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Your Parish needs YOU…

Published for the
residents of Aveton
Gifford with the
support of Aveton
Gifford Parish
Council.

…well your thoughts, opinions and
answers, at least.

T

he questionnaire that starts the preparation and publishing
of a Parish Plan will be through your door with the April/
May issue of mAGpie. Every household in the Parish will have a
questionnaire and there are questions that involve each member
of a household. To make the results meaningful, and to give a
clear view of a wide range of individual
views, the greater the number of
responses the higher the level of
credence can be given to any plans
that the Parish Council put forward.
The questionnaire, once
completed, will be collected by
your Distributor of mAGpie.
This collection will be made in
the period up to 30th April 2012.
If it has not been collected by that
date can you please deliver the completed
questionnaire to the Community Shop and Post Office.
The questionnaire takes around 20 minutes to complete, and
that 20 minutes will form the future of the Parish, and your
influence on it.

Editorial Committee

The mAGpie editor is
John Coates assisted
by Ken Doughty.
Please speak to them if
you have any queries
regarding the copy - or
its editing - the adverts,
insets or deadlines.
John Coates can be
contacted on
01548 550907.
The Parish Pump section
is checked by a member
of the Parish Council
prior to printing.
Articles for issue number
79 must be submitted by
the 5th Mar 2012.

Village Hall – upgraded

Magpie illustration by Barbara Anstey

Magazine Production

Amy Clayton
amyjclayton@gmail.com
01548 550682
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Feb /Mar 2012

A

fter many words of congratulations for the renewed look
of the Memorial Hall, more praise was given when the
Christmas Season was celebrated in great style with festive
decorations inside and out.
And there’s more…. A major
investment has been made by the
Hall Committee by fitting a cutting
edge digital projection and music
system. These new facilities will add
to the existing range of reasons for the
Hall to be used and hired by offering facilities for Powerpoint
presentations, DVD and Digital Slide shows.
Deadline for copy for next issue: 15th Mar 2012

COME ON – DO IT YOURSELF
At the December meeting, the Parish Council was given a presentation by Erica Lewis
from the Land Society. Erica outlined the aims and objectives of the Land Society and
its commitment to helping rural communities have a higher level of control over the
provision of housing. The following is taken from The Land Society’s web site:
“As part of The Land Society’s purpose of rebuilding rural economies we have
identified that one major problem is the high cost of housing compared to rural
wages. We are therefore working with the Community Land Trust (CLT) organisation,
a regional Further Education college and Transition Town Totnes to develop
Community Land Trust (CLT) developments of village self-build sustainable homes.”
www.landsociety.org
This is designed to help solve the problem of local rural residents who are unable to
afford the high property prices in their South Devon villages by enabling local people to
find their own land and build their own homes.
To move forward and to gain an assessment of the level of interest in establishing a
project in Aveton Gifford, the Parish Council will arrange a Public Meeting to provide
more detail and more information from the Land Society. The bones of the activity are
as follows:
• a one-year evening course at a South Devon college; all the skills required to build
your own home
• a simple self-build design adaptable to family, local and site conditions
• a monthly ‘just-in-time’ supply of the required materials, locally-sourced where
possible
• a Community Land Trust (CLT) structure with shared equity and homes for locals,
affordable in perpetuity
• applicants trained to help find their own local potential development sites for small
numbers of homes
• planning under the new Community Right to Build due April 2011 (75% village
approval), or a community supported Planning Application
• Meets local housing numbers as identified by each Parish Council or community.

South Efford Marsh – DWT Open Day

T

he mild January
provided a warm
welcome to more than 120
visitors to South Efford
Marsh to mark the latest
wildlife reserve to be added
to Devon Wildlife Trust’s
portfolio.
Devon Wildlife Trust has
taken on the management of
the Marsh on a 21 year lease
A sequence of guided
walks led by experts walked
round the perimeter of
the site, utilising the newly
opened path to gain a
clear view of the ‘other’
side of the Estuary and
the Marsh. Distinguished
guests included a Bewick
Swan, a Black Swan, groups

of curlew and many of the
usual suspects; a researcher
from the University of
Plymouth gave the low
down on the botanical
species that were settling in
on the new tidal salt marsh,
and how monitoring of the
changes created through
the influx of salt water will
be part of her studies for a
PhD.
Having viewed the
Flora and Fowl there were
further questions about the
invertebrates and how the
tidal gate had affected their
presence on and under the
marsh. Right on cue, a mesh
net secured two shrimps –
one of the sea water variety,

and one of the fresh water
variety.
The site is now open
to visitors with the
requirement that they use
the peripheral path and
therefore keep disturbance
to wildlife to a minimum,
and avoid the sploshy and
marshy bits that could spoil
a peaceful and engaging
walk.

To be eligible, local applicants must meet local-needs housing criteria (agreed with the
local community) basically;
• children of local, long-time residents,
• have pre-school children, or children in local schools,
• work locally, especially in core/low paid
services, e.g; education, healthcare,
agriculture
If you have an interest in finding out more then
please e mail your name, address, and contact
number to our Parish Clerk – peter.javes@
btinternet.com typing SELF BUILD in the Subject
line.
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Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Parking and Planting in Timbers

T

he Parish Council has
again had to resist the
introduction of Parking
Charges in Timbers Car
Park. What seems now
to be an annual proposal
was included with a similar
consideration for Beesands
and South Brent.
AG Parish Councillors
resolved that representation
be made at the South Hams
District Council Joint
Scrutiny Committee, who
put forward appropriate
matters for action and
decision by the Executive
Committee. The Scrutiny
Committee sought
further information from
Council Officers about
the anticipated £27,000
income that would come
from charging at these
three proposed areas. So
no decision has been made
to introduce charges at
Timbers.
A Working
Party had
already been
set up, but not
yet reported,
on Car Parking
in general
across the
District
Councilowned
Car Parks.
Apart from
the three sites
in this specific
proposal, there are
around fourteen
additional sites where
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currently there is no
charging.
If you are a user
of Timbers you
will have noticed a
welcome improvement
to visibility and
appearance thanks
to South Hams
District Council’s
work in trimming and
strimming once the
team had finished an
extended season of
cutting grass, thanks
count them) have been
to a very mild autumn
planted, somewhat later
and winter . Snowdrops
than initially advised, but
are peering above ground
they are in the ground and
(thanks Rod Bone) and this
will make their presence
will be the second season
shown in due course.
for the two thousand
daffodil
bulbs
planted in
2010. Plenty
of Bluebells
(we didn’t
... caring for more than 300

homes around the areas of
Salcombe & Kingsbridge
Why not enjoy the ‘Pebbles
finish’ in your own home?
Housekeeping & Cleaning
(Domestic & Holiday Home)
Telephone: 01548 843680

Feb/Mar Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford

At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
February Diary
Saturday 4th
7.00pm A ‘Variety Evening of Local Talent’ in aid of the Memorial Hall
for
refurbishment. Refreshments for sale, Tickets £4 available
7.30pm from AG Post Office
Monday 6th
7.30pm Parish Council Meeting
Thursday 9th
7.30pm WI – ‘Working With Young People’, Sandra Coleman
March Diary
Monday 5th
Thursday 8th
Regular Events
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays

7.30pm Parish council meeting
7.30pm WI – ‘History of Stonehouse Barracks’, Colour Sergeant Gary
Chapman
2.00-4.00pm
7.30-9.30pm
6.00-7.00pm
9.15-10.15am
7.30-9.00pm

Monday Club
Lupridge Singers
Zumba
Zumba
Line Dancing (not the 9th)

Pre-School Now at ‘The Hive’
Monday, Tuesday,
9.00-12.00
Wednesday & Friday
12.00-1.00
1.00-3.30
Thursday
9.00-12.00
12.00-1.00
Tuesday and Thursday

8.00-9.00am

Monday

9.45-11.45am

Morning Sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon Sessions
Morning Sessions
Lunch Club
No Afternoon Session
Breakfast Club
(More mornings subject to demand)
Parents & Toddlers

School, Pre-School and Parents & Toddlers half term holiday 10th February

Message from A.G. Sports & Leisure
Committee
The tennis court has been professionally cleaned and weed
treated, please wear clean soft non-marking footwear on
court to help preserve the surface.

Pebbles of Salcombe Ltd
4 Island Square, Island St, Salcombe

www.pebblesofsalcombe.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Thank you,
Maggie Sharpe
Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Warm
yourself this
winter
Burn Tim’s Nuts
Briquettes made
from wood
shavings.
Delivered to your
Door

Tel 07967320225
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Support your Local Shop

A

s many of you will
know the Aveton
Gifford Shop Committee
held an AGM in
November of 2011, and
now the excitement of the
festive period is over the
committee is keen to wish
everyone in the community
a Happy New Year and
provide those not at the
AGM with an update on
how things are going. Last
year represented a busy
period for the shop and
Sarah Oatley’s first full year
of operation. There have
been a number of highs
such as the re-opening
of the Post Office, but
also some lows such as
the break-in towards the
latter end of the year.
The employment tribunal
process is still underway,
however the final stages of
this take place in the early
part of this year which
should finally bring closure
to this situation. As more
information becomes
available on this we will
update our shareholders
Looking forward to
2012 we have a number
of exciting challenges
ahead of us including the
plan to build an area of
decking in front of the
shop building which will
allow the addition of 4
tables for use as a café and
light refreshments facility,
which we hope will be a
welcome addition for the
summer months. To do
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this we are trying to raise
£2000 (see page opposite
for more details). This year
the committee is keen to
develop the understanding
that the shop is a
community focused project
and encourage the village
to use the building not
only as a place to purchase
groceries and access Post
Office facilities, but also
as a hub for village life.
The existence of the shop
building is thanks to the
support and interest of our
community and we are keen
for all to remain involved
and continue to support
this ongoing project. As we
are all aware times are hard
for businesses and families
as our economy faces a
difficult future. However
we should not forget we
are lucky to have a shop
and Post Office within
our parish at a time when
many such ventures are
disappearing. We would
like to take this opportunity
to encourage you all to
continue to support this
project, or face the very real
possibility of losing access
to not only a convenience
but also a means to enhance
the value of our homes and
community. Imagine how
we would miss this facility if
we didn’t have it?
With these thoughts
in mind we are very keen
to ask for your thoughts
and ideas on what
improvements, services,

AG SHOP CAFÉ DECKING 2012
We are looking for help to raise funds in order to add a 4 table outdoor café
area to the front of the shop for the 2012 summer season

and indeed stock, you feel
the shop could offer to
develop these goals. Sarah
will shortly be installing
a suggestions box at the
counter in which we would
invite you to deposit
your suggestions and
recommendations for how
we can enhance the shop
to better support the village
and your individual needs
The committee faces
a busy year and a lot of
hard work if we are to
achieve these goals, and
whilst we currently have
5 members we are always
looking for more support
and are particularly keen to
gain some assistance with
the administration side of
things. If you have a little
spare time you would be
happy to devote to the
community, we would be
delighted to hear from you.
Please let us know if you are
interested either at the shop
or by emailing committee@
agvillageshop.co.uk or
calling Rick Clayton on
550682. We hope you will
continue to support your
village shop and Post Office
and wish you an extremely
prosperous 2012.
AG Village
Shop Association

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Targets:
£2000 (decking) & £500 (canopy)
“A £500 grant from the Shop
Association has been agreed”
We need to seek the rest from:
• Grants
• An interest free loan?
• Fund raising events:
• Sponsored challenges
• Silent auction

If you’d like to help or have any ideas,
comments or suggestions please contact:
Rick Clayton
rickclayton@gmail.com
Colin Pearson
colin.pearson@solvfinance.com
John Harcus
john.harcus@homecall.co.uk or 550125

Fund raising ideas welcome!

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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MODBURY TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE
The Modbury (Tourist) Information Centre has been running for
approximately 25 years providing an essential service to tourists and
townsfolk alike. Our annual guide provides a vital link between local
traders and accommodation providers with prospective visitors. The
centre is run by volunteers and aside from some small grants is self
financing.
MANAGER

TREASURER

We need a Manager for the day to day
running of the office during the season
and to prepare the annual guide – liaising
with advertisers, printers and designers
etc. The role is part-time and hours very
flexible. It would suit someone who
enjoys meeting the public and providing
a community service. Good PC skills, an
eye for detail and creativity plus a real
desire to support the town are essential.

After many years of committed service
Frank Mullery has decided to step
down as our volunteer Treasurer. We
therefore need someone to take over
this key task. The work involves around
4 to 5 hours per month. Knowledge of
basic booking keeping is essential and
some experience of using Excel would be
helpful.

If you would like more information or wish to apply please ring Peter Preston on 01548
831324 or write to him at Lower Eastleigh Farm, Modbury PL21 0SH or
email prestons@onetel.com

BIGBURY GOLF CLUB
Have you heard the buzz at Bigbury
from the Juniors to the Seniors?
Looking to join a new Golf Club?
Membership available with NO JOINING FEE (temporarily suspended)
99Superb course with great greens, good all year round
99Stunning scenery in all directions
99Famously friendly atmosphere
99Encouragement for all ages, male and female

Nature Notes

by Rodney Bone

Mute Swans on the River Avon
2001 - 2011

M

ute swans are not the
brightest of birds and
in most years their nests
are flooded or washed
away by the high tides. In
the 70’s and early 80’s with
the help of some of my
pupils at Ford Secondary in
Plymouth I tried to rectify
this by building rafts. Later
the R.S.P.B. said that they
did not recommend this
Year

Max No.

2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
Totals

Dec - 65
Nov - 57
Nov - 63
Oct - 48
Oct - 51
Jan - 39
Nov - 49
Oct - 54
Oct - 62
Apr - 42
Dec - 41

as the swans would never
learn for themselves. In the
winter period the numbers
of swans increase with birds
coming from Slapton Ley,
the Kingsbridge Estuary,
Thurlstone and Plymouth.
Birds have even been
recorded from as far afield
as Northmberland and the
Swannery at Abbotsbury.

Nesting
Pairs

Cygnets
Hatched

3
4
3
3
1
2
3
4
3
2
2
30

6
3
0
0
5
0
6
5
2
8
3
38

Cygnets
alive end
of year
6
0
0
0
5
0
4
3
2
2
0
22

Winter Highlights
by Rod Bone
& Eric Wotton
• 15th Nov - Still present
1 Juvenille Bewick Swan,
247 Canada Geese at
South Efford Marsh, 1st
Redwings of winter
• 18 Nov - 1st Fieldfares
of Winter
• 20 Nov - 300 Wigeon, 6
Common Sandpipers
• 3 Dec - 220 Skylarks at
Stadbury
• 4 Dec - 1st Snowdrop
open exactly a month
earlier than last year
• 5 Dec - 2 Blacktailed
Godwit
• 13 Dec - 1st Shelduck
back
• 15 Dec - 5 Gadwall
• 18 Dec -10 Little Grebe
• 20 Dec - 2 wintering
Blackcaps at Timbers
• 31 Dec - 1 female Black
Redstart
• 5 Jan - 65 Lapwing, 1
Black Swan still present
• 14 Jan - 1 Glossy Ibis
over South Efford Marsh

Please call 01548 810557
Ask for Nigel Blenkarne
PGA Master Professional			
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www.bigburygolfclub.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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The Minister’s
Review

Flowers by Rachael
Rachael Quick ICSF

by
Michael Tagent

Claire Louise Hill

A Question of Service

O

n 6th February
2012, Her Majesty
The Queen celebrates 60
years on the throne. In
that time she has seen 12
Prime Ministers, from
Winston Churchilll to
David Cameron. Much
has changed since 1952.
Satellites, mobile phones,
digital cameras, iPads – the
list of new inventions and
products is endless. MDF
board, for example, dates
from the 1980s; the Channel
Tunnel was opened in 1994.
Throughout this time,
Queen Elizabeth’s conduct
and service have been an
example to all, and the
esteem in which she is
held is testimony to her
dedication. We thank her
and join the cry “God save
the Queen”.
Today’s society can

sometimes sneer at the
ideas of duty and service,
yet examples are all around
us. Soldiers serve their
country; shopkeepers serve
their customers. Young
people may serve an
apprenticeship; others may
serve on a committee. We
rely on the work of civil
servants (even though we
grumble when things are
not what we want), and
use servers to manage
our computer data. The
underlying themes are of
discharging duties and of
doing things which benefit
others.
Church services are
times when worshippers
recognise their duty and
service to God. At least,
that is how it should be.
In some churches (not, of
course, ours!) people act as

though God were involved
in running a chain of social
clubs, places where they can
go for the enjoyment when
they feel like it.
True worship is where
people acknowledge that
God is their Creator, the
King of kings. Christians
are called to be servants
(literally, ‘slaves’) of God’s
Son, Jesus Christ. He is
their Lord and Master, and
they serve him willingly.
Christianity is about taking
every opportunity to
proclaim his message of
love and salvation by word
of mouth and the quality
of our lives. That message
– the message of the
Christmas angels – is to let
Jesus be at the centre of life,
and to know his blessings,
today and for ever.
Michael Tagent

WI COFFEE MORNING
Aveton Gifford Memorial Hall
Saturday March 10th
From 10.30 am
50 pence
10

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Professional Painter
and Decorator
Pastures New, Shute Lane, South
Milton, Kingsbridge TQ7 3JL
Home 01548 561161
Mobile 07976129162

Award Winning – Fully Qualified –
Fully Insured

tel: 01548 550642
mobile 07989 771382
weddings
funerals
special occasions
parties/functions
home appointments
seasonal decorations for every occasion
Former of Rosemary, est 25 years family business

MOBILE HAIR STYLIST
TEL: 0777 992 3502
Too busy to get to the hairdressers?
Then, let me come to you!.
I am a fully qualified, professional hairdresser.

Web design with zest.
I am a well qualified and experienced web designer
& coder working full-time from my studio in Aveton
Gifford offering the following services:
Quality, bespoke web design with a
personal touch.
Complete design package, including
graphics, video, audio & flash animation.
Professional and personal service with
excellent communication.
Contact Amy Clayton for a free consultation.
email: amy@limelight-webstudio.co.uk
phone: 07796 266559
web: www.limelight-webstudio.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Tilly Downing

Curtains
Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

BSc, POD, MCh.S
STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

Home visits or in-surgery treatment

Three years training,
Very safe and thorough

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

FLETE
GARDENS

TEL: 01548 550072

The Laurels, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford

opposite the car park – near the school

Kids Stuff Good As New

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance

Come to buy best quality pre-owned children’s
clothes, toys, games, prams, nursery equipment
for children aged 0 – 11

Tel: 01548 830435

Daily Opening Hours 10.00am to 12.30pm
Monday to Saturday

Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

1A Weymouth buildings, Station yard,
Kingsbridge TQ7 1ES (above Rendles)

07958 931414

SOUTH EFFORD HOUSE
Residential Home for the Elderly
BRIDGE END, AVETON GIFFORD
KINGSBRIDGE, DEVON TQ7 4NX
Telephone & fax
Kingsbridge (01548) 550141
Quality care in a loving environment

Fine Shine Ltd
Carpets & Upholstery
Oriental Rugs
(collection for workshop cleaning)
Domestic & Commercial

Valeting
Car-Boat-Caravan
Workshop or mobile service
Why not leave your car with us
while you work or shop?

Contact: 01548 854313 mobile 07989 300453 or 07971 247375
Unit 10 Orchard industrial Estate, Poplar Drive Kingsbridge TQ7 1SF
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