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W

ith the previous edition of mAGpie, you will have
received a full copy of the Results of the questions that
were asked to form the Parish Plan.
The Parish Council is charged with turning your answers
in to priorities and in to actions. Much is made these days of
Neighbourhood Plans, Emergency Plans, Flood Planning, and
there is a danger that all that is produced are plans – and no
action.
Many of replies centred on improving the quality of life
in the Parish; with a number of the previously actioned areas
continuing to receive attention, i.e. quantity and speed of traffic
through Fore Street; unauthorised residency reducing access
to walks; Parking; improving activities for younger residents;
improving communications, are just a few of the most frequent
replies, and if not already receiving attention, they are high on
priorities.
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purchase the land off Rock Hill which is
currently in use for Allotments. It is a statutory
requirement (Allotments Act 1908) for a Parish
Council to provide land for use as Allotments
when a demand is shown.
The Allotment Field has been in use for four
years, and when a vacancy has occurred there
has always been a list of willing takers. The
Allotment Association provides a useful forum
for fundraising and co-ordinates a number of
events throughout the year. The Association has been active
in gaining some £15,000 worth of grants to drill for water, and
provide a distribution system close to each of the Allotments.
The purchase will mean that the Parish has a substantial asset,
and there is an assurance to Allotment Holders that their tenure
is assured well in to the future.
Deadline for copy for next issue: 15th Jan 2013

Trees and Shrubs

B

y the time you read this
some remedial pruning,
felling and clearance will
have been undertaken, by
the playing field and on
the edge of the rectory
lawn. I am hoping that
this will be the start of an
ongoing programme of
improvement and future
planting. We as a parish
are so lucky to have these
beautiful open spaces to

enjoy. I am keen to involve
as many parishioners in
future projects.
It is important for
everyone to have a say, in
particular those who have
properties overlooking the
playing field. I am planning
to hold an informal meeting
in the Fisherman`s Rest
after Christmas.
Please contact me if you
are interested:

Community Defibrillator for AG?

O

Delia Elliott
550298
deliaelliott@doctors.org.uk

Active Village

T

he delivery of Aveton
Gifford as an Active
Village will continue
through the next few
months as existing sport
activities are developed
and new opportunities
introduced.
The main thrust has
slowed a little after the
Sport Development Officer
charged with working with

AG had to move from her
post to act as a carer for
a family member. A new
Officer will take up the post
in December, and has been
invited to Aveton Gifford
as early as possible.
The most tangible asset
from being involved with
this Devon County inspired
project is the arrival of a
table tennis in the Village
Hall. Currently it is used
every Wednesday afternoon,
along with other activities,
to develop skills amongst
about 20+ young people.
A Wii kit with a range of

games has kindly been
donated to improve activity,
social skills and engagement
among the younger
members of the Parish.
Already
there are
any number
of ideas
to make
greater use
of existing
facilities,
and to add new ones; keep
an eye on the website, in
mAGpie, and in the Shop
for further news.

Lupridge Singers Christmas Concert

n Thursday 25th
October we ran a very
successful HEARTSTART
course in the memorial
hall. 18 people attended.
The course was led by
P.C.Steve Mullen, very ably
assisted by 6 volunteers
from Kingsbridge Estuary
Rotary. The evening began
with a practical session
on how to manage an
unconscious “body”!. There
were 2 excellent DVD
presentations before going
back onto the floor again
for practical resuscitation
training on the Little Annie
dummies.
We had a short
refreshment break before
viewing 3 more films on,

Choking, Recognising a
heart attack, and the use
of resuscitation techniques
including the use of a
defibrillator.
The chance of survival
following a heart attack
is greatly increased if
defibrillation is available
in conjunction with
resuscitation. An automated
external defibrillator (AED)
will cost in the region of
£2,000.
They are extremely
simple to use, the device”
talks”through all the steps
to take
A “shock “will not be
permitted unless required.
Following the course
interest is being shown in

the purchase of an AED for
the community.
The Fisherman`s Rest
( staff now fully trained in
resuscitation ! ) are talking
of starting fund raising very
soon.
I am hoping that there
will be enough interest in
running a second Heartstart
course in the spring.
Delia Elliott

Christmas Music at St Andrews Church
Whenever the Christmas Season starts for you and your family
there can be little doubt of the value and enjoyment of Christmas
Music.
Resonet – the BBC South West Chamber Choir will once again
be bringing the sound of acappella Renaissance sacred music with
that special seasonal flavour. Their Christmas Concert will be on
Sunday December 15th starting at 5pm.
All proceeds will be for the Friends of St Andrews to facilitate the
maintenance and décor for the Church.

The Lupridge Singers Christmas Concert is being held at
St George’s Church, Modbury on Saturday 15th December at
7.30pm.
The choir will be performing Vivaldi’s ‘Magnificat’, Charpentier’s ‘Messe De
Minuit’ and a selection of Christmas Carols as well as Christmas Readings.
Tickets available on the door, and wine served during the interval.
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Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Have a

Merry Christmas

& a Happy New Year

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Flooding and Sewerage overflows
After the meeting that
Gary Streeter chaired
before the October Parish
Council there have been at
least two further overflows
of Sewerage in to Jubilee
Street, and some very close
run things in the Rectory
Lawns where the brook has
been close to overtopping
on three recent occasions.

SWW and the
Environment Agency
are due to report back
on their findings and
recommendations in the
next couple of months. A
Flood Resilience Officer
from the Environment
Agency is arranging to come
to the village to ensure that
any affordable actions to

defend against flooding
have been taken.
The current sewerage
map at the north end of
the core village has been
checked to make sure
that some assumption are
correct or otherwise; again
further remedial action is
expected to be advised in
the next few weeks.

Early Call to Film Makers
All traditions have to
start somehow. The first
and now Annual Aveton
Gifford Film Festival
attracted eight productions,
each showing their World
Premiere at the Village
Hall. The evening was
given a Five Star rating
by the audience marked
throughout by much
laughter and involvement.
The decision as to who won
the cherished Gold Trophy
was a very close run thing.
Alex Neil is the holder of
the very first trophy.

The 2nd Annual Festival
will take place in October
2013, so there is plenty of
notice for your entry to
be a ‘work in progress’.
Finished entries
should be available
for scrutiny close to
the end of September
2013. Individual or
group entries are
welcome…. The Hive
Pre-school entry in
2012 highlighted any
number of future
stars, and not a few
budding drama queens!

Keep your eyes on the
Village web site for final
details, but get your epic in
production.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS AT ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
Would you like to donate a flower in memory of a loved one, which we
can place in one of the arrangements decorating the church for the festive
season?
Please give your donation and names you wish to be remembered, which
will be displayed on a commemorative card to:
Karen Rowse, Tel: 01803 867097
or
Rosie Warrillow, Tel: 07779
290653
or you can bring your donation
and card to Church on a Sunday morning.

... caring for more than 300
homes around the areas of
Salcombe & Kingsbridge
Why not enjoy the ‘Pebbles
finish’ in your own home?

Sports and Leisure AGM
The Aveton Gifford Sports and Leisure Committee AGM
will be held on
January 21st at 7.30 in the Village Hall.
Several of the committee are standing down having been on the committee for many
years. Therefore if anyone would like to take on the office of Chairman/woman or
Secretary please contact:
Jan Sorrell on 550981 or email jansorrell@yahoo.co.uk.
Nominations required 2 weeks before the AGM.
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Housekeeping & Cleaning
(Domestic & Holiday Home)
Telephone: 01548 843680

www.turkeysfromdevon.co.uk
Our bronze free-range turkeys are
traditionally reared and prepared in
the time-honoured way to give a moist,
flavoursome meat for the centre piece
of your Christmas table.
They meet the Golden Promise
standard with welfare a top priority.
For further information or to place
your order please ring the Walters
family in Kingston on

(01548) 810259
Pebbles of Salcombe Ltd
4 Island Square, Island St, Salcombe

www.pebblesofsalcombe.co.uk

Home-reared sausages, bacon, hams
and other meats also available to
order.
Potatoes now available

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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70th Anniversary Commemorative Events
26th January 2013 will mark the 70th anniversary of the bombing of Aveton Gifford by
seven Focke Wulf fighter bombers in 1943. A couple of commemorative events will be
held in the village to mark the occasion by St Andrew’s Church and the Aveton Gifford
Parish Project Group.

 FILM EVENING 
FRIDAY 25th JANUARY at 7.30 pm
the Project Group will hold a film evening in the
MEMORIAL HALL.
The film “Devon at War” will be shown; this includes interviews with David Balkwill
and Alan Edgecombe. There will also be a display of photos and memorabilia.
Light refreshments, and raffle. Entrance £3.00

 MEMORIAL SERVICE 
SUNDAY 27th JANUARY at 11am
a memorial service will be held at
ST ANDREWS CHURCH.
The Church will also hold a display of archive photographs on the 25th, 26th and 27th
of January.

South Efford Marsh – Update

T

he Steering Group that
monitors and advises
on progress on South
Efford Marsh returning
to a Salt Marsh met in
November.
Progress so far is
generally positive although
the amount of salinity in
the water coming through
the control gate is at a
lower level at certain stages
of the tide than had been
anticipated. The scrapes
that had been introduced
to attract certain types
of bird life do not retain
the water as well as had
been expected, but were,
nevertheless proving
largely effective. Reports
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on vegetation show that,
although changes are
progressing slowly, there
are distinct and measurable
changes, including an
increase in the number of
species that grow and thrive
on Salt Marsh.
Observations of bird life
show that a different range
of birds are being seen
on the Marsh, and whilst
this year has been largely
unusual in terms of weather,
and particularly rainfall, the
progress noted so far can be
built on.
The Environment
Agency is planning to add
a Bird Hide to the site in
a position that will allow

Aveton Gifford on Facebook

T

he local media – Heart,
BBC Devon were
noticeably absent in their
provision of any local
information on the night
of November 24th, and,
to a lesser extent, on the
following day. The Social
Media from Twitter and
Facebook provide an
up to the minute guide
about the rain and the

flooding. Hundreds of
‘tweets’ and Facebook
updates from local residents
and, thankfully, local
Councils, told the story,
as it evolved over the
evening. Individuals told of
their journey to and from
Plymouth; about specific
parts of roads where the
water made a journey
impossible.

If you
are on
Facebook
then make
sure you are a ‘Friend’ of
the Aveton Gifford page.
This is used regularly to
provide an up-to-theminute service on events
and changes – it’s almost
a minute by minute
mAGpie!

More mAGpie articles
Within this copy of mAGpie you will find a wider range of
articles about the Parish, and a number of new and different
contributors are also included. The answers in Parish Plan about
communications in the Parish leads on to a fresh look being taken at mAGpie, how
much it is valued and enjoyed, and a broader approach to its content and scope.
Delia Elliot is continuing to seek and encourage contributions from across the area to
reflect more the diversity and the continuing changes.
The aim is for the printing and production of mAGpie to be self funding through the
cost of advertising. So, if you wish to promote you business to each and every house in
the Parish, at least six times a year, then mAGpie is the only place for such coverage.
Regular contributions are planned from the Primary School, the Hive, the Fisherman’s
Rest etc; a fuller collection diary dates in one place will help keep abreast of regular
events, and the one-off occasions. The only requirement that is firmly required is
that any article or item is about a Parishioner, or about the Parish. If you have some
news, or wish to express a view in the form of an article or letter, then please get the
contribution in by the required copy date. Contact details are on the front page of this
issue. The next issue will start to be compiled on January 15th 2013.

observation across the
Avon Estuary and also over
and in to South Efford
Marsh.
If you have walked
there, then the Christmas
and New Year Season is
an excellent time to enjoy
this new attraction for the
Parish.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

And this ‘turn of the year’ issue is an important opportunity to thank every single
person who works on keeping the Parish Newsletter coming your way. Amy Clayton
is a tireless compiler of the articles and as you can see, makes an excellent style of
presentation. David Stevens is new to the Parish and volunteered (!) to check the copy,
Delia Elliot, the Newshound, is always looking for new contributions that make the
publication reflect the Parish, and then to the Distributors, who deliver this copy, come
frost, snow, rain, mud and other impediments. –THANK YOU ALL.
John Coates
mAGpie Editor

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Season’s Greetings from
The Fisherman’s Rest

December / January Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
December Diary

Lunches, Evening Meals, Sunday Lunch, Smaller portions for
smaller appetites - just ask. Teas, Coffees Real Ales and Fine
Wines.

Monday 3rd

7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

Saturday 15th

5pm

PAST PRESENT and FUTURE
This year, our Annual Tall Ships Fund raiser was held in
tandem with the Classic Car Show. £1,800 was sent off to
Tall Ships Head Office, and as ever was gratefully received.
A Big thanks to every one who helped make the day so
enjoyable, and such a massive success, including all the work
done by the Fisherman’s Friends.

Saturday 15th

7.30pm Lupridge Singers Christmas Concert at St George’s Church,
Modbury. More information on page 2.

Thursday 13th

7.30pm WI – Christmas Bring and Share Supper

Thursday 20th

11.00am Pre School Nativity Play at St Andrew’s Church, all welcome

01548 550284

Poppy Appeal - There was an excellent turn out for the Coffee Morning that was
arranged by Maggie Skeates. Thanks to the Fisherman’s Female Friends tables and
chairs were all in place for the fundraising to be as effortless as possible. Well done
Maggie and excellent £137.10 was raised for the Poppy Appeal.
Friday Fish - Excellent value on a Friday night with just £5.50 required to get you a
truly traditional plate of Fish and Chips – can be served in newspaper if required.
Quiz Night - The Quiz Night is held on the second Thursday in every month
(December’s Quiz Night is on Christmas Eve) An Entry Fee of £1 per person goes to a
chosen charity each month. Why not bring your brain along and take up the challenge.
Winners earn the right to compile next month’s Quiz, so there is a different style
every time
December Dates & Christmas Nuts
Knit and Natter - There is now a
• Saturday, December 1st Switching on
new group of ladies meeting at the
of Village Christmas Lights. Meet at
Fisherman’s for a cuppa and a chat
6pm at the Village Hall
whilst doing their knitting; stitch and
• Saturday, December 9th Jumble and
crochet work is also enjoyed. They
Craft Day at the Fisherman’s
meet at 6pm and the 2nd and fourth
• Tuesday December 11th 1.30pm
Tuesdays in each month. There is also a
Ladies afternoon – Mince Pies, Coffee
range of very competitively priced wool
and Film
on sale. All ages welcome – for further
• Monday December 24th Christ mas
information give Jenny a call on her
Eve – Curry and Quiz
mobile 07958333783
• Monday December 31st New Year’s
Eve – All you can eat buffet – then
Ladies Afternoon - On Tuesday
Friends Disco playing all the way until
December 11th – Ladies are welcome
next year.
to come along at 1.30pm for a mince
pie, coffee and the showing of a
Our Village Pub is the Hub – anyone with
wonderful step-back-in-time film. Who ideas for a get-together, or fund raiser
said nostalgia is a thing of the past?
contact the Fisherman’s Friends on 550284
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Resonet - BBC’s South West Chamber Choir at St Andrew’s
Church. More information on page 3.

January Diary
Monday 7th

7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 10th

7.30pm WI – Pat Dolby, ‘The Mercy Ships’

Friday 18th

Quiz in aid of the hall. Please check Village web site and
posters around village for time and further information.

Monday 21st

7.30pm Sports & Leisure AGM - see page 4 for more information.

Friday 25th

7.00pm Parish Project Group slide and photo evening on the 70th
anniversary of the bombing of the village.

Sunday 27th

11.00am Memorial service at St Andrew’s for the 70th anniversary of
the bombing of the village.

Regular Events
Mondays

2.30-4.30pm

Monday Club

Tuesdays

7.30-9.30pm

Lupridge Singers - break for Christmas 11th Dec

Wednesdays

4.30-6.30pm

Children’s Table Tennis and Sports Club

Pre-School Now at ‘The Hive’
Tuesday, Wednesday & 9.00-12.00
Friday
12.00-1.00
1.00-3.30
Thursday
9.00-12.00
12.00-1.00
Monday

9.45-11.45am

Morning Sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon Sessions
Morning Sessions
Lunch Club
No Afternoon Session
Parents & Toddlers

No Breakfast Club at present but if demand increases or anyone is interested please
contact Mandy Tucker on 550541
School breaks up for Christmas holidays on Friday 21st December . Back to school on
Tuesday 8th January.
Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Blitz remembered: January 26th 1943
by David Balkwill

S

eventy years ago, just
sixteen years of age on
a fine January morning I
set out at day break with
a pair of horses to prove
to my father I was not the
boy he thought I was. I
wanted to plough an acre
in agricultural terms the
hallmark of being a man.
I had packed lunch and
nosebags of grain for the
horses and I knew I would
finish my task before dark.
The villagers half a mile
away were beginning to
stoke up their fires for their
returning husband’s meals,
the smoke beginning to
rise up into the windless
sky. The soldiers on the
searchlight site deep in
the valley below me were
relaxing. They had little
work to do now that the
bombing of Plymouth had
eased considerably.
At 4.00 pm I heard a
noise I had never heard
before and went to the
horses’ heads to calm them.
Suddenly seven FockeWulfs appeared flying so
low that only one saw the
legitimate target and turned
to attack. The rest machine
gunned and bombed a
tranquil and defenceless
village and escaped out
over Bigbury Golf Course
like rats leaving a sinking
ship. The horses took off
with me trying to bring their
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heads down to stop their
terrified flight and prevent
them damaging themselves.
We ended up against the
hedge exactly in the flight
path of the German pilot
no more than 30 feet above
our heads. It was all over in
a few minutes. Fortunately
we had escaped the stray
bullets. I galloped those
horses home as fast as they
could go and was relieved to
see my father waiting in the
road by the farm gate. He
took the horses assuring me
that mother was alright and
told me to go down to the
village to do what I could
to help.
The village street was
strewn with slates and nails.
There was dead silence,
not a bird tweeted or a dog
barked, broken occasionally
by the sound of a roof
sliding into the street. As
I reached Jubilee Street
women began appearing
covered from head to foot
in soot, tears had made
little white paths down
their cheeks. They called
to me to help; I had not
recognised them until I
heard their voices. I helped
force front doors open
and helped retrieve a lady
trapped under her kitchen
table by the falling ceiling,
she smiled her gratitude. I
felt so humble, they were
only worrying about their

neighbours and how they
were going to make their
husband’s supper when they
returned from work. Their
bravery made a profound
impression on me for
the rest of my life. As I
came to the Post Office
Kathleen Stear asked me
to accompany her home
she had been visiting her
Aunt. She had to scramble
over slates and rafters to
get in the back door to find
their phone still working.
It surely must have been
the only one. A fire engine
appeared, its tyres were
flat from the nails, an
incongruous sight. I found
Edi Elliot in her garden
thoroughly shell shocked
looking for her cat holding
her beloved budgerigar in its
covered cage so that “Joey
couldn’t see the bombing”.
How she got out of the
house was a miracle because
the roof had caved right
in. I persuaded her to
come home with me to my
mother. It was six months
before she returned. As we
came down the steps from
her garden Mrs Elstone
was being stretchered out
from her house. She had
a broken shoulder. The
rescue services had arrived
and they were wonderful. I
grew up that day but not in
the way I intended.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Challon’s Combe Farm

CHALLON’S COMBE, an organic dairy farm run by Peter and
Mary Fish with help from Grandad and Eleanor, Rosanna (when
she is not on the other side of the world), Andrew and Jonathan. The majority of our milk is
sold wholesale through Milk Link but some of it we process ourselves on the farm in our purpose built dairy and retail it in local shops, and some we make into our own brand of yoghurt.

W

hat a beautiful day
- the cows must
be wishing we hadn’t
brought them in last week.
Usually they stay out until
December but it has just
been too wet this year. We
are hoping our silage will
last out the winter.
We have been cutting
up firewood today, such a
satisfying job I always think,
tidying up “waste” wood
from hedging and providing
us with a warm house too
(well maybe upstairs isn’t
exactly warm).
Over the last couple of
months we have had lots
of calves born, including 7
jet black Aberdeen Angus
crosses. We calve all year
round but they usually seem
to come in batches, it is not

bottling milk, then up again
unusual for us to have 2
this morning to get the
calves in one day, last week
cows milked in time for the
we had a Friesian bull calf
tanker to come and collect
and a heifer calf arrived in
the milk we didn’t process
the same afternoon. Our
ourselves. Now the cows
calves are all suckled and
are in we have more routine
live together in the old
work to do, twice a day
stone barn, which has its
bedding up the cubicles,
own yard outside so they
scraping the dung and
can run around in the fresh
feeding out the silage. Roll
air during the day. When
on next spring!
they are let out first thing
after milking in the morning
they all go
careering and
Crafting heaven...
bucking around
Workshops for
the yard.
all ages and a
Yesterday
shop packed
was a
processing
with goodies
day, potting
yoghurt all day • Fun, informal workshops – beginners to
and then up ‘til
advanced
past midnight
• Parties for children and adults – from sock
monkeys to silk knickers
• Regular knit and natter, Monday night craft
club
Sewing, knitting, crochet,
lampshades, felting, embroidery,
patchwork...
Our shop stocks a wide range of
quality craft books and kits, gorgeous yarn, patterns, needles and
accessories. Do come and browse.
Book online at www.socialfabrictotnes.co.uk or
01803 866144 101 High St, Totnes, TQ9 5PF
(top of The Narrows, in the old Post office)

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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News from the Hive

Nature Notes

W

1.
2.
3.
4.

Our Nativity Play is on the 20th December at 11am at St
Andrew’s Church. All welcome.
would not be possible.
Our Nearly New Sale
on the 10th November
raised £150.00. Thanks to
everybody that supported
us.
We had our AGM on
the 2nd October and have
formed a new committee
with new parents joining.
We’d like to welcome our
new Chair Helen Hoare and
thank our out going Chair,
Rachael Townsend, for all
her dedication and hard

Winter Quiz
work while in post. Special
thanks also goes to Sue May
for all her hard work during
the last year.
The Hive showed “The
Bear Hunt” film as part
of the film premier night,
which re-enacted the
popular book with the preschool children in locations
around the village. We were
delighted to receive an
award for runner up.

BIGBURY GOLF CLUB
Have you heard the buzz at Bigbury
from the Juniors to the Seniors?
Looking to join a new Golf Club?

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

What is the world’s largest bird?
What is Britain’s heaviest bird?
What is a Laughing Jackass?
What bird’s call is likened to ‘A little bit of bread and no
cheese”?
What is the more common name of the ‘Windhover’?
The Green Woodpecker’s tongue is half as long as its body.
True or False?
What birds come together in convocations?
Name two British birds whose names contain the names of
seashore animals.
What birds may go about in small groups called tidings?
What is the World’s fastest bird?
Name a British bird that has the name of a fish in its name.
What birds can be Purple, Grey or Night?
Name the only British bird with a white bill.
What colour are a Redshank’s legs?
What bird has the scientific name Puffinus puffinus?
What British bird buries acorns in the autumn?
What kind of birds are Scoters?
Name two British birds whose name contains the names of
insects.
What are Greylags and Pinkfoots?
What bird is sometimes refereed to as the Halcyon?

Membership available with NO JOINING FEE (temporarily suspended)
99Superb course with great greens, good all year round
99Stunning scenery in all directions
99Famously friendly atmosphere
99Encouragement for all ages, male and female
Please call 01548 810557
Ask for Nigel Blenkarne
PGA Master Professional			
12

www.bigburygolfclub.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Answers
1. Ostrich, 2. Mute Swan, 3. Australian Kingfisher, 4.
Yellowhammer, 5. Kestrel, 6. True, 7. Eagles, 8. Oystercatcher,
Barnacle Goose, 9. Magpies, 10. Peregrine Falcon, 11. Herring Gull,
12. Herons, 13. Coot, 14. Red, 15. Manx Shearwater, 16. Jay, 17. Sea
ducks, 18. Spotted Fly Catcher, Grasshopper Warbler, 19. Geese,
20. Kingfisher

e wanted to thank
everybody who
supported our last two
fundraisers.
Despite the date change,
the Classic Car Show was a
great success and we raised
£1294. It was a fantastic
day made even better by
running alongside the
Fisherman’s Rest event.
A special thanks to Tony
Porter and the trustees of
the pre-school committee
without whom this day

by Rodney Bone

Autumn Highlights
by Rod Bone & Eric Wotton
• 16 Sep – 1 Osprey
watched catching a
Mullet
• 24 Sep – 6 Greenshank
• 26 Sep – 1 Curlew
Sandpiper (S.Efford
Marsh)
• 29 Sep – 1 Black
Redstart (Brooke
Court)
• 6 Oct – 340 Canada
Geese (S.Efford

•
•
•
•

Marsh), 1st Common
Gull of autumn.
18 – 19 Oct – 1 Glossy
Ibis (S.Efford Marsh)
23 Oct - 1st Little Grebe
returns
25 Oct – 1000 Starlings
(Stadbury), Last two
Swallows
26 Oct – 1st Redwings
of autumn., 1 Firecrest,
140 Wigeon

• 27 Oct – 1 Blacktailed
Godwit
• 28 Oct – 44 Mute
Swans
• 31 Oct – 1 adult
Mediterranean Gull
• 9 Nov - 1st two
Fieldfares of autumn
• 11 Nov – 1 Water Pipit
(S.Efford Marsh)

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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The Minister’s
Review

The Village
Shop & Post
Office is open
7 days a week:

by
Michael Tagent

Make it a Proper Christmas!

S

o much to do … so
many things to buy …
we must make it a proper
Christmas. Perhaps we
should change the name to
reflect what happens?
There’s CARDMAS,
with Christmas cards to
be bought, written and
addressed. Where did I
put last year’s list? Then
there’s GUZZLEMAS, with
its overflowing freezers,
rich cake and pudding (“I
feel bloated; I couldn’t eat
another thing”). Linked
to it is BOOZIMAS, the
bottles essential for the
Christmas spirit (“We
bought the wine cheap on
holiday abroad”). How
many people will get drunk
this year?
Some will enjoy
TELEMAS – the bitter
battle of the audience
ratings. No interruptions
allowed . But for others,
it’s PARTYMAS, with late
nights, loud music and great
fun with family (perhaps?)
and friends (definitely!).
People will continue to
bemoan GIMMEMAS, with
letters to Santa demanding
the latest gadgets (“it only
costs £99.99!”), and high
hopes for getting something
good. They will prefer
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Monday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Tuesday: 8:00am -1pm & 2pm - 6:00pm
Wednesday: 8:00am - 2:30pm
Thursday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Friday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3:00pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 2:30pm
Aveton Gifford Village Shop
Fore Street
Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
TEL: 01548 550996

CHARITYMAS, a time to
remember the poor and
needy.
At the heart of the
festivities, even if hidden
beneath the tinsel and
illuminated Santas, is a
birthday, the birthday of
Jesus Christ. The baby born
in Bethlehem is the Saviour
of the world, who offers
true life, peace and joy to
each of us. As the slogan
has it, “Jesus is the reason
for the season”. How sad it
is when people celebrate his
birthday, but have nothing
to do with him! Let’s get

ready for CHRISTmas,
putting Jesus at the centre
of our festivities and enjoy
all the rest of the fun.

Message from our
Parish Church
St Andrews Church
Autumn Fair held on
Saturday 20th October
raised £341.00
including donations.
The Church would like
to thank everyone who
came and supported
the event.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Claire Louise Hill
Professional Painter
and Decorator
Pastures New, Shute Lane, South
Milton, Kingsbridge TQ7 3JL
Home 01548 561161
Mobile 07976129162
Award Winning – Fully Qualified –
Fully Insured

Web design with zest.
I am a well qualified and experienced web designer
& coder working full-time from my studio in Aveton
Gifford offering the following services:
Quality, bespoke web design with a
personal touch.
Complete design package, including
graphics, video, audio & flash animation.
Professional and personal service with
excellent communication.
Contact Amy Clayton for a free consultation.
email: amy@limelight-webstudio.co.uk
phone: 07796 266559
web: www.limelight-webstudio.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Tilly Downing

Curtains
Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

FLETE
GARDENS

BSc, POD, MCh.S
STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

Home visits or in-surgery treatment

Three years training,
Very safe and thorough

TEL: 01548 550072

The Laurels, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford

opposite the car park – near the school

Kids Stuff Good As New

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance

Come to buy best quality pre-owned children’s
clothes, toys, games, prams, nursery equipment
for children aged 0 – 11

Tel: 01548 830435

Daily Opening Hours 10.00am to 12.30pm
Monday to Saturday

Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

1A Weymouth buildings, Station yard,
Kingsbridge TQ7 1ES (above Rendles)

07958 931414

Flowers by Rachael
Rachael Quick ICSF

tel: 01548 550642
mobile 07989 771382

MOBILE HAIR STYLIST
TEL: 0777 992 3502
Too busy to get to the hairdressers?
Then, let me come to you!.
I am a fully qualified, professional hairdresser.

weddings
funerals
special occasions
parties/functions
home appointments
seasonal decorations for every occasion
Former of Rosemary, est 25 years family business

Fine Shine Ltd
Carpets & Upholstery
Oriental Rugs
(collection for workshop cleaning)
Domestic & Commercial

Valeting
Car-Boat-Caravan
Workshop or mobile service
Why not leave your car with us
while you work or shop?

Contact: 01548 854313 mobile 07989 300453 or 07971 247375
Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive Kingsbridge TQ7 1SF
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