ukraine through the
Disaster Emergency Committee member Tearfund.
If anyone would like to add to this, they should please put the money in a sealed
envelope with 'Ukraine' written on it in the postbox of Neil & Caroline Barker at
Stonecot, Fore Street (opposite the Village Shop) before Easter April 17th.
If you wish to pay by cheque please make it payable to 'Tearfund'.

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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St. Andrew’s Church Aveton Gifford

Palm Sunday walk with
donkey to the Church
10.30am 10th April

Meet outside the
Fisherman’s Rest
Followed by 11am HC
family service
with children’s
group

Kids' Church: St Andrew’s Church,
Aveton Gifford
❖
❖
❖

2nd Sunday monthly at 11am
All children and families are
welcome. Bible story, games,
craft and fun for all ages.
Contact: Sara Chapman:
s.chapman@modburyteam.org

mAGpie Advert Rates

St. Andrew’s Church Aveton Gifford

Children’s Easter
Craft Workshop

St Andrew’s Church Aveton Gifford

Springtime
Songs of Praise

in Aveton Gifford Memorial Hall
on Saturday 9th April

on Sunday

3 – 4.30pm

24th April

ages 5-11 (school age)

At 11.00 am

Advertising is welcome in support of our Parish magazine, which is published
bi-monthly and distributed free of charge to every house in the Parish, as well
as through the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrews Church circulation >450.
Advertisers are kindly requested to supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form.
Please contact David Stevens [davidc_stevens@yahoo.co.uk] for more
information.
After 3 years at old levels, rates will be increasing by an average of 4% with
effect from 1st April 2022. The table below shows the p.a. cost for 6 insertions
(payable in advance please):
Size

AG Parish Resident

Non-resident

Old rate £

New rate £

Old rate £

New rate £

159

165.60

216

224.30

£2 per child - essential to book
Caroline Barker (550730)
Stonecot, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford

Come and sing some favourite hymns
All very welcome

Whole page
Half page

79.50

82.80

108

112.20

cbprints@btinternet.com

Quarter page

52.50

54.60

66

69

Booking forms also available in the Village
Shop

Eighth of page

37.50

39

52.50

54.60
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Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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GREENLANDS NURSERY
Higher Wizaller Farm, Modbury, PL21 OSE
(From AG, 2 miles up Church Lane on right)
HANGING BASKETS
Orders taken for wire baskets lined
with super moss 12”, 14” and 16” from £14
Jack’s magic all purpose compost
60 Litres £6.50
Selection of shrubs, bedding, vegetable
plants,
perennials and herbs
Local & excellent value.
We are a small family run business, Covid
safe.
Deliveries can be arranged
Telephone 01548 550491 or 07534 611587

Email: brendagreenlandsmodbury@yah
oo.com

MARTIN MOWS
MARTIN FLEETWOOD
MOWING – STRIMMING
HEDGECUTTING
GARDEN MAINTENANCE
POND MAINTENANCE
Professional Friendly Reliable
No lawn too large or small
Over 35 years experience
managing estates

Modbury Caring Befriending Service
The Befriending Service aims to help alleviate
the suffering of people in lonely and isolated
conditions by matching them up with a
‘Befriender’ who will visit them regularly.
They may visit just for conversation or for shared
activities such as hobbies or games.
To accompany someone on a short walk or
specific event or to take them on an enjoyable
outing, e.g. to a town, a garden centre, coffee
shop, or to the coast.
If you have an interest in offering a couple of
hours per week as a Befriender or in receiving
regular visits from a Befriender please contact:Sheila, Befriending Co-ordinator, on 07554
997140 and leave a message with your name
and number. Your call will be returned.

Please call to discuss your
requirements
07771892916 – 01752 896298

22 | The mAGpie

Keep up to date with our facebook page: www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford

Visit our village website at www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

The mAGpie | 23

Talking Shop

With Easter just around the corner, we now have in stock fresh hot
cross buns from Hallets. Also, a large selection of Easter eggs - as
well as things to help the adults celebrate the occasion !
From Blake’s Bakery, a family run business from Liskeard which
prides itself on its use of natural and local ingredients, we have a
variety of cakes, as well as small and large steak pasties and sausage
rolls. Deliveries come in every Wednesday.
Langage Farm is even closer to home and their clotted cream is made using the finest
milks and creams from Jersey and Guernsey cows. They are proud that it's made to a
traditional recipe, in small batches, and advise that it can be used for creating both sweet
and savoury dishes, as a butter replacement or just dolloped onto a Devon scone (as if you
needed that advice !) Deliveries come in on a Thursday.
Post Office
We have to point out please that the post office is not a bank, as a few customers are under
the impression it works like a mainstream bank. This is not the case and any foreign currency
you need must be pre-ordered and will be sent to the branch direct. When you collect it you
will need your photo ID and the same bank card you paid with. That said, we do currently
have a small amount of euro currency on hand.
Parcel Force parcels need to be in branch before 12pm Monday to Friday. Meanwhile, any
mail posted through the branch needs to arrive before 3.30pm.
We can only accept Royal Mail and Parcel Force parcels for customers and from no other
couriers. For all collections of parcels you will need to have your tracking number and photo
ID.
Banking
When customers are making a cash deposit, we cannot accept more than £2000 cash in
branch. For in-branch cash withdrawals, they are classified the same way as from an ATM
and you need to use your debit card and PIN number up to a limit of £100.
For cash withdrawals, you cannot demand how the money comes (ie the denomination of
the notes). On the other hand you can pre-order with at least 3 working days notice larger
amounts of notes and coins; there will normally be a small charge from the Post Office for
this service.
Yes, lots of rules we're afraid, but it’s the way things are and not
something we control.
STOP PRESS!
Last minute news as we go to press, is that Kathleen's Post
Office assessment has been successful and she is now the
official Postmaster for Aveton Gifford. Well done, Kathleen !

Normal Opening Hours - Please note:
Shop hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9 - 4; Thursday: 9 - 5. Friday: 10 (for
deliveries!) - 5; Saturday: 9 - 12; Sunday: 9 - 11
Post Office hours: Mon - Fri 9/10 - 4; closed Saturdays and Sundays

Together we are stronger - Trade Local!
Contact: Tel 01548 550996
Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
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