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grant of £50,000
has helped Aveton
Gifford bring the
second phase of their
Play Park plans into
being. The Recreation
Field has been granted
Fields in Trust status
and is now the home of a brand new play facility aimed at older
youngsters who have had a big say in what they wanted.
The Bridges Play Park Group initiated ambitious plans some
five years ago to replace existing, and somewhat aged, play
equipment with custom designs that were more appropriate to
the rural setting and to young people in the 21st century. Phase
One was created to stimulate young people, from pre-school
to early primary school years, with a range of wood-based
equipment and mechanics that continue the learning through
involvement that is practised so widely these days.
A second phase targeting the needs of an older group
had to wait until funds from Groundwork UK and the Big
Lottery were available. Once the go-ahead had been received,
consultation events with the target group were held to ensure
their involvement with such a significant investment. The design
and tendering process is dictated by the Big Lottery to ensure
compliance and a correct procedure is followed.
The Bridges Play Park
Group had available
funds from the Sports and
Leisure Group to help
with these early processes
and to provide match
funding for some of the
preparatory work. Earth
Wrights from Dartington
met many of the criteria
required in terms of design
...continued on page 2
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...continued from page 1
and build and had the
advantage of being local and
in empathy with the aims of
the new Play Park.
The Play Park is now
ready for a whole range of
challenging fun. The official
opening was done with
aplomb by Mrs Lol Parker,
who had been flooded
out of her home on three
separate occasions last year.
The afternoon of Sunday
was made even more
poignant for Lol as it was
the hottest of days in the
driest of weeks.
There are additional
bits and pieces to be done
later in the year in order
to provide an improved
finish and appearance: for
example, a Willow Rope
Walk (see left) will be
added in November when
the seasons are more in
favour of planting trees.
The Parish Council will also
be monitoring how dogs
behave around this new
addition to play facilities in
AG.
Everyone is welcome, so
come along at any time to
be excited by the new Play
Park in Aveton Gifford.

2

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Flood report and action

D

evon County
Council’s report
into the flooding in the
village during 2012, and
the recommended changes
to limit future flooding
events, were the subject of a
meeting in July 2013.

In summary, the size of
the culvert taking Parson’s
Brook from Millfield under
the road to Rectory Lawns
is to be made larger. The
current size limits the
volume of storm water
taking this route and causes

flooding at Mill Cottages.
This replacement is being
costed by DCC and, at
around £80,000, there are
a number of pots that are
being ‘tapped’ to ensure a
resolution is made speedily.

St. Andrew’s Aveton Gifford Church Fete, 13th July 2013

T

wo more contrasting
years for the Church
Fete at Aveton Gifford one
could not imagine. After
the devastation of flooding
last year, this year the
Fete took place in boiling
sunshine.
It was opened in
grand style by our
ex-Churchwarden and
Modbury Town Crier
David Scott, in full regalia
with a somewhat rosy hue.
Rosie Warrilow presented
David’s wife, Bridget, with
a lovely basket arrangement
of garden flowers. The stalls
had a fine range on offer,
cakes sold like hot cakes
(as they would on a day like
that, Ed.) and the book stall
was very well patronised possibly for something to
read whilst taking a siesta.
Naturally, ice creams and
the tea room were greatly
in demand, whilst Emazdad
entertained the children
with balloons and humour
and Neil found a shady
spot in which to play his
ukulele, which fascinated
many people. The display

The Fete of
Cakes
A huge thank you to all
those who gave cakes,
biscuits and gateaux
to the cake stall on
Saturday 13 July.
of poultry was admired by
everybody as they passed by
– and I think we all envied
the ducks with their feet in
water!
The Fete Committee
(who, under David and
Diana Snow’s leadership,
work so hard all year round
organising this mammoth
event) would like to thank
all those who helped on the
Friday evening; all those
who found goods for the
stalls, or manned stalls,
provided teas and cakes,
or sold raffle tickets; but
especially the villagers and
those from around the
Team who came to support
this wonderful sunny
afternoon event which
raised (with a few expenses
yet to be paid) nearly £2,500

We had a magnificent
selection to offer and
few could resist. After
a warm couple of hours
and sustained by a cup
of tea, we had sold out
completely and raised a
record amount towards
Church funds.
Thank you so much for
your time, your effort
and your generosity.
Jackie Javes
for general Church Funds.
If you were unable to
come this year, make a note
in your diary for Saturday
12th July 2014 and we hope
to see you then.
Joy Winzer

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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An introduction to the South
Hams Rivers Improvement Project
(SHRImP)

T

his is a report on
SHRImP: its origins,
organisation and progress
to date, from the personal
viewpoint of one member
of the project advisory
panel. None of the work
would have been possible
without the collaboration of
numerous interest groups
and, especially, without
the knowledge, experience
and professionalism of the
West Country Rivers Trust
(WRT), whose project
SHRImP remains.
The rivers of the South
Hams include the Avon
(known locally as the
Aune), Erme and Yealm,
all of which have their
source on Dartmoor and
drain into The Channel
off the south west corner
of Devon. Between them
they contain some of the
finest nature conservation
sites in the South West
and host a diverse array of
wildlife. From source to sea,
these rivers flow through
numerous protected
landscapes including Sites
of Special Scientific Interest,
County Wildlife Sites and
the South Devon Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB). The Salcombe
and the Kingsbridge
estuaries and Dartmoor
National Park are Special
Areas of Conservation,
with the rivers of Dartmoor

4

being renowned for their
populations of Atlantic
Salmon and Brown Trout.
However, problems were
identified with each of these
rivers by the Environment
Agency (EA) when they
started to implement the
EU’s Water Framework
Directive and published
their so-called Waterbody
Information Packs for all
UK rivers in 2011. These
problems were likely to
result in our rivers falling
short by 2015 of the
required EU standard for
Good Ecological Status
for various reasons; some
relatively easy to fix, others
more intractable. At the
same time as publishing
their assessment of the
current situation, the EA
called for the participation
and involvement of other
parties to help put things
right. In response, the Aune
Conservation Association
(ACA) contacted a variety
of expert organisations,
including the Avon Fishing
Association, South Devon
AONB, the South West
Rivers Association, South
West Water, the WRT and
the Wild Trout Trust, to
form a task group which
would collaborate with the
EA in helping to understand
and manage the Devon
Avon’s water quality and
ecological well being, and

to coordinate and drive
forward a programme
of water improvement
projects. This cooperative
interaction, currently under
the chairmanship of the
ACA, remains the model
for the other South Hams
rivers and is underpinned
by formal terms of
reference and objectives.
Of fundamental importance
is the involvement of the
WRT, which successfully
applied for government
funds and provided the
resources to make things
happen and to produce the
results which are outlined
here. The WRT christened
their project for the Avon
and the other South Hams
rivers ‘SHRImP’. The
original Devon Avon
task group remains in
an advisory capacity to
SHRImP and meets with
the EA several times each
year.
The original problems
identified on the Avon
mostly involve the higher
reaches, where the water
is highly acidic (possibly
due to an historic ‘acid
rain’ effect, to the naturally
acidic geology, or to both)
and fish species such as the
Bullhead (Cottus gobio)
and Brown Trout (Salmo
trutta) - which are expected
in a pristine, natural river
- are either missing or

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

are not abundant. The
influence of the Avon Dam
on the natural flows of
water (needed for normal
fish migration) and gravel
(needed for fish spawning)
is very important and is
being addressed, but other
obstacles to fish migration
have been identified as likely
contributors to the failure
to meet EU standards. In
particular, there is limited
access to spawning habitats
for migratory salmonids
within the upper section of
the Avon. The task group
agreed that a comprehensive
new assessment of potential
obstructions to salmonid
and eel migration would
be required, as a first step,
to supplement the EA’s
information pack which
outlined 13 obstructions to
migration, including artificial
weir structures and natural
falls. This new survey was
carried out by the WRT
between December 2012
and February 2013, to
provide greater certainty
in determining the extent
to which obstructions may
be contributing to fish
failures and in targeting
the funds available to
improve fish passage
and easements, where
appropriate. ‘Walkover’
surveys were carried out
to identify each potential
obstruction to fish passage
on the River Avon, the Bala
Brook and the Glaze Brook.
Man-made structures and
natural features that were
highlighted during the
fisheries walkover surveys

were revisited and more
detailed assessments of
‘passability’ by fish were
conducted with respect to
the different swimming
and leaping abilities of each
species.
The assessment identified
in-stream structures,
including weirs (in varying
states of repair), large
woody debris and natural
waterfall and chute features.
Of these, a total of 10 (eight
man-made structures and
two natural falls - Lydia
Falls and Shipley Falls) were
assessed in more detail due
to their potential to present
obstacles to fish migration.
Brown Trout was the only
species recorded upstream
of Shipley Falls (trout are
also found above the Dam,
but the relationship of this
stock to the population
below the Dam remains
something of a mystery
and an auxiliary study of
trout population genetics
has been proposed, but
not yet funded). The
steep, high gradient nature
of the river upstream of
South Brent presents a
number of natural features
that are greater obstacles
to fish migration than
the artificial barriers
assessed within the current
investigation. Despite Lydia
Falls incorporating two
vertical features with an
estimated hydraulic head of
greater than 1.4m, juvenile
migratory salmonids have
been recorded upstream of
this structure. Therefore,
salmonid progeny within

the Upper Avon may have
become locally adapted to
negotiating such features.
The survey results
confirm that there are
a number of artificial
obstacles on the Avon
that present a partial or
complete barrier to fish
species migrations. Artificial
barriers may however
contribute cumulative
effects upon salmonid
progress upstream,
including additional delay
to migration and potential
disorientation due to
sudden changes in flow and
velocity.
The results suggest that
upstream movement of
juvenile salmon is likely
to be highly restricted by
obstacles. Venn Weir,
Loddiswell Boulder Weir
and Brent Island Weir
were assessed as complete
barriers to this lifestage.
Suitable conditions for
elver (i.e. climbing substrate)
were recorded at obstacles,
with the exception of two
upstream weirs. This is
supported by the fisheries
data which confirm the
presence of eel at all
sites below Shipley Falls.
However, eel numbers were
lower than expected at the
majority of sites. Therefore,
despite the potential for
elver passage at the majority
of sites, it is considered that
an improvement to elver
passage would be beneficial
at Brent Island Weir and
Crackhill Weir. Shipley
falls however is likely to
present a complete barrier
...continued on page 6
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...continued from page 5
to elver. The results suggest
that most obstacles present
no barrier to downstream
eel migration, although
Crackhill Weir and the Old
Avon Intake Weir may
present partial barriers
under some low flow
conditions. Overall, the
impact of obstacles upon
adult eel migration was
considered negligible.
Future work will involve
more detailed study of
barriers to fish migration,
prior to their repair or

removal, in the following
priority order:- Venn Weir,
Loddiswell Boulder Weir,
Curtisknowle Weir, Brent
Island Weir and Crackhill
Weir. Importantly, the
work to improve fish stocks
is not being carried out in
isolation. Other aspects of
WRT’s SHRImP include the
provision of farm plans and
advice, habitat management,
river flow investigations
and educational work.
Separately, efforts continue
to limit the extent of the

regular illegal netting of
salmonid fish around the
Avon and other South
Hams estuaries, because
these activities obviously
deplete the numbers of
fish swimming upriver to
spawn and maintain the
populations. These other
topics will be covered in
future reports.
Stuart Watts, ACA
Chairman – June 2013

The Rectory Lawn

P

arishioners will I hope
have noticed the new
planting!
Camellias, Pieris and
Hydrangeas have been
planted in the area that had
previously been cleared
of Laurel. The shrubs
were purchased at a very
competitive price and have
been chosen for colour and
hardiness: the Camellias
should flower over a long
period.
The shrubs arrived
when I was away (new

Grandaughter), so Peter
Javes kindly took them
home and kept them
watered, while Ed Tarr, with
the help of his mini digger,
saved us hours of work by
digging 15 enormous holes.
The following day a
brave crew accomplished
the planting; John Reid
completely disappeared
in one of the holes at one
stage so that only the top of
his hat was visible. Thank
you to John R, John E, John
C, David P, and Pat C.

Also, grateful
thanks to The
Parish Project
Group who
donated
£150
towards the
cost of the
shrubs.
It is hoped to look
at clearing and planting the
area above the Yew trees in
the future.
Delia Elliott

Aveton Giford Parish Website - Your
Website !

T

he Parish Council have
for some time been
discussing the upgrading and
improving of our website.
Amy Clayton has now
been commissioned to
‘build’ the new site and all
clubs, societies, institutions
and groups will be invited
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to be represented on the
new website either by direct
input or by link to existing
websites.
Do you have any nice
photographs of the parish
? We are looking to have
some lovely coloured
images that will represent

different areas to showcase
Aveton Gifford.
Please contact Amy if
you can help (amyjclayton@
gmail.com or 07796
266559).
Pippa Unwin and Ros
Brousson have offered to
assist Amy with editing.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

AG Parish Project Group

T

he group enjoyed a visit to Shilstone
in early June where we were guided
by the resident archaeologist Abi Gray to
explore the ever-expanding Devon Rural
Archive. Abi had looked out information
relating to Aveton Gifford, which proved
of great interest to many of us. After an
excellent sandwich lunch, we had a tour
of the house and garden where Sebastian
Fenwick has embarked on an amazing
project - Shilstone has been ‘reborn’ !!
Please look at our Project Group
website where there is a fuller account
of the visit with excellent photographs,
courtesy of Neil Cooper.
Our next major project is the
publication of David Balkwill`s farming
memoir; we hope this will be available in
the early autumn
Delia Elliott

David Balkwill

High Barn
www.highbarndevon.co.uk

High Barn . Chillaton . Aveton Gifford . TQ7 4ER

Bed & Breakfast or Self-Catering
Working Art Studio
01548 550838
stay@highbarndevon.co.uk
We would be delighted to accommodate your friends or family
Studio open to visitors

www.nickbremer.com
Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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August / September Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
AUGUST Diary
Monday 5th

7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

Sunday 18th

Monday 26th

Aveton Gifford Village Produce Show - for further 			
information, details of classes/times etc, please see the 		
magazine, posters around the village or call John Yeabsley
11.00am- Aveton Gifford Classic Car Show on the 			
4.00pm Green with teas in the Village Hall.

SEPTEMBER Diary
Monday 2nd

7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 12th

7.30pm WI – ‘Children’s Hospice in Southwest‘ with Paula Hullett

Friday 20th

7.00pm Harvest Festival Service at St Andrew’s Church followed by
Harvest Supper in the hall at 8/8.15pm

Sunday 14th

2.00pm- Official opening – Phase II Bridges Play Park – Parson’s Green
6.00pm AND Fields in Trust – HAVE A FIELD DAY

Sunday 19th

10.00am Sunday AGCC Car Boot Sale – Shooting Field

Regular Events
Mondays

2.30-4.30pm

Monday Club

Tuesdays

7.30-9.30pm

Lupridge Singers (begins again 10th September)

Wednesdays

4.30-5.30pm

Children’s Table Tennis and Sports Club (begins
again 18th September)

Thursdays

4.30-5.30pm

Children’s Table Tennis and Sports Club

Fridays

6.00pm-7.00pm

Zumba

Tuesday, Wednesday &
Friday

9.00-12.00
12.00-1.00
1.00-3.30

Morning Sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon Sessions

Thursday

9.00-12.00
12.00-1.00

Morning Sessions
Lunch Club
No Afternoon Session

9.45-11.45am

Parents & Toddlers

No Breakfast Club at present, but if demand increases or anyone is interested, please
contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920
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Too Many

W

hen a certain historian
came into the village
to live and started delving
into the Parish records he
came across a photograph
by Jimmy Ruth of men at
a badger dig. He asked me
their names and expressed
amazement that the village
policeman, a church warden
and the Chairman of the
Parish Council were among
them. It was no surprise to
me however! Because they
knew that badgers spread
tuberculosis and had to be
controlled. There were only
three setts in the Parish
when I was a lad: at Torr
Plantation, Chantry Woods
and Stadbury Woods, where
badgers were left alone so
long as they remained in
the woods. But, as soon as
they multiplied and started
digging setts outside, they
were controlled and the
only effective way in those

days was to dig them out.
Terriers were trained to
drive them into an end hole
underground and bark, so
that the diggers knew where
to dig and could dispatch
the badgers humanely.
Terriers had to be trained
to bark and not get so
close as to be mauled. So
a badger would be turned
loose in a confined space
and young terriers would
be held on long leashes and
taught to bark and not bite.
This led to accusations of
badger baiting and resulted
in the Badger Protection
Act - the worst piece of
legislation ever to hit the
countryside. Nowadays
there are more effective
ways of controlling these
pests, but no one is allowed
to interfere with badger
setts and now there is a sett
in almost every field.
The badger lobby is

particularly vociferous.
They have no understanding
of the damage these animals
do in spreading Bovine
TB, their destruction of
hedgehogs, wild bees’ nests,
birds and small mammals.
It is estimated that it
would cost £600 to trap
and vaccinate each badger
and there are hundreds of
thousands of them - money
much needed for the NHS,
Police, Fire and Welfare
Benefits. Those of us
who live and work in the
countryside do not want to
eliminate all badgers; they
are a woodland creature
and part of it. Perhaps,
if a seal cub had to be
put down because it had
caught Bovine TB from a
badger bite, it would make
people realise that the
badger population has to be
controlled. There are just
too many!

Uke ‘n Sing – Ukulele group

Pre-School Now at ‘The Hive’

Monday

Village Memories

by
David Balkwill

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Uke ‘n Sing – Ukulele group meets on the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month in
the Fisherman’s Rest from 7.30pm
We are a friendly group of ukulele players based in and around
Modbury. We play a range of songs and have a range of abilities
(both singing and uke playing!) and even perform publicly sometimes (not
compulsory!).
We welcome new members of all abilities, so if you’d like to join us, just turn
up on the night.
Check us out on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/
groups/171106866403083/) or contact Neil 830260 or Jeff 830274.
Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Parish Walks

by Jim Fowler

Number 3: The Avon Estuary Walk to Waterhead

Footpath 8, Byway 24 (Drunkard’s Hill), Footpath 9 and the “Stakes
Road”. Starting and finishing in Timbers car park, approximately 4.2 km,
with some rise and fall; around 1 hour 15 mins. If you’re a visitor to AG,
and you only do one walk, make it this one, for the walk by the river.)

T

he last 20 to 25
minutes of this
walk will usually be
impassable at high
tide, so start by
checking the tide
times on the notice
board in Timbers Car
Park - you need to set
off at least an hour
after high water and
no later than three and
a half hours before the
next high water.
Set out by walking
through the tunnel
under the main
road and taking the
first path on your
left, marked “Avon
Estuary Walk”. Before
you walk up the
hill, take note of the
location of the village pub,
“The Fisherman’s Rest”.
As you walk up the hill, you
will catch glimpses of the
village to your right with
views of farmland to your
left.
At the end of the path
(after approx. 500m) turn
left, cross the A379 and
walk down the road to
Waterhead. As you go
through Waterhead the road
curves round to your right
and continues uphill and
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View along “Stakes Road”

soon you come to Skippers
Hill Cottage on your left.
Turn left in front of the
cottage and after a few yards
you will see a stile to your
right, which is the start of
Footpath 8. Over the stile,
follow the line of the hedge
on your left until it ends
(150m). Here bear slightly
right and proceed up the
fairly steep slope to a stile in
the hedge at the top (300m).
When you get to the top,
stop and look back at the
wonderful views.

On the other side of the
stile, again bear slightly to
your right and after about
100m you will come to a
wooden stile by a cattle grid.
Cross either the stile or the
cattle grid and then turn
left onto the byway called
Drunkard’s Hill (so named
since at least 1837). Turn
left down the hill, which
after about 700m meets the
road from Prospect Cottage
to Easton, then turn left
...continued on page 11
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Challon’s Combe Farm

Challon’s Combe is an organic dairy farm run by Peter and Mary Fish with help from Grandad,
and Eleanor, Rosanna, Andrew and Jonathan.

News from Challan’s Combe

W

oken up at 5am
today by a sound of
‘difficult calving mooing’
coming from a heifer
we had left in overnight
because she was looking
very close to calving.
So, rushed downstairs
and outside to find the calf,
not stuck halfway out, but
already born and stuck in
the doorway where there
was less bedding. The new
mum was licking it well
and obviously aware that
she needed a bit of help to
get her new daughter onto
her feet. Once the calf was
away from the door, she
ricocheted from wall to wall
of the pen until she caught
her balance and managed to
stay in one spot, wobbling
but not falling over. The
...continued from page 10
again and go another 100m
which will lead you to a
stone bridge over the stream
at Duke’s Mill (this area
is still used for growing
willow from which baskets
are made). Just before the
bridge, turn left and follow
the track which bears to the
right around a large wooden
gate - you are now on
Footpath 9.
Follow the track as it
slowly rises through a

next step was to find her
mum’s udder, which she
did quite quickly and then
started suckling.
Meanwhile, we offered
the heifer warm water with
salt and glucose dissolved
in it: she drank 4 bucketfuls
straight off and ate a bunch
of ivy (an idea we got from
an old herbal book). A good
start to the day.
What a contrast in
weather, from the bitterly
cold spring with it’s absence
of grass, to summer heat
wave and haymaking
with the abundance of
grass which suddenly and
unexpectedly grew in early
summer. It is so nice to
have the scent of new hay
around the barn.
We have seen a lot

more butterflies around
since the hot weather
began, especially small
tortoiseshells and lots of
brown ones in the tall
“unimproved” grass, of
which we have several acres
spread around the farm.
The bees are making the
most of the clover in our
grassland and it seems to be
a very good year for bumble
bees. Around the middle of
May I saw a pair of nightjars
fly past the house, one of
them pausing in mid flight
to catch an insect.
We have just had
yet another TB test
although thankfully the last
three have all been clear.

conifer plantation and after
about 350m you will see a
green and yellow waymark
sign directing you to the
right, where a narrow path
descends through the
trees for about 50m to an
old stone stile. This path
continues across a short
boardwalk and then follows
the line of the creek until it
brings you out to the Stakes
Road just by the stakes.
Turn left onto the road and
walk back to Timbers Car

Park. If you have timed this
right, not only will your feet
stay dry, but you will also be
able to take refreshment at
the Fisherman’s Rest at the
end of your walk.

Mary Fish

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Know your Parish

.
Next stop..
Pickles

!
Modburyin

Outdoor

a
....on the m te.
93 bus rou ly

DIY

s or on
Regular buse
r, with
minutes by ca
.
easy parking

Pet
Leisure

House
& Home
Toys
Fuel

With regular special offers ...we stock everything
from cookware to pet products, thousands
of items available at Modbury’s one stop shop.
“delivery service available”

Garden

2 Broad Street . Modbury PL21 0PS . Tel : 01548 830412 . www.picklesmodbury.co.uk

BIGBURY GOLF CLUB
Have you heard the buzz at Bigbury
from the Juniors to the Seniors?
Looking to join a new Golf Club?
Membership available with NO JOINING FEE (temporarily suspended)
99Superb course with great greens, good all year round
99Stunning scenery in all directions
99Famously friendly atmosphere
99Encouragement for all ages, male and female
Please call 01548 810557
Ask for Nigel Blenkarne
PGA Master Professional		
12

www.bigburygolfclub.co.uk
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Hill Head Barns

T

he small barn was built
in 1848 and bears this
date at its eastern end. It
was probably built with
stone from a nearby quarry
close to the river. The two
adjoining fields are named
Little Course Hill and Mill
Course Hill in the tithe map
of 1842. The barn was
used for cattle in the 1930s
and was converted for
residential use by Charles
Tucker, who planted the
two copses to the north and
south of the barn around
the year 2000. Permission
was given for a minor
alteration to Footpath
number 4 which was moved
by 2 metres as it passed
directly in front of the new
front door of the barn.
The large barn was
built during World War
2 for Jack Ellis of Marsh
Mills who had managed
to acquire timber for
the purpose, despite the
wartime restrictions. There
were two storeys, with the
upper one approached
by steps on the northern
frontage. It was used to
store corn, while the lower
one housed machinery.
The barn was built by the
village firm of R. B. Mitchell
& Son, but the walls were
only nine inches thick and,
when the roof was slated,
its weight caused sagging

by Ken Doughty

between the principal
supports so that remedial
action was required. After
the war the barn was taken
over by the building firm of
H. S. Lakeman & Son and
converted to a workshop,
for which purpose windows
were inserted. There was
a work bench on the upper
floor where hurdles and
gates were made for local
farms; the lower level was
used for storage of sand and
gravel and for lorry parking.
Respectable local people
now in their 70s will
remember with affection
the goings-on associated
with the unofficial youth
club run on the deserted
upper floor of the barn
during the 1950s. There
was no adult involvement
and the club attracted
youngsters from as far afield
as Kingsbridge with one
of the firm’s vans used to
convey people to and fro.
A gramophone provided
loud music (often featuring
the Rolling Stones) to
dance to, while somebody
also produced a drum kit
for budding timpanists!
It was during this time
that Lakemans were very
much concerned with the
rebuilding of the Parish
Church, a project which
finally culminated in it’s
rededication in 1957. They

also used the old chapel at
the bottom of Rock Hill
for parking the van, for
joinery (including coffins)
and secretarial work; it
later became residential
flats. The barn meanwhile
was subsequently used
as a working garage by
P.T.Roberts who were
active during the 1980s
and who are now in
Kingsbridge.
Eventually the two
barns and adjoining fields
were purchased by Annie
and Mike Martin who
proceeded to make major
alterations to the large barn,
turning it eventually into a
substantial double fronted
house with splendid views
of the river valley. They
added a detached garage
and, once the house was
completed, turned their
efforts to the fields where
they have planted many
trees and flower gardens.
Devon County Council
then gave permission for
a further diversion of
Footpath 4, including the
insertion of steps, with
the work carried out by
the builders of the barn.
The building of the house
and the alterations to the
garden has thus provided
much employment for local
builders and gardeners - and
still does.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Aveton
Gifford

School Report

Friday afternoon with Miss
West from KCC in order
to prepare a dance that
provided a showcase for our
end of year performance.

Summer Term Round-Up
Multi Cultural Week
We started the term with
our ‘Multi Cultural Week’.
The children in Early
Years learnt all about Africa
and had a wonderful time
cooking some African
recipes, which Miss Joyce
had brought back from her
travels through Uganda,
with Mrs Laidler and Mrs
Broad.
In Key Stage 2 the
children studied Japan.
They were thrilled to have
a visit from representatives
of the Karate Academy
who spent a day with them
teaching some basic karate
techniques and moves.
They also enjoyed lessons in
the Japanese language from
Mrs Young, who is a fluent
Japanese speaker having
lived and taught in Japan.
Year 6 Circus Day
As a special treat at
the end of the Key Stage
2 SATs tests, the Year
6 children from Aveton
Gifford Primary School
joined the Year 6 children
from Salcombe Primary
School to take
part in a
circus skills
day.
The
event was held
at Salcombe
Primary School.
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During this fun-filled
day the children learnt to
perform a variety of circus
skills which they ably
demonstrated to us all when
they came back into school
the following day!
Residential Trips
Years 5 & 6 – London –
17th to 19th June
Years 3 & 4 – Start Bay –
8th to 10th July
We arranged two
wonderful residential trips
for our Key Stage 2 children
this year.
Years 5 and 6 travelled
up to London, where they
enjoyed a guided tour of
the Houses of Parliament,
a trip to the Tower of
London, a night ride on the
London Eye, a trip to see
the musical ‘The Lion King’
and a visit to ‘Madame
Tussauds’.
Years 3 and 4 spent two
of the hottest days of the
year at the Start Bay Centre
near Slapton, where they
enjoyed a night walk, river
activities and learnt rope
skills.
Sports Day & Picnic
Lunch
This year we very
optimistically scheduled
our Sports Day and Picnic
Lunch to take place before
the half term break. We

hoped that, by having it
earlier this year, if we were
‘rained off’ again it would
allow us plenty of time to
rearrange it! This year the
sun shone and the children
enjoyed an action-packed
morning on the Village
Field, where the winning
team was ‘Erme’, ably
captained by Noah.
Surfing Talk
We were delighted to
welcome back former pupil
Ellen Harding, who is
currently the Under-18 UK
Surf Champion, to speak to
the children about learning
to surf and the surfing
opportunities on offer in
our area.
Tag Rugby
Our Tag Rugby
players from
Years 5 and 6
played brilliantly
in the inter-school
tournament held
at Salcombe Rugby Club.
After only a few practice
sessions our team was only
beaten into fourth place
by a single point! We were
very grateful to Mr Wotton
for taking on the role of
‘Team Coach’.
Key Stage 1 Dance
Our Early Years children
enjoyed dance lessons each

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

World Ocean Day
On Friday 7th June, in
support of ‘World Ocean’
day, the children paid £1 to
come into school wearing
blue. We were also very
lucky to be inundated with
an assortment of blue
coloured cakes to sell at
break-time and after lunch.
Anatomy Morning at the
University of Plymouth
Our Year 6 children
enjoyed a wonderful
morning at the University
of Plymouth in conjunction
with Plymouth Medical
School.
RNLI Morning
The children in Key Stage
2 made the brief journey
to Salcombe to visit the
Lifeboat Station there and
take a look at the lifeboat.
KCC Liaison Events for
Year 6
We are very fortunate
to have developed over
the years strong links with

Kingsbridge Community
College which mean that
our Year 6 children enjoy
the benefit of regular
sessions with teachers
from the College in such
curriculum areas as Maths,
Science, English, Music and
Design & Technology.
A Shakespeare workshop
on ‘A Midsummer Night’s
Dream’, a D/T taster
session, a ‘Primary Singing
Day’, working in the
laboratories in the College
and visits from Mrs Walker
from the College Maths
department have all helped
to prepare the children
for their transition from
primary to secondary
education.
Visits to South Milton
Sands
Our younger children
enjoyed a wonderful
morning on the beach and
came back into school
with a variety of artefacts
that included very
large pieces of
seaweed and
bits of cuttlefish! Our
older children
meanwhile
enjoyed a

beach workshop generating
ideas to help them produce
a beach-inspired piece of
art work to be exhibited at
Harbour House.
End of Year Performance
Our end of year
performance was this
year held in the Memorial
Hall on Wednesday 17th
and Thursday 18th July.
The children performed
a medley of songs from
a variety of Roald Dahl
books in what was a truly
wonderful event.
AG’s Got Talent
Our wonderful PTFA
arranged another ‘AG’s Got
Talent’ evening on Friday
19th July. Many people
came along, joined in the
fun and all had a wonderful
time!
……and finally…..
We had to say goodbye to our lovely Year 6:
Max, Mattie, Fergus, Liam,
Beren, Noah, Sofia, Lucy,
Hermione, Maddy, Freya,
Hannah, Hebe and Megan
at the ‘Leavers’ Service’
on Tuesday 23rd July in St
Andrew’s Church.

FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS !
SOUTH HAMS DISTRICT COUNCIL has just launched on their website a new page
entitled “Where you live”. It aims to give local residents a much easier way of getting
useful information about their own particular area and property, including recycling and
waste collection, council tax, contact with district and county councillors and your MP,
policing and parking.
To access it, go to http://www.southhams.gov.uk and enter your post code in the box
at the bottom right of the Home page that is entitled “Where you live”.
Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes

by Rodney Bone

Ups and Downs of some of the
Breeding Birds of the Parish
Breed
Mute Swans

Rooks

Year
2000
2013

2012
2013
Starlings
2004
2013
Willow
2000
2013
Warblers
Song Thrushes 2000
2013
Spotted
2000
2013
Flycatchers
House Martins 2000
2013
Bullfinches
2000
2013

Observations
3 pairs bred; 7 cygnets hatched.
5 pairs bred.
Pair A: 1st nest was washed away; 2nd nest had 2 cygnets that
died the same day that they hatched.
Pair B: 1st nest was washed away; 2nd nest was washed away; 3rd
nest saw 4 cygnets hatch.
Pair C :1st nest was washed away; 2nd nest was washed away.
Pair D: Eggs taken by a predator, probably a fox.
Pair E: 1st nest was washed away; 2nd nest has a bird still sitting,
but only two eggs were seen.
317 pairs with 108 pairs in the largest rookery.
237 pairs, with 58 pairs in the largest rookery.
14 nests.
9 nests.
Birds at 32 sites.
Birds at 5 sites.
Birds present at 60 sites.
Birds present at 39 sites.
Birds present at 32 sites.
Birds present at 10 sites.
149 pairs.
39 pairs.
Birds present at 26 sites
Birds present at 27 sites.

Summer Highlights by Rod Bone & Eric Wotton
16 May - 3 Whimbrel
26 May - 2 Lesser Whitethroats (near Weir)
1 June - 5 Dunlin in summer plumage (South Efford
Marsh)
3 June - Cuckoo heard
(Bablands Farm)
9 June - 1 Black Tailed
Godwit (South Efford
Marsh)
12 June -21 Shelduck (South
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Efford Marsh)
28 June - 1st Green Sandpiper returns (South Efford
Marsh)
29 June - 2 adult Mediterranean Gulls
30 June - Cirl Bunting
singing (marsh above road
bridge)
2 & 6 July - Cirl Bunting
singing (gorse towards
Weredowns)

5 July- 1st Redshank back
(South Efford Marsh)
7 July - 1st three Common
Sandpipers back
9 July - 1 Siskin (on my
bird table)
10 July - 1st Greenshank
back (South Efford Marsh)
11 July - 1 male Shoveler
Duck (South Efford Marsh)
13 July - 4 Black Tailed
Godwits (South Efford
Marsh)

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

The Minister’s
Review
by Terry
Valiant

have to try; we have
Jesus every day we
to take that step of faith.

I

was in a shop the other
day talking about Jesus to
the man behind the counter.
Someone from church came
in, overheard, and said,
‘Steady on, it’s not Sunday
you know?’ WRONG!
For a Christian, EVERY
day is Sunday. Every day
is a day to talk and think
about Jesus. In Matthew
28 Jesus said, ‘Therefore
go and make disciples of
all nations’. No mention of
only doing so on Sundays.
As Christians, we are
commanded to take the
good news of Jesus out to
our communities, through
both words and actions.
This means us, the
wo/man in the pew, not
just the clergy; the days of
the clergy doing everything
and the congregation just
turning up for an hour once
a week are way behind us.
It is up to the practising,
believing, committed
Christians in our churches
to spend time in prayer
finding out what God
wants of us and what our
communities need. And
then, going out and doing it.
Yes, we are going to
get it wrong occasionally.
Yes, we are going to upset
people occasionally. But,

Doing something, and even
potentially getting it wrong,
is far better than doing
nothing.
In your church, your
village, your community,
where does the need lie:
children, the elderly, the
lonely, single parents, the
farming community? In
too many churches the
question is, ‘how do we get
people to come to church?’
The correct question is,
‘how do we take Christ
out to the community?’ If

they subsequently come
to church, that is a bonus.
Church is for believers, we
cannot expect non-church
families to turn up on
Sundays. Once again, those
days are way behind us.
It’s up to us, as Christ’s
hands and feet in our
communities, to take God’s
love and care to those who
need it. If we are brave
enough to do that, then
maybe, in the future, our
churches will be full of
believers.
God bless.

Aug / Sep Diary at St Andrew’s
August Diary
Sun 4th
11am
Thu 8th
2.30pm
Sun 11th
11am
Sun 18th
11am
Sun 25th
11am
September Diary
Sun 1st
11am
Sat 7th
2.30pm
Thu 5th
7.30pm
Sun 8th
11am
Thu 12th 2.30pm
Sun 15th
11am
Fri 20th
7pm
11am
Sun 22nd
3pm
Wed 25th 7.30pm
Sun 29th
10.30am

Family service
Prayer Group, 5a Tidal View Close
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Family Communion
Family Service
Wedding
Prayer powerhouse
Holy Communion
Prayer Group, 5a Tidal View Close
Morning Prayer
Harvest service followed by Supper
Family Communion
“Growing leaders” mentors meeting
Team Council
Team Service at Loddiswell

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

17

The Village
Shop & Post
Office is open
7 days a week:

Monday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Tuesday: 8:00am -1pm & 2pm - 6:00pm
Wednesday: 8:00am - 2:30pm
Thursday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Friday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3:00pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 2:30pm
Aveton Gifford Village Shop
Fore Street
Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
TEL: 01548 550996

Crafting heaven...
Workshops for
all ages and a
shop packed
with goodies
• Fun, informal workshops – beginners to
advanced
• Parties for children and adults – from sock
monkeys to silk knickers
• Regular knit and natter, Monday night craft
club
Sewing, knitting, crochet, lampshades, felting,
embroidery, patchwork...
Our shop stocks a wide range of
quality craft books and kits, gorgeous yarn, patterns, needles and
accessories. Do come and browse.
Book online at www.
socialfabrictotnes.co.uk or 01803
866144 101 High St, Totnes, TQ9 5PF (top of
The Narrows, in the old Post office)

Tilly Downing

Curtains
Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

I am a well qualified and experienced web designer
& coder working full-time from my studio in Aveton
Gifford offering the following services:
Quality, bespoke web design with a
personal touch.
Complete design package, including
graphics, video, audio & flash animation.

Why not enjoy the ‘Pebbles
finish’ in your own home?
Housekeeping & Cleaning
(Domestic & Holiday Home)
Telephone: 01548 843680

Professional and personal service with
excellent communication.
Contact Amy Clayton for a free consultation.
email: amy@limelight-webstudio.co.uk
phone: 07796 266559
web: www.limelight-webstudio.co.uk
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Pebbles of Salcombe Ltd
4 Island Square, Island St, Salcombe

www.pebblesofsalcombe.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Three years training,
Very safe and thorough

TEL: 01548 550072

The Laurels, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford

opposite the car park – near the school

Professional Painter and Decorator
Pastures New, Shute Lane, South Milton, Kingsbridge TQ7 3JL
Home 01548 561161

Mobile 07976129162

Award Winning – Fully Qualified – Fully Insured

Rachael Quick ICSF

Web design with zest.

Home visits or in-surgery treatment

Claire Louise Hill

Flowers by Rachael
... caring for more than 300
homes around the areas of
Salcombe & Kingsbridge

BSc, POD, MCh.S
STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

tel: 01548 550642
mobile 07989 771382
weddings
funerals
special occasions
parties/functions
home appointments
seasonal decorations for every occasion
Former of Rosemary, est 25 years family business

FLETE
GARDENS

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance
Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435

Fine Shine Ltd
Carpets & Upholstery
Oriental Rugs
(collection for workshop cleaning)
Domestic & Commercial

Valeting
Car-Boat-Caravan
Workshop or mobile service
Why not leave your car with us
while you work or shop?

Contact: 01548 854313 mobile 07989 300453 or 07971 247375
Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive Kingsbridge TQ7 1SF

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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THINGS THEY ARE A’CHANGING
At the beginning of May The Village Shop was taken over by Dinah Ashton.
The layout of the shop has already changed.
Lots of prices have come down and lots more will come down.
Prices have already been reduced for milk, eggs, bread, butter and bacon.
Re-pricing will take a while as there are hundreds of lines and ranges; so please be
patient - Rome was not built in a day.
The Post Office will continue the same as usual with all its many services
including cash back, paying-in facilities, buying of Euros, phone card top-ups and
many more. If you are not sure what services are available please come and ask.
If you are a fan of Riverford Organic Vegetables, place an order with the
shop and get just what you want. Get your order in by Thursday before 11.00 am
and collect on Fridays.
And did you know the shop has a dry cleaning, laundry and shoe repair
service?
For eco-friendly shoppers, the shop stocks the Ecover Range.
You can also order your newspapers and magazines.
You can even buy your lottery tickets and scratchcards at the shop.
If you want something put by for you just ring us [01548 550996].
Do you have a regular prescription from the Modbury doctors?
If so, use our collection service.
However not everything has changed as Miriam and Dan are staying on to
work with Dinah to complete the team.
To establish your needs, wants and desires it is important to know what you
want ... and equally what you don’t want!
So please come and complete the questionnaire available in the shop.

COME AND BE A HAPPY VILLAGE SHOP SHOPPER!
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