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he heat of the summer was very much in
evidence on July 14th when Mrs Dolores
Parker (Lolly) cut a ribbon on the new and
shiny equipment and wished success to the
Play Park and many hours of fun to its users.
Street Motion, from Totnes, provided
additional inspiration with a spectacular demonstration of free
running, free jumping and great gymnastics. They lead classes at
Quayside Leisure Centre each week and both the young and the
not so young are welcome to join this exciting and challenging
new sport.
Jim Maunder challenged just about everybody with his close
up magic, maintaining an air of mystery throughout the sunniest
of afternoons. Using a wide range of magician’s artefacts, Jim
made things disappear, reappear and rematerialize, much to the
constant amazement of all concerned.
Around it all, a stunningly good barbecue and cooling drinks
from Crunchy Pig made for a completely satisfactory opening
event.
And now, just as this edition of mAGpie goes to press,
Groundworks UK have confirmed that, with all the recent
minor safety improvements, the Play Park is classed as ‘safe’ and
their file is closed.
Over the years, a major commitment in time and tenacity has
been made by the Play Park Group and Stephen Harding and
Jim Neale. Their vision
and energy, allied to the
wishes of the youngsters
in the Parish, has provided
two whole developments
of new play area to
bring a major, new and
challenging attraction to
the Village .
Our sincere
congratulations and thanks
to Stephen and Jim.
Deadline for copy for next issue: 15th Nov 2013

Brilliant Show – Brilliant Day

T

he expectation rises
every year and it never
fails to succeed. The Aveton
Gifford Classic Car Show
is now established in the
South Hams calendar as an
event to be looked forward
to and enjoyed and
this year the sun
shone on all the
gleaming hard work
that the car owners
had put in to the
event.
Tony Porter
masterminds the
Show, with a team
of volunteers that
come forward from
right across the
Parish, welcoming the
exhibitors and visitors

to the Recreation Field.
Close on 100 vehicles were
on display, and more than
1200 visitors passed through
the gates, with a final total
in excess of £4,000 raised
for the Hive and all its

happenings.
We offer big thanks to
Tony and to everyone who
contributed to making the
day such an enormous
success.

Tall Ships sail in to Fisherman’s
October 5th 2013

M

ark and Athenia Capewell are again launching their
annual event to raise cash for the Tall Ships Charity,
which exists to provide young people with the most amazing
life experiences by participating in a journey ‘before the
mast’.

The Fisherman’s Rest will be dressed overall as befits
the setting for this major event, with every opportunity
being taken throughout the afternoon and evening for
fun, entertainment and massive enjoyment. The primary aim is to raise money
for this specially chosen charity through a community event that welcomes
everyone.

Aveton Gifford Parish Project Group
SAVE THE DATE
FRIDAY 15TH NOVEMBER 8PM VILLAGE HALL
Adam Hart Davis will talk on ‘WHAT MAKES US HUMAN?’
Adam is well known as an informative and entertaining speaker on a fascinating
range of scientific and historical subjects. Many of you will surely have seen his
TV programmes, such as ‘What the Romans did for us’ and ‘What made Britain
Great’.

There will be plenty of opportunity for families and individuals to participate
in games, competitions and raffles. The star prize in the major raffle is a place,
very kindly provided by the Tall Ships Charity, for a youngster to sail on one
of the Tall Ships, to have the experience of a lifetime. And that’s not all - there
would have to be extra pages added to this issue if the full list of prizes were to
be printed; suffice it to say that local companies and individuals have recognised
the value of this charity through their generous donations. Raffle tickets are
available in the AG Village Shop and Post Office and at other local outlets in the
vicinity.
There will be music on the Recreation Field and in the Pub: outdoor music
will start in the afternoon with performances by Ella and Marc followed by the
sonorous tones of sea shanties with the Old Gaffers; then, to round off what
promises to be a truly enjoyable day, The Penguins will be rocking the night
away.
It all gets launched around 2 pm and will stay afloat until the final drop of fun
and enjoyment has been wrung out of the day. Don’t be the one to miss it.

We are fortunate to have Adam living locally and are delighted to have secured
his services in what promises to be an unmissable evening !
All profits from the evening will go towards the

COMMUNITY DEFIBRILLATOR FUND

STALLS
&
GAMES

BBQ

LIVE
MUSIC

&

MUCH

MORE!

Look out for further details about the evening nearer to the date.
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Reality Shock: The need for a
Community Defibrillator
Written by Sue Herbert (Registered Nurse)

T

he Parish Council,
together with the
Fisherman’s Rest and the
Parish Project Group, is in
the process of raising funds
to purchase a community
defibrillator that will be
publicly accessible for
anyone to use. Automatic
external defibrillators
(AEDs) are used to treat a
sudden cardiac arrest (heart
attack) by using electrical
pulses to shock the heart
into a normal rhythm,
allowing it to pump again
and restoring circulation to
vital organs.
You do not need to be
trained or have a medical
background to use the
AED. They are designed
to be used by anyone who
picks them up, so are safe
and will not shock unless
needed. Once switched
on, voice commands and
screen messages guide you
through the process step

by step, from applying
the pads, to administering
the shock and continuing
Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation (CPR).
With around 60,000
heart attacks occurring
outside of hospitals each
year, every minute counts.
UK resuscitation guidelines
advise an AED should be
available wherever medical
treatment is more than
5 minutes away. Living
in a rural location has its
benefits, but the speed of
arrival of an ambulance is
not one of these.

Every minute
without CPR and
Defibrillation reduces
the chance of survival
by 10%
AEDs are already
available in most public
places, such as airports,
schools, shopping centres
and, notably, many villages.
In fact, they will one day

Taverners’ Chinese Epic

A

utumn is upon us,
decorations for
Christmas are in the shops
and the Village Pantomime
is being rehearsed: the
Taverners’ Amateur Drama
Group will present ‘Aladdin’
in the Village Hall in
February 2014.
This is an entirely new
production and is aimed at
making the best use of the
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Village Hall and taking full
and unashamed advantage
of the multiplicity of talent
in the Parish. Rehearsals
started in September and
will continue right through
until the half term week
next February when packed
houses are expected. So,
expect more laughter than
usual at the Fisherman’s
Rest on a Wednesday

be as
common
as first
aid boxes as they are so
effective. They are battery
operated, portable and selfmaintaining.
Lives are saved every
day with these AEDs
and the Parish Council
is trying to ensure that,
as a community, we
are prepared for the
unexpected, because this
defibrillator may save
your life, or the life of
someone you love the
most. Hopefully, people
will support this initiative,
through events such as
the regular Quiz Nights
at the Fisherman’s Rest
and the talk by Adam Hart
Davis in the Village Hall
on 15th November, and
the fundraising will prove
successful, so that before
long we will have our own
community defibrillator.

evening
as lamps
get
rubbed,
villains
are
vilified,
the Emperor’s dirty washing
is scrutinised inscrutably
by Widow Twanky and
Princess Rosebud’s wedding
has a certain ring about it.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Winter Draws On!

M

any people will now
be thinking about
ordering oil for the winter.
Oil prices are probably only
going to get higher with
increased demand as the
weather gets colder, but a
lot of us don’t have much
choice and have to pay up
because we have to use it
anyway. If you know that
neighbours also might need
oil, it may be worth getting
together to organise shared
oil deliveries to try and keep
the costs down.
However, there is
also a scheme run by the

Community
Council for
Devon, which
may help to
reduce the price.
The Devon Oil
Collective is a
county-wide
syndicate and,
by bringing communities
together throughout Devon,
they are able to achieve
much greater purchasing
power.
If you are interested in
finding more information
about this scheme ...
either go to the

Community Council of
Devon’s website
http://www.devonrcc.
org.uk/c/63/the-devon-oilcollective
or email info@devonrcc.
org.uk
or ring 01392 248919.

Flowery welcome at Village Hall thanks to Mike and Lyn Newing
Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Advantage – Tennis Players

A

veton Gifford Sports
and Leisure Committee
organised two tennis
coaching weeks during the
summer school holidays
employing a professional
LTA Coach, Tim Brearley.
The age range of those
attending ranged from 7 to
16 years old. The first week
was held at the beginning of
the six week break and the
second towards the end of
the holiday. In all, 21 young
people benefited, with 7
returning for the second
week.
Each course offered the
players 5 sessions during
the week. The Sports

and Leisure Committee
provided funds to subsidise
the price by a third, with the
cost of the first course £60
and the parents paying just
£40.
The events were a great
success, judging from the
reaction of parents and

those involved, and would
be well worthwhile running
again next summer. The
Committee is confident
that the event has sparked
an enthusiasm for young
persons’ tennis which will
continue through the rest of
the season.

October / November Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
OCTOBER Diary
Saturday 5th

2pm
Tall Ships Charity Fundraiser at the Fisherman’s Rest - see page
until late 3 for more full details.

Monday 7th

7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 10th

7.30pm WI – ‘Travels in India’ with Robert Carew

Saturday 19th

2.30pm St Andrew’s Church Autumn Fair. A variety of stalls including
raffle, crafts, cakes, produce, books, plants and white elephant.
Refreshments also available. Admission for adults 50p, children
free.

November Diary
Saturday 2nd

10-12
noon

Monday 4th

7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 14th

7.30pm WI – ‘A Year’s Work as a Nurseryman’ with Jim Collins

Friday 15th

8.00pm Aveton Gifford Parish Project Group – An evening with
Broadcaster Adam Hart Davis to raise funds for the
Community Defibrillator.

Lupridge Singers Coffee Morning. Various stalls including
raffle, cakes, books, white elephant and a good selection
of Tradecraft products with Christmas cards and ideas for
presents! Refreshments also available.

Regular Events

High Barn
www.highbarndevon.co.uk

High Barn . Chillaton . Aveton Gifford . TQ7 4ER

Bed & Breakfast or Self-Catering
Working Art Studio
01548 550838
stay@highbarndevon.co.uk
We would be delighted to accommodate your friends or family
Studio open to visitors

www.nickbremer.com
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Mondays

2.30-4.30pm

Monday Club
2.00-4.00pm from November)

Tuesdays

7.30-9.30pm

Lupridge Singers

Wednesdays

4.30-5.30pm

Children’s Table Tennis and Sports Club

Thursdays

4.30-5.30pm

Children’s Table Tennis and Sports Club

Fridays

6.00pm-7.00pm

Zumba

Pre-School Now at ‘The Hive’
Tuesday, Wednesday &
Friday

9.00-12.00
12.00-1.00
1.00-3.30

Morning Sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon Sessions

Thursday

9.00-12.00
12.00-1.00

Morning Sessions
Lunch Club
No Afternoon Session

Monday

9.45-11.45am

Parents & Toddlers

No Breakfast Club at present, but if demand increases or anyone is interested, please
contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920
Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

News from the Allotments

8

nutrients in the soil being
washed away during the
winter and have the added
bonus of smothering other
weeds. And, while the soil
is still warm, now is a good
time to plant new fruit
bushes, blackcurrants and
gooseberries and to order
fruit trees, etc.

Unbelievable !

W

I

t has been a wonderful
growing year and the
allotments have flourished
throughout the spring and
summer. This has made
them a hive of activity, with
people making the most of
the ideal growing conditions
and the allotment field’s
wonderful setting.
We have welcomed
two new families to the
Association - both new
to the allotments and to
the village. They will have
their work cut out over the
coming months as the plots
were ‘a little overgrown’.
However, with the autumn
coming, it will be the ideal
time to start!
Now, with the weather
cooling down, is the time
to harvest the last of the
summer crops and prepare
for winter and next year.
Over the coming weeks,
vegetables like spring
cabbage and overwintering
onions can be planted, as
well as seeds of turnip,
spinach and winter salad
leaves. It is also a good time
to plant green manures
which will overwinter
and then add nutrients
in the spring when they
are dug into the soil,
giving a boost to the
vegetables that follow.
They also help to stop

Village Memories

The Allotment
Association has its AGM
at the end of October and
is looking for enthusiastic
Management Committee
members so, if you have an
allotment and would like to
be more involved, let Sarah
know by email, or phone.
Although we have
a waiting list, any
potential allotmenteers
should please contact
me, as plots become
available on a regular
basis. Contact: Sarah at
avetonallotments@live.
co.uk or on 550538

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

hat an extraordinary
year this has been for
butterflies. One afternoon
a beautiful orange butterfly
settled on a garden chair
and spread its wings to give
me a close examination:
its orange coloured wings
were covered in tiny black
spots. I had never seen
such before and a hasty
search through the reference
books confirmed I had
seen a Spotted Bordered
Fritillary, an extremely rare
butterfly. It reminded me
of the summer of 1948,
after that awful cold winter:
we had an old Perry Tree
in the orchard whose fruits
were too bitter even for
me to eat, who could then
eat anything. When the
pears ripened, they fell and
rotted on the ground and a
plethora of butterflies came
to feast on them.
We had living with us at
the time a Polish agricultural
student. He was one of the
many Poles to whom
Winston Churchill
had promised
resettlement in this
country if the Polish
Brigade captured
Monte Casino in Italy,
a particularly difficult
obstacle in the Allied
advance through
that country in 1943.
These chaps were

by
David Balkwill

often a particular thorn in
the side of those trying to
settle them as they couldn’t
make up their minds what
they wanted to do. Stefan
was no exception: first he
trained as a jeweller, then
became an agricultural
student and finally ended up
in the hospitality trade as a
barman cum waiter. He was
a keen entomologist and
spent hours photographing
those butterflies which had
become so drunk with the
rotting pears that they were
unable to fly away.
***
o my little dog Trixie,
I am Dad and my
daughters are Auntie Margi
and Auntie Jen and she
will wait for hours at the
end of the drive waiting for
one of them to arrive, for
which they will receive a
rapturous welcome. Last
weekend they were both
away at a family christening,
so Auntie Jen told Trixie

T

before she left that they
would be away for four
whole ‘sleeps’, counted
them out one to four, and
that she was to look after
her Dad. That little dog
never went to the top of
the drive during that time
and never let me out of her
sight; she even sat beside
me when I was in the
loo. On the afternoon of
their return I told her they
were coming back and she
resumed her vigil at the top
of the drive: unbelievable
but true!

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

David Balkwill
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Parish Walks

by Jim Fowler

Number 4: Through Waterhead and Footpath 10 to Prospect
Cottage; by road to Hingston Borough Farm and Footpath 12 to
Stoverlake; then, either by road back to Waterhead, or by road
to Ashford and Footpath 13 to Waterhead. Starting and finishing
at Icy Park / Glebe Land. Altogether, approximately 4.3 Km; a
little bit strenuous (especially FP13) and taking between 80 and
90 minutes if you stop from time to time to enjoy the agricultural
views.

Y

ou start at the Avon
Estuary path between
Icy Park and Glebe Land
(there is usually plenty of
room in either road to park
a car), then cross the A379
and continue walking down
to Waterhead, following the
road through Waterhead
and up the hill. About
500m from the bottom
of the hill, and just where
the road bears round to
the right, Footpath 10
leads off to the left over
a stile and across three

10

fields. You then cross
a cattle track, follow the
path through some bushes
and continue over another
stile, a footbridge and two
more stiles, all in quick
succession. Now walk up
the hill straight in front
of you and through two
more fields until you reach
Prospect Cottage (painted
white).
Turn right onto the road
and walk for about 500m,
which will bring you to
Hingston Borough Farm

on your right. On your
left, you will see a sign for
Footpath 12, which is quite
short – you go through a
gate, across a small field and
over a stile into a second
field, which you cross to
its far side, by Stoverlake.
That’s all; it’s very short.
Now you turn right onto
a road and, while you walk
the next 200m, you choose
whether or not you want
to do Footpath 13. It is
very interesting, but is quite
hard going with some big
steps and is uneven, often
sloping underfoot: not for
the faint-hearted. If you
decide to give it a miss, you
take the first road turning
on the right, turn left after
about 150m and then again
the first right. You are
now on the road that leads
back down to Waterhead
and a gentle stroll will see
you back there after about
1100m.
If you decide you’re
up for Footpath 13 then
don’t take the first right
turn after Stoverlake but

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

continue on the road for
another 400m or so, until
you reach Ashford. Now
look on the left hand side
of the road for a house with
a red Victorian letterbox
set into its wall. Opposite
the house, which is an old
ciderhouse, take the track
that leads off to the right;
there is a footpath sign
pointing the way but it is
almost hidden under ivy
and other growth. Follow
the track for about 230m
when you will see Footpath
13 starting up the hill to
your right via some steps in
the bank. The path here
is a bit difficult and often

overgrown with brambles
(despite regular cutting by
John Reid). If you fancy
taking some secateurs with
you they can be put to good
use! You follow the path
up the hill and over a stile
then alongside some woods,
from where you can see
Ashford Mill on your left.
After crossing another stile
at the end of the woods
you will see fields in front
of you.
Turn left after you cross
the stile and head down the
slope towards some woods,
then turn right and follow
the edge of the woods. At
the end of the woods you

will be able to see a stile
about 200m away in the
direction you’re walking,
next to a broken gateway.
Head in the direction of the
stile and then continue on
up the valley, keeping the
woods and the water on
your left. After about 320m
you go through a gate by a
tall stone wall and you are
back in Waterhead.
Whichever way you came
back, continue on the road
through Waterhead (or
turn left on to it), go over
Waterhead bridge and up
the hill to Tree Farm, then
over the A379 and back to
Icy Park.

There is further information about all of our parish footpaths in the
“Making Tracks” booklet, which is produced by the Parish Project Group
and is available for sale in the shop.
Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Challon’s Combe Farm

.
Next stop..
Pickles

Challon’s Combe is an organic dairy farm run by Peter and Mary Fish with help from Grandad,
and Eleanor, Rosanna, Andrew and Jonathan.

!
Modbur y

Outdoor

ain
....on the m te.
93 bus rou ly

DIY

P

s or on
Regular buse
r, with
minutes by ca
.
easy parking

Pet
Leisure

House
& Home
Toys
Fuel

With regular special offers ...we stock everything
from cookware to pet products, thousands
of items available at Modbury’s one stop shop.
“delivery service available”

Garden

2 Broad Street . Modbury PL21 0PS . Tel : 01548 830412 . www.picklesmodbury.co.uk

BIGBURY GOLF CLUB
Have you heard the buzz at Bigbury
from the Juniors to the Seniors?
Looking to join a new Golf Club?
Membership available with NO JOINING FEE (temporarily suspended)
99Superb course with great greens, good all year round
99Stunning scenery in all directions
99Famously friendly atmosphere
99Encouragement for all ages, male and female
Please call 01548 810557
Ask for Nigel Blenkarne
PGA Master Professional		
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News from Challon’s Combe

www.bigburygolfclub.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

igs must be the
most friendly and
amusing of all livestock.
Recently, Andrew and
I went blackberrying in
the meadow on a Sunday
afternoon and our 3 free
range pigs decided to join
in, helping themselves to
blackberries and brambles
as they ambled along with
us! A few weeks ago Peter
had to unblock a drain pipe
in their field, so had to lie
down to reach it, and the
pigs came over to see what
he was doing and promptly
lay down next to him!
On the same
blackberrying walk Andrew
noticed a rabbit running
out of the undergrowth
along the edge of the
stream which borders the
meadow. It was swiftly
followed by a stoat, which
was leaping along behind

it. They went across the
corner of the field, with
the rabbit running along
the hedge and through the
gateway and down the other
side of the hedge, while the
stoat went into the hedge but it came out again empty
handed and ran back to
where it had come from.
All the hot dry weather
we have enjoyed so much
in July and August, together
with the very cold late
spring, has left us with
very little grazing grass and
not nearly as much silage
as we would like. So we
have sown stubble turnips
for grazing in November,
and kale for the winter, to
eke out the silage. We will
soon be sowing grazing
rye for an early bite in the
spring and will undersow
that with grass and clover so
that, when the rye is grazed
off, there will be grass
ready to grow on for
the following winter’s
silage.
Since April we
have had 3 clear
TB tests, but we
are still under TB
restrictions. This is
because we sold 3 older
cows that we couldn’t get
back in calf and one of them
was found at the slaughter

house to have TB lesions in
her chest. So, once again,
we are back to movement
restrictions and can only
sell pasteurised milk; and
we will have to have at least
2 more tests in September
and November before
there is any chance of being
officially free again.
On the processing
side, we have had a very
busy summer. Sales have
dropped back a bit now,
although not in Totnes
which is permanently busy,
whatever the time of year; if
only Kingsbridge were still
like that.
After much anticipation
we enjoyed the Harvest
Festival at St. Andrew’s
at the end of September.
Our harvest this year has
included hundreds of
mushrooms, loads of juicy
sweet blackberries, tons of
apples and many tomatoes
and marrows.
Shortly we will have to
open the silage pit and start
feeding it to the cows, as
their grass has just about
run out: then it will really
feel like autumn.

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Know your Parish

by Ken Doughty

The Rectories Of Aveton Gifford

W

hen the Rev.
Benjamin Kerr
Vaughan was Rector of St
Andrew’s Aveton Gifford,
a post which he held for an
astonishing 59 years (17881847), his rectory was just
across the ford of Parson’s
Brook (also known in the
past as Parsonage Brook).
The Tithe Map of 1842
shows it as a substantial
building with two
quadrangles. The rectory
lawn (717 in map on page
15) was where the present
one is; an orchard (718)
occupied the land where the
Memorial Hall now stands;

and there were extensive
walled gardens (716).
The new Rector in 1847
was William Parr Pitman
and he immediately set
about building a new rectory
on part of the gardens of
the old rectory, away from
the stream and the risk of
flooding. The site of the
former rectory became the
rectory stables. The rectory
was described in a directory
of 1856 as “a fine modern
mansion in the Elizabethan
style [that] stands well in
neatly arranged grounds”.
The village on the other
hand comprised “a great

number of inferior houses
with thatched roofs”. A
box-shaped structure
(roughly 36 inches by 30
inches and about 36 inches
in height), which is now
covered by ivy and situated
by Parson’s Brook, below
the rectory lawn and near
the southern footbridge,
housed a hydraulic ram
pump. This pump
conveyed water to a tank
in the attic of the rectory,
which was then piped
to various rooms in the
building. In contrast to this,
villagers put a yoke across
their shoulders with buckets

either side to collect water
from the well in Townswell
Lane. The 1851 census
shows the occupants of the
rectory as comprising the
Rector and his wife, 4 sons,
4 visitors and 7 servants,
including a groom.
The eldest son, William
David Pitman, succeeded
his father in 1874. He was a
bachelor, but still occupied
the rectory with its servants
and horse-drawn carriage
until 1916 when he died.
He was much mourned
by his parishioners whom
he served as political
representative, J.P., School
Governor, Librarian (he
maintained the village
reading room), and Lord
of the Manor, as well as
Rector, carrying out many
improvements to the
church.
Other Rectors succeeded
him including the Rev.
Elston George Payne who,
on 26th January 1943 while

out in the village visiting
one of his flock who had
suffered a bereavement, had
the horrifying experience
of losing both church and
rectory to direct hits from
the bombing raid that
afternoon. A full account
is given in the recently
published ‘The Bombing

of Aveton Gifford’. Both
the church and the rectory
were eventually rebuilt
but, after the last rector
who was installed in 1973
had left, responsibility for
church affairs moved to the
Vicar of Modbury and the
building passed into private
hands.

Tithe Map of 1842

mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine which is published bi-monthly
and distributed free of charge to every house in the parish, as well as through the
Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church – circulation 450.
Advertisers should please supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form. The table below
shows the pa cost for 6 insertions:
Size
Whole page (A5)
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth of a page
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AG Parish resident
£
150
75
50
36

Non-resident
£
200
100
60
50

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes

by Rodney Bone

by
Michael Tagent

The Decline of the House
Martin in Aveton Gifford Village

W

hen I returned
home from my first
teaching appointment in
Wokingham, Berkshire,
I counted the number of

House Martins nesting
in the village. I have now
counted them every year
since I returned. I divided
the village into three

Year

sections: the main village;
Icy Park, Pulleys Close and
Glebelands; and The Bridge
and South Efford.

1966

2000

2006

2013

Village

49

33

22

4

Icy Park, Pulleys Close, Glebelands

0

33

6

3

The Bridge, South Efford

4

21

28

11

Total Nests

53

87

56
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A not so lucky Knot

T

he Knot is a small
wader that is very
common in winter in some
parts of the country, but not
in the South Hams. One
turned up in South Efford
Marsh on the 1st September
- the first I have seen for

several years. On the 5th
September I watched it at
close range on the mudflats
by the lower stakes. On my
way home, I stopped to
talk to a couple of holiday
birdwatchers when suddenly
we saw a Peregrine Falcon

chasing the Knot; they
both disappeared over the
marsh hedge. A little later a
young Peregrine was calling
and then an adult was seen
carrying something in its
talons. The Knot was not
seen again.

Summer Highlights by Rod Bone & Eric Wotton
17–21 Jul: 1 Lapwing (1966:
200)
19 Jul: 2 Mediterranean
Gulls
19-22 Jul: 1 Yellow Legged
Gull
21 Jul: 48 Little Egrets at
nesting colony
28 Jul: 2 Black Tailed
Godwits
2 Aug: 4 Whimbrel
5-10 Aug: 2 Sandpipers
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7 Aug: 6 Redshank (1966:
28); first Snipe returns
8 Aug: 3 Green Sandpipers
12 Aug–5 Sep: 2 Peregrines
22 Aug: 2 Black Tailed
Godwits; first Teal returns
24 Aug-8 Sep: up to 4
Yellow Wagtails
24-28 Aug: 1 Ruff
25 Aug: 12 Common
Sandpipers
28 Aug: 1 Wheatear

The Minister’s
Review

29 Aug: 8 Dunlin (1966: 51)
1 Sep: 13 Ringed Plover
(1966: 63)
1-5 Sep: 1 Knot
6 Sep: 1 Redstart; 1 Pied
Flycatcher
7-9 Sep: 1 Osprey
10-13 Sep: 1 Bar Tailed
Godwit
11 Sep: 31 Curlew (1966:
110)

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Are Leaders Born or Made?

L

eadership in the
not sure, come along to the
crucial and awesome
Church is taking on
first couple of meetings and
one. In the Church there
more significance with the
decide whether this is for
are leaders in a variety of
reduction in the number
you or not. Neil and I will
positions, whether Sunday
of ordained priests. As
gladly give you more details.
worship, home groups or
clergy have to cover more
In one sense most
as those responsible for
parishes, there is a growing
(perhaps all) of us are
the various rotas which
need for laymen and
engaged in leadership of one
enable churches to run
women who can assist in
sort or another. Whenever
smoothly. Not to mention
the leadership of the local
we meet someone, we
church officers and council
church.
influence them by what we
members! To all of you we
Whilst there are
say and do, and nobody
say a big ‘thank you’. We
techniques and aids to assist
more so than parents and
value your support and look
people, in the final analysis
grandparents. The task of
forward to having many
it is the character of the
leading a new generation to
others trained and willing
leader which determines
be good citizens and loving
to undertake leadership in
good leadership. Next
people is a particularly
God’s Church.
month in the Modbury
Team we begin a series
Oct / Nov Diary at St Andrew’s
of studies to look more
October Diary
closely at what makes a
7.30pm
AG PCC
good leader. The title of the Thu 3rd
11.00am Family Service
course is ‘Growing Leaders’ Sun 6th
Thu 10th 2.30pm
Prayer Group, 5a Tidal View Close
and it will be particularly
Sun
13th
11am
Holy Communion
useful to PCC members and
6.30pm
Celebration at St Edmunds
those involved in any kind
Kingsbridge. Speaker - Ann
of leadership in the Church.
Widdecombe
The meetings will be in
Sat
19th
12
noon
Autumn Fair
Aveton Gifford Church,
Sun
20th
11.00am
Morning Prayer
generally on the 4th Sunday
Sun 27th 11.00am Family Communion
afternoon of each month,
from 3 to 5 pm, and start on November Diary
27th October. There is no
Sun 3rd
11.00am Family Service
charge, and no commitment Sun 10th
10.45am Remembrance service preceded by
wreath laying at War Memorial
to undertake a particular
Prayer Group, 5a Tidal View Close
job at the end of the course. Thu 14th 2.30pm
Sun 17th
11.00am Morning Prayer
The course is in four parts
but, whilst we hope that
Sun 24th
11.00am Holy Communion
people will want to attend
Aveton Gifford Primary School assemblies take place on
the whole course, if you are Tuesdays just after 3pm in St. Andrew’s Church.
Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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The Village
Shop & Post
Office is open
7 days a week:

Monday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Tuesday: 8:00am -1pm & 2pm - 6:00pm
Wednesday: 8:00am - 2:30pm
Thursday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Friday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3:00pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 2:30pm
Aveton Gifford Village Shop
Fore Street
Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
TEL: 01548 550996

Crafting heaven...
Workshops for
all ages and a
shop packed
with goodies
• Fun, informal workshops – beginners to
advanced
• Parties for children and adults – from sock
monkeys to silk knickers
• Regular knit and natter, Monday night craft
club
Sewing, knitting, crochet, lampshades, felting,
embroidery, patchwork...
Our shop stocks a wide range of
quality craft books and kits, gorgeous yarn, patterns, needles and
accessories. Do come and browse.
Book online at www.
socialfabrictotnes.co.uk or 01803
866144 101 High St, Totnes, TQ9 5PF (top of
The Narrows, in the old Post office)

Tilly Downing

Curtains
Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

I am a well qualified and experienced web designer
& coder working full-time from my studio in Aveton
Gifford offering the following services:
Quality, bespoke web design with a
personal touch.
Complete design package, including
graphics, video, audio & flash animation.

Why not enjoy the ‘Pebbles
finish’ in your own home?
Housekeeping & Cleaning
(Domestic & Holiday Home)
Telephone: 01548 843680

Professional and personal service with
excellent communication.
Contact Amy Clayton for a free consultation.
email: amy@limelight-webstudio.co.uk
phone: 07796 266559
web: www.limelight-webstudio.co.uk
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Pebbles of Salcombe Ltd
4 Island Square, Island St, Salcombe

www.pebblesofsalcombe.co.uk

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Three years training,
Very safe and thorough

TEL: 01548 550072

The Laurels, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford

opposite the car park – near the school

Professional Painter and Decorator
Pastures New, Shute Lane, South Milton, Kingsbridge TQ7 3JL
Home 01548 561161

Mobile 07976129162

Award Winning – Fully Qualified – Fully Insured

Rachael Quick ICSF

Web design with zest.

Home visits or in-surgery treatment

Claire Louise Hill

Flowers by Rachael
... caring for more than 300
homes around the areas of
Salcombe & Kingsbridge

BSc, POD, MCh.S
STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

tel: 01548 550642
mobile 07989 771382
weddings
funerals
special occasions
parties/functions
home appointments
seasonal decorations for every occasion
Former of Rosemary, est 25 years family business

FLETE
GARDENS

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance
Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435

Fine Shine Ltd
Carpets & Upholstery
Oriental Rugs
(collection for workshop cleaning)
Domestic & Commercial

Valeting
Car-Boat-Caravan
Workshop or mobile service
Why not leave your car with us
while you work or shop?

Contact: 01548 854313 mobile 07989 300453 or 07971 247375
Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive Kingsbridge TQ7 1SF

Make sure you visit the village web site on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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THINGS THEY ARE A’CHANGING
At the beginning of May The Village Shop was taken over by Dinah Ashton.
The layout of the shop has already changed.
Lots of prices have come down and lots more will come down.
Prices have already been reduced for milk, eggs, bread, butter and bacon.
Re-pricing will take a while as there are hundreds of lines and ranges; so please be
patient - Rome was not built in a day.
The Post Office will continue the same as usual with all its many services
including cash back, paying-in facilities, buying of Euros, phone card top-ups and
many more. If you are not sure what services are available please come and ask.
If you are a fan of Riverford Organic Vegetables, place an order with the
shop and get just what you want. Get your order in by Thursday before 11.00 am
and collect on Fridays.
And did you know the shop has a dry cleaning, laundry and shoe repair
service?
For eco-friendly shoppers, the shop stocks the Ecover Range.
You can also order your newspapers and magazines.
You can even buy your lottery tickets and scratchcards at the shop.
If you want something put by for you just ring us [01548 550996].
Do you have a regular prescription from the Modbury doctors?
If so, use our collection service.
However not everything has changed as Miriam and Dan are staying on to
work with Dinah to complete the team.
To establish your needs, wants and desires it is important to know what you
want ... and equally what you don’t want!
So please come and complete the questionnaire available in the shop.

COME AND BE A HAPPY VILLAGE SHOP SHOPPER!
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