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fter an intensive period of negotiation, the Bridges
Play Park Group have appointed Earthwrights, from
Ashburton, to build Phase Two of this investment in our Parish
amenities.
The National Lottery, through their Community Spaces arm,
has made available a grant of £50,000 to meet the play needs
of our older children. Stephen Harding and Jim Neal have
navigated the project through the needs of form filling, proof
of need, consultation with our children, design brief, costings,
expert advice and now the execution of the whole project.
The winning of the £50,000 grant from Groundwork UK and
Community Spaces to complete renewed and redesigned play
facilities started some four years ago. That was when a start was
made to proceed with the, now completed and much enjoyed,
Phase One. Consultation and questionnaires continued through
last summer when a firm base was needed to make solid
progress with Phase Two, once Groundworks had confirmed
the availability of the Grant. The completion of a rigorous
period to prove our
process was sound,
professional advice was
available and the local
support was in place.
Work on drainage
across the field
will precede the
preparation and
building work.
There will be some
disruption around
the previous playground area, with the new facility being built
largely over and around the new fish shaped mounds. For
general convenience, working vehicles and delivery lorries will
use only Jubilee Street and the ford for access to the new area;
your co-operation and understanding will be much appreciated.
Completion is scheduled in good time for the school summer
holidays, with an official opening on Sunday July 14th.
Deadline for copy for next issue: 15th May 2013

Community Defibrillator

AG Active

T

he new Sports and
Leisure Association
committee met in early
March along with Jan Birch
from Tone Leisure, the
organisation which delivers
the Active Villages campaign
across the South Hams and
already some of the stimulus
for greater participation in
Sport and Activity is being
felt.
A sequence of Table
Tennis evenings followed
on from the purchase of
two full-size table tennis
tables – one funded by
Sports and Leisure, and the
other by Active Villages.
With the arrival of BST and
more outdoor pursuits being
available, the very successful
Wednesday evening table
tennis sessions will be
suspended until September.
Aveton Gifford Cricket
Club are seeking funding
from Active Villages
for some much needed

F

und raising has started!
The loyal staff at
the Fisherman`s Rest have
started the ball rolling
and further fund raising
activities are planned.
The cost of the basic
equipment to allow more
players access to the game
and improve their enjoyment
of the sport.
ZUMBA classes have
been run every Friday
evening in the Village Hall
and there are moves to
introduce a new Class of
ZUMBA Gold to be held
during the day – a time
when mums and dads can
attend.
The tennis court opens
on April 1st – Easter Bank
Holiday Monday - with
fees at the same level as the
previous 12 months: £36
for family membership; £24
for a single adult; £12 for a
junior member; £6 per hour

for non-members. Booking
and membership forms are
available from the tennis
club box at the Village Hall.
The rear wall of the tennis
court is to be extended and
marked for use as a practice
wall.
Mini-tennis, short mat
bowls, and kayaking are
also being looked at as
opportunities for inclusion
within the Active Villages
initiative. Other sports will
also be encouraged over
the coming weeks, so keep
a watch on the Aveton
Gifford Facebook page for
the latest news.

Village Hall – alive and well

T

he Village Hall is now,
at last, back to preflood conditions, with a
nice, shiny, new kitchen
and an inside toilet open
for business! The next step
is a repaint of the interior,
which we hope to organise
over the next few weeks,
so any volunteers for a
painting party will be very
welcome: please watch the
Hall notices for dates.
The recent Hall
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management meeting
voted unanimously for
some additional work to
improve the window at
the rear; we hope to install
french doors and a small
terrace during the spring.
Progress on the new
Hall moves forward:
we have reviewed the
architect’s initial ideas and
asked him to incorporate
some further features
and remove others; so we

await his next plan with
interest. In the meantime,
we are renewing the existing
planning approval to keep
the project alive.
Serious funding
applications cannot be
submitted until we have a
clear vision of our needs
and we have full planning
permission granted, but
the team is looking at
potential funders and what
opportunities are available.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

“machine” is £1,275, in
addition to a basic storage
box that will cost £250,
or more if we require a
weatherproof version.
Donations can be given
directly `over the bar` at the

pub! If you wish to hold a
specific event to support
this Fund have a chat
with Libby or Ann at the
Fisherman’s and look out
for information on further
fund raising activities.

Village Hall Bookings

A

fter many years in
serving the Parish as
the Booking Clerk for the
Village Hall, Mandy Tucker
has decided to hang up the
phone, and pass the task
on. So a big “Thank you,
Mandy” for all the help you
have given with your helpful
efficiency in completing this
task so cheerfully.

So a very warm welcome
to the newly installed Village
Hall Bookings Clerk – Pat
Byrne - and now is the time
to change your records
to include new contact
details for those booking
the Village Hall as Pat has
sharpened her pencil in
readiness for your enquiries
and bookings. Pat’s phone

number is 01548 550992
and her email address is pat.
byrne@hotmail.co.uk.

Whodunnit in AG?
Aveton Gifford is a HOTBED of social rest, so occasionally we
need to create our own excitement! Thanks to the Taverner’s
Amateur Drama Group, a murder has been arranged, and you
are invited to take part in the solving of this WHODUNNIT.
Friday April 19th at the Fisherman’s is when you will need your
deerstalker, magnifying glass ... and your wits. The Taverner’s
will perform a Murder Mystery Play, specially written for the
occasion. Throughout the evening, with the
accompaniment of a sniff of Red Herring,
clues will be threaded as to who did what to whom, and how and
why. Your task, should you wish to accept it, is to find all the
answers – no easy task.
To add to the evening’s enjoyment, there will be an
appropriate meal to help the discussion and collaboration.
The evening begins from 7.00pm with the play starting
promptly at 7.30pm. Book early to avoid disappointment
– tickets, £10 to include your meal, are available from the
Fisherman’s or The Village Shop and Post Office at £10 each.
Watch out for further information on posters and from the
Aveton Gifford page on Facebook.
Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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More News about South Efford Marsh

Village Memories

uilding work was
completed to introduce
more salt water into the
Marsh over a year ago,
and changes to the wildlife
habitat have been gradually
taking place. New salttolerant plants have replaced
the meadow grasses at the
southern end and the site
is definitely wetter, but
not the mud patch that
some had feared. Rod and
Eric have been watching
birds visiting the Marsh.
Rod feels that some
species such as waders,
that the estuary used to
attract in large numbers,
are now no longer here.
However Eric is very
optimistic that the increase
in salt water has started to
attract different birds. Water
Pipits have been resident
over this winter. These are
scarce winter visitors that
haven’t been seen here
before; he feels certain that
they would not have been
here if the Marsh had not
been flooded. Otters, which

hen writing for
another publication
about the taste of beef
and clotted cream, I was
reminded of another savour
I have never been able to
repeat. It was 1939 and
I had decided to ride my
pony to the Grammar
School in Kingsbridge.
I can’t remember why,
apart from the fact I loved
my pony and hated the
bus ride and the bullying
from bigger boys from
Kingston and Modbury. I
rode via Knap Mill, past
the Old Monastery at
Lower Leigh (which always
gave me the creeps as I
imagined the ghosts of old
monks chanting hymns to
themselves behind those
huge closed doors)and up
past Higher Leigh, hoping
to get a glimpse of a girl
who lived there. Her nubile
form and lithe, beautiful
movements had attracted
my attention when she
played tennis the previous
summer. That I should
have had those thoughts at
such a tender age surprises
me now.
I crossed the main road
at Leigh Cross and
rode down

B

had been resident on the
Marsh before the site was
flooded, seem undisturbed
by the changes. On the
human front, the Marsh is
used by a number of regular
locals, mainly birders and
photographers, although
when something

rather more
remarkable flies in numbers
of birders come from
further afield.
Jackie Gage, managing
the site for Devon Wildlife
Trust, recently walked the
site with several people
including Rod and Eric. She
is keen to get input from

local people so that the
Marsh can be developed
in an appropriate way
and has gone away with
their suggestions and
information. A hide is
proposed to overlook the
old bomb crater where
it is naturally wetter and
information panels and
a notice board for recent
sightings will be added.
Additional work will
improve the paths and
willow planting will give
privacy for feeding and
nesting birds.
There may be
opportunities for local
volunteers to help with
some of the planting or
maintenance on the Marsh
and discussions have begun
to involve the primary
school in some way. The
ACA has proposed an
educational scheme to
involve the children in
selected science and ecology
projects later on in the year
using this newly created
amenity area.

Aveton Gifford Parish Project Group

T

hank you to all who
supported the `Devon
at War` film evening. We
were overwhelmed by the
turnout on a cold, wet night
and we apologise to those
who struggled to find a
seat. Profits will go towards
supporting our next project
and we will be making a
donation to fund raising.
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Looking forward, we
will as usual be showing a
selection of photographs
and artefacts at the Church
Fete on July 13th.
A visit has been arranged
to the Devon Rural Archive
at Shilstone on Tuesday
4th June at 11am.The visit
will include an introduction
to the archive, a sandwich

lunch and a tour of the
house and garden. The
cost will be in the region
of £16; places will be
limited.
If you are interested
please contact Delia
on 01548 550298 or at
deliaelliott@doctors.org.
uk.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Darkey Lane and Fore
Street to leave the pony
in Mr Kennard’s stables,
where the Top Car Park is
now. I expect he stabled
her free of charge as he
shod Dad’s cart horses and,
at that time, the nearest
smithy as Bill Damerill
had given up in the village
and the blacksmith at
Churchstow had not yet
opened.
One afternoon I was
coming back by the River
Avon and saw an otter
with a large salmon on a
sandbank in the middle of
the river, about 150 yards
upstream from Hatch
Bridge. When it saw me
it disappeared leaving the
salmon on the sand bank.
I tied the pony up at the
bridge and retrieved the
fish; I must have got wet
but I don’t remember that
part. So there I was with
this four foot long object,
knowing full well it was
illegal to take any fish out
of the river, but I had no
means of concealing it on
my pony so I hid it in a
heap of brambles and went
home.
Somehow my mother
believed my improbable
story. I went after dark
on my pony with
a large sack and,
much to my relief,
it was still there.
There was only a
small piece taken
out of the back of
the neck, where the otter

killed it. Dad cut it up
and gave a piece to Harold
Horton, the school master
and my Godfather, who
told me after they had eaten
it that “it was the richest
flavour he had ever tasted”.
And so it was! Suddenly
it explained many things:
why Bill Pulleyblank, a
highly skilled gamekeeper,
would poach salmon and,
if apprehended and taken
to Court and fined, would
venture out next day to
catch another fish to pay
the fine; and why two Torr
Quarry workers would risk
their livelihood by dropping
dynamite into the river,
capture the stunned fish and
hide it in a rabbit hole; and
why two rabbit trappers,
who had seen them do
it, waited until the scene
was clear and took their
prize. Or why our village
policeman, whose job it was
to catch the thieves, told me
years later “that Loddiswell
was a den of thieves and
a sink of iniquity”. Over
the years I have wanted to
recapture that taste only to
be told by fishmongers that
it would cost me hundreds
of pounds a kilo and that
“anyway you need a licence
to catch wild salmon and a
licence to sell it, which we
haven’t got”.
David Balkwill

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Apr / May Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
April Diary
Monday 8th
7.00pm Parish Council Meeting
Thursday 11th
7.30pm WI – Nicola Fox, ‘History of the Cookworthy Museum’
Friday19th

7.00pm Murder Mystery Play – Fisherman’s Rest

Thursday 25th

7.30pm St Andrew’s Church ‘Plant Sale and Coffee Evening’. Stalls
include Plants, Cakes, Produce, Books and White Elephant.
Refreshments will be available. Admission – Adults 50p.

May Diary
Thursday 2nd
Thursday 9th
Monday 13th
Thursday 14th
Sunday 19th
Monday 27th –
Sunday 2nd June

7.00am- Polling Station
10.00pm
7.30pm WI – AGM and speaker Felicity Goodall, ‘Teaching Orphan
Kids in Burma’
10.30am WI Coffee Morning
7.30pm Parish Council Meeting
10.00am Sunday AGCC Car Boot Sale – Shooting Field
Village Fun Week – something for everyone and more

Future Dates
JUNE 2nd - Sunday
JULY 13th - Saturday
JULY 14th - Sunday
AUGUST 18th - Sunday
AUGUST 26th - Monday

60th Anniversary of the Coronation
St Andrews Church Fete – Rectory Lawns and Village Hall
Official opening – Phase II Bridges Play Park – Parson’s Green
AND Fields in Trust – HAVE A FIELD DAY
Village Produce Show – Village Hall
Bank Holiday Monday 11am to 4pm – Aveton Gifford Classic
Car Show

Regular Events
Mondays
2.30-4.30pm
Tuesdays
7.30-9.30pm
Wednesdays &
4.30-6.30pm
Thursdays
Fridays
6.00pm-7.00pm

Monday Club
Lupridge Singers
Children’s Table Tennis and Sports Club
Zumba

Pre-School Now at ‘The Hive’
Tuesday, Wednesday &
9.00-12.00
Friday
12.00-1.00
1.00-3.30
Thursday
9.00-12.00
12.00-1.00

Morning Sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon Sessions
Morning Sessions
Lunch Club
No Afternoon Session
Monday
9.45-11.45am
Parents & Toddlers
No Breakfast Club at present, but if demand increases or anyone is interested, please
contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920
School breaks up for Easter Holidays on Thursday 28th March. Back on Monday 15th April.

6

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

News from the Hive

T

hank you to everybody
that supported our preschool fundraiser and came
to see “Nobody Rides the
Unicorn.” As promised,
it was a truly magical
experience and the village
hall was transformed into
another world, capturing
the imagination of young
and old alike. A total of
£115 was raised. The
enrichment the arts gives to
the community, particularly
for the children for whom
this was their first taste of
the theatre, made this a
particularly valuable event
and that any money raised
was an additional bonus.
Therefore, look out for
future productions as we
intend to make this an
annual affair!
We are always looking for

new and interesting ways to
fundraise and the latest is
the Smartie Challenge! Preschool parents were given a
tube of Smarties to eat (the
easy bit) and the challenge
is to fill the empty tube with
20p pieces and return by the
end of March. All proceeds
will go towards buying
outdoor bikes. If anybody
has any inventive ideas on
how we could continue our
efforts to raise funds we’d
love to hear from you.
The number of children
attending our pre-school is
growing steadily, which is
great news for the Hive and
our village, as a flourishing
pre-school is representative
of a vibrant community. If
you have just moved into
the village and would like to
look around, please don’t

hesitate to get in touch.
And finally, if you would
like to get more involved in
your local community, then
we have some volunteering
opportunities that you may
be interested in. We need
help with the maintenance
of our pre-school garden,
with our Monday morning
toddler group and we always
need new members for our
committee.
If you would like to
contact us about anything
we have mentioned
you can email us at
avetongiffordpreschool@
yahoo.co.uk or call Sue May
on 07980 922273 or 01548
550520.

Foodbank at St Andrew’s Church

Y

ou may be aware that
a Foodbank was set
up in Kingsbridge last year.
Foodbanks operate up and
down the country providing
emergency food items for

local people in crisis.
The PCC at St Andrew’s
has recently set up a
collection box in the church
for donations of non
perishable foods and some
toiletry items to be given
to the main Foodbank in
Kingsbridge. The box can
be found at the back of the
church near the font and
any donations will be very
greatly appreciated.
Some suggested items
include - UHT/powdered
milk, fruit juice, tinned

fruit, tinned custard, tinned
rice, porridge, sugar, coffee,
teabags, baked beans, instant
mashed potato, pasta,
rice, tinned tomatoes, pot
noodles, baby food, toilet
rolls etc.
Thank you very much
to all those who have
generously given to our
Foodbank already and for all
continued support.
Further information about
the Kingsbridge Foodbank
can be found online and
through St Andrew’s PCC.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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School Report

n Tuesday 5th
February our Early
Years class went on a trip
to the National Aquarium
in Plymouth. They all had
a fabulous time and really
enjoyed learning about
marine life. Art work by
children throughout the
school is being exhibited
in the Primary Colours
Exhibition held at Harbour
House in Kingsbridge
alongside art work by pupils
from all of the schools
in the Kingsbridge area.
Please do go along and take
a look if you are able to it’s well worth the visit!
On Tuesday 12th
February we took part
in the Primary Maths
Challenge at KCC. The
children worked in teams
and all enjoyed trying to
solve the Maths puzzles.
Our teams are all anxiously
awaiting the results!
On Wednesday 27th
February our school netball
team played in the South
Devon Area Netball finals,
held at KCC.
The team
had played
brilliantly to
qualify for
the finals,
coming
first in the
Kingsbridge
Area Schools
Finals on 4th
February.
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The team all played
really well finishing in
third place overall. The
whole school is immensely
proud of their achievement
particularly as they have
only been playing together
as a team since September.
Stephen Harding came
into school to give a ‘Yoga
Taster’ session to each class.
The children all thoroughly
enjoyed this experience with
several of them saying that
they would like to continue
to learn yoga. It is hoped
that Mr Harding
will be coming
back into school
to work with the
children during the
summer term.
On Friday 1st March
the children in Years 3,
4, 5 and 6 travelled to
Buckland Abbey as part
of their project this term
on ‘Eccentric Explorers’.
Everyone had a fantastic
time learning about Sir
Francis Drake’s adventures
and dressing up in Tudor
costume. To finish
their work on explorers,
the children hosted an
exhibition in the school on
the afternoon of Wednesday
27th March.
The same week we had a
‘Tri Golf’ session with
Mr Pete Mitchell where
the children learnt basic
golf techniques; everyone
dressed up as their favourite

book character for World
Book Day and Years 5 & 6
had a Design Technology
Day.
Again in March, our
Years 3 and 4 took part in
the annual Gym & Dance
Festival at KCC. They
have been working very
hard with Mr Hillings, our
PE specialist, on flamenco
style dancing so we are all
really looking

forward to seeing the final
production.
Towards the end of term
a LEGO afternoon was
scheduled. The children
will be able to work with
the various electronic pieces
of LEGO which have
recently been developed.
We have invited children
from some of the other
local primary schools to join
us for what should be a funfilled experience.
Finally, we will be
celebrating our Easter
Service in St Andrew’s
Church on Maundy
Thursday 28th March at
2.00pm and will be pleased
if you can join us if you get
this news in time.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Know your Parish

by Ken Doughty

The Bridge

I

t was not until the 1400s
that a bridge was built
over the River Avon at
Aveton Gifford. Until then
people either crossed when
the tide was fully on the
ebb (hence the local names
North Efford and South
Efford i.e. Ebb Ford) or
took the ferry which was
run by a local man. When
the bridge was finally
completed about 1442 he
lost his job and his ghost
is said to have haunted
South Efford House when
that was built in the 18th
century. The then owner
of the property experienced
the activities of a poltergeist
there in the middle of the
last century which gives
credence to this story.
The local priest eventually
exorcised the spirit.
In mediaeval times
the building of bridges
was a service provided
by the Church, and the
stonemasons who built
them were more familiar
with church architecture,
which no doubt accounts
for the ecclesiastical
appearance of the arches at

Aveton Gifford. Further
evidence of the involvement
of the Church in the
building of the bridge lies in
the fact that John Ulverston,
Vicar of Stokenham, and
Rogerus Bachelor, Rector
of Churchstow, both left
money in their wills towards
its construction. In 1442
the then Bishop of Exeter
issued an indulgence
(i.e. forgiveness of sins)
to all who contributed
to its construction and
maintenance. With such an
opportunity for having all
your sins forgiven, the work
must have been rapidly
completed! It was not
uncommon for the bridges
built by the Church to have
a chapel or statue of the
Virgin Mary incorporated
in them. A deed of 1867
refers to the “Lady Arch”
which suggests that the
latter graced an arch over
the leat from Marsh Mills.
The river would have
been a good deal wider in
those days, and therefore
shallower, which would
have facilitated crossing.
What we call “the bridge”

was in fact a causeway of
about 200 feet crossing
various watercourses. A
plan made about 1830 is on
page 13 of “Aveton Gifford
- a heritage” published
by the Aveton Gifford
Parish Project Group (and
available from the Village
Shop). It must have
been very narrow, but was
widened in 1817 by Walter
Macey, village stonemason,
by about a third, to the size
it is today. It was in the
18th century that banks
were built along the river
to recover marshland for
agricultural use. One of
the results of this is that
the northern-most of the 6
arches of the river bridge
is now on dry land. The
widening of the bridge
facilitated the establishment
seven years later (1824) of a
toll road from Kingsbridge
through Aveton Gifford to
Modbury and beyond. It
meant that coaches could
more easily cross the bridge
than previously.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

To be continued…
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Parish Walks

by JIm Fowler

Number 1: Chantry Road, Hoppy Green Lane, and

Footpath 5 (approximately 3.3 Km; mildly strenuous with 2 hills to
climb gently). Around 1 hour, or just over.

T

his is the first in a
series of articles which
describe some of the walks
to be enjoyed in the parish.
Most of the footpaths have
been thoroughly drenched
over the last few months,
and many of them are
almost impassable. This
walk has been chosen now
because most of it is solid
under foot and even the
muddiest parts are still fairly
firm.
You start the walk in the
church car park, although
you could of course start
and finish in the village and
walk up Church Lane, past
Court Barton and through
the churchyard. Turn right
out of the car park and go
up the hill. For most of
this section of about 800m
there are banks on both
sides, but there are gates
on your left which offer
surprising views, just a short
distance from the village.
After about 300m the
first gate reveals a view of
Dartmoor and about 200m
further on you can again
see Dartmoor to your right
(NW) while the estuary can
be seen to your left (SW).
As you pass Oak Park
Farm on your left and
Green Park Farm on your
right, the sign at the end of
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Hoppy Green Lane comes
start of Footpath 5.
into view. Turn right here,
The last section of the
down the lane, which is
walk goes straight up the
about 1150m long, and has
hill, across the field. This
been known by its present
bit will get your heart
name since 1837 at least.
beating a bit faster, but the
The first 300m sees a small
walk to the top of the hill
rise and as you are now
is only about 400m, and if
quite high there are good
you turn round at the top
views to be seen to your
you will be well rewarded
left, including a clear view
by views across the river
of Woolston House, about
to Venn and Hatch and of
2.7 Km away to the North
course the church tower at
East. Shortly afterwards
Churchstow. At the top
the lane starts to drop
of the hill you go through
downhill and it also starts
a self-closing pedestrian
to be a bit muddy, but it
gate into the next field and
has a foundation of stone
from there you can see your
which has not been washed
way down to the kissing
away and soon improves.
gate at the corner of the
At the end of the lane, turn
churchyard. On this last
right onto the metalled
section of the walk you have
road (which serves Weeke
fine views of the church.
and Yabbacombe Farm to
Jim Fowler
your left).
After about
200m,
turn right
again onto
the road
from Knap
Mill. After
a further
350m, you
will see a
footpath
sign on
your right
View of the church from the last section of
which
this walk
marks the

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Fisherman’s
Rest
T

01548
550284

hank you to all the villagers who supported us through the
rugby which ended in a rugby dinner for 23 people. It helped
the English supporters smile and the kept the Welsh supporters
quiet whilst enjoying the meal. The day was enjoyed by all ages
and from as far afield as St Edmonds School in Surrey. Thank
you.
Here is an enjoyable and delicious treat that will ensure
enjoyment long past Easter
French chocolate cake
9oz plain dark chocolate
8oz unsalted butter
3 1/2 oz sugar
2 tbsp brandy
5 eggs
1 tbsp plain flour
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pre heat oven to 180C - Gas Mark 4
Grease a cake tin 9in x 2in
Line the base and wrap the cake tin in foil to keep out the water
Melt the chocolate, butter and sugar in a saucepan over a low heat until smooth and leave to
cool
Stir in brandy
Beat eggs using an electric beater for about 1 minute. Then beat in the flour and, when
combined, slowly beat in the chocolate mixture. Pour it into the tin
Place the cake tin into a large roasting tin and pour boiling water into the roasting tin, to
about 3/4 inch up the tin.
Bake for 25 -30 min until the cake is firm on the edge, but still soft to the touch in the
centre. The cake may crack as it will sink as it cools.
Remove it from the tin and turn it out so the bottom of the cake is on the top.
Sprinkle with icing sugar - serve with clotted cream or creme fraiche, yum
Upcoming Events
Easter Sunday there will be an Easter draw with monies going to the Community defibrillator fund: tickets will be on on sale at the Fisherman’s Rest
There is rag rugging taster class on Monday 29th April from 10-12.30 - so you can
include lunch as well.
There will be a taster class of deco patch on 9th May from 10-1.00 - so again you can
include lunch.
As from the 9th of April - Knit and Natter will be at 10.30am and no longer pm.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Next stop..
Pickles

!
Modburyin

Outdoor

a
....on the m te.
93 bus rou ly

DIY

s or on
Regular buse
r, with
minutes by ca
.
easy parking

Pet
Leisure

House
& Home
Toys
Fuel

With regular special offers ...we stock everything
from cookware to pet products, thousands
of items available at Modbury’s one stop shop.
“delivery service available”

Garden

2 Broad Street . Modbury PL21 0PS . Tel : 01548 830412 . www.picklesmodbury.co.uk

BIGBURY GOLF CLUB
Have you heard the buzz at Bigbury
from the Juniors to the Seniors?
Looking to join a new Golf Club?
Membership available with NO JOINING FEE (temporarily suspended)
99Superb course with great greens, good all year round
99Stunning scenery in all directions
99Famously friendly atmosphere
99Encouragement for all ages, male and female
Please call 01548 810557
Ask for Nigel Blenkarne
PGA Master Professional		
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www.bigburygolfclub.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Allotment Association

Notes from the Allotment

“T

he first week of
March was dry
and mild so we were able
to do some work on the
plot; the ground was quite
workable and we got
enough ground ready to
put in spring planted garlic
and the overwintering
onions that had been
sown in September and
overwintered in the
greenhouse. We did not
manage to get the early
potatoes in and then the
arctic blast descended on us.
In the greenhouse,
leek, onion and broad
bean seedlings are coming
through; cauliflower,
cabbage and lettuce seed
has been sown; potatoes
are chitting in the egg boxes
and we have them covered
in bubble wrap in the hope
that they don’t get frostbite.
Hopefully this year
will be more favourable
weather-wise than last.
April and May are the best
months for starting off
your summer season of
vegetables and flowers.
Broad beans can still be
planted and parsnips, fast
salad leaves, radishes and

peas can all be put into
the ground once the soil is
warmer and drier. In fact
Allotments do change hands
April and May are months
on a fairly regular basis, so
to start off most of your
be sure to be on the list if
salad, vegetable and flower
you like the idea of joining
seeds though some may
us. Just the right time to
need a start on the window
get started. Contact Sarah
sill or greenhouse.
avetonallotments@live.
If you haven’t pruned
co.uk or 01548 550538
your autumn fruiting
Finally the date for the
raspberries, it should be
Village Fruit and Vegetable
done now. Gooseberries
Show is Sunday August
should also be pruned now,
18th. So get planting, and
cutting back the side shoots
nurturing those exhibits.
to three buds and pruning
￼ If anyone has new ideas
out the crossing stems so
for different produce
as to create an open centre
classes please contact John
which will help to prevent
Yeabsley on 01548 559346
mildew.
Deep trenches for
planting your runners can
be dug in the next month
and filled with manure
and compost as beans are
hungry plants.
Lots to be getting on
with then, and hopefully the
weather will be kinder this
year.
Vacancy:
There is an
allotment
becoming
Rachael Quick ICSF
vacant soon,
tel: 01548 550642
so let me
mobile 07989 771382
know if you
weddings
are interested
funerals
and/or
special occasions
parties/functions
want to be
home appointments
put on the
seasonal decorations for every occasion
waiting list.
Former of Rosemary, est 25 years family business

Flowers by Rachael

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Challon’s Combe Farm

Challon’s Combe is an organic dairy farm run by Peter and Mary Fish with help from Grandad,
and Eleanor, Rosanna, Andrew and Jonathan.

W

hat a welcome relief
when the rain finally
stopped a few weeks ago!
Our cows were already
going out to graze on most
mornings before the dry
weather started, as our
soil is light enough for the
cows not to have made
too bad a mess. The east
wind which brought the dry
weather dried everything
up very quickly and within
a few days we were able
to start dung spreading,
harrowing, rolling and
slitting the grassland from

which the cows had
already eaten the
grass. Now, in mid
March, we can see the
grass growing almost
daily. Harrowing
pulls the dead grass
out of the ground
which encourages the
rest of the grass to grow
quicker and thicker. Slitting
improves grass growth by
allowing air into the soil
through slits made in the
top few inches of soil.
Sadly, we have lost
most of our hens to foxes
over the winter while they
have been out free-ranging
during daylight hours. We
assume it is only foxes,
and not badgers too, as we
have recently seen a large
fox near the farmyard on
several occasions.
We had another TB test
in February and were very
relieved when all of the
cattle went clear.
Our last two calves
born have both required

assistance. A Friesian heifer
was born facing backwards
so, instead of front feet and
then the nose appearing first,
we could see back feet and
legs followed by her tail. The
other calf was coming out
with one front leg back, so
Peter had to push the calf
back inside the cow and draw
the backward leg forwards in
order that the calf was in the
normal position and ready to
be born.
At the end of January, we
began skimming some milk
and now we are selling semi
skimmed milk and cream
alongside our yoghurt and
whole milk. The separator
is VERY noisy to run, but it
does a good job of extracting
the cream from the milk.

Recreation Field Improvement

I

n the January issue of
mAGpie it was reported
that the registration of the
Aveton Gifford Recreation
Ground as a QEII Field
will allow investment in
improving the land to
ensure continuing and wider
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use. This winter of almost
continuous rain has showed
that improved drainage
is essential; you will also
recall that the 2012 Classic
Car Show was postponed
because of surface water.
During recent weeks the

need to improve drainage
has become even more
urgent in advance of the
building and installation
of the second Phase of the
Play Park.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

This is ‘Village Cricket’

Cricket Club News

A

s part of the warm-up
for the forthcoming
season, Aveton Gifford
Cricket Club held practice
nets during March. These
were very well supported
and additional sessions are
planned for Sundays April
7th & 14th, 10-12pm at
the Kingsbridge Leisure
Centre.....budding cricketers
are very welcome.
AGCC’s
first match
(away) to
Bovey Tracey
at their

County Ground will be
taking place on Sunday
April 14th at 2pm, with the
team leaving from outside
the Fisherman’s Rest at
approximately 12.15pm.
This will be a tough
opening fixture against a
Premier League side and
a strong AGCC team is
recommended.
After last year’s success
another Car Boot Sale
has been arranged at The
Shooting Field.This will
be on Sunday May 19th
starting early at about

7.30am, with further details
and exact times to follow;
the gate will open to the
public around 10am, with a
BBQ planned for breakfast.
Make FRIENDS
with the Aveton Gifford
FACEBOOK page to
ensure that wherever or
whenever things happen
you are informed about
the Cricket Club and other
Parish matters.

High Barn
www.highbarndevon.co.uk

High Barn . Chillaton . Aveton Gifford . TQ7 4ER

Bed & Breakfast or Self-Catering
Working Art Studio
01548 550838
stay@highbarndevon.co.uk
We would be delighted to accommodate your friends or family
Studio open to visitors

www.nickbremer.com
Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes

The Minister’s
Review

by Rodney Bone

by Michael
Wilkinson

A Nature Holiday with a
Difference

T

alkeetna in Alaska
hosts the annual moose
dropping festival. Moose
droppings are thrown from
a balloon with the closest
to a target on the ground
winning the prizes. The
event takes place during

the second week in July.
Afterwards the inch long
brown pellets are varnished
and sold to tourists who
snap up the pellets and
take them home as novelty
earrings, Christmas
decorations and necklaces.

Our Minister writes

D

ear Friends and
Neighbours,

A frog in my wellie

W

hen I come home
from walking I always
lay my wellington boots flat
on the floor to stop the rain
getting into them. On the
2nd March I put them on
and the left one felt very
tight. I stamped my foot a

few times on the ground,
but it still didn’t feel right.
I removed it and to my
surprise a frog dropped
out. I placed it back into
the pond and it swam off
seemingly unharmed.

Winter Highlights
by Rod Bone & Eric Wotton
18 Jan - 1 Firecrest
21 Jan - 6 Dunlin (unusual this time of year)
24 Jan - 1 Grey Plover: the first I have seen since 1997
25 Jan - 9 Turnstone (Bantham)
31 Jan - first Marsh Marigolds open, 22 Ravens (in the fields towards Chantry)
6 Feb - 1 male Goosander (below Hatch Bridge)
14 Feb - 12 Shelduck
16 Feb - first Chiffchaff singing
18 Feb - 6 Water Pipits (South Efford Marsh)
22 Feb - 2 Firecrests
7 Mar - A pair of Siskins on my bird table
8 Mar - 2 White Wagtails (S.Efford Marsh)
12 Mar - The Egyptian Geese are nesting at the same site as last year
14 Mar - 4 Dunlin
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Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

This year you will get
this letter for April when
the festival of Easter has
already passed by. The story
of Easter begins with the
unexpected appearance of
Jesus after His death on
the cross to groups of His
disciples and followers,
conveying the message
that His death had not
ended His life as His
opponents had hoped. In
fact, that death had no
more dominion over Him.
Here He was living in
the dimension of eternal
life, the life of Heaven.
The life of the disciples,
men and women, were
completely changed by
these events. Instead of a
fearful, frightened group
of people, they became
one and went out into
the world to proclaim a
message of love and peace,
joy and goodness. So this
period is called ‘ the great
fifty days’ during which
the disciples were given a
new insight to their calling
by The Risen Lord. So for
us the next seven weeks
are times of renewal and
fresh understanding in

the Church leading to
Pentecost, a Hebrew festival
of the first fruits of harvest.
It is a preparation for the
beginning of this new
adventure, or enterprise, of
bringing in the Kingdom
of Heaven. In the Lord’s
Prayer Jesus taught His
followers to say ‘Thy will
be done, as it is in heaven’.
At the end of this time
Jesus no longer appeared to
them though, in fact, they
witnessed His return to
Heaven. But on returning to
Jerusalem they discovered
at the feast of Pentecost
that they themselves were
empowered by the Holy
Spirit to carry on His
work of loving God and
loving their neighbours.
For instance, Peter and
Andrew, who were just
fishermen, became leaders
of the Church, the called
people who felt impelled
to give their lives in the
service of God and others.
So Christians have tried to
follow this discovery of the
Spirit filled life, full of hope
and the power of God’s
love, ever since.
It has been a chequered
adventure with many
failures but with many
successes too. Many times

over the ages the risen
Lord has, through the
Holy Spirit, transformed
the lives of individuals and
communities.
We live in confusing
times and long to find a
way through the difficulties
with which life presents
us - for our children,
ourselves, our communities
and nation. We long for
peace and understanding.
It is my belief that the life
the disciples discovered is
available to each one of us
and our world today. Why
not lay aside your feelings
of doubt and, with those
who do already, place your
trust in the power of God
the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit and join us in
our enterprise? We badly
need help to bring love, joy,
peace and goodness.
If you do already, then
increase your efforts with
His power at your shoulder

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

May His joy be yours.
Michael Wilkinson

17

Useful Phone Numbers for Aveton Gifford
BT Broadband faults: 24 hrs........................................................................0800 111 4567
BT phone faults: 24 hrs.................................................................................0800 800 151
Bus - First National........................................................................................01752 495250
Bus - Tally Ho!................................................................................................01548 853081
Coastguard - non-emergency......................................................................0870 600 6505
Dentist - Kingsbridge NHS..........................................................................01548 854216
Devon Doctors (out of hours service).....................................................0845 6710 270
Doctor - Kingsbridge - Norton Brook.....................................................0844 4778953
Doctor - Modbury Health Centre.............................................................01548 830666
Electricity - emergency: 24 hrs...................................................................0800 365 900
Floodline .........................................................................................................0845 988 1188
Gas (bulk, home, LPG, emergency): 24 hrs.............................................08457 200 100
Hospital - Kingsbridge - South Hams........................................................01548 852349
Hospital - Plymouth - Derriford.................................................................0845 155 8155
Hospital - Torquay .......................................................................................01803 614567
Hospital - Totnes...........................................................................................01803 862622
NHS Direct.....................................................................................................0845 4647
Pharmacy - Kingsbridge - Boots.................................................................01548 852354
Pharmacy – Kingsbridge - Co-op...............................................................01548 857158
Pharmacy - Modbury.....................................................................................01548 830215
Police- non-emergency.................................................................................08452 777444 or 101
Pre-school - The Hive...................................................................................07716 790920
Pub - Fisherman’s Rest.................................................................................01548 550284
RSPCA: 24 hrs................................................................................................0300 1234 999
Samaritans: 24 hrs..........................................................................................08457 909090
School...............................................................................................................01548 550262
South Hams District Council......................................................................01803 861234
Village Shop & Post Office...........................................................................01548 550996
Tourist Information - Kingsbridge.............................................................01548 853195
Trading standards farmed animal health and petrol incidents: 24 hrs.................................01392 499499
Victim support................................................................................................0845 3030 900
Village Hall Bookings - Pat Byrne...............................................................01548 550992
Water and sewage: 24 hrs...........................................................................0800 169 1144

18

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Crafting heaven...
Workshops for
all ages and a
shop packed
with goodies

The Village
Shop & Post
Office is open
7 days a week:

Monday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Tuesday: 8:00am -1pm & 2pm - 6:00pm
Wednesday: 8:00am - 2:30pm
Thursday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Friday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3:00pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 2:30pm
Aveton Gifford Village Shop
Fore Street
Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
TEL: 01548 550996

Web design with zest.
I am a well qualified and experienced web designer
& coder working full-time from my studio in Aveton
Gifford offering the following services:
Quality, bespoke web design with a
personal touch.
Complete design package, including
graphics, video, audio & flash animation.

• Fun, informal workshops – beginners to
advanced
• Parties for children and adults – from sock
monkeys to silk knickers
• Regular knit and natter, Monday night craft
club
Sewing, knitting, crochet, lampshades, felting,
embroidery, patchwork...
Our shop stocks a wide range of
quality craft books and kits, gorgeous yarn, patterns, needles and
accessories. Do come and browse.
Book online at www.
socialfabrictotnes.co.uk or 01803
866144 101 High St, Totnes, TQ9 5PF (top of
The Narrows, in the old Post office)

... caring for more than 300
homes around the areas of
Salcombe & Kingsbridge
Why not enjoy the ‘Pebbles
finish’ in your own home?
Housekeeping & Cleaning
(Domestic & Holiday Home)
Telephone: 01548 843680

Professional and personal service with
excellent communication.
Contact Amy Clayton for a free consultation.
email: amy@limelight-webstudio.co.uk
phone: 07796 266559
web: www.limelight-webstudio.co.uk

Pebbles of Salcombe Ltd
4 Island Square, Island St, Salcombe

www.pebblesofsalcombe.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Tilly Downing

Curtains
Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

BSc, POD, MCh.S
STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

Home visits or in-surgery treatment

Three years training,
Very safe and thorough

TEL: 01548 550072

The Laurels, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford

opposite the car park – near the school

Claire Louise Hill

Professional Painter and Decorator
Pastures New, Shute Lane, South Milton, Kingsbridge TQ7 3JL
Home 01548 561161

Mobile 07976129162

Award Winning – Fully Qualified – Fully Insured

MOBILE HAIR STYLIST
TEL: 0777 992 3502
Too busy to get to the hairdressers?
Then, let me come to you!.
I am a fully qualified, professional hairdresser.

FLETE
GARDENS

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance
Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435

Fine Shine Ltd
Carpets & Upholstery
Oriental Rugs
(collection for workshop cleaning)
Domestic & Commercial

Valeting
Car-Boat-Caravan
Workshop or mobile service
Why not leave your car with us
while you work or shop?

Contact: 01548 854313 mobile 07989 300453 or 07971 247375
Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive Kingsbridge TQ7 1SF
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