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any of us won’t forget the end of December and the
beginning of this New Year in a hurry - there seemed to
be water everywhere. The rain came down relentlessly, with
driving onshore winds, frequently in gale force gusts, and even
the occasional hail or thunder storm, and it had dramatic effects
on our part of the Avon valley.
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Parson’ Brook - contributed by John Ashton

This article is continued along with additional
photos on the centerspread (pages 12 &13)
Deadline for copy for next issue: 15th Mar 2014

Tall Ships Youth Trust

Oh yes it is !

Falmouth, November 21st - Tenerife, December 13th, 2013. Challenger 4

A

n epic experience!
Sailing in gale force
winds and big seas was hard
work - I returned home
exhausted, but absolutely
loved the adventure.
We left Falmouth and
sailed to Cascais, Portugal,
via Biscay - stormy! We had
a few days on land before
setting off to the Canaries,
docking in Lanzarote
and Gran Canaria.
The storms in the
Canaries caused some
concern, but we
were able to sail to
Tenerife in time for a
farewell meal, rush to
the airport and make

This is definitely your last chance to get tickets for this year’s
village pantomime.
The Taverners’ Amateur Drama Group presents a completely
new production of Aladdin. There will be four performances
of this epic story from Thursday February 20th to Saturday
February 22nd - evening performances at 7.30pm and a matinee
at 2.30pm on Saturday afternoon.

the flight home.
I saw shooting stars,
luminous plankton which
sparkled like diamonds,
a blue whale and many
pods of dolphins.
Thank you to Mark
and Athenia, Tall Ships
and my mum! (good
choice of raffle prize).
Nick Bone

The Village Hall will be transformed to provide the setting for this unique production.
Tickets are available from the Aveton Gifford Village Shop; but please hurry as there has
been heavy demand thus far, and it is likely that there are only a few tickets remaining.
All ages are welcome; although Abanazar is really scary, thankfully there is the calming
influence of Widow Twanky, to steady the nerves. Princess Rosebud is
in full bloom, and there is a certain whiff of mystery surrounding the
Genie of the Ring and the Genie of the Lamp.
The Emperor of China and his herald, Gong Sin,
make an interesting pair, and just about everyone
is in awe of the Glamorous Police Force and
Chip Chop, their enforcer. Of course there is audience
participation, so be prepared to sing and hiss and boo at the
villain.

OUR GREEN SPACES
- an update on tree work in AG

S

Break-in at the Shop - Did you see
anything ?

T

he village shop was
broken into some time
during the night of the
2nd/3rd January, probably
some time around midnight.
It looks as if someone took
two of the bricks from the
forecourt of the old Post
Office and threw them
through the window of the
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shop. Judging by the muddy
footprints inside the shop,
they climbed in through
the broken window, but
left through the door at the
back of the shop, by the
freezers.
If anyone noticed
anybody either taking the
bricks from the pavement

outside the Herbert’s,
or something suspicious
near the front or the back
of the shop on Thursday
night, Dinah would be
very grateful if you could
let either her or the police
know.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

ince my article in the
last edition of mAGpie
about the proposed work
on the edge of the playing
field, parishioners will have
noted that nothing has
changed! I have however
been contacted by Mark
Capper from SHDC to
say that the work has been
delayed due to the very wet
weather; it certainly seems
a good idea that the work
will be postponed until it
is drier, so there will be
minimal damage to the
field.
On the other hand,
observant people will have

noticed some changes
to the top edge of the
Rectory lawn: the Holmes
family who live at the Old
Rectory are cutting back
overhanging shrubs and

planning to erect a new
fence - the old fence had
fallen down in places and
was very overgrown.
There has also been
some discussion about the
trees overhanging the top
left hand corner of the
tennis court. A leaf blower
purchased by the Sports
and Leisure Committee has
helped keep the court clear,
but in the long term some
pruning of overhanging
trees is being considered.
I will try and keep you all
informed.
Delia Elliot
( Tree Warden)

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Becoming a Stonemason by Pippa Unwin

I

became a stonemason by
accident.
My first passion was
drawing. I grew up in Wells
in Somerset and spent
many hours sketching in
the cathedral - the carvings
of faces, figures, flora and
fauna always fascinated me.
Although I was aware that
modern day masons were
restoring the cathedral at the
time, I still thought of it as a
medieval craft.
I studied Illustration at
Cambridge Art School and,
over the next few years,
wrote and illustrated several
children’s books. However,
after a while, I fancied a new
artistic challenge and started
looking for a sculpture
course. I found a part-time
NVQ in Stonemasonry
at Bath College, which
fitted in well with
my twin sons’ school
hours. The course was
really fulfilling, I loved
the way you could
completely focus on
chiselling the form
and switch off from
everything else.
But I needed to
find a job. I knocked
on the door of a
local mason (who, it
turned out, had been
an apprentice at Wells
Cathedral!) and was
taken on at Keystone
Masonry. It was a useful
apprenticeship as they
covered all sorts of
masonry: restoration
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for Salisbury Cathedral and
Hampton Court, among
others; architectural stone
for newbuilds (I spent
most of my first year on a
building site); memorials
and, very occasionally,
carving.
Five years later, I went
freelance and spent the
next few years working
with local quarries doing
all sorts of stonework and
building a reputation as a
carver. Wiltshire is a good
base for stonemasons –
near to the main stone
producing areas of Bath,
Portland and Purbeck; there
are also numerous small
independent quarries and
most of the local houses are
stone-built.

I moved to Devon
in 2012 to marry Andy
(and have a boat again).
Although we chose to live
in Aveton Gifford partly
because of its reputation as
‘the village of the masons’,
my move to Devon has
brought a change in the
focus of my work. Most
of the local stone here is
granite or shale – not the
best stone for detailed
carving, and I often have to
explain that I am not very
good at building walls.
Nevertheless, I am
delighted with my
workshop next to West
Country Stoves, which
means I am well placed to
supply fire-surrounds for
Sam’s woodburners; I can

walk to and from home;
I have lovely views, good
company and a shop-front
to show off what I am
doing. Most importantly, I
have time to do sculpture,
which is what I really
wanted to do in the first
place.
I’ve discovered a thriving
artists’ community here
and I’m starting to exhibit
my work. I try to make
something big each year for
Delamore Art in May - so
far they have had a life-size
polar bear, a pair of pigs
and a tiger. I’ve also made
a sculpture for Overbecks
and have work on display at

Avon Mill.
The European Federation
of Stonemasons runs an
international carving festival
each year, hosted by a
cathedral. I have visited
Trondheim, Freiburg,
York, Lincoln and Bristol.
Along with at least 100
other carvers from all over
Europe, we work flat-out
for three days on local
stones, carving to a set
theme, while food, beer,
camping and entertainment
are provided. The work is
then judged and auctioned
off to raise money for the
cathedral. It is great fun and
a fantastic opportunity to

meet other carvers, see how
they work and make links
for the future.
I am very glad that I am
now a stonemason. There
are plenty of advantages – I
am unexpectedly strong;
people remember me
because ‘I didn’t expect you
to be a woman’; and I’m
creating something that is
going to last (hopefully) a
lot longer than I will. An
unexpected outcome is
that, despite not being a
very girly girl, after wearing
dusty overalls all day I tend
to wear pink a lot more at
weekends!

ENLARGED PUBLISHING TEAM FOR THE MAGPIE
We hope that the community is happy with the new enlarged mAGpie that they
received before Christmas with its increasingly varied content. (We are still
waiting for responses to the article ’Change in Editorial
Arrangements’ in the last edition!)
It is our wish that the magazine reflects the diversity in
our parish and provides the best possible service to its
readers.
Delia Elliott has been the key player in commissioning new
contributions over the past year, in addition to organising distribution with the help of
Pat Gocher.
Other roles are played by Amy Clayton (magazine production), David Stevens (proofreading) and Peter Javes (advertising and financing).
To help spread the load in achieving our objectives, the idea of a ‘Publishing Team’ has
come to mind: Pippa Unwin has already shown interest in joining us and we feel it would
be good to have another couple of people also in the team.
If you are interested or want to know more, please get in touch via mAGpie.inbox@
gmail.com.
Delia Elliott

Pippa with her polar bears

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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COMMUNITY DEFIBRILLATOR AND
`HEARTSTART TRAINING’

The community have raised over £700 and,
with a grant from Devon County, we are close to
our target.
Another Heartstart training course has been
arranged for

Wednesday 12th March
7.30pm in the Village Hall
The training is free and, as well as ‘hands on’ CPR training, you will see videos further
explaining the AED and emergency resuscitation.

Please come along; people who want a
refresher course are welcome.
You can sign up at the Village Shop.

Communities Supporting Health
in the South Hams!

S
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‘healthy activities’ for older
people in their communities.
Do you have an idea for
new healthy activities which
will help people over 50 in
your parish? Would you like
to help us host a meeting
bringing your local groups
together to come up with
some ideas?
Contact us now to discuss
how we can help and the
small grants which may be
available to put your ideas
into action!
Contact Jill Davies at

M

any of you will
have seen David’s
wonderful new book,
which has been on sale in
the Village shop since just
before Christmas, price
£13.50.
This is the most
recent publication by the
A.G.Parish Project Group,
and provides a valuable
addition to our knowledge
of local history.
David gives a unique

We are now in the process of looking at
purchasing and siting our new AED ( Automated
External Defibrillator )

outh Hams Community
& Voluntary Services
has received an award from
the Big Lottery ‘Awards for
All’ programme, to help
local organisations provide

David Balkwill’s
Book

Mewstone Masonry
Avon Bridge, Avon Gifford

account
www.mewstonemasonry.co.uk Tel: 07811 489230
of life in
email: pippa@mewstonemasonry.co.uk
our village
before and
Sculpture, Fireplaces, Lettering, Architectural stone,
after the
Restoration; I also run carving courses (gift vouchers
Second
available). Feel free to call in to my workshop on the
World War. bridge to see what I am working on.
He records
the changes
farming and the countryside
in farming as the horse gave
shines through in the
way to the tractor and the
narrative, and reminds us
effect of war on his family
all of the rapid changes
and the village.
that are occurring in all our
David`s passion for
lifetimes.

Quiz in St. George’s Church, Modbury
A quiz to raise money for St George’s Church Roof Fund will be held
one evening in March after the end of half term; the date is yet to be
finalised.
The questions will be based on the last year, 2013 …

* LOCAL events taken from The Modbury Messenger
* LOCAL events taken from The Magnet
* NATIONAL events taken from The Church Times Review of the Year
* 4 Pages of PICTURE QUIZ from photos cut from many newspapers;
these will be projected onto a large screen.
Jo Highley’s Gospel Singers will perform.

South Hams Community
& Voluntary Services on
01803 862266 or for further
information contact jill@
southhamscvs.org.uk

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

This is an ecumenical event. Invitations will be sent to all churches in
Modbury and Aveton Gifford and, of course, to readers of
The Modbury Messenger, The Magnet and The mAGpie.

Final details and dates will be in the March Magnet and possibly
the February Magnet. Copies can be seen in St. Andrew’s
Church and The Village Shop.
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Neighbourhood Watch

M

AGpie has been
approached by
Michael Boyle, a police
volunteer who is the
administrator for Neighbour
Hood Watch (NHW) for
the South Hams and West
Devon area, operating from
Totnes Police Station.
He maintains a
communication network
with NHW co-ordinators
and distributes regular
newsletters. Until recently
these were sent by email and
by post, but the increasing
costs of postage mean that
the latter method will have
to cease. This obviously
impacts those who don’t
have email access, or
prefer hard copy, and is

where mAGpie can help.
We propose therefore to
incorporate information
from the NHW newsletters.
Michael is also available
to answer queries regarding
NHW and may generally
be contacted in his office
between 10:00 am and
12:00 pm on Wednesdays
(Tel 01803 86403 or
email Michael.Boyle@
devonandcornwall.pnn.
police.uk).
Other contacts for
Kingsbridge West, the
area that includes Aveton
Gifford, are PC Rachel
Ward, PCSO Stacey Thom
and PCSO Sophie Hack.
The winter newsletter
offers guidance on a

February / March Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
number of areas where
we can be exposed to
unpleasant consequences,
emphasising the importance
of basic precautions, such as
closing doors and windows
on property and cars and
keeping valuables away from
outside view. Valuables can
also be marked with your
postcode, house number or
name and then registered
on www.immobilise.com
to increase your chance of
recovery. Finally, there is
a reminder about the need
to know when to stop
consuming alcohol - but
mAGpie knows that all its
readers are either teetotal, or
paragons of virtue.

GREENLANDS
Higher Wizaller
* FRESH EGGS
* Full Range of HOME GROWN Vegetables,
* Tomato and Strawberry plants.
* Bedding Plants and Basket plants
* Hanging Baskets and Basket Refill service available.
* MARBLE ART - Garden Ornaments - Wall Plaques
Bob and Brenda Coates
Tel. 01548 550491
8

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
FEBRUARY DIARY
Monday 3rd

7.30pm Parish Council meeting

Saturday 8th

8.30pm D’lys & Adam Green live at the Fisherman’s Rest. Free entry.
Sponsored by the Aveton Gifford Cricket Club.

Thursday 13th

7.30pm WI – Royal River Pageant 2012 with Nigel Gould

Thursday 20th

7.30pm Aveton Gifford Taverners’ first night performance 			
of ‘Aladdin’! There will also be a raffle in aid of 			
charity. Tickets on sale at the village shop.

Friday 21st

7.30pm Aveton Gifford Taverners’ performance of ‘Aladdin’!

Saturday 22nd

2.30pm Matinee and Evening performances of The Taverners‘Aladdin’!
7.30pm

MARCH DIARY
Monday 3rd

7.30pm Parish Council meeting

Monday 10th

7.30pm Memorial Hall Committee meeting

Thursday 13th

7.30pm WI - Life in The Gambia with Elaine Holmes

Regular Events
Mondays

2.30-4.30pm

Monday Club (Please note new winter time)

Tuesdays

7.30-9.30pm

Lupridge Singers - Tuesday 18th in AG School 		
due to Taverners’ rehearsal

Wednesdays

7.00-9.00pm

Table Tennis Club – All ages welcome.
Equipment provided. £1.50 per session.
Not Wednesday 19th due to Taverners’ rehearsal

Fridays

6.00pm-7.00pm

Zumba

Pre-School Now at ‘The Hive’
Tuesday, Wednesday &
Friday

9.00-12.00
12.00-1.00
1.00-3.30

Morning sessions
Lunch Club
Afternoon sessions

Thursday

9.00-12.00
12.00-1.00

Morning sessions
Lunch Club
No afternoon session

Monday

9.45-11.45am

Parents & Toddlers

• No Breakfast Club at present, but if demand increases or anyone is interested, please
contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920
• School and Pre-school break up for half term holiday on Friday 14th February
• School and Pre-school break up for Easter holiday on Friday 4th April

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Grove
Park
Stories
			 by Jocelyn Ponting

Village Memories

Courage

I

Near the Sea at Grove Park

T

he only reason that I
live at Grove Park is
because, in 1948, it was
on a daily bus route to
Bigbury on Sea . It took my
parents over a year to find
somewhere to suit Mum,
who had decreed that she
had to live where she could
get to the sea by public
transport. I recall journeys
up and down farm tracks
sitting on the back seat of
the car as I heard Mum
repeating, ‘John, I told you
there is no bus service to
the sea, so I will NOT live
there!’ He always hoped she
would change her mind; she
never would.
We were living on an
uncle’s farm at Rattery in
a two up two down farm
cottage for a year in 1947-

Photo of my sister circa 1950
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8 as my parents were ‘in
between farms’. There was
no electricity, no telephone
and no water in the cottage.
The toilet was in a stone
privy over a stream and our
only water tap was on the
garden wall.
On our first day at Grove
Park, Mrs Olive Wroth
from Heathfield Down
walked across the fields
with a huge wicker basket
full of lots of buns and a
huge cake, to help ‘tide us
over with food’ until we
were organised. We were
extremely grateful, as you
might imagine.
Our new home was a
great improvement as there
were lots of rooms, though
no telephone or electricity.
Mum and Dad obtained a
phone quite quickly, but it
was homework by candle
light or an oil lamp; later we
obtained a wonderful Tilley
lamp that gave a good light.
The electric cables crossed
our farm and eventually
Mum refused the Electricity
Board permission to check
the lines and posts until we
had electricity ourselves.
The electricity wasn’t put in
until about 1955.
Mum visited Aveton
Gifford Primary School
to meet the headmaster,

Mr.Harold Horton, and
asked to be shown around
all the buildings. I was not
allowed to attend Marldon
Primary School at the age
of 4 years because Mum
felt the toilets were too
dreadful! Evidently those in
AG passed her inspection
and we duly started school.
Patience, aged six, was
in Miss Farmer’s infants
class and I, aged 8, in Mrs
Townsend’s, the middle
class.
The distance from farm
to school was measured
somehow as over 2 miles
and we had a taxi to
school. The school bus
(from Stevens Coaches of
Modbury, I think) did not
come down our bit of the
A379: it went to Harraton
Cross and up to Bigbury to
pick up the children there
and through the lanes, to
come out at Ashford.
Where was Dad you may
ask? Well he was at home,
working hard on the farm,
preparing to make a living
on 36 acres with Mum’s
help. What a struggle that
was without the help of any
electric appliances.
Next time: “Living with
no Electricity” or maybe
more about us at school in
village.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

would like to thank all
those people who have
passed gracious comments
about the Book; I use
the definite article rather
than the personal term as
it really was a team effort.
If you have not read it
yet then please go along
and buy it, to support the
Village Project Group and
their initiative and all the
long hours of reading and
collating my scribblings.
As January 26th
approaches, the memories
are still as sharp as ever. I
think, as I get older, that the
superfluous thoughts drop
away and the important
ones are clearer. The one
thing that stands out now
is courage. Yes - even
the German pilot who

by
David Balkwill

turned back to attack
the searchlights, the only
legitimate target, while his
comrades hightailed it out
to sea and safety, up over
the hills and down dales,
never more than thirty
feet above ground level, to
keep below radar; the lone
artillery gunner manning
the old Lewis machine
gun, stuck on a post beside
the searchlights, with no
protection whatever, while
the rest of the soldiers
scattered, looking for cover.
That gun was never used
in defence before that day,
from what I remember! If a
German bomber started to
dive down the searchlights
to machine gun the crew,
they switched them off
- which I saw on two

occasions in the Luftwaffe
attacks on Plymouth.
The courage of the
women when I got to the
village as they emerged from
their houses black with
soot; their thoughts were
not of their appalling plight,
but worried about the
welfare of their neighbours
and the fact that they were
unable to prepare their
returning husbands’ tea.
The courage that manifests
itself still in the bravery
of female medics rescuing
soldiers under enemy fire;
and the protection of a
lone soldier’s body from
maniacs with meat cleavers
in a London street by the
now renowned ‘Angels of
Woolwich’.

mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine which is published bi-monthly
and distributed free of charge to every house in the parish, as well as through the
Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church – circulation 450.
Advertisers should please supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form. The table below
shows the pa cost for 6 insertions:
Size
Whole page (A5)
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth of a page

AG Parish resident
£
150
75
50
36

Non-resident
£
200
100
60
50

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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“Water, Water, Every Where”

continued from front page

W

ork on Tree Corner
Bridge was completed
on December 20th and
the dramatic improvement
it made was soon evident
after incessant downpours
caused the same conditions
that had flooded three
nearby houses on previous
occasions: the culvert now
carries a much greater
volume of flood water
and leaves the houses
unaffected. In spite of
exceptionally high tides,
the brook also flowed
through Rectory Lawns
without bursting its banks,
swamping the Hall or
submerging the car park.
The parapets of Waterhead
Bridge, which used to act as
a dam for the flow of water
in that location, were rebuilt
in the last year and also
appear to have reduced the
risk of flooding.

as several people
who ensured that
the school grounds
would not flood
again during the
Christmas break.
All their hard work
undoubtedly made
a difference this
time to several
properties in the
village.
The parish
escaped remarkably
unscathed,
particularly when
compared to the
devastation in many
other parts of the
country. However,
the river valley did
fill with unusually
First test of new bridge after heavy rain
high tides, and a
(Lindy Davis Berry)
small number of low-lying
houses did flood on the
Thanks must go to a
highest of them, and gales
group of volunteers from
also caused damage to roofs
the Community Flood
Group,
who
monitored
other
vulnerable
areas
during the
heavy rain
storms and
cleared out
blocked
drains so
they could
better
cope with
the downpours,
New parapets on Waterhead Bridge
as well
(Ros Brousson)
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and trees in certain parts of
the parish. Nevertheless,
there has been an obvious
improvement, with our
two repaired bridges and a
greatly increased awareness
and understanding of
past problems by both
residents and the authorities
who have responsibility
for flooding issues. We
now need to keep up the
momentum and make
certain that further work is
done to the rest of Parson’s

Parson’s Brook, 5th Jan
(Peter Smith)

Brook, to ensure that it can
cope with increased flows
at all times. Discussions
are ongoing between the
parish council, supported
by our district and county
councillors, and the various
authorities to try to achieve
this.
The Flooding in AG page on
the website - www.aveton-gifford.
co.uk/local-info/flooding-in-ag
gives further information and
advice.

South Efford Marsh - Jan 3rd, water from end to end.
(Richard Purser)

Across the river to Waterfoot (John Ashton)

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Just after high tide, flooded boat house,Timbers car park
(Rosie Barrett)

Additional photo overleaf. The gallery of the Aveton Gifford
Community Website - www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/gallery - shows
these photos and other photos of the recent floods in colour, all kindly
contributed by residents.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Aveton
Gifford

Allotment Association

Our first year

I

View down the foreshore from the bridge - 7th Jan (Peter Javes)

High Barn
www.highbarndevon.co.uk

High Barn . Chillaton . Aveton Gifford . TQ7 4ER

Bed & Breakfast or Self-Catering
Working Art Studio
01548 550838
stay@highbarndevon.co.uk
We would be delighted to accommodate your friends or family

t is hard to believe that
it is almost a year since
we took on our allotment.
Fired with enthusiasm, our
first priority was to erect
a shed – well, you have to
have somewhere to make
a brew and take refuge
from the wind and rain!
That done, we were able to
concentrate on clearing the
plot and a couple of weeks
of hard digging gave us the
bed needed to plant the
potatoes. As the weather
improved, we cleared a
small area at a time and
began to fill every square
inch of ground, which, of
course, was a mistake as we

didn’t leave quite enough
space between rows to be
able to get in and hoe/
weed/pick the crops –
kneeling in such confined
spaces would often hear me
calling to my husband to,
‘Help me up, I’m stuck!’.
But it was a lesson learnt
and we will not be repeating
it this year! We have also
vowed not to plant the
vegetables which did not
give us a good return. The
cabbages started off looking
really good, but sadly the
slugs and snails thought
so too and, without daily
inspections of the salad
crops, a lot of those too
made a handsome feast for
the aforesaid nasties.
But there were
successes as well
– runner beans,
peas, carrots
and, of course,
the courgettes.
I think that,
without fail,
everybody who
grew them had a
hard job giving
them away!
So, having
come
through

some pretty awful weather
over the past few months,
thankfully with minimal
damage to our plot, we are
again raring to go. The
next few weeks will see
us spreading the manure
we didn’t get round to
spreading last year (it must
be pretty high by now) and
having a good tidy up.
Now we can look
forward to better weather
and, hopefully, a good
growing year. As well as
our plot to attend to, I have
also taken on the role of
Allotment Secretary - I
hope that I can successfully
fill Sarah’s wellie boots!
Plots do become
available from time to time
so, if you are interested in
growing your own fruit and
veg and keeping fit, please
telephone me on 550110
to add your name to the
waiting list.
Happy digging,
Jackie & David
1 Bakers Terrace

Studio open to visitors

www.nickbremer.com
14
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Fisherman’s Rest

.
Next stop..
Pickles

!
Modburyin

Outdoor

a
....on the m te.
93 bus rou ly

DIY

W

s or on
Regular buse
r, with
minutes by ca
.
easy parking

Pet
Leisure

House
& Home
Toys
Fuel

With regular special offers ...we stock everything
from cookware to pet products, thousands
of items available at Modbury’s one stop shop.
“delivery service available”

Garden

2 Broad Street . Modbury PL21 0PS . Tel : 01548 830412 . www.picklesmodbury.co.uk

BIGBURY GOLF CLUB
Have you heard the buzz at Bigbury
from the Juniors to the Seniors?
Looking to join a new Golf Club?
Membership available with NO JOINING FEE (temporarily suspended)
99Superb course with great greens, good all year round
99Stunning scenery in all directions
99Famously friendly atmosphere
99Encouragement for all ages, male and female
Please call 01548 810557
Ask for Nigel Blenkarne
PGA Master Professional		
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A Happy New Year to
all our customers.

www.bigburygolfclub.co.uk

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

e will shortly be
starting our annual
refurb, but will remain open
as usual. Hopefully this year
will be a good year for us all
and after a very wet start we
can look forward to a bright
spring and warm summer.
The new menu is up and

01548
550284

running and our gluten-free
menu appears a success. We
continue to have bookings
coming in for meetings
and events, so feel free to
contact us if we can help
make any of your events
special.
The village events fund

is open and slowly creeping
in the right direction. We
would like to take this
opportunity to thank the
parish council for their
continued support and help.

Forthcoming events
• Friday 31st January is Chinese New Year and we will have a themed menu: bookings
please.
• On Saturday February 8th D’lys and Adam will be playing live at the Fisherman’s from
8pm after their live interview at 11am on BBC Radio Devon: all welcome, free entrance.
• Book now for Valentines Day on Friday 14th February.
• Cricket Club annual dinner on Saturday February 15th: contact Keith Beaumont for
tickets.
• Jumping ahead a bit, 30th March is Mothering Sunday and there will be a special menu
as well as Sunday lunch.
• Also in March, we will be hopefully celebrating St Patricks Day (17th) with the Raggle
Taggle Band, but as the day itself is a Monday we will have to confirm arrangements
nearer the time.

Regular events etc
• The January quiz was a great success thanks to all the people who came, with great fun
had by all. Remember, quizzes are held on the 2nd Thursday of the month starting at
7:30 pm (quiz itself starts at 8:00)
• The 1st Tuesday of every month is the Kingsbridge Jazz Club (starting at 7:30 pm).
• Fish and Chips evenings are held every Friday (fish and chips still priced at £5.50); time
from 7 pm.
• Knit and Natter sessions are held the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of every month from 10:30 to
12:00 noon.
• Look out for the Raggle Taggle dates on the board outside the pub, with further notices
in the shop. Their New Year show was a real treat and brought them a whole host of
new fans when they were treated to a foot stomping good night, supported by Mr Steve
Friend .
• As regulars will know, we have a display of local artists which is always changing - at
the moment we have Allen Green, John Ashton, Ray Capewell, Jon Marshall and Steve
Friend; also local photography. Pop in and have a look.
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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News from the Hive

Know your Parish

T

A

Pre-School Round-Up
he end of last term
really went out in style
for the Pre-School, with the
highlight inevitably being
the 2013 Nativity Play in
St Andrew’s Church. It’s
conventional to write about
the ‘expectant hush’ falling
upon the audience as the
performers take their places,
but in this case it would be
far more accurate to set the
scene against a pleasantly
noisy backdrop of the ‘oohing and ahh-ing’ of proud
parents, the beeps and clicks
of three-dozen cameras and
the charmingly inevitable
cries of, ‘Hello, Mum!’
The Nativity was - of
course - delightful for
everyone there, with
confident performances
complemented by a range
of songs, both traditional
and...er...less traditional,
ably accompanied by Revd
Neil. Mary and Joseph
made their journey safely
guided by the Angels (and
even a brief appearance
from Spiderman) and, as
the children filed out - still
following a very energetic
Star - their families were
aglow with smiles. Our
congratulations to all
participants.
In more earthbound
news, the December ‘Nearly
New Sale’ was a confirmed
success, with the wider
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community demonstrating
once again their support for
the great facilities on offer
at The Hive for the growing
number of young families
in the parish. The sale
managed to make a profit of
nearly £140, so thank you
to everyone who was able
to come along and either
take advantage of some of
the smashing deals on offer
or help out in some way.
This fundraising was further
topped-up by contributions
and donations raised for the
Pre-School from an evening
of ‘pampering’ held by some
of the mums - thank you!
Whilst on the subject of
fundraising, did you know
that if you shop online some
of your purchases might be
eligible to generate a small
donation to the Pre-School?
That’s right, if you go to
www.easyfundraising.org.uk
and search
for ‘Aveton
Gifford’
you’ll find
instructions
on how
to take
advantage of
free money
for the
Pre-School!
So far, just
a dozen
parishioners
have

by Ken Doughty

Yew Trees

already managed to raise
£17.99 - at absolutely no
cost to themselves, as
the companies selling the
items donate the funds.
Imagine how much free
money could be raised by
a widespread uptake of
this golden opportunity
throughout the parish...
Of course, we endeavour
to keep the ‘fun’ in
fundraising too, and
plans are now afoot for a
Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Extravaganza, amongst
other things; so, do please
keep your eyes peeled for
notices.
Our thanks as always go
to the staff and supporters
of the Pre-School, and we
look forward to seeing you
at future village events.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

common sight in most
churchyards is the
English yew tree (Taxus
baccata) which is considered
to have pre-Christian
religious significance.
However, only half of the
churches in the Modbury
Team have got one. The
oldest seems to be the one
at All Hallows, Ringmore,
which, judging by its girth,
must be approaching 600
years in age. Of the two
at St. Andrew’s, Aveton
Gifford, one was planted at
the 2000 Millennium and
the other in the middle of
the 19th Century. This was
probably during the ministry
of the Revd. William Parr
Pitman (1847-1874), who
did so much for the parish,
including the building of the
village school (1857). Of
the two remaining churches,
both Modbury and
Woodleigh have two yews,
though none is thought to
be of great age.
Although the traditional
English longbow was
typically of yew wood,
church yews were not
used for this purpose,
partly because they were
on hallowed ground, but
mainly because the best bow
wood came from southern
mountainous areas where
the yew wood was tougher.
Yews from Spain, for

instance, were considered
to be 60 % stronger. It is
a curious fact that English
longbows were chiefly
made from imported
wood.
When Edward I was
attempting to conquer
the Welsh, he became
very impressed with
their use of the longbow
and he decided to use
it as the weapon of his
infantry when he turned
his attention to Scotland.
By the 14th Century it
was used very efficiently
at Crecy and Poitiers. It
was by then the approved
weapon for the English
and practising at butts was
encouraged. Edward III
issued a proclamation which
favoured archery over
such pursuits as ‘handball,
football, hockey, coursing
and cockfighting, and other
such idle games’.
The Reverend Mason
Neale (1818-66), who
wrote the carol ‘Good King
Wenceslas’, considered
the yew tree to be a fitting
Christian emblem for
several reasons :
• little outside bark: to
teach us not to make
outside show of religion
• lasting timber: soundness
and sincerity
• many branches: plenty of
good works

• always green and
prospering: grow and
think in grace
• green in winter:
Christianity best in
affliction
• berries: fruits of
righteousness
• long-lived and longlasting: immortality and
lasting life.
The yew is significant
in many cultures such
as Shintoism in Japan,
Buddhism in Tibet and
among the native American
Indians. Strange that the
wood from a tree with such
spiritual significance should
have such a warlike usage.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Ken Doughty
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Nature Notes

The Minister’s
Review

by Rodney Bone

by
Michael Tagent

Don’t mess with us or we will
mess on you!

T

he Fieldfare is a
member of the Thrush
family that breeds mainly
in Scandinavia but, like
another member of the
family, the Redwing,
winters in England. They
are quite scarce; this year
I saw my first ones on the
11th of November. Their
nests are too widely spaced
to be called colonies but,
when threatened by a
predator, there is a strong

neighbourhood
solidarity. If a
Crow enters the
neighbourhood the
adult Fieldfares fly
up into the air and
one by one they give
out a loud screech,
dive down towards
the crow and drop
their faeces (poo);
the faeces rain down
on the enemy and begin to
stick to its plumage, forcing

Winter Highlights
Rod Bone & Eric Wotton
23 Nov: 3 Dunlin, 50 Lapwing
26 Nov: 1 Merlin, 2 Green Sandpipers
27 Nov: 1 Firecrest
28 Nov: 1 male Cirl Bunting
11 Dec: 110 Wigeon
14 Dec: 100+ Snipe Marshes above the weir
15 Dec: 1 female Hen Harrier, 1 Black Redstart
17 Dec: 50 Lapwing
19 Dec: 2 male Mandarin Ducks
4 Jan: 4 Water Pipits, 2 Water Rails, Chiffchaffs quite
common 6+ (South Efford Marsh)
6 Jan: 10 Shoveler Ducks
7 Jan: 68 Mute Swans, the highest count since March
1953 when 91 were present.

20

A Problem – and an Opportunity

W

it to retreat for its life.
The Hoopoe is a very
colourful bird, mainly
orange with a large crest
and black and white wings
and tail. They are rare in this
country; I have only ever
had two in the AG Parish.
The nestlings have various
strategies to keep predators
away. When only four days
old the young develop a
gland on their rump which
produces a foul smelling
substance. This stench can
also be produced by the
female; when it reaches the
noses of predators they beat
a retreat. If they are still
foolish enough to approach
the nest, the young shoot a
jet of urine straight at them;
they can hit a predator
from 24 inches away. If the
predator still hasn’t got the
message, the young hiss like
snakes. Not surprisingly,
the survival rate of young
Hoopoes is quite high.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

e have a problem:
in the Woodleigh
Deanery there are vacancies
for stipendiary (paid)
clergy in Loddiswell and
Thurlestone, but the
shortage of clergy nationally
(and thus available to our
Diocese) means that only
one can be replaced. In
future there will only be
six stipendiary clergy in the
Deanery, which is a matter
of deep concern to both
parishioners and clergy
alike.
With this in mind, the
Deanery Synod felt it right
to give to every parish in the
Deanery a list of possible
options of how clergy might
be deployed and to ask
them to comment as they
felt appropriate. These

comments are to be sent
to the Deanery Secretary
by the middle of February.
The Deanery Mission and
Pastoral Committee will
collate the replies and
make recommendations for
Synod decision early in May.
So, please contact your PCC
members, find out more
about the options, and
make sure your opinions are
taken into account.
The shortage of
stipendiary clergy raises
fundamental issues about
ministry in the Church.
In the past, people have
often assumed that church
worship and pastoral care
were the work of the vicar
with lay folk dealing with
fund-raising, flowers and
church repairs. If that is
true, will it be so in the
future, with fewer clergy?
The question for the
future is: are church
members spectators of
performances by the vicar,
or active participants in
a team? We can deplore
the lack of clergy but,
as a former Archdeacon
of Exeter said, ‘We get
them from the laity; are
you offering?’. The same
comment would apply to
future readers and other

church workers.
Lay members of our
congregations will be
involved much more in the
future in taking services,
teaching and visiting. This
means developing people
for leadership tasks, which
is one of the reasons
behind our Team ‘Growing
Leaders’ course. This
is being held in Aveton
Gifford Church from 3 to 5
pm on the fourth Sunday of
each month until November
(with a break in August).
The next two are on 23
February and 23 March;
there is no commitment,
but, if you want to know
more about helping to lead
God’s church, why not
come along?

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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The Village
Shop & Post
Office is open
7 days a week:

Monday: 8am - 6pm
Tuesday: 8am -1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Wednesday: 8am - 1pm
Thursday: 8am - 6pm
Friday: 8:00am - 1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 1pm

Crafting heaven...
Workshops for
all ages and a
shop packed
with goodies
• Fun, informal workshops – beginners to
advanced
• Parties for children and adults – from sock
monkeys to silk knickers
• Regular knit and natter, Monday night craft
club
Sewing, knitting, crochet, lampshades, felting,
embroidery, patchwork...

The shop is closed for lunch Tuesday and
Friday between 1pm & 2pm

Our shop stocks a wide range of
quality craft books and kits, gorgeous yarn, patterns, needles and
accessories. Do come and browse.

Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street
Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
TEL: 01548 550996

Book online at www.
socialfabrictotnes.co.uk or 01803
866144 101 High St, Totnes, TQ9 5PF (top of
The Narrows, in the old Post office)

Tilly Downing
BSc, POD, MCh.S
STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

Curtains
Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Home visits or in-surgery treatment

Three years training,
Very safe and thorough

TEL: 01548 550072

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

The Laurels, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford

opposite the car park – near the school

Claire Louise Hill

Professional Painter and Decorator
Pastures New, Shute Lane, South Milton, Kingsbridge TQ7 3JL
Home 01548 561161

Mobile 07976129162

Award Winning – Fully Qualified – Fully Insured

Flowers by Rachael
Rachael Quick ICSF

Web design with zest.
I am a well qualified and experienced web designer
& coder working full-time from my studio in Aveton
Gifford offering the following services:
Quality, bespoke web design with a
personal touch.
Complete design package, including
graphics, video, audio & flash animation.

... caring for more than 300
homes around the areas of
Salcombe & Kingsbridge
Why not enjoy the ‘Pebbles
finish’ in your own home?
Housekeeping & Cleaning
(Domestic & Holiday Home)
Telephone: 01548 843680

Professional and personal service with
excellent communication.
Contact Amy Clayton for a free consultation.
email: amy@limelight-webstudio.co.uk
phone: 07796 266559
web: www.limelight-webstudio.co.uk
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Pebbles of Salcombe Ltd
4 Island Square, Island St, Salcombe

tel: 01548 550642
mobile 07989 771382
weddings
funerals
special occasions
parties/functions
home appointments
seasonal decorations for every occasion

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance

Former of Rosemary, est 25 years family business

Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Tel: 01548 830435

Professional Cleaning Services
•
•
•
•

T: 01548 854313
www.pebblesofsalcombe.co.uk

FLETE
GARDENS

Carpets, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
Stain & Odour Removal
Car-Boat-Caravan Wash & Valet
Gutter Vaccuum

E:info@fine-shine.com		

•
•
•
•

Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
Window Cleaning
Pressure Washing

W:www.fine-shine.com

Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1SF

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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TALKING SHOP
We are pleased and delighted with the excellent feedback we have received
from you on our Christmas Fayre from the shop.
We do like to hear from customers about things good and bad. For instance, we
were stocking a value washing up liquid that sold for 60p. However, a couple of
customers told us they were getting a bad reaction from it on their hands.
So, we changed to Fairy Liquid at £1.29 and,
hopefully, hands that do dishes will once again be soft as your face!
GREAT NEWS - we are now stocking Maforna potatoes locally grown by
Lidstones at the brilliantly low price of only 45p a kilo. This is a versatile,
good- tasting potato that boils, roasts, chips and so on. Well worth a try.
SPECIAL OFFERS - We still have some Christmas goodies in stock, including
chutney, spiced orange slices, Stilton and Cheddar cheese, etc. - all at reduced
prices. So, hurry while stocks last!
MEAT ORDERS - Pollards the butchers, based in Dartmouth, supply us with
high quality meat, poultry and their own delicious sausages. As we can only carry
a small amount of stock, we are now taking orders.
Place your order on a Monday and collect on a Thursday.
BREAD ORDERS – Let us know what you want and when and we will supply.
BRAEBURN APPLES – We stock them at £1.95 a kilo.
The same price as Morrisons – not bad for a little village shop!
NEWSPAPERS – Is there a special magazine that you want or a daily
newspaper? Order it from the shop.

Happy shopping at your village shop.
The Aveton Gifford Village Shop & Post Office, Fore Street,
Aveton Gifford, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 4LL
Tel: 01548 550996 Email: john@artashton.co.uk
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