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yes he was !
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J

ust how much social vitality there is in the Parish was clear for
all to see at the end of February when the Taverners Drama
Group laid on a scintillating production of Aladdin. This saw
the Village Hall seamlessly transformed, via an oasis in Arabia,
to various locations around Old Peking, including a jewelencrusted cave where Aladdin (or Araddin as the Glamorous
Chinese Police referred to him) and his Princess Rosebud were
entrapped by the dastardly villain Abanazar.
The production gloried in all the conventions of pantomime
with loads of laughs, masses of audience participation, heaps of
political incorrectness, a beautiful Dame and a plot where true
love overcame all social barriers to bring the right result.
The cast were superb, embodying a whole range of experience
levels, from those in the prime of their artistic careers to the
brilliant, young thespians just starting out onto the stage. All
were exceptional and you could see that they had completely
taken on board the characters they played.
The professional quality of the performance reflected not
only the skill of the Drama Group but also all the hard work
that everybody had put in through over two dozen collective
rehearsals, plus of course all the time spent on individual
learning of lines.
It was a tour de force that a much bigger community than
ours would have been justly
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Araddin was in AG - oh yes he was ! - continued from page 1
proud of.
And let’s not forget all
the ancillary roles that go
into creating and delivering
such an enjoyable piece of
theatre: writing, preparation
of sets and props, direction,
lighting, music, stage
management, marshalling
of divas, preparation and
serving of refreshments
to audience and cast,
even child care. There are
probably more that I have
omitted (eg the rehearsal
facilities provided by the
Fisherman’s Rest to all
those hard-working actors).

You know, we are
so lucky to have such a
talented and
motivated
team of
people in
our midst.
I hope
that they
enjoyed
themselves
as much as
those who
spectated it certainly
looked like
it.
Bravo

to all and roll on the next
production - you won’t
want to miss it !

Don’t miss AG Facebook Updates

T

he village Facebook
page has been more
active recently, with regular
postings, and it has been
very encouraging to see that
these posts have been wide
reaching. A recent post
about new cake stands in
the Village Shop was seen
by a total of 515 people at
the last count and a flood
warning about the Village
Car Park was seen by 674.
1.
2.
3.
4.

So, with these figures in
mind, we are looking to
keep up the momentum
with regular postings,
including news of village
entertainments and events
and essential information
like flood and weather
warnings.
If you would like to
ensure you get these posts
in your feed, then you need
to follow the steps below.

It’s important to note that,
even if you have already
liked the AG Facebook
page, it’s not guaranteed
that you will see every
AG post in your feed, as
Facebook prioritises what it
shows based on complicated
algorithms. But there is an
easy way around this: all you
have to do is to request to
get notifications on the AG
Facebook page:

Sign into your Facebook account
Go to the AG Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/AvetonGifford
If you haven’t previously liked the Facebook page, then click on the ‘Like’ button
that is underneath the main picture.
To ensure all posts reach you: Hover over the drop down arrow on the ‘Liked’ button
and then click the ‘Get Notifications’ option.

Following the above
steps will make sure that
all posts from the Aveton
Gifford Facebook page are
displayed in your feed; so
you’ll never miss an update!

For anyone thinking
of joining the Facebook
world, but are unsure about
privacy, then there are some
good practices you can
follow which will help you

use Facebook in a secure
way. Detailed information is
available from:
http://news.yahoo.com/
facebook-privacy-settingshow-to-150256399.html

World War One Memories

W

e are approaching the anniversary of the start of World War One and, to mark the
occasion, we are planning a feature in the Aug/Sept edition of mAGpie.
We would like to look at how the war affected life in the village; who went to war; who was
left behind; who did not return. How did the loss of the labour force affect the community ?
What was our village like in 1914 ?
If you have any family photographs, or family histories of great grandparents, uncles, etc
please do let us know.
Delia Elliott      Aveton Gifford Parish Project Group
Email deliaelliott@doctors.org.uk; Telephone 01548 550298

KEN DOUGHTY

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY!
Photos contributed by John Ashton & Maya Plass
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Bog Blog Project

H

ere in Devon we are
incredibly lucky to
be surrounded by some
beautiful and diverse
wildlife hotspots. In Aveton
Gifford, for example,
there is a budding, thriving
marshland - South Efford
Marsh, that is already a
hotspot for a wide variety of
wildlife.
The children of Aveton
Gifford Primary School
are very lucky to have the
opportunity to explore
this wonderful wildlife
reserve. Now, thanks to
funding from the Aune
Conservation Association,
they will, for the last half of
this spring term and the first
half of the summer term,
become wildlife rangers.
They will investigate the
“current environmental
status” of the marshland
and create essentially an
up-to-date snapshot of
what wildlife lives on South
Efford Marsh.
The children will explore
every nook and cranny of

this area with me (Maya
Plass from Learn To Sea)
and the help of some
identification books.
We will use the latest
technologies to ‘capture’
otters (trail cameras); pond
dip for invertebrates in the
creek; lay small mammal
traps to see which rodents
live in the hedgerows; sweep
nets for flying invertebrates;
binoculars for our larger
feathered friends and much
more. The children will
even work towards creating
a display for the recently
erected bird hide.
Through this experience
I know that the children
will be bowled over by
the variety of life that they
can discover right here on
their doorstep. This early
experience of wildlife and
becoming inspired by
the great outdoors is
how we will create future
ecologists and conservationminded adults.
The data they collate
will help future children

Update on South Efford Marsh
understand and compare
what they can see at South
Efford Marsh in subsequent
seasons and years. This
information and the
progress of the project will
be recorded on a blog page:
www.ourbogblog.blogspot.
co.uk
It’s hoped that other
local nature enthusiasts
and visitors might also feed
information through on any
sightings, so please do get
in touch if you see anything
that you think would be
good to report! You can do
this at info@mayaplass.com
The children will be
running an Open Day
on Thursday June 5th to
help inspire their school
friends and others in the
community to connect,
engage and protect their
local wildlife hotspots.
Please keep an eye out
nearer the time for posters
around the village and come
and learn from Aveton
Gifford’s mini wildlife
rangers!

Flood Group update

Y

ou may spot a new
shed in the grounds of
the Village Hall in the next
couple of weeks. We’re all
breathing a sigh of relief
now the bad weather has
passed but, in the event
of more flood warnings,
the Flood Group has been
able to buy equipment for
the village to help to deal
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with it. Grant money from
Devon County Council
will provide the equipment,
some sandbag stores and
the shed.
Cars in the Hall car park
have been damaged in past
floods, so we are trying
to help residents to avoid
this happening again. Plans
are therefore afoot to put

up a RED WARNING
NOTICE at the entrance
to the car park if there is
another Met Office severe
weather alert. It would be
really helpful if users could
park somewhere else just
while the notice is up, but
it will ONLY be in place
while there is an immediate
risk of flooding.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

T

rust Open Day on
January 15th proved
very popular, with over
100 visitors on the guided
walks. The undoubted star
of the day was a Glossy Ibis;
occasionally disturbed by
visitors, it still returned to
forage on the rich source
of food to be found in
the mud and remained on
the marsh for a further 10
days before continuing on
its way. A full report with
photos of the Open Day
can be found on the Parish
Project website http://
www.ag-project.co.uk/96/
south-efford-marsh
There are many positive
things to report about South
Efford this spring. On
the Open Day the whole
site was waterlogged and
extremely muddy – visitors
found the paths heavy
going and wellington boots
essential. But better weather
has made a huge difference
and now the path has largely
dried out making a return
visit much easier. The new
bird hide looking out over
both the reserve and the

river is a great addition and
well used already. In March
Rod Bone was interviewed
in a BBC Inside Out feature
on the Marsh with Nick
Baker. The programme
described its development
in very positive terms and

seclusion of the reserve.
The primary school children
have thoroughly enjoyed
their first few sessions with
Maya’s Bog Blog project
(www.ourbogblog.blogspot.
co.uk - see also the articled
elsewhere in this issue).

Glossy Ibis, taken by Mike Wynne Powell

since then there has been
an increase in new visitors
to the site. Sunshine has
brought out a few early
Tortoiseshell, Peacock and
Orange Tip butterflies,
and birds are pairing and
preparing to nest in the

They have seen a variety
of birds, fish, otter tracks
and even a fox; it was well
summed up by one of them
who said “because I live so
close, it is amazing to know
what is actually here!”

LUPRIDGE SINGERS SUMMER CONCERT
The Lupridge Singers are performing a Summer Concert
at St Andrew’s Church, Aveton Gifford on Sunday 1st
June at 3.00pm, singing ‘Horizons’ by Andrew Carter and
‘Songs of the Fleet’ by Charles Villiers Stanford.
Tickets £5 from choir members or on the door.
Cream Teas served afterwards!

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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mAGpie - New Deadline and
Enlarged Team

T

he eagle-eyed amongst
us may have spotted
on the front page that
the deadline for article
submission to the mAGpie
has changed to the 10th
of the month preceding
publication. Due to the
*
*
*
*
*
*

mAGpie putting on weight
over the last year with the
inclusion of more articles
from all over the parish,
it is taking significantly
more time to collate, edit
and produce the layout.
Therefore the newly formed

10th January for inclusion in the Feb-Mar edition
10th March for inclusion in the Apr-May edition
10th May for inclusion in the June-July edition
10th July for inclusion in the Aug-Sept edition
10th September for inclusion in the Oct-Nov edition
10th November for inclusion in the Dec-Jan edition

Cooperation with these
dates will be very much
appreciated and help us to
meet our publication date at
the beginning of the month.
Also, we would like to make
a very warm welcome to

two new members of the
production team, Pippa
Unwin and Sue May, who
are going to work with
Delia Elliot in the creation
& collation of articles watch out for new content

AG BIG
CAR BOOT SALE
Sunday 18th May
Aveton Gifford Cricket Ground
(just off the A379, follow the signs)

Open from 9.00 to 13.00
Set up from 8.00

Cars £5 Large Vans £8
Refreshments available from 08.30
Dogs on Leads permitted
Buyers entry & car parking free
Enquiries: Tel: 07799 336957
Email: R.cole@btinernet.com
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production team have
decided that a little more
breathing space is necessary.
So for all future editions of
the mAGpie the deadlines
will be as follows:

that stem from their ideas in
up-coming issues. Welcome
aboard to both!
And don’t forget - next
issues deadline is the 10th
May!

LOST
PROPERTY
We have received notification of a
number of items that have been left at
the Village Shop. Please contact Dinah
if they are yours (the Shop number is
550996).
• Pink waterproof jacket by Trespass
• Navy blue detachable hood – child
size
• 1 Black glove – right hand
• Pair of Elvie sunglasses – tortoise
shell frames
• Pair of reading glasses
• Panasonic video camera in a brown
case
• Small soft toy – Tiger.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

April / May Diary Dates for Aveton Gifford
APRIL DIARY
Monday 7th
Thursday 10th
Sunday 13th
Thursday 20th

At the Memorial Hall unless otherwise stated.
Parish Council meeting
WI – Burma Re-visited, with Felicity Goodall
WI – Royal River Pageant 2012 with Nigel Gould
Clear-up of rubbish (plastics, fishing nets, litter etc) on 		
foreshore and Tidal Road, organised by Avon 			
Conservation Association (ACA). Meet at Timbers Car 		
MAY DIARY
Park; everybody welcome.
Thursday 8th
7.30pm WI – AGM Resolutions
Friday 9th
7.30pm St Andrew’s Church Plant and Coffee Evening – 			
Plants, Cakes, Produce, White Elephant, Books, 			
Raffle and Refreshments. Admission – Adults 50p, 			
Children free. Proceeds in aid of St Andrew’s
Monday 12th
7.00pm Annual Parish Meeting - shortened Parish Council 			
meeting, followed by reports from all the various 			
community groups and clubs and representatives 			
from the schools and police etc.
Sunday 18th
9am-1pm Cricket Club Car Boot Sale at the AG Cricket Ground. See
advert on page 6 for more details
Monday 19th
7.30pm Memorial Hall AGM
Thursday 22nd
7.00pm Aune Conservation Association AGM and buffet, with
presentation by Maya Plass on the AG Primary School project
on South Efford Marsh. At the Fisherman’s Rest
Thursday 22nd
All Day European Elections
Sunday 1st June 3.00pm Lupridge Summer Concert, at St. Andrews, followed by 		
cream tea. ‘Horizons’ by Andrew Carter and a 			
selection of other pieces. Tickets £5 from choir 			
Regular Events
members or on the door.
Mondays
3.00-4.30pm
Monday Club
Tuesdays
7.30-9.30pm
Lupridge Singers
Wednesdays
7.00-8.00pm
Table Tennis Club – All ages welcome. Equipment
provided. £1.50 per session. One hour at present,
but may increase to 2 hours if there is more demand
Pre-School at ‘The Hive’
Morning sessions
Tuesday, Wednesday & 9.00-12.00
Lunch Club
Friday
12.00-1.00
Afternoon sessions
1.00-3.30
Thursday
9.00-12.00
Morning sessions
12.00-1.00
Lunch Club
No afternoon session
Monday
9.45-11.45am
Parents & Toddlers
• No Breakfast Club at present, but if demand increases or anyone is interested, please
contact Mandy Tucker on 07716 790920
• School breaks up for Easter Holidays on 4th April; Summer Term begins 22nd April.
7.00pm
7.30pm
11.00am
7.30pm

For further information and events publicised (or potentially changed) after this edition has
gone to press, please see the calendar on the Community Website ...
http://www.aveton-gifford.co.uk/calendar/
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Parish Walks

by Jim Fowler

Number 5:

this walk is from Bridge End to the parish boundary at
Stiddicombe Creek and back; it is part of the Avon Estuary Walk and some of it
is also our Footpath 6. There are two steep sections (one at either end) to get
the heart going and it is approximately 5 km, taking between 1 hr 30 min and 1
hour 45 min. I tend to take the longer time because I stop frequently to enjoy
the views and the peace and quiet.
ou can start from
At the top of the hill
Timbers Car Park,
the path meets the
walking over the bridge
metalled road which
via the permissive paths
connects Stadbury to
on the east side, in which
the A379; turn right
case you might allow up to
on this road. After
2 hours for the round trip
about 250m or so,
and time your return to
at the approach to
finish in The Fisherman’s
Stadbury, the path
Rest. Or, if you want a real
turns left and rises
gate. Go through this gate,
stretch, you can follow the
gently between two lines of
turn immediately right as
Avon Estuary Walk beyond
trees for about 130m, when
shown by a way mark and
Stiddicombe Creek, where it
it opens out into a field.
follow the path for about
will take you to Bantham.
Follow the line of the fence
200m. The ground falls
Start the walk at Bridge
on your right until you reach
away from you quite steeply
End by following the road
the next gate (about 350m).
and your route is to bear
which heads west past
Along this section of the
left down the slope and
South Efford House. After
path you will see Stadbury
then right almost at the
about 300m you will pass
Farm to your right and over
bottom (keeping the scrub
South Efford Barns on your
your shoulder, with Dartand trees on your right)
right, while the road bears
moor in the far distance;
until you reach two gates
left and starts to go uphill.
you will also see Bigbury
close together which open
The road surface degrades
Golf Course to your right,
onto the foreshore at Stidfrom here on, largely due to
with the sea in the distance.
dicombe Creek. The line of
erosion by water, and it is
Going through the gate into
the path is not very clear
uneven, so tread carefully.
the next field, you can turn
here after the recent storms
After another 300m you
right and then left around
and exceptionally high tides,
reach the start of Footpath
the corner of the field,
but there’s a sleeper bridge
6, which continues uphill
or you can cut across the
over the creek and it is
for about 500m more and,
corner, along the line of the
quite simple to find. From
as you make the climb, you
right of way, to a waymark
here you turn and retrace
can catch glimpses of Little
post which leans rather laziyour steps to Stadbury and
Efford Farm across the vally towards the fence. From
Bridge End, or you can
ley to your left; you will also
here the path goes downhill
continue on to Bantham,
have views of the village
between two post and rail
another 2 km along the
over the gates of the fields
fences for about 150m, at
Avon Estuary Walk.
on your right.
the end of which there is a

Y
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Village Memories

Environmental Matters

I

cannot understand why
the Government tolerates
the Environment Agency
- a more useless body it is
impossible to imagine. For
as long as they have been in
power they have advocated
raising water levels to make
‘havens for wildlife’, with
South Efford Marsh a
prime example! The overall
result after an abnormally
wet winter is 7,000 homes
flooded, eleven people killed
and thousands of acres of
good pasture under water
for months on end. When
was the River Avon last
dredged? When I was a lad
every summer sand banks
were removed from the
main channel between the
bridge and Bantham by men
up to their waists in water
with picks and shovels.
Nowadays there are huge
machines to do it without

Aveton
Gifford

by
David Balkwill

the drivers even getting wet.
As for the wild life, up to
the 50’s, every winter flocks
of Mallard, Widgeon and
Teal thronged the estuary,
despite being shot at, in
numbers far greater than
they are today. Why so
many - because the shooters
were countrymen who
controlled their predators.
Really, the wild bird lobby is
insane. Although it is legal
to shoot pigeons devastating
a crop, now it is proposed
you scare them off first they will be back as soon as
your back is turned.
On a happier note,
congratulations to Rodney
Bone for a superb display
of snowdrops around the
Lower Car Park this Spring:
they really did lift one’s
sprits.

Allotment Association

Getting the ground ready
What’s your opinion?
Not all of you may agree
with David’s standpoint.
What are your thoughts?
The mAGpie welcomes
contributions from
anyone in the parish.

David Balkwill

A

fter such a cold, wet
and windy start to
the year, the weather is
gradually changing for the
better. However, we are
not out of the woods yet:
we have had some cold
nights and frosty mornings,
so any early plantings will
have to be given a bit of
protection. Sometimes it is
better to delay sowings for a
couple of weeks to give the
ground a chance to warm
up; covering the ground
with either fleece, weed

control matting or black
polythene will help with
this and, although we can’t
do very much planting, we
can do a lot to prepare the
ground ready for sowing.
For those plants that love
manure, there is still time
to dig some in, or simply
spread it over the surface
as a top dressing. It is also
a good time to prepare a
runner bean trench, adding
kitchen and garden waste
and a sprinkling of poultry
manure. The compost heap

will also benefit from being
forked over.
Despite the weather,
it is good to see fellow
allotmenteers and our
newcomers venturing onto
their plots. Remember,
if you are interested in
growing your own, you
can add your name to the
waiting list by contacting me
(Jackie Guiver) on 01548
550110.
Happy digging!

High Barn

New Tree warden

www.highbarndevon.co.uk

My role as Tree Warden has been passed on to David
Davis Berry, who will be well known to many of you.
David lives in the centre of the village and is in a better
position than me to be in touch with any problems in our
green spaces.
I would like to thank all who have supported me and will
liaise with David during the coming few months.
Delia Elliott

High Barn . Chillaton . Aveton Gifford . TQ7 4ER

Bed & Breakfast or Self-Catering
Working Art Studio
01548 550838
stay@highbarndevon.co.uk
We would be delighted to accommodate your friends or family
Studio open to visitors

www.nickbremer.com
10
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Grove
Park
Stories
			 by Jocelyn Ponting

Home Entertainment Before
Electricity

Part 2 of Jocelyn Ponting`s story of growing up in Grove Park

I

still have the
candleholder we carried
to bed as children - as
well as our mother’s, our
grandmother’s and our great
grandmother’s. After dark
we used oil lamps, which
could be very smelly unless
the wick was carefully
trimmed to exactly the
right length, but we were
never allowed to carry
these. When moving to
another room we had to
light a candle and carry it
very carefully so no candle
wax dripped on clothes,
furniture or skin! We loved
collecting the warm wax and
modelling things from it.
Under the eaves in the attic
we once found an old oil
lamp with a frilly pink glass
shade that had been left by a
previous owner.
Our grandfather stayed
with us for several weeks at
a time. Using candle light
and his hands he created
shadows of wonderful
butterflies, dragons
and other creatures on
the bedroom walls. We
progressed to shadow
puppet shows on the wall,
or a performance on an old
sheet hung up in the attic.

12

One night we planned a
midnight feast in the attic,
hoarding away some food
and a candle and matches;
we were sitting in the semi
dark nibbling away when
Mum arrived, creeping up
the stairs with cups of hot
cocoa, having heard us!
We had to learn about
fire safety from an early
age. In later years my sister
Patience and I thought
we had died and gone to
heaven when we were given
our first small torch. You
have no idea how difficult
it was to read under the
bedclothes so your parents
didn’t see the candlelight.
Torches solved that
problem!
Drawing, painting,
writing, playing games,
sewing, knitting and
listening to the radio were
all carried out in one family
room. We made furniture
for our doll’s house from
egg boxes and scraps of
material. With no electricity,
our entertainments were
varied as Mum was
imaginative and artistic. We
were taught to make doll’s
clothes by hand and later
used an old treadle sewing

machine.
Christmas presents were
always home-made and
Mum helped us make ours
as there was no money
to spare. All the aunts
got the same thing. One
year it was papier-mâché
dressing table trays, with
‘barbola paste’ model
flowers round the edge,
which were left to harden,
then painted and varnished
two or three times.
Apparently, they lasted
over 50 years. Another
year it was bulb bowls
made out of scratched, old
78 rpm records, planted
with hyacinth bulbs. Later,
folding boxes covered in
material that was tied at the
corners: these were very
useful as they were ‘flat
pack’
When it was raining, we
had a lovely time, as we
roamed the rooms that had
no furniture collecting odds
and ends left behind by
previous tenants. We played
hopscotch in the hall and,
if we were good, we were
allowed to play with some
very old marbles. Dad had
his father’s table top game
where we shot balls with

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

cues through a numbered
rack to score. This was quite
competitive. One Christmas
all we wanted was roller
skates, which we received,
and, as we only had one
narrow strip of concrete
beside a barn, we were
allowed to roller skate in the
house!
How many people know
what a Primus cooker is?
We had a Primus oven. My
recollection is that it was a
metal box divided into two
compartments, one wide
enough to hold the Primus
cooker and the other the
food in for cooking. Mum
had the black Lidstone
Range removed from
the original kitchen as it
formed a passage to the hall.
Cooking with small children
running in and out was
definitely unsafe, especially
if we were on roller skates!
Dad has not featured
much yet, but he was there!
He listened on the radio
to Desert Island Discs,
Paul Temple, Workers’

Playtime and Letter from
America. He was a stickler
for listening to the news
regularly and we were
not supposed to talk
during radio programmes.
We played card games,
especially Happy Families
and Whist; Dad also taught
us to play Nap for dead
matchsticks, instead of
money. Draughts was also
a favourite for a while. We
played paper and pencil
games like Battleships and
Hangman, Beetles and all
sorts of funny word games.
We loved hair washing
night, which always seemed
a bit of a palaver, but we
then sat on the floor while
Dad dried our hair by the
open fire. For a few minutes
we had his undivided
attention; bliss for those few
minutes.
I can’t remember how
the radio was powered until
we had electricity. (Perhaps
someone could let me know
how this might have been
done; I recall the word

accumulator). One room
was used because it had a
log fire and was warm; we
only had a fire in one room
as it was wasteful to light
more. There were seven
fireplaces, so it was a good
job the house was built after
the “Hearth Tax” (16621689). You may wonder
how we kept warm enough,
but we just wore several
layers of clothes and had to
put up with waking up to
beautiful ice patterns on the
inside of the back bedroom
window. Trust me to get
the icebox; my parents and
sister slept in the front of
the house which was a few
degrees warmer.
I don’t wish that we’d
had electricity throughout
all our childhood. As an
adult, I know our life was
enriched in a myriad of
ways that today’s children
have most likely missed out
on. If I had been brought
up entirely with electricity I
feel as though I might have
become a different person!

mAGpie Advertising Rates
Advertising is welcome in support of our parish magazine which is published bimonthly and distributed free of charge to every house in the parish, as well as through
the Fisherman’s Rest, the Village Shop and St Andrew’s Church – circulation 450.
Advertisers should please supply their own ‘copy’ in electronic form. The table below
shows the pa cost for 6 insertions:
Size
Whole page (A5)
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth of a page

AG Parish resident
£
150
75
50
36

Non-resident
£
200
100
60
50

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Fisherman’s Rest

Spring has arrived

W

ell, spring has sprung
and the daffodils and
snow drops on the banks
by the pub have created
magnificent displays which
are getting better every year.

01548
550284

We and all our patrons
thank those who took part
in the planting of the bulbs
which so cheer up the
entrance to the village.

Special events
* Friday April 4th Bingo session in aid of PTFA; Eyes Down 6.30 pm (rumour has it that
there are some really good prizes)

.
Next stop..
Pickles

!
Modburyin

Outdoor

a
....on the m te.
93 bus rou ly

DIY

s or on
Regular buse
r, with
minutes by ca
.
easy parking

Pet
Leisure

House
& Home
Toys
Fuel

* Sunday 20th April Easter Sunday lunch

With regular special offers ...we stock everything
from cookware to pet products, thousands
of items available at Modbury’s one stop shop.
“delivery service available”

* Saturday 26th April Fun grub and pub quiz evening in aid of Pre-School - timing TBA.
Regular events

Garden

* Quizzes are held on 2nd Thursday of the month
(so April 10th, May 8th) starting at 7:30pm (quiz
itself starts at 8:00)
* 1st Tuesday of every month is Kingsbridge Jazz
Club starting at 7:30pm: April 1: John Maddox
Jazz Band; May 6: Slide by Slide.
* Knit and Natter sessions are held the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday of every month (so, April 1st & 15th;
May 6th & 20th)
* Fish and Chips evenings are held every Friday,
from 7 pm.

Tilly Downing
BSc, POD, MCh.S
STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

Home visits or in-surgery treatment

Three years training,
Very safe and thorough

TEL: 01548 550072

The Laurels, Fore Street, Aveton Gifford

opposite the car park – near the school
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Mewstone Masonry
Avon Bridge, Avon Gifford
www.mewstonemasonry.co.uk Tel: 07811 489230
email: pippa@mewstonemasonry.co.uk
Sculpture, Fireplaces, Lettering, Architectural stone,
Restoration; I also run carving courses (gift vouchers
available). Feel free to call in to my workshop on the
bridge to see what I am working on.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

2 Broad Street . Modbury PL21 0PS . Tel : 01548 830412 . www.picklesmodbury.co.uk

BIGBURY GOLF CLUB
Have you heard the buzz at Bigbury
from the Juniors to the Seniors?
Looking to join a new Golf Club?
Membership available with NO JOINING FEE (temporarily suspended)
99Superb course with great greens, good all year round
99Stunning scenery in all directions
99Famously friendly atmosphere
99Encouragement for all ages, male and female
Please call 01548 810557
Ask for Nigel Blenkarne
PGA Master Professional		

www.bigburygolfclub.co.uk

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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News from the Hive

Aveton
Gifford

Everything’s Gone Flippin’
Mad at The Hive!

I

t’s been a fun term so
far at Aveton Gifford
Pre-School, with a range
of activities appealing to
both pupils and parents.
For those of you in
the Parish who aren’t
currently blessed(?) with a
toddler, I ought to explain:
Mandy and her staff run
an engaging curriculum
which cleverly covers all
the requirements set by
the government for preschoolers by dividing the
school year into themed
weeks. Over the last term
the pupils have moved
away from being pirates
(complete with surprisingly
impressive pirate galleon)
into the realm of ‘Castles
and Fairy Tales,’ with
themed weeks such as
‘Dragons’ and ‘Witches and
Wizards’. All
of this
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involves a lot of themed
stories, songs, craft activities
and yes, even dressing-up.
Talking of dressingup, World Book Day was
a rip-roaring success with
the pupils dressing up
as characters from their
favourite books and
joining some of the
Primary School pupils
for a parade. Thanks to
all those parents whose
creativity with an old
sheet and some cereal box
cardboard never ceases
to produce a variety of
wonderful costumes!
(World Book Day
reminder: the free book
tokens are only valid until
the 30th of March, and local
bookshops like Harbour
Books have a lovely range
of titles available for
children of all ages.)
Our fundraising efforts
continue apace, and we
were delighted with the
turn-out for the inaugural
Pancake Extravaganza
on Shrove Tuesday – a
chaotic balance was
somehow struck
between enjoying
the taste of Kate’s
gen-u-ine fluffy American
pancakes and the fun of
a room full of youngsters
racing with pancakes,
tossing pancakes and

School Report

Hard at work at AG School

M

trying to
cram their
own bodyweight of
toppings onto pancakes.
The session was a great
success and raised over £60
for the Pre-school: thanks
to everyone who made it
what it was…same time
next year?
Kay’s leaving do and
social evening was another
event enjoyed by all who
were able to make it to say
an official ‘thank you’ to
Kay – while a fab jewellery
sale the same evening
also raised some more for
the upkeep of the play
equipment.
Finally, here’s a date for
your calendars: on April
26th at the Fisherman’s
Rest we’ll be running a fun
grub and pub quiz evening.
So, do please keep your eyes
open for posters nearer the
time; we’d love to see you
there…

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

rs Samantha
McCarthy-Patmore
took over as Head of
Teaching and Learning at
Aveton Gifford Primary
School at the beginning
of January 2014 and
is delighted with the
tremendous changes
which have been made to
the school building and
grounds.
After having a new roof
fitted during one of the
wettest and windiest
of autumn terms, Mrs
McCarthy-Patmore saw an
opportunity to brighten
up the rest of the school.
With careful planning and
amazing support from
parents, the school grounds
have been tidied, with lots
of pruning, chopping,
raking, power-washing and
rotivating. The playground
fence has been repaired;
two new storage sheds have
been constructed (roofed
by three of the school’s
amazing Dads: Oliver
Cadle, Nick Woodman and
Reuben Woods); a gazebo
has been built; the pond has
been cleared; and, by the
time mAGpie goes to print,
some dwarf apple trees will
also have been planted.
Much of this improvement
work was undertaken during

the February half-term
break on what the school
has called its first ‘Ground
Force Day’ when the abovementioned Dads and some
of the school’s lovely Mums
(Jo Hext, Heather Abrahall,
Sue May, Beks Miles,
Georgie Beer, Maya Hatton,
Joanne Woodman, Valerie
Haynes, Hayley Doidge,
Kerryn Bunn and Laura
Hetherington) worked
extremely hard throughout
the day to achieve all of the
improvements.
One of the most stunning
parts of the school’s face-lift
has to be the mural which
Mrs McCarthy-Patmore
commissioned to be painted
on one of the external walls.
The countryside scene
was partly designed by the
children and painted by
graffiti artist Lloyd Roberts;
it has really brightened up
what was otherwise quite
a grey area of the school
and when the sun shines it
absolutely has the ‘Wow!’
factor. The mural, which is
combined with handpainted wall-plates
designed and painted by
the children, has given
the back area of the
school a much needed
face lift.
The next improvement

project on the agenda is that
of the school swimming
pool and the children and
staff of the school truly
appreciate all the hard
work that Tim Abrahall
has put into securing much
needed funds for essential
improvement works to be
carried out to this area of
the school. It is hoped
that the solar panels can be
replaced and that a shower
facility can be constructed,
so watch this space for
more news!
Please take a look at the
school website www.
avetongiffordprimary.co.uk
for details of the school
calendar of events and to
get a glimpse of day-to-day
life in our lovely village
primary school. Or, why
not pay us a visit? The
school office is open every
day from 8.30am to 4.00pm,
so please do call us if you
would like to come and see
us. The school telephone
number is 01548 550262.

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Know your Parish

by Ken Doughty

The Village School

W

e still have the legal
deed that was used
in the Church’s setting
up of the Village School,
an event that happened
in many parishes during
the Victorian era. Aveton
Gifford School was built
in 1857 by a committee
of one, The Rev. William
Parr Pitman, on the site of
the former workhouse. It
incorporated a schoolhouse
for the head teacher and
his family and cost £800.
There were four classrooms
of varying sizes for children
ranging in age from five to
fourteen, the older pupils
helping with the teaching
of the youngest. As well
as these ‘monitors’ there
were assistant and pupil
teachers. One was Mrs
Carne, who was there from
1893 to 1917, teaching girls
needlework two or three
afternoons a week, a task
for which she was paid the
princely sum of £7 a year.
At the back of the school
were two playgrounds, one
for the girls and another
for the boys. On the
dividing fence were situated
the outside toilets, again
segregated between the
sexes.
In 1876 the school roll
was as high as 190 and
the conditions were very
cramped, making discipline
difficult to maintain and
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requiring frequent use
of the cane. Attendance
in the past was not free
and charges were related
to the ability of families
to pay: labourers paid
two pennies a week for
their oldest child and
one penny for the rest;
‘working mechanics’
had to find three pence
for their eldest, two
pence for the second
and one penny for
the rest; farmers and
tradesmen had to pay
sixpence a week - with
no deductions!
School hours made the
most of daylight: 9 am till
noon and 2 pm to 5 pm
in the summer, 4 pm in
the winter. Children were
even expected to attend
on Sunday: one hour in
the morning and an hour
and a half in the afternoon
(one hour in winter).
Considering the distance
some of the children had
to walk to get to school (no
Mums dropping them off
by car in those days!) these
long hours were not strictly
adhered to and the school
log of the time reveals the
various distractions that
affected attendance: very
bad weather, Modbury Fair,
farm work, etc.
One of the many
differences in Victorian
times was the use of slates

South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau
Registered charity number: 1091133

South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau seeks new Trustees.
The South Hams CAB plays a vital role in our local community providing free,
independent and impartial advice to clients on issues such as debt, benefits, housing and
employment. Our Trustees ensure that the bureau is well managed and that resources
are utilised effectively and appropriately.
Trustees devote time, commitment and experience to carry out this voluntary role,
which normally requires attendance at formal meetings once per month in Totnes and
participation in informal meetings and subgroups.
We seek applicants with previous experience in the commercial, public or voluntary
sectors and welcome applications from all sections of the community, but are
particularly keen to recruit additional women to the Board, and also those who may
have used our services. Training and support will be provided.

to write and do sums on.
Pupils started on sand trays
using their fingers, or a
stick, and then moved on to
slates using a ‘slate pencil’,
which was often sharpened
on the school wall. They
had to bring in a damp
cloth or sponge to ‘wipe
the slate clean’ - hence the
expression. The slates seem
to have been oblong in
shape, about 7 x 10 inches
in size and framed in wood
so that children did not cut
themselves on the sharp
edges.
Eventually, after a great
deal of teacher-resistance,
they were replaced by
exercise books. The odd
thing is that, though the
technology is different, the
slates were about the same
size as my iPad.
To be continued……

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

If you have the enthusiasm to help us steer and develop this essential advice service,
please write to Graham Meaden, Chair SHCAB, Follaton House, Plymouth Rd, Totnes,
Devon. TQ9 5NE or email meadeng@f2s.com. or telephone 01548 830084 in order to
arrange for an initial informal discussion.

GREENLANDS
Higher Wizaller
* FRESH EGGS
* Full Range of HOME GROWN Vegetable plants
* Tomato and Strawberry plants
* Bedding Plants and Basket plants
* Hanging Baskets and Basket Refill service available.
* MARBLE ART - Garden Ornaments - Wall Plaques
* Good range of Spanish Cookware
Bob and Brenda Coates
Tel. 01548 550491
Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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Nature Notes

by Rodney Bone

Comparison of Numbers of
Wildfowl and Waders on the Upper Estuary
and South Efford Marsh in the 1950’s and
2000’s

O

n the 15th February I
was invited by Simon
Willis of the BBC to the
new bird hide on South
Efford Marsh to talk about
the wildlife in the Marsh
before the crater, caused
by a bomb in the Second
World War, was filled in
during 1954.
I was a mere youngster
at the time, still going to
AG Primary School. In
those days most of us
village boys spent our spare
time, especially during the
Bird

summer holidays, swimming
in the crater and catching
mullet in the channels:
during the summer the
water in the crater was really
warm. The older boys often
went shooting the ducks
in the Marsh, but I was
already a keen birdwatcher
thanks to H.G.Hurrell,
an ornithologist from
Wrangaton, who used to
show his bird films in the
Village Hall at Christmas
time.
I did not actually keep

Mute Swan
Canada Goose
Wigeon
Teal
Shelduck
Lapwing
Curlew
Redshank
Greenshank
Little Egret

1950’s
Max count during one year
91
2 (1954 - first record)
789
57
22
1000
300
100
15
No records

Glossy Ibis
Egyptian Geese

No records
No records
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records of bird numbers
in those days, so I have
had to look up the records
of Dennis Edgecombe of
Loddiswell, who used to
carry out the wildfowl and
wader counts on the estuary
then.
As you will see from the
tables below, the numbers
of some species, especially
waders, have decreased
dramatically, while some
birds which were not seen
then can now be seen
regularly.

2000’s
Max count during one year
76 (2014)
450 (2013)
140 (2012)
100 (2013)
44 (2014)
50 (2014)
36 (2013)
7 (2014)
9 (2014)
48 (2013 - at the nesting
colony)
1 (2012, 2013, 2014)
2 (breeding, 2011, 2012,
2013, 2014)

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk

The Minister’s
Review
by
Neil Barker

SOS

‘T

here is a green hill…
….S O S’
Two thousand years
ago, a week before the first
Easter day, Jesus came
into Jerusalem riding on
a donkey and the people
welcomed him shouting
‘Hosanna’. It is a cry for
help, meaning ‘Save us!’ and
many people have made it
their prayer since.
A hundred and two years
ago, on 14th April 1912, a
different cry for help went
out. It was one of the first
times the international
distress signal went out:
…---…
In Morse code: three
dots, three dashes, three

dots.
Sadly, none of the ships
that heard it was near
enough to get there before
the Titanic sank.
It was suggested that SOS
stands for this cry for help:
‘Save Our Souls!’
On Good Friday, in
Modbury, we are inviting
people to meet at 10.30am
in St. George’s Church
before we make our way up
a green hill that is not so
far away, Prigdon Hill, to
make a straw cross and put
on top of it the letters SOS.
Last year we had about forty
people armed with rake;
this year I hope more will
join us.

Other churches will be
remembering the events of
Holy Week and Easter in
different ways.
See what your local
church is doing.
We believe that the
events of Easter are God’s
answer to our SOS cry for
help.
The cross is the means by
which God does “Save our
Souls”. It is God’s rescue
plan – he is not too far away
to meet our cry for help and
rescue us.
Hosanna! Happy Easter!

Winter Highlights by Rod Bone & Eric Wotton
14-29 Jan: 1 Glossy Ibis
(South Efford Marsh)
18 Jan: 33 Little Egrets
(Roost Cockleridge)
27 Jan: 5 Turnstone
(Bantham)
5 Feb: 5 Shoveler (South
Efford Marsh)
7 Feb: 44 Shelduck (South
Efford Marsh)
13 Feb: 1 Guillemot (River

by first stakes)
18 Feb: first Blackcap
singing
22 Feb: 100’s of frog
tadpoles (Marsh at Hatch
Bridge), first marsh
marigolds open, 1 Dunlin
(South Efford Marsh)
1 Mar: 76 Mute Swans
3 Mar: 3 Water Pipits
(South Efford Marsh)

8 Mar: first Peacock
butterfly
9 Mar: first 2 Small
Tortoiseshell butterflies
10 Mar: first Orange Tip
butterfly
12 Mar: 2 White Wagtails
(South Efford Marsh), 3
Black Tailed Godwits

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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The Village
Shop & Post
Office is open
7 days a week:

Monday: 8am - 6pm
Tuesday: 8am -1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Wednesday: 8am - 1pm
Thursday: 8am - 6pm
Friday: 8:00am - 1pm & 2pm - 6pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 3pm
Sunday: 8:30am - 1pm

Need help with paperwork?

Crafting heaven...
Workshops for
all ages and a
shop packed
with goodies

Surrounded by piles of paper and other bumpf?
In a muddle and don’t know where to start?
Call Diana Pring
for a FREE initial consultation

• Fun, informal workshops – beginners to
advanced
• Parties for children and adults – from sock
monkeys to silk knickers
• Regular knit and natter, Monday night craft
club
Sewing, knitting, crochet, lampshades, felting,
embroidery, patchwork...

The shop is closed for lunch Tuesday and
Friday between 1pm & 2pm

Our shop stocks a wide range of
quality craft books and kits, gorgeous yarn, patterns, needles and
accessories. Do come and browse.

Aveton Gifford Village Shop, Fore Street
Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LL
TEL: 01548 550996

Book online at www.
socialfabrictotnes.co.uk or 01803
866144 101 High St, Totnes, TQ9 5PF (top of
The Narrows, in the old Post office)

All Sorted!

01548 511125 · www.allsorted.org.uk

Claire Louise Hill

Professional Painter and Decorator
Bijou, 41 Icy Park, Aveton Gifford, TQ7 4LQ
Home 01548 559274

Mobile 07976 129162

Award Winning – Fully Qualified – Fully Insured

FLETE
GARDENS

Curtains
Web design with zest.
I am a well qualified and experienced web designer
& coder working full-time from my studio in Aveton
Gifford offering the following services:

Professional and personal service with
excellent communication.
Contact Amy Clayton for a free consultation.
email: amy@limelight-webstudio.co.uk
phone: 07796 266559
web: www.limelight-webstudio.co.uk
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Colin Campbell,
Heathfield Cross Farm
Modbury PL21 OSF

Phone Sarah
01548 550125

Quality, bespoke web design with a
personal touch.
Complete design package, including
graphics, video, audio & flash animation.

Landscape Gardening
Garden Maintenance

Made to measure
Prompt service
and free advice

Tel: 01548 830435

Professional Cleaning Services
•
•
•
•

T: 01548 854313

Carpets, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
Stain & Odour Removal
Car-Boat-Caravan Wash & Valet
Gutter Vacuum

E:info@fine-shine.com		

•
•
•
•

Spring Cleaning & Builders Clean
All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
Window Cleaning
Pressure Washing

W:www.fine-shine.com

Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1SF

Make sure you visit the new village website on www.aveton-gifford.co.uk
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TALKING SHOP
EASTER SUNDAY 20TH APRIL
Easter is approaching fast and Bunns ‘n Crumbs will be making some special
cakes. We will also have cards and, of course, Easter Eggs.
We already have Hot Cross Buns in the Village Shop, from Halletts - they are
excellent!
Easter Opening Times
Good Friday – 8.30 to 1.00 o’clock
Saturday – 8.30 to 3.00 o’clock
Easter Sunday – Closed
Easter Monday 8.30 to 1.00 o’clock
If you want to order anything special for the Easter weekend, let us know the
week before.
LOTTERY NEWS
THE BAD NEWS – Camelot have decided that we are not selling enough
lottery tickets and scratch cards. We have been set a target of selling £800 of
tickets a week. This is what we sell in a month! There does not seem a way of
increasing our sales to the level Camelot requires, so sadly they will soon be
removing the machine!
THE GOOD NEWS – You can do the HEALTH LOTTERY in the Village Shop
through the Post Office.
FOREIGN CURRENCY
Going on Holiday? Don’t forget you can get your foreign currency in the
Village Shop through the Post Office.
We always have Euros and other currencies can be ordered.
COME AND BE A HAPPY SHOPPER IN YOUR VILLAGE SHOP
Contact us on: Tel 01548 550996 Email: john@artashton.co.uk
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