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ontinuous, torrential
rain fell in such
quantities that were
astonishing; this new
precipitation fell on to
already saturated land led
to major flooding in the
village and at Waterhead
on the morning of
Saturday July 7th.
Whilst there had been
Red Alert warnings for
the South Hams area from the Met Office, previous experience
of flooding in Aveton Gifford had generally been associated
with a combination high Springs tide plus a combination of low
pressure, south west wind, and unusually high rainfall. Alerts
had been received from the Environment Agency around 4 am.
The number of people emerging to survey what needed to be
done increased as doors were knocked and the general hubbub
became noisier at such an early hour. With a combination of
ingenuity and commitment, many willing hands set to, to assess
the safety of those in threatened properties, to shift cars and
vans; the heavy lifting was made so much easier and quicker
when Ed Tarr put his digger to good and skilful use.
As the waters receded, the work of clearing up called forward
more people to clear the Village Hall, and to assist where
necessary. An
early start became
a long day, with
many, many
people proving
yet again, that
there are many,
many unsung
heroes and
heroines living
close by.
Deadline for copy for next issue: 15th Sep 2012

Village Show Off

Aveton Gifford Church Fete 2012

The record breaking
rainfall has meant that the
Village Show, scheduled for
Saturday August 11th has
been cancelled. This lets
off the hook those keen
gardeners and growers who
have spent many a sleepless
night worrying about how
their seeds, shoots and
tubers will withstand all the
rain.
It also lets off the

In exactly the same
place that was submerged
under fast flowing water,
appropriately named
Parson’s Brook(!) St
Andrews Church was able
to provide a very traditional
and successful afternoon
thanks to some help and

hook, somewhat
ironically, Emily
Wood, the BBC
South West
Breakfast weather
presenter. Emily
was due to present
the prizes and
awards this year,
and no doubt will
avoid all and any
questions about
meteorology!

Aveton Gifford Classic Car Show
The 2011 show was a resounding success, thanks to all who helped out, the exhibitors,
the weather and all the visitors. The next show will be on Monday 27th August 2012
and once again the South Hams District Council is kindly allowing us to use the
village playing fields. The show attracts an eclectic mix of classic and vintage cars with
something for everyone and has a friendly village fete atmosphere.
If you would like to enter your car please complete a booking form which you can
download at http://www.avetongiffordclassiccarshow.co.uk. Places are limited so
please get your entry in early to avoid disappointment. We will keep a list of entries
once the limit is reached should there be any cancellations.
Full details of the expected features and facilities will be posted as they are confirmed
but we expect much as in previous years.
If you would like to attend
as a trader please contact
Tony Porter on
01548 550523
or
Tim Abrahall on
01548 559144.
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determination.
The Committee would
like to thank all those who
made the Fete possible and
everyone who came and
supported us.
Our thanks to the School
for allowing us to use it and
thanks to Meg Brett and her

team for getting the Village
Hall useable for Teas.
It was an amazing day,
raising in excess of £2000 incredible in the conditions
- we hope everyone enjoyed
it and look forward to
seeing you next year - The
Fete Committee.

Timbers Car Park - Parish
Consultation
Aveton Gifford Parish
Council invites you to an
open meeting regarding
Timbers Car Park. The
meeting aims to explore
the need expressed by
South Hams District
Council to secure an
income at a time of severe
monetary constraints,
through a number of
measures, including the
charging of

some free car parks, one of
which is Timbers.
The District Council
is keen to work with the
Parish Council and residents
in finding the right solution
for the area, and want to
hear your views.
Councillor Rufus Gilbert,
the Executive Member
with responsibility for
Environment
Services, and
Helen Dobby,
the Head of
Environment
Services will be
in attendance,
along with
Cathy

Aubertin, Street Scene
Manager.
All residents, and anyone
else with an interest in the
car park, are invited to
attend and be heard.
Aveton Gifford
Memorial Hall – 7pm,
August 8th 2012

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Ofsted Report
Aveton Gifford C of E
Primary School
The Ofsted Inspection of the Primary school took place in May this year. The following
is an extract of the report. The full report can be seen at http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/
inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/113387
Key findings
• Aveton Gifford Primary is a good school. Almost all aspects of its work, including
pupils’ attainment and progress, have improved significantly over the past year. This
is due to the strong focus of all involved on moving the school forward. The school
is not yet outstanding because pupils’ progress in Key Stage 1 is not as rapid as that in
Key Stage 2 and consequently some pupils do not attain as well as they could by the
end of Year 2. Also, attainment in mathematics is not as high as that in English at the
end of Key Stage 2.
• From broadly average starting points, pupils achieve well to reach levels of attainment
that are above average overall. There has been a sharp improvement in attainment in
English, especially in Year 6, and pupils achieve very well by the time they leave the
school.
• Teaching is consistently good across the school, with examples of outstanding teaching
at both key stages. Pupils in all age groups make at least good progress in their
learning, with several groups making outstanding progress. As a result of outstanding
assessment systems, pupils are very well aware of how well they are progressing and
what they need to do to move on to the next level in their work.
• Pupils really enjoy coming to school. They say their lessons are fun and they thrive on
the challenges they are given. Their extremely positive attitudes to work contribute
strongly to their good achievement. Behaviour is excellent, they feel very safe and
inappropriate behaviour or bullying of any kind is almost unheard of.
• The executive headteacher and head of teaching and learning communicate their
ambition for the school well and they have been
effective in improving teaching and the school’s
performance. The innovative and extremely
well-planned curriculum promotes pupils’
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
exceptionally well. Staff performance has been
managed effectively.

August/September Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
August Diary
Monday 6th

7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday 8th

7.00pm - Parish Council Public Meeting – Consultation evening to
10.00pm consider the district council’s plans on the future of Timbers
Car park

Friday 17th
Saturday 18th
Sunday 19th

10.00am- Celebration Flower Festival in St Andrew’s Church.
5.00pm Refreshments will be served. Further details in the Magnet

Sunday 19th

11.00am St Andrew’s Church Festival Songs of Praise service

Monday 27th

11.00am- Classic Car Show – Memorial Hall grounds and on The
4.00pm Green. Also general craft stalls, cream teas and a variety of
refreshments

September Diary
Monday 3rd

7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 13th

7.30pm WI – The Oyster Shack with Chris Yandell

Friday 28th

7.00pm St Andrew’s Church Harvest Festival Service followed by
harvest supper in the hall

Regular Events
Mondays

2.30-4.30pm

Monday Club

Tuesdays

7.30-9.30pm

Lupridge Singers - Summer break, begin again September 11th

Pre-School Now at ‘The Hive’
Tuesday, Wednesday & 9.00-12.00
Friday
12.00-1.00
1.00-3.30
Thursday
9.00-12.00
12.00-1.00
Monday

9.45-11.45am

Morning Sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon Sessions
Morning Sessions
Lunch Club
No Afternoon Session
Parents & Toddlers

No Breakfast Club at present but if demand increases or anyone is interested, please contact Mandy Tucker on 550541
Back to school Wednesday 5th September
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Kate Helby – 1919-2012
Remembered by John Freeguard and Arthur Read
We knew Kate Helby for well over fifty years. She was born in Leeds in 1919; her
father being a lecturer in agriculture at the university, and later farming for himself. One
of her earlier recollections was of travel in cold weather in a nest of hay on the floor
of a pony trap. Evening visits were always on a moonlit night because of the dimness of
lamps. Cars were very few in the 1920’s. Later she had a Shetland pony to ride, by the
name of Bess.
At school Kate was keen on languages, and was accepted for Lady Margaret Hall at
Oxford, graduating with a BA in German and French. She also worked as an au pair in
both France and Germany, maintaining contact with a German family for many years
afterwards. During the Second World War she was recruited to work at Bletchley Park,
helping to compile a daily digest of German troop movements.
After the war she returned to Germany and was on the staff of the Control
Commissioner at Kiel, where she met Brigadier Helby. They became engaged and were
married in 1951 in Cumbria. She used to relate that she was late at the Church as, when
the car arrived for herself and her father, the driver said he had lost a nut, and there
was a long delay whilst a suitable replacement was found in the farm workshop.
They returned to Kiel for their belongings and to sail her husband’s Brixham Trawler
(Provident) back to its home port of Salcombe. They settled in Aveton Gifford in 1952,
and for many years Kate was the Secretary to the Parish Council, Enrolling member of
the Mothers’ Union and a member of the Parochial Church Council. She took and keen
interest in the WI and in village affairs generally. She was a staunch churchman and was
to be seen Sunday after Sunday in ‘her’ pew. She retained her interest in the WI and in
the Julian meetings in Modbury and in the Modbury History Society right up to the last.
In 2002 she had a fall and badly fractured her right arm. Kate was a long time in
hospital, but was able to restore only limited movement. She soon taught herself to
write, very legibly, with her left hand and perform many household tasks. She was able
to continue to live alone, in the house to which she had become so attached.
Of the ‘old school’, Kate was a person of great probity, and one to whom anyone
with a problem could turn for advice and practical assistance.
First published in the MAGNET Church Magazine

Village Hall
Here is your chance
to change the habit of a
lifetime…. At their Meeting
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To the Male and Female Cake
Makers of Aveton Gifford
.....a really big ‘thank
you’.
Your response was a
huge £150 to rattle St
Andrews Church fete Tins.
We had cakes of such

diversity and quality, we
should have been in line for
the ‘Great Cake Bake-off’. It
was fantastic and thank you
all so very much.
I know that all those who

contributed to our profits
by purchasing from our
selection, went home with
something to enjoy over the
wet week-end.

PUBLIC FOOTPATHS
Nearly all the footpaths in the parish have
been waterlogged and muddy at some time in
the last few weeks, which has made many of
them difficult to use. John Reid and I inspect
much of the network regularly, but we don’t
always travel the whole length of each path. If
anybody is aware of any problems on any of
the paths (e.g. fallen trees or other obstructions) please could you let John know on
550575 or let me (Jim Fowler) know on 550826.

BIGBURY GOLF CLUB
Have you heard the buzz at Bigbury
from the Juniors to the Seniors?
Looking to join a new Golf Club?
Membership available with NO JOINING FEE (temporarily suspended)
99Superb course with great greens, good all year round
99Stunning scenery in all directions
99Famously friendly atmosphere
99Encouragement for all ages, male and female
Please call 01548 810557

in May, the Committee
meeting for the Memorial
Hall passed a resolution

that the Hall now be known
as Aveton Gifford Village
Hall.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Ask for Nigel Blenkarne
PGA Master Professional			

www.bigburygolfclub.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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St Andrew’s Church
Aveton Gifford
Celebration flower
FESTIVAL

Friday 17th, Saturday 18th & Sunday 19th August
10.00 am to 5.00 pm
“Come and join our celebration” in this Diamond Jubilee year
with displays of summer flowers in the splendour of our beautifully
re-decorated church.
Refreshments will be served
There will be a Festival Songs of Praise service on the Sunday at
11.00 am – please come and join us – all are very welcome.

Nature Notes

by Rodney Bone

One Very Lucky Cygnet
Due to the combination
of heavy rain causing the
river to flood and the high
tides the four breeding
pairs of swans have had a
very difficult year. Eight
nests were build of which
seven were destroyed due to
flooding.
Eventually above the
weir, one pair hatched three
cygnets. On the weekend of
the flooding in the village I
thought I had better check
to see if they were alright.
They were in a flooded
field, but only two cygnets

were present.
Later in the afternoon I
received a phone call from
a friend who had been for
a walk along the road past
East Venn Farm, which is
over half a mile from where
the swans were. Outside the
entrance were dustbins and
sat beside them was a lone
cygnet which he picked up
and took home.
I suggested he take it
back to where the family
was. The parents accepted
it back and at the time of
writing it is fine.

Breeding Shelducks on the
Estuary
This year four pairs were
present:
• 18 May - A pair with 9
ducklings.
• 27 May - A pair with 20
ducklings. Sometimes
a female will give her
brood to another female.
• 8 June - A pair with 8
ducklings.

Two pairs lost all their
ducklings. The pair with 20
still had 10 on the 12 July
which were getting close to
the flying stage.

The Parish Housemartins
This year is the lowest
total I have ever recorded in
the parish. When the birds
arrived from Africa the
weather was wet and cold
and they found it difficult to
find food, so perhaps they
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moved further north.

Parish Survey Totals
• 2000 - 149 pairs
• 2011 - 72 pairs
• 2012 - 28 pairs

Spring Highlights
by Rod Bone
& Eric Wotton
• 27 May - 5
Greenshanks (very
late)
• 1st June - 2 Dunlin
• 11 June - 2 Siskins at
my birdtable.
• 17 June - 1st Green
Sandpiper returns.
• 23 June - 1st 5 Curlew
return.
• 25 June - 1st
Redshank returns.
• 26 June - 1 Hobby at
Knapmill
• 2 July - 4 Whimbrel
(still present)
• 4 July - 2 Cirl
Buntings (still present)
• 6 July - 4 Blacktailed
Godwit, 1st four
Common Sandpipers
return.
• 13 July - 1st
Greenshank returns.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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The Minister’s
Review

The Village
Shop & Post
Office is open
7 days a week:

by Rev
Lesley Valiant

Working Together

O

n the news recently we
have heard once again
the phrase ‘the Dunkirk
spirit’. The goodness of
people helping others who
have recently suffered loss;
loss of business, homes,
goods and possessions due
to torrential floods.
In July, once the sun
began to shine and the
flood waters receded I took
a walk to visit previously
impassable places.
Travelling towards Venn,
a nearby hamlet, the name
reminded me of the 19thc.
Rev Henry Venn, secretary
of the Church Missionary
Society for over thirty years
from 1841.
The CMS believe in every
member of the church being
involved in the mission
of Jesus. That mission is
to show the love of God
through action, helping
the poor and needy. We
tend to think of mission as
‘going out and converting
the heathen’, but it is
really just being Christ in
the community around
us; helping out those less
fortunate, often through no
fault of their own.
Helping out those
around us is what builds
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communities, if we don’t
then we are just individuals
who happen to live close to
each other.
When Christ founded
His Church He gave a ‘new
commandment’ that we
should love one another as
He loved us, and made it
clear that we could never be
a mere collection of people
This is picked up at the
start of CMS commissioning
prayer:
In the
name of the
divine and
mysterious
Trinity
... caring for more than 300
You have
homes around the areas of
called us
Salcombe & Kingsbridge
into being
through
love
Why not enjoy the ‘Pebbles
You have
finish’ in your own home?
joined us to
one another
in love
Housekeeping & Cleaning
You have
(Domestic
& Holiday Home)
placed us in
Telephone: 01548 843680
your world
in love
Yours in
Christ

Monday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Tuesday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Wednesday: 8:00am - 2:30pm
Thursday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Friday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3:00pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 2:30pm
Aveton Gifford Village Shop
Fore Street
Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
TEL: 01548 550996

Claire Louise Hill
Professional Painter
and Decorator
Pastures New, Shute Lane, South
Milton, Kingsbridge TQ7 3JL
Home 01548 561161
Mobile 07976129162
Award Winning – Fully Qualified –
Fully Insured

Web design with zest.
I am a well qualified and experienced web designer
& coder working full-time from my studio in Aveton
Gifford offering the following services:
Quality, bespoke web design with a
personal touch.
Complete design package, including
graphics, video, audio & flash animation.
Professional and personal service with
excellent communication.

Pebbles of Salcombe Ltd
4 Island Square, Island St, Salcombe

Lesley
www.pebblesofsalcombe.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Contact Amy Clayton for a free consultation.
email: amy@limelight-webstudio.co.uk
phone: 07796 266559
web: www.limelight-webstudio.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Tilly Downing

Curtains
Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

FLETE
GARDENS

BSc, POD, MCh.S
STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

Home visits or in-surgery treatment

Three years training,
Very safe and thorough

TEL: 01548 550072

The Laurels, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford

opposite the car park – near the school

Kids Stuff Good As New

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance

Come to buy best quality pre-owned children’s
clothes, toys, games, prams, nursery equipment
for children aged 0 – 11

Tel: 01548 830435

Daily Opening Hours 10.00am to 12.30pm
Monday to Saturday

Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

1A Weymouth buildings, Station yard,
Kingsbridge TQ7 1ES (above Rendles)

07958 931414

Flowers by Rachael
Rachael Quick ICSF

tel: 01548 550642
mobile 07989 771382

MOBILE HAIR STYLIST
TEL: 0777 992 3502
Too busy to get to the hairdressers?
Then, let me come to you!.
I am a fully qualified, professional hairdresser.

weddings
funerals
special occasions
parties/functions
home appointments
seasonal decorations for every occasion
Former of Rosemary, est 25 years family business

Fine Shine Ltd
Carpets & Upholstery
Oriental Rugs
(collection for workshop cleaning)
Domestic & Commercial

Valeting
Car-Boat-Caravan
Workshop or mobile service
Why not leave your car with us
while you work or shop?

Contact: 01548 854313 mobile 07989 300453 or 07971 247375
Unit 10 Orchard industrial Estate, Poplar Drive Kingsbridge TQ7 1SF
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