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Step in to Christmas

Published for the
residents of Aveton
Gifford with the
support of Aveton
Gifford Parish
Council.

If there is such a thing as a new tradition
then we do have a new tradition in Aveton
Gifford with the ceremony of switching
on the lights on the village Christmas
tree, arranged by the Sports and Lesuire
Committee.
Saturday December 3rd is a busy day
with the PTFA holding their Christmas
Fair in the afternoon, and then at 6pm
we gather at the Memorial Hall
with lanterns, torches and carols.
The procession will sing its way to
the Fisherman’s Rest where the
Christmas tree is blessed, and then
lit.
Inside the Fisherman’s,
Mince Pies and Mulled wine are
provided, and then to round off the evening,
the Taverner’s Drama Group will provide a short Christmas
Anthology of performance, community singing, readings and
drama aided by schoolchildren from the Primary school.
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he annual
placing of
a Garden of
Remembrance
in the grounds
of the
Memorial Hall might not have
continued this year. However
the wish of the Aveton Gifford
Branch of the Royal British

Legion was answered by the
School. Headteacher, Heather
Slater, arranged for the
schoolchildren to complete the
Garden with rope, poppies and
crosses, ready for the Blessing
on Saturday November 5th.
On Armistice Day, at the
eleventh hour, schoolchildren
stood in silence at the Garden.

Have a Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year
Deadline for copy for next issue: 15th Jan 2012

Aveton Gifford Renewable
Energy Consultation
We are all increasingly
aware of the importance
of our household energy
consumption in relation
to our changing climate.
There is convincing research
available which shows
that household energy
consumption creates a large
proportion of our national
CO2 emissions. On top of
this, many of us are finding
it increasingly hard to pay
our energy bills and this is
very likely to continue into
the future. Without any
action, it is quite possible
that we will find ourselves
lacking the affordable
energy that we have taken
for granted thus far.
What we can do about
this situation is a matter
of hot debate, but one
thing is certain, we do need
to debate, and hopefully
agree, on a solution. The
Government has made a
commitment to reduce our
carbon dioxide output by
50% by 2025 which is not
an easy task, but it does
mean that there is official
support for local initiatives
and probably funding.
On a local level, a group
of people from different
specialist backgrounds have
been meeting to investigate
the viability of renewable
energy for Aveton Gifford.
This village, along with
the South West of Devon,
is blessed with a plentiful
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in the face of increasing
fuel costs and depleted
oil reserves. A starting
point would be to bring
the community together
in various ways over the
coming months in order to
begin this essential process
of discussion, research and
debate about how to tackle
the problems we and our
children could face in the
future.
If you want to get
involved, learn more or
even oppose at this very
early stage, look out for
posters, articles in the
mAGpie, or get in touch
with Tim Abrahall, either
through the Parish Council,
or directly via his mobile
which is 07967 320225.

supply of wind. This makes
a wind turbine an attractive
and practical source of
renewable energy, with
the potential to provide
an income for community
projects in the future.
Nationally some
individuals and groups have
opposed wind turbines in
their locality, and several
impassioned objections
to their siting have been
raised. Likewise for us
there are questions around
many aspects, not least
how would a wind turbine
look? Would we be able to
see it from the village, our
house, our
back garden?
Will it affect
wildlife,
particularly
bird and bat
... caring for more than 300
populations?
homes around the areas of
And is there
Salcombe & Kingsbridge
a possibility
of noise
pollution
Why not enjoy the ‘Pebbles
or radio
finish’ in your own home?
interference?
To find
meaningful
Housekeeping & Cleaning
answers to
these and
(Domestic & Holiday Home)
many other
Telephone: 01548 843680
questions is
a vital part of
the process
as we try to
Pebbles of Salcombe Ltd
seek ways of
4 Island Square, Island St, Salcombe
living more
sustainably

You matter on local matters

It is more than 10 years
since a Parish Plan for
Aveton Gifford was produced. A new Plan will be
produced during next year
and it starts with you and all
the other people who live or
have property in the Parish
of Aveton Gifford.
The initial work on producing a questionnaire is already
underway, and whilst there
is a temptation to cover a

wide range of topics, it is
essential to focus on achievable wishes and aims from
within our community.
The issue of mAGpie that
is distributed in early April
2012 will include the Parish
Plan Questionnaire, and will
be delivered by hand to each
residence in the Parish. Your
role in this exercise is vital
and important. The Questionnaire will be compre-

hensive and concise; for it
to be effective, the response
level needs to be as high as
possible, and the range and
quality of the answers is just
as important.
This article aims to flag up
your opportunity to have
your say, and to influence
local issues. You will be
asked, and it’s your responsibility to answer.

Christmas Choral Concert in St Andrews
Last year’s Concert by the BBC South West Chamber Choir had to be cancelled as
the icy grip of winter started to take hold. With the hope and wish for no impediments
this year, Resonet will be performing a Concert of Christmas Music in St Andrew’s
Church, Aveton Gifford on Saturday December 17th starting at 6pm.
Resonet is a small chamber choir conducted by Martyn Oates, Political Editor for
BBC South West, and is drawn mainly from the staff of BBC South West in Plymouth,
with a few very welcome guests. Most of the choir spend their professional lives
working on the BBC’s regional television and radio programmes in the South West Spotlight, the Politics Show and Inside Out.
We sing music ranging from the Middle Ages to the 20th century: from Renaissance
motets and madrigals to jazz standards from the ‘20s and ‘30s.
The group takes its name from the beautiful Mediaeval German carol Resonet in
Laudibus, a favourite item in our Christmas repertoire.
We have performed in many different venues, from the beautiful parish church
in Blisland to the convivial Barrel House in Totnes. We have also performed at the
Polperro Festival and are regular invitees at the National Trust property of Cotehele in
the Tamar Valley.
Tickets for the St Andrew’s Christmas Concert can be
obtained from the Aveton Gifford Village Shop and
Post Office and cost £5.

www.pebblesofsalcombe.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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BRNC paves the Way
Again the village has
had the benefit of a visit
from Officer Cadets from
the Britannia Royal Naval
College in Dartmouth. The
aim is to use their labour
and skills to supplement
the community’s work and,
where possible complete a
task within a day’s work.
The public path that
extends from the Rectory
Stables to Parson’s Brook,
beside the Tennis Court,
is increasingly being used
by Tennis Players, Shop

Customers and visitors to
the Memorial Hall. When
it is wet, the path becomes
very muddy with the
resulting mud getting on to
the floor of the Shop and
the Tennis Court etc.
After some excavation,
some 8 tons of gravel was
shifted by the Cadets,
levelled and compacted.
Excess gravel was used to
fill holes in the Stables Car
Park.
We salute work of the
Cadets done in an excellent

Warm
yourself this
winter
Burn Tim’s Nuts
Briquettes made
from wood
shavings.
Delivered to your
Door

Tel 07967320225

spirit with the right level
of good humour and
organisation.

Hi Everyone
Well, I have been in the shop for over a year now and time
has flown by. I have to say that I have enjoyed almost every day
of it apart from the day of the burglary and one or two other
instances. I would like to thank you all for being so understanding
during the times when things haven’t quite gone to plan.
For your information I am now providing a Dry Cleaning, Shoes
Repairs and a Wash/Dry/Ironing Service as well. The Dry Cleaning
and Washing Services are collect on a Monday or Thursday and deliver the following
Thursday or Monday; the Shoe Repair Service takes a week.
Dartmouth Dairy are also delivering Fresh King Scallops from Brixham, I can order on
a Wednesday for delivery Friday or Saturday. £11.95 per dozen.
Christmas is upon us again and I shall be doing the Christmas Ordering Booklet again
this year so do pick one up
from the shop, they will be
XMAS OPENING HOURS
available from the beginning of
December.
Below are the opening times of the Aveton Gifford
Please remember that the
Community Shop and Post Office over the holiday
Post Office side of the business period:is open 7 days a week just the
same as the shop, so you can
Christmas Eve (Sat)
8.30am to 3.00pm
post letters etc anytime in the
Christmas Day		
Closed
lead up to Christmas.
Boxing Day
Closed
I would like to take this
Tuesday 27th December 8.30am to 11.30pm
opportunity of wishing you
			
Post Office - Closed
all, from my staff and myself,
New Year’s Eve		
8.30am to 3.00pm
a wonderful Christmas and a
New Year’s Day		
Closed
very happy New Year.
Monday 2nd January
Closed
Sarah Tuesday 3rd January
8.00am to 6.00pm
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Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Dec/Jan Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford

At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
December
Saturday 3rd
6.00pm Meet at the Memorial Hall for the Christmas Lights ‘Parade’
through the village to the Fisherman’s Rest
Monday 5th
7.30pm Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 7th 1.30pm Aveton Gifford Primary School Nativity at St Andrew’s Church
Thursday 8th
6.00pm Aveton Gifford Primary School Nativity at St Andrew’s Church
7.30pm W.I. – Christmas Bring and Share Supper
Wednesday 14th 5.30pm Aveton Gifford Primary School Christingle Service at St Andrew’s Church
Friday 16th
2.30pm Aveton Gifford Pre-School Nativity at St Andrew’s Church
January Diary
Monday 9th
Thursday 12th
Regular Events
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays

7.30pm Parish council
7.30pm W.I. – From Waste to Resource with Andrew Barron
3.00-4.30pm
7.30-9.30pm
6.00-7.00pm
9.15-10.15am
7.30-9.00pm

Monday Club
Lupridge Singers (Term ends 13th Dec, New Term
10th Jan)
Zumba
Zumba
Line Dancing (except WI nights). Line Dancing is
now returning to its original time.

Pre-School Now at ‘The Hive’
Monday, Tuesday,
9.00-12.00
Wednesday & Friday
12.00-1.00
1.00-3.30
Thursday
9.00-12.00
12.00-1.00
Tuesday and Thursday

8.00-9.00am

Monday

9.45-11.45am

Morning Sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon Sessions
Morning Sessions
Lunch Club
No Afternoon Session
Breakfast Club
(More mornings subject to demand)
Parents & Toddlers

School, Pre-School, Parents & Toddlers break up for Christmas Holidays on Friday 16th
Dec. School Spring Term begins on Wednesday 4th Jan, Parents & Toddlers on Monday
9th, Pre-School on Tuesday 10th

LUPRIDGE SINGERS CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Lupridge Singers have a Christmas concert at Ermington Church on Saturday 17th
December at 7.30pm. The programme is Magnificat - Sammartini, Fantasia on Christmas
Carols - Vaughan Williams, A Cermony of Carols - Britten and A selection of Christmas
Carols. Tickets include a glass of wine or soft drink and are £9 in advance or £10 on the
door, Students and children £4.50 in advance and £5 on the door. Tickets available at
Pickles of Modbury and from Choir members
Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Clean Sweep for Jayne

I

t’s an uphill battle,
particularly at this time of
the year, keeping the road

and pavement to Icy Park
safe and clear. The extra
and conscientious help of a

Sparkling Events for Diamond Jubilee

hand driven broom powered
by Jayne White has earned
recognition from Tor Homes.

Jayne White (second from right) was
given the ‘Commitment to Tor Homes
Resident Involvement Award’. She
received a certificate and voucher. Jayne
has been living at Icy Park, for the past
ten years and can often be found tidying
up and planting. She also represents the
area on consultation panels run by Tor
Homes. Her nomination stated: “Jayne
is what I call a true residents’ person.
She keeps the estate so beautifully
clean. She is perfect as our estate
representative”

Dec / Jan Diary at St Andrew’s Aveton Gifford
December
Fri 2nd
Sat 3rd
Sun 4th
Wed 7th
Thurs 8th

Sun 18th
Sat 24th
Sun 25th

7pm
6pm
11am
2pm
2pm
6pm
11am
5.30pm
2.30pm
7pm
11am
11pm
11am

Youth group at Challons Combe
Christmas Lights from the Memorial Hall
Family service
Primary school Nativity
Prayer group at 17 Icy Park
Primary school Nativity
Holy Communion
Primary school Christingle
Preschool Nativity
Youth group at Challons Combe
Carol service
Christmas Eve Communion till Midnight
Christmas day Family Communion

January Diary
Sun 1st
Thurs 5th
Sun 8th
Thurs 12th
Sun 15th
Thurs 19th
Sun 22nd
Sun 29th

10.30am
7.30pm
11am
2pm
11am
7.30pm
11am
10.30am

Area Team service at St George’s Modbury
Team Prayer meeting at St Andrew’s
Holy Communion
Prayer group at 17 Icy Park
Morning Prayer
PCC
Family Communion
Team service at St. Lawrence Bigbury

Sun 11th
Wed 14th
Thurs16th
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Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

T

here will be many facets
to the Diamond Jubilee
Celebrations in Aveton
Gifford to mark the 60 year
reign of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II.
Ron Skeates heads a
small group of individuals
from organisations from
within the Parish that are
participating and arranging
events across the Jubilee
weekend.
Much of the detail
remains to be put in place,
although there will be
events throughout the
Jubilee weekend and the
Bank Holiday Monday.
Aveton Gifford will play
its part in the National
events when a Beacon will

be lit.
St Andrew’s Church
will have a special display
of Flowers; and the
Parish Project Group will
be displaying some of
photographs that trace the
history of the village. On
Sunday June 3rd there will
be a Thanksgiving Service
in the morning, and a Songs
of Praise service in the
evening .
Memorial Hall
Grounds will be the
location for a Parish Picnic
(Bring your own food) with
accompanying music, and
where everyone is expected
to wear Fifties gear and
enjoy Spam sandwiches!!!
Recreation Field will

host a
Village
Olympic
Games
featuring
the more
traditional
events
and races
– Egg and Spoon Race,
Sack Race, Wellie Throwing,
Three-legged race etc.
Your Place is where
you are invited to display
a Jubilee Window Box or
Hanging Basket themed in
Red, white and Blue. Prizes
for the best.
There could be more,
so keep looking at the AG
website and reading magpie.

BIGBURY GOLF CLUB
Have you heard the buzz at Bigbury
from the Juniors to the Seniors?
Looking to join a new Golf Club?
Membership available with NO JOINING FEE (temporarily suspended)
99Superb course with great greens, good all year round
99Stunning scenery in all directions
99Famously friendly atmosphere
99Encouragement for all ages, male and female
Please call 01548 810557
Ask for Nigel Blenkarne
PGA Master Professional			

www.bigburygolfclub.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Know your Parish
Time of War

W

ith the holding
of memorial
services, and the ninetieth
anniversary of the Royal
British Legion, ones
thoughts turn to times of
war experienced by the
parish. Both world wars
had a particular effect
and the Home Guard was
the subject of a piece in
“mAGpie” no. 74.
This article is more
concerned with the first
world war for which not
only men were recruited,
but also horses, which were
in great demand to haul
guns and wagons as well as
provide means of transport
for officers. Drives were
held from time to time, the
first being held in 1914 near
the “Kings Arms”.
Recruitment drives
for men were held in the
same location as is shown,
although an awful lot of
women seem to have turned
up! Note the recruitment
Officer in the foreground
The navy also required
many recruits, one of them
being Dorothy Bone’s
father who had been a
regular sailor. He had retired
in 1912, but was one of the
first to be recalled to duty
in 1914.
By the end of the war
about eighty men had
served and sadly fourteen
had lost their lives. Their
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by Ken Doughty

names are inscribed on a
tablet in the church porch,
which was miraculously
undamaged when it was
bombed in the Second
World War. They also
appeared on the war
memorial, which was
unveiled in 1921 by the local
M.P. Colonel J.B. Mildmay.
The Royal British Legion
was formed in the same
year.
The ladies were not left
out of involvement, some
taking over farm work to
replace men who had gone
in the forces. This was
the first appearance of the
Women’s
Land Army
which played
such an
important
role in the
Second
World War,
though
they wore
armbands
to indicate
their status,
instead of the
uniform worn
by the later
group. Other
ladies became
nurses.
The 1914 –
18 generation
had some
consolation
in thinking

they were fighting the “War
to end all wars”. How wrong
they were. The 1939- 45
conflict caused even greater
death and devastation and
directly affected even this
small Devon village when
it was bombed in 1943. On
a personal note I can still
remember the sadness on
my father’s face when he
saw me off at the station to
join the Navy. He had spent
a great deal of the First
World War in the trenches
and both his sons were now
involved in a struggle against
the same enemy.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Nature Notes

by Rodney Bone

The Rose Coloured Starling

M

y first record for
Aveton Gifford. I had
been checking the ringed
swans along the tidal road
and was driving back when
I noticed a largish flock of
starlings close to Timbers
car park. They landed on
the telegraph wires so I
stopped the car to count
them. There were over 300
but one stood out from the
rest. It was much paler with

browny, black wings and tail
and its bill was shorter and
thicker with a little yellow
on it. The starlings flew off
several times when disturbed
by crows and a kestrel. The
juvenile Rose Coloured
Starling was easy to pick out
when they landed again. I
contacted Eric who found
the bird again and managed
to film it.
They normally breed in

Eastern Europe (Hungary)
and winter in India.
Some especially juveniles
will come with flocks of
common starlings to spend
the winter here.
The only previous reord
for Aveton Gifford was
one that was shot by the
Rev Kerr Vaughan in 1834.
From 1932 - 2009 only nine
birds have been recorded
during October in Devon.

Autumn Highlights by Rod Bone & Eric Wotton
• 17 Sept - 1 Black Tailed
Godwit, still present 1
Bar Tailed Godwit,
• 18 Sept to 4 Oct
- 1 Whimbrel
• 25 Sept - 6 Green
Sandpipers
• 8 Oct - Pair of Eqyptian
Geese return
• 14 Oct - First Pair of
Stonechats since last
winter.

• 15 Oct - 38 Mute Swans
• 24 Oct - 1 Black
Resdtart, Brooke Court
• 5 Nov - Black RedStarts
at Pullens Close and
garage on the bridge
• 6 Nov - 8 Little Grebe,
1 Great Bustard at
Thurlstone with number
90 tag on wing. The last
record in Devon was in
1905

• 8 Nov - 300 Wigeon, 14
Turnstones at Batham,
still with us 1 juvenile
Bewick Swan
• 9 Nov - 6 Common
Sandpipers, 1 Dunlin
• 13 Nov - 2 Swans with
rings BCA and AXT
from Abbotsbury
Swannery in Dorset

Jubilee Coin from Bigbury Mint

H

ere’s a unique way in which Aveton Gifford will be marking the
Diamond Jubilee. A medallion has been commissioned from Bigbury
Mint in Ermington. The medallion is struck in solid
bronze and measures 36.6mm in diameter. Each
medallion is available for £7.50.
Supplies will be available in time
for Christmas; specific news will be
issued on the Community Website, and
through the Community Shop.
The initial artwork has been produced
with the help of an anonymous donation of £250, and the
Sports and Leisure Committee have provided £100.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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The Minister’s
Review
T

Flowers by Rachael
Rachael Quick ICSF

by Terry
Valiant

he Bible tells us that
Christ is the Alpha
and the Omega, the
beginning and the end,
the first and the last. And,
at the beginning of our
Christian Year, is Advent.
Advent – an arrival, a
coming into being. It means
we’re looking forward to
something, in this case to
Christmas – the time of the
birth of Jesus, the Son of
God.
Have you noticed
children as it gets near their
birthdays? Everything builds
from about 2 weeks before
the event. They wonder
what presents they will get.
They start thinking about
parties and who to invite.
The older ones will start
dropping hints. They start
getting excited.
This is what Advent is
about; anticipation and
excitement. It gives us the

time to think about what
Christmas really means. It
gives us the opportunity
to look forward to it. It
enables us to grow more
excited as the time draws
near. Not excited by the
secular conventions that
surround us: you know,
buying expensive presents
just to impress, sending
cards to people you never
think about the rest of the
year, stringing 6 million
fairy lights over your house
and topping it off with a
large plastic, floodlit Father
Christmas – all in the best
possible taste of course.
Christmas isn’t about
bigger and better; it’s
about the birth of a baby
and being quiet. It’s not
about receiving, but giving.
Advent means looking
forward, with anticipation
and hope, not just to
Christmas, but to the

Claire Louise Hill
CHRISTMAS
FLOWERS AT
ST ANDREWS
Would you like to donate a flower in memory
of a loved one which we
can place in one of the
arrangements that decorate the village church
for the festive season?
Please give your donation and the names of
those you wish to be
remembered, which
will be displayed on a
commemorative card, to
Karen Rowse
Tel: 01803 867097
greatest gift of all – the gift
of Jesus coming into our
world, and into our hearts
and lives. Now THAT’S
exciting!
Have a wonderful
Christmas. - Terry

AG Bypass – Olympic Way?
On Sunday May 20th 2012
the Olympic Torch, having
started its journey in Greece,
will be carried through the
South Hams on its way to
the opening ceremony in
London. Final details are yet
to be published but there
will be torch bearers from
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the locality to carry and
escort the Flame through
Modbury and Kingsbridge.
To hasten the torches journey, a number of miles will
be covered on four wheels
rather than two feet. Keep
an eye out for details.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Professional Painter
and Decorator
Pastures New, Shute Lane, South
Milton, Kingsbridge TQ7 3JL
Home 01548 561161
Mobile 07976129162

Award Winning – Fully Qualified –
Fully Insured

tel: 01548 550642
mobile 07989 771382
weddings
funerals
special occasions
parties/functions
home appointments
seasonal decorations for every occasion
Former of Rosemary, est 25 years family business

MOBILE HAIR STYLIST
TEL: 0777 992 3502
Too busy to get to the hairdressers?
Then, let me come to you!.
I am a fully qualified, professional hairdresser.

Web design with zest.
I am a well qualified and experienced web designer
and I’m now able to work full-time from the studio
in my home in Aveton Gifford offering the following:
Quality, bespoke web design with a
personal touch.
Complete design package, including
graphics, video, audio & flash animation.
Professional and personal service with
excellent communication.
Contact Amy Clayton for a free consultation.
email: amy@limelight-webstudio.co.uk
phone: 07796 266559
web: www.limelight-webstudio.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Tilly Downing

Curtains
Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

BSc, POD, MCh.S
STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

Home visits or in-surgery treatment

Three years training,
Very safe and thorough

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

FLETE
GARDENS

TEL: 01548 550072

The Laurels, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford

opposite the car park – near the school

Kids Stuff Good As New

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance

Come to buy best quality pre-owned children’s
clothes, toys, games, prams, nursery equipment
for children aged 0 – 11

Tel: 01548 830435

Daily Opening Hours 10.00am to 12.30pm
Monday to Saturday

Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

1A Weymouth buildings, Station yard,
Kingsbridge TQ7 1ES (above Rendles)

07958 931414

SOUTH EFFORD HOUSE
Residential Home for the Elderly
BRIDGE END, AVETON GIFFORD
KINGSBRIDGE, DEVON TQ7 4NX
Telephone & fax
Kingsbridge (01548) 550141
Quality care in a loving environment

Fine Shine Ltd
Carpets & Upholstery
Oriental Rugs
(collection for workshop cleaning)
Domestic & Commercial

Valeting
Car-Boat-Caravan
Workshop or mobile service
Why not leave your car with us
while you work or shop?

Contact: 01548 854313 mobile 07989 300453 or 07971 247375
Unit 10 Orchard industrial Estate, Poplar Drive Kingsbridge TQ7 1SF
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