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Introduction
What is a neighbourhood plan?
The Localism Act 2011 gives communities a greater say in how their areas are developed.
Neighbourhoods were invited to make their own neighbourhood plan.
Planners are required to refer to and take notice of this document before any decisions
affecting the parish are taken.

Who made this plan?
On the direction of the Aveton Gifford Parish Council: 3 parish councillors plus volunteer parishioners formed a committee in Sept 2015.
Using information gathered from ‘Open Consultations’, and Surveys over two years, the
Plan has been drawn up, and after legal scrutiny, the final draft plan was voted on by
registered electors (on the parishes electoral roll) in the parish. The voting was carried out
by the electoral commission.
Over 50% of those who voted were in favour of acceptance of the plan, and so it was
adopted
Timing: this plan will stand until 2034 when an amendment or a ‘new’ plan will take over.
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Description of the Parish
The parish of Aveton Gifford lies in the South Hams area of South Devon. It covers a rough
rectangle of 4,000 acres or 6 sq miles from Hangman’s Cross at the northern end to
Stiddicombe Creek at the south. The River Avon forms much of the southern boundary of
the parish, and gives its name to the parish. The village is situated about 3 miles inland
from the coast at the head of the tidal Avon estuary. The area of the parish, to the left of
the old A379, is in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
The parish comprises the village of Aveton Gifford and a surrounding area of mainly
agricultural land with scattered farms and outlying hamlets. Many of these have grown in
recent years to include converted barns, and there has been an increase in the number of
second homes and holiday rentals. The population is estimated (2017) to be just over
1000. There are 355 households registered on the electoral roll, and an estimated 35
holiday/second homes. The population has grown from 722 (2001 census) rising to 833 in
2011 (also census).
There is a rich heritage which is still valued to this day. The Giffards who gave their name
to the parish were Lords of the Manor during Norman times, the manors of Avetone,
Heathfield and Stadbury were mentioned in the Domesday Book and there are many
indications of our ancient and historical past. In the village a 15th century bridge crosses
the Avon, and the 13th century St Andrew’s church, although badly damaged during WW2,
has been extensively rebuilt. There are a further 28 listed buildings or built structures in the
parish.
The village is the centre for a thriving parish with a strong sense of community. It has the
benefit of a Primary School, a Pre-School and a Toddler Group at “The Hive”,
a community-owned Shop and Post Office, St Andrew’s Church and a pub The
Fisherman’s Rest. There are community allotments, a village hall, the village green with a
playing field and children’s play areas, and a tennis court. In 2015 the parish council took
over the swimming pool at the school on a long lease, and this is now run as a community
pool. The parish has also taken ownership of the two car parks at Timbers and Jubilee
Street.
Residents and tourists regularly make use of the 28 public rights of way; they are a major
asset of the parish, comprising 21 footpaths, 4 bridleways and 3 byways - a total of over
20 km through unspoilt countryside and by the tidal estuary. The area attracts walkers,
horse riders, bird watchers, photographers and artists, and the estuary, with its easy
access to Bantham and Bigbury beaches, is increasingly enjoyed for leisure activities and
water sports. South Efford Marsh is a managed wildlife reserve on the banks of the river, a
valued reclaimed saltmarsh habitat and now one of South Devon’s best bird-watching
sites. This estuary is fed by the River Avon and is the primary feature of the Parish
The parish lies between the 2 market towns of Kingsbridge and Modbury, on the A379
(Plymouth to Dartmouth), and with access via the B3196 to the A38. The A379 used to
come through the centre of the village, but a bypass was built on the western side in 1991.
The village benefits from a regular bus service to Plymouth and Kingsbridge. Commuters
may travel to Kingsbridge and Modbury (4 miles), Totnes (15), Plymouth (18) and Exeter
(35).
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Village Conservation Area
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A Vision for Aveton Gifford

A Vision for Aveton Gifford

The Parish Council of Aveton Gifford has a vision for the future of
AG, its aims were supported at the initial public consultation.
It is that the village and surrounding areas should show a small but
continuous growth in housing and population.
In doing so the village should retain its village feel and will remain
vibrant as a community of friends and neighbours. The buildings
and natural heritage of the area will have been retained and
protected.
The open spaces and recreational areas including the local section
of the River Avon will have been conserved.
Development must not change the nature of Aveton Gifford but
enhance it.
The NP should show the way forward by using the wishes of the
parishioners as the desired criteria for development.
The Parish Council 2018 Chairman John Yeabsley
Signed by: _______________________
On Behalf of the Parish Council
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“IT IS A
FABULOUS

Feedback from the Community
Questionnaires were distributed within the NP area. Open meetings to further gather

COMMUNITY

opinions were also held:

OF PEOPLE

20th February 2016

WHO REALLY
CARE”

A public consultation was held in the village hall and was well attended, with 109 people
coming along and leaving 788 comments across 9 topic areas.
The summary and all comments can be found in Appendix A
7th & 8th April 2017
A second public consultation was held on the evening of Friday 7th of April 2017 and the
morning of Saturday 8th April. This consultation was attending by 111 people (over the 2
sessions). This consultation generated 120 comments relating to topics and a further 83
comments specific to potential development sites which had been identified.
The summary and all comments can be found in Appendix B
Housing Needs Survey October to December 2016
A survey was sent out to each house in the parish and there were 172 completed. This
information was analyzed and can be found in Appendix C
Draft Plan Consultation (Regulation 14)
The draft plan was made available to the parish and interested parties, for comment
between the 18th May and 29th of June. Copies of the full plan and summary were left in the
village shop, church, hall and pub with feedback forms. Posters were put up around the
village and a prominent large banner, in various locations, advertising the draft plan. In
addition, this was advertised on the village website, the local press and a flyer was inserted
into the parish magazine, which is distributed throughout the whole parish.
All comments were collated and set into the draft plan where applicable.
Affordable Housing Consultation 27th October 2018
Conducted by Devon Rural Housing and South Hams District Council, independent of this
plan.
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Issues of main concern
Issues raised by the community related to the NP
There were several key areas of concern relating to the neighbourhood plan:
o

The need for affordable housing (Housing - policies 1,2,3)

o

There was support for self-build (Housing - policy 1)

o

The need for extra car parking spaces / new car park for village hall and school
(Parking - policy 1.2)

o

Changes for the village hall (Action – Facilities & Infrastructure)

o

The need for a bridge to be built to link the two sides of the Avon in a safe manner
(Action – Facilities & Infrastructure)

o

The need to limit second homes (Planning – Policy 1.7)

o

The provision of smaller dwellings for older people. (Housing – consultation
responses)

Issues given to Parish Council –considered not pertinent to the NP. But important to
parishioners
o

The nature and direction of traffic going through the village

o

The need for improved broadband provision
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Plymouth, S W Devon & South Hams Joint Local
Plan Summary

Plymouth, S W Devon & South Hams Joint
Local Plan Summary
The full plan can be viewed here:
www.plymouth.gov.uk/planningandbuildingcontrol/plymouthandsouthwestdevonjointlocalplan

Plymouth and South West Devon will be a highly successful sub-region, whose people and
businesses benefit greatly from having both a major city and a network of high quality
market towns and sustainable rural settlements, set within beautiful countryside and
natural environments. It will have made the most of its economic, social, cultural, heritage
and natural assets, and its settlements will play complementary and mutually beneficial
roles for the urban and rural economy. Development will be delivered proactively, meeting
the needs of its people for new homes, jobs and services, and will recognise the diversity
in characteristics between our urban, sub-urban and rural areas. We will be a good
neighbour to neighbouring areas and play a key economic and social role both in the
region and beyond. In particular:
1. Plymouth will be one of Europe’s most vibrant waterfront cities where an
outstanding quality of life is enjoyed by everyone and where the following
outcomes have been met:
•

Plymouth's strategic role is fulfilled as a regional city and a major economic
driver for the heart of the south west.

•

Plymouth as a healthy city, where our people live in happy, healthy, safe and
aspiring communities.

•

Plymouth as a growing city, where we have used our economic, social,
environmental and cultural strengths to deliver quality and sustainable growth.

•

Plymouth as an international city, renowned as the UK’s premier marine city
and famous for its waterfront, maritime heritage and culture.

2. South West Devon's Thriving Towns and Villages will be thriving rural communities
where the following outcomes have been met:
•

Residents are empowered to create strong communities.

•

Places are created for enterprise to thrive and business to grow.

•

Homes have been built to meet local needs.

•

The services and facilities which meet the needs of our communities have
been secured.

•

The built and natural environment has been protected, conserved and
enhanced.
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Village Sustainability
Aveton Gifford is designated as a “Sustainable Village”. This is an official term applied to a
village which has:
1/ Shop
2/ School
3/ Pub
4/ Church
5/ Bus service
If any of these disappear then sustainability will be reduced, with possible implications for
Parish funding.
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Topics and Policies Covered by the NP
Housing and Development
Overview
Housing, and the design of the urban environment, has a direct impact on quality
of life and is critical to creating sustainable neighbourhoods with a sense of
community and place.
The Aveton Gifford Neighbourhood Plan seeks to influence development to ensure
that it meets the needs and objectives of the community; that is complementary to
the parish and makes the most of opportunities offered from planning submission
procedures.
The Plymouth & South West Devon Local Joint Plan Policies Document indicates
that some housing growth will be needed within Aveton Gifford and other South
Hams villages, over the plan period and the Neighbourhood Plan has a key role to
play in ensuring this meets local needs and aspirations for the next 15 years.
Planning in Principle (PIP)
Maybe adopted by SHDC. This would allow potential developers to apply to build
without revealing full and detailed plans. If accepted by SHDC, local opinion is not
sought.

Sources of Information
The following policies have been written with consideration to the Plymouth &
South West Joint Local Plan proposals and the existing National Planning Policies
Framework and taking into account the community feedback from consultations
and housing needs surveys.

Consultation Responses
The policies have also been written having taken into account the responses
received from the Parish Community Consultations, and a local Aveton Gifford
Housing Survey, which were held to consider residents comments on the issues
addressed within the Neighbourhood Plan.
It is clear from the Consultations and the Housing Survey that there is a need for
additional affordable housing, for both young and old people. As a result, Policies1,
2 and 3 seek to encourage the provision of high quality affordable housing in
Aveton Gifford, alongside market housing or in independent schemes.
The Community Consultation and the Housing Survey also revealed concerns
about the provision of housing needs of older people in Aveton Gifford, and how
these needs will be met in the future. There was awareness amongst the
community that providing suitable accommodation for older people can help to free
up other types of housing, perhaps more suited to families. It was noted that older
people are living longer and yet they wish to remain independently within the
community in which they are familiar. Policy 4 therefore seeks to promote housing
developments which are specifically suited to the needs of older people in order to
meet their needs.
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Key Issues to be addressed by Policies
To create a happy and safe place for people to live, by providing good quality
housing that is in keeping with the character of the area and appropriate for the
needs of the community. To provide for the housing needs of residents of all ages,
ensuring there is a range of housing available. Our preference, as evidenced in the
initial Community Consultation, is that housing choices should be provided via
small scale, mixed developments, offering high quality, well designed
accommodation with ample communal green spaces, private gardens and
adequate off street parking.
Second home ownership is increasing in Devon and this is seen as detrimental to
achieving a thriving sustainable community and should be discouraged.

How the Plan is Tackling These Issues
o

To promote high quality, environmentally sensitive design in housing, and
ensure that all impacts of development are assessed, including the impact
on local facilities, particularly traffic and sewage.

o

To provide low cost housing for local Families/Key Workers and Single
people, where financially possible.

o

To make effective use of developer contributions to make community
gains.

o

To provide for the housing needs of older residents.

o

To promote small scale housing developments and to encourage the
provision of land for self-build housing.

o

New Housing - Planning permission should include a condition for Primary
Residency use only.
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Policies

Policy 1: New Development and Community Facilities
Residential development will be supported within Aveton Gifford where;
1.1) Any development proposals will be considered on the sites listed in the plan,
with possible support to those offering the most in the way of amenities to Aveton
Gifford (Section 106). These currently include:
•

New northern car park

•

More affordable houses

•

Support for village hall and / or village projects

•

Support for existing amenities e.g Shop, playground etc

•

Contribution to the maintenance of Parsons Brook

1.2) Where possible it can be demonstrated that the development will be linked to
the village centre by safe walking and cycling routes.
1.3) Adequate car parking and safe highway access is provided. The provision of
two car parking spaces per dwelling (1 space for any 1 bed dwelling) and a high
standard (quality and quantity) of private open space and provision of public open
space or contribution towards off site provision is expected in residential
development.
1.4) It does not compromise the character and amenity of the AONB
1. 5) Proposals consider the need to design out crime, disorder and antisocial
behaviour to ensure ongoing community safety and cohesion
1. 6) Development which offers measures to reduce carbon footprint through the
use of renewable energy, water and waste recycling and energy efficiency
measures.
1.7) Where developments of more than 25 homes are proposed, provision should
be given to allow some self-build development within the development, if it is
deemed feasible and achievable.

Supporting Evidence
The consultation showed that car parking and the village hall / amenities were
very important issues for residents (Appendix A – Results). The housing needs
survey (Q16) also showed that 78% of respondents were in favour of more
affordable housing
The disconnect between the number of cars per household and the number of
cars parked on the premises (Q8 in the housing needs survey) clearly justifies
the mandatory parking space policy.
Aveton Gifford Neighbourhood Plan to 2034 v1.17

Pg. 16

Topics and Policies Covered by the NP

Supporting Evidence (Cont.)
There was also a consensus for the housing design to be traditional and in
keeping with local design.

Policy 2: Mixed Development Schemes
The development of mixed tenure schemes where developments of
11 or more houses are proposed (affordable and market housing)
will be supported and encouraged where;
2. 1) It can demonstrate it meets a local need for housing;
2.2) It offers an appropriate mix of affordable and market housing.
Where mixed tenure schemes are delivered, it should be done in
such a way as to ensure that one type of tenure could not readily
be identified from its design and quality from the others. A reduced
proportion of affordable housing provision will be considered where
evidence justifies it. South Hams Council will secure the first and
future occupation of the affordable homes to those with a housing
need and local connection to the parish or area.

Supporting Evidence
The results of the affordable housing consultation show there is a need, albeit
small, for affordable housing
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Topics and Policies Covered by the NP

Policy 3: Affordable housing led schemes
3.1. Housing schemes which help meet an identified local
affordable housing need will be supported where they are in
accordance with Plymouth & South West Joint Local Plan and
Affordable Housing policies and guidance.
3.2. All new affordable homes should take steps to comply with the
guidance set out in the Design Guide for affordable housing.
Affordable housing may differ from open market provision where it
is demonstrated to meet an identified local need. (Government
publication: Design and quality standards April 2007)

Supporting Evidence
The results of the affordable housing consultation show there is a defined
need, albeit small, for affordable 4 affordable houses.
The consultations and Housing Needs Survey, showed a strong local support
for affordable housing (78% of respondents)
Justification
• To provide housing for young working people and prevent the further
migration of local people out of the parish in search of cheaper housing
• To contribute to a more active, vibrant year-round community
• To support our schools, shops, services and facilities
• To enhance and maintain the vitality of all three villages and the parish as a
whole
Relevant Policies and Considerations
LDF: CS1, CS5, CS7, CS9, DP1-DP4, DP7 & AH4-AH5
NPPF: paras 10, 14-15, 17, 50, 54-55, 58, 111 & 114-116
JLP: SPT1-SPT2, SPT11, TTV1-TTV2, TTV30-TTV31, DEV8-DEV9, DEV10,
DEV20, DEV24-DEV25, DEV27, DEV31 & DEV32
South Devon AONB MP: Plan/P1 & Plan/P2
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Topics and Policies Covered by the NP

Policy 5: Residential Conversions
Residential conversion schemes that meet the criteria outlined in the Local
Joint Plan will be supported. For the purposes of the Aveton Gifford
Neighbourhood Plan, a ‘suitably constructed’ building is not restricted to
traditional stone-built buildings. Support will be given to residential
conversion schemes where;
5.1) The proposed dwelling is of a high-quality design.
5.2) Residential conversion schemes which contribute to off-site affordable
housing provision, in line with established local needs, will be supported.
5.3) The re-use of farm and rural buildings for residential purposes will be
supported in accordance with national policy and the development plan
+

Policy 4: Sheltered/Retirement housing
The development of purpose built sheltered and retirement
accommodation for older people in the Aveton Gifford Parish will
be supported providing;
4.1) The site design and layout is such that there is high quality
communal outdoor space, access to public transport and parking
for residents, staff and visitors.

Supporting Evidence
32% of housing needs survey respondents were in favour of sheltered
accommodation (Q16)
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Topics and Policies Covered by the NP
Development Boundary
The village development boundary has been increased to encompass the chosen
development sites and an additional rectangle of land added measures approximately
70metres long by 50 metres wide & has been included to facilitate space for possible future
light industrial units & Safe vehicular access to any new housing. This access is preferred to
an entrance at the bottom of the site as it will encourage traffic to use the by pass & not Fore
Street. The map shows in pink, the current development boundary, with the green areas
defining the additional areas specified by the neighbourhood plan.
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Topics and Policies Covered by the NP

Chosen Sites for Development
After careful consideration, 3 sites have been selected for future development:
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Site 1. Millhaye
10 houses (2/3 bedroom) with the provision for new village car park at southern end. In
addition to this there will be a number of affordable houses.
Site 2. Churchfield.
10 houses (3/4 bedroom).
Site 3. Land between Court Barton & Pulleys Close.
6-8 houses (2-4 bedroom).
Notes & Justification.
Any affordable housing to be included within these numbers.
The demand for affordable homes is currently being assessed by Devon Rural Housing
Enabler. A drop-in event was held on the 27th Oct in the village hall.
An increase in village housing stock of 28 houses over the next 20 years will enable the
village to grow at a modest & proportional pace as it has over the past two decades. *
From the NP Housing Needs Survey, Dec 2016, 118 replies were in favour of smaller
developments, 10 houses or less.
The 3 sites are all within easy walking distance of the village centre.
The allocation of housing stock for each site is based on planning consultants site
assessment.
The NP team have been advised by the SHDC Neighbourhood Planning Officer not to
include the Cricket Field within the plan as it is within an AONB although there were, from
the consultation, 24 votes in favour of this site. ++
The proposed sites & numbers of houses bought forward in the NP are in line with the JLP
& NPPF document & follow many hours of discussions between the NP team & officers
from SHDC.

* From the Plymouth & South West Devon Joint Local Plan.
3.10 “Across the HMA (Housing Market Area) , there are rural towns & villages which
together with the market towns form a network of sustainable rural settlements. These
locations can support an appropriate & proportional level of growth over the plan period. It
is anticipated that most development in these locations will come forward through the JLP
& through neighbourhood plans, as appropriate”.
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++ National Planning Policy Framework. NPPF on AONBs

The NPPF 2018 says :
172. Great weight should be given to conserving and enhancing landscape and scenic
beauty in National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which have
the highest status of protection in relation to these issues. The conservation and
enhancement of wildlife and cultural heritage are also important considerations in these
areas, and should be given great weight in National Parks and the Broads. The scale and
extent of development within these designated areas should be limited. Planning
permission should be refused for major development other than in exceptional
circumstances, and where it can be demonstrated that the development is in the public
interest. Consideration of such applications should include an assessment of:
a) the need for the development, including in terms of any national considerations, and the
impact of permitting it, or refusing it, upon the local economy;

b) the cost of, and scope for, developing outside the designated area, or meeting the need
for it in some other way; and
c) any detrimental effect on the environment, the landscape and recreational opportunities,
and the extent to which that could be moderated.
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Strategic Environment Assessment
To be provided by South Hams District Council.
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Community Facilities and Infrastructure
Overview
The intention of the Neighbourhood Plan is to give this community a say in the way future
developments are planned and carried out. New developments will affect every aspect of
life in the parish, which must be taken into consideration. In particular, an increase in our
housing stock will necessitate an increase in our infrastructure, but will at the same time
benefit the shop, the pub, and the various member organisations within the parish.
The population of the Parish as recorded in the 2001 census was 772, and in the 2011
census was 833. In the last 2 to 3 years the electoral role for the parish has recorded a
population of voting age of around 720 electors, some 400 of whom live in the village and
its adjoining housing, the remainder living in the outlying farms and hamlets. Sources of
information about the population include Parish Appraisals which were carried out in 1997
and 2012, and of course the first two Public Consultations on the Neighbourhood Plan
which took place 20th February 2016 and on 8th and 9th April 2017. Copies of the latter
documents can be found in the Appendices to the Neighbourhood Plan.
All the dwellings in the parish have access to mains electricity and water, and to
telecommunications. All other facilities are based in the village. The most significant
pieces of infrastructure (excluding roads, which are dealt with in the transport section of
this plan), are the streams, drains (including storm drains), and sewerage.
The following paragraphs set out proposed policy guidelines and actions for community
facilities and infrastructure. They include consideration of facilities (such as for sport and
recreation, for example) which will be unaffected by planning policy but which play a
significant part in the life of the community.

Key Issues
The Key Issues pertaining to Community Facilities and Infrastructure which have emerged
from the work on the Plan so far are (1) improvement of sewerage facilities at the north end
of the village, (2) provision of higher speed broadband, and (3) Refurbishment / rebuilding
of the village hall.
Improvements to sewerage are key because there have been repeated sewage overflow
occurrences, particularly in Jubilee Street, and these are an ongoing problem.

Telecoms, Broadband & Digital Communications.
For our community to thrive we must have high quality communications available to all.
ACTION: Parish Council to press for best communications, especially broadband.

Water, Sewerage, Electricity.
Adequate provision of all these services is essential for good hygiene and health.
ACTION: Parish Council to press for best provision, particularly sewerage.
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Mains Gas
Mains gas was investigated in 2012, and there were not enough householders
interested in gas to warrant the costs of bringing gas to the parish.
ACTION: Should the number of potential users increase significantly then this cost could
be revisited.

Pre-school & Primary School
As of spring 2018, both the school and pre-school were near capacity and there is scope to
increase the school roll. If in future years, there is an increase in numbers then
consideration should be given to expanding the school, possibly using potential
development sites to facilitate this (sites 6 and 7)
ACTION: The NP will fully support education in the village by ensuring adequate parking,
foot paths & vehicular access are provided. Every effort will be made to ensure additional
housing is within easy & safe walking distance from the schools.

Policy 6: Any application to increase the size of the school to be
supported if deemed to meet the needs of the parish.`

Supporting Evidence
In the initial consultation (Education and Employment) the provision of school
places and wrap around care, were seen by 40% of respondents to be key.

Sports & Recreation
Tennis Court, Football Pitch, Swimming Pool, Play parks
The village is very proud of its sports and recreational facilities, along with its green spaces
ACTION: The Parish Council will ensure these facilities are maintained & where necessary
improved to meet the needs of the village as the village grows. The swimming pool facility
will continue to be maintained & run as a community project. The junior & senior play parks
will continue to be safely maintained by the Parish Council (the play park at Icy Park,
belongs to and is maintained by SHDC).
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Allotments

Allotments are popular & in demand.
ACTION: The Parish Council will ensure this land which belongs to the parish continues to
be available for this use.

Village Hall
The Parish Council identifies the village hall as an important community facility.
ACTION: Subject to a referendum, the Parish Council supports the building of a new hall
on the existing footprint, or nearby, with improved & additional facilities, public toilets &
adequate onsite parking.

Policy 7: Drains & water courses must be suitably upgraded by
developers to meet additional flow rates to avoid exacerbating the existing
flood risk. This is particularly relevant to existing houses on the east side of
Fore Street between the school & the junction with Bakers Hill.

Streams & Storm drains
The village will always be at risk from fluvial & tidal flooding.
ACTION: The likely impact of additional housing, car parking & roads on fluvial flooding &
sewage overflow must be fully assessed prior to important planning decisions being taken.
Fisherman’s Rest
ACTION: The Parish Council will make every effort to support the pub by ensuring free car
parking in Timbers car park & maintaining the village green & stream banks around the pub
to a high standard.

Church
ACTION: The Parish Council encourages the community to support the church &
wherever possible through community fund raising activities.

Shop & Post Office
ACTION: The Parish Council will encourage parishioners and visitors to support the shop
& plan for improved shop parking.
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Footbridge over the Avon
ACTION: The Parish Council will work towards a long term project to allow the
construction of a bridge, but it is very unlikely that this will be affordable unless significant
grant funding were to become available.
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Traffic & Transport
Introduction
The parish of Aveton Gifford has one major arterial road running through it – the A379
Plymouth to Kingsbridge and beyond, which now by-passes the village. In addition,
extensive networks of narrow lanes connect the numerous farms and hamlets within the
parish. The village itself comprises Fore Street and several roads off it, which lead to
areas of housing. Unfortunately the village also is used as a short cut ‘rat run’ from the
A38 through to the A379, Salcombe and Thurlestone, and by heavy agricultural vehicles,
inspite of through traffic signs directing away from the village centre.
Parking of vehicles, both residential and for visitors, is a major problem within the village,
which has three car parks with a maximum capacity of 145, and only a few residential
parking spaces. From recent surveys it appears that most households possess at least
two vehicles, sometimes more.
Traffic and parking have featured heavily in both public consultations conducted for this
Neighbourhood Plan, and was also prominent in a Parish Appraisal undertaken in 2012. In
addition, traffic, speeding and parking are the subject of constant concern, discussion and
the Parish Council’s efforts to find solutions in conjunction with SHDC and Devon
Highways.

At Appendix A is the consolidated comments for April 2017 consultation.

Appendix E is a detailed appraisal of traffic and parking in the Parish.

Objectives
To ensure that any new traffic infrastructure resulting from future development/housing
does not negatively impact current capacity regarding traffic flow but fits in smoothly. This
could be seen as an opportunity to improve current signage systems and speeding issues.
Any additional road and foot access required must allow safe connectivity with village
amenities. Any new dwellings must have appropriate parking provision e.g for a 2 bed
property and above should have a minimum of two parking spaces, and there is an urgent
need to provide a new village car park (current total capacity of 145, which includes all car
parks and on street parking).
As speeding throughout the parish is a constant issue, measures to tackle this must be
taken into account, and built into any new road systems.
1. Fore Street: main thoroughfare’s issues are: very limited off-street and on-street
parking (which does have speed-checking effect); bus route (now one-way); housing direct
onto street; recently installed (but incomplete) speed bumps help partially as do 20 mph
roundels; series of blind junctions onto Fore St; very narrow or no pavements; frequentlyused short cut ‘rat run’ for traffic from A38 to A379, Salcombe and Thurlestone.
Action: PC to continue to push for further traffic calming measures, and speed
awareness. Safety of pedestrians is of paramount importance. (NB most pavements are
owned by the relevant property, so any attempt to improve width would be an
administrative challenge.)
To find a workable solution which redirects short cut traffic away from Fore St and up to
bypass.
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Policy 8: To ensure that appropriate measures are included in any
proposed development which will not increase unnecessary traffic flow
through the centre of the village. Each new dwelling should provide a
minimum of 1 car parking space for a 1 bedroom property and 2 or more
for larger properties.

Supporting Evidence
Demonstrated clearly by Q8 in the housing needs survey
2. Vehicle parking: With modern living, vehicle ownership has increased dramatically
and now, from our recent Housing Survey conducted in autumn 2016, it is known that there
are at least two vehicles per household, sometimes more. This was reinforced by the last
public consultation. Most of the dwellings outside the village are well able to accommodate
this. Within the village very few of the older properties have any capacity to park, with the
newer ones being able to accommodate one vehicle. The village centre has approx. 10
on-street parking spaces, and three car parks with capacity of 145. This is unable to
accommodate demand, especially with visitors (both tourist and for residents). Therefore,
more parking is urgently needed.
Action: for the PC to continue to pursue its stated aim, to find land on which to build an
additional car park. This action has begun, and the PC is hopeful of a successful outcome,
although the time frame is uncertain.
3. Speeding: This is a widespread problem throughout the Parish. The Parish Council
has been in constant dialogue with SHDC and Highways for many years concerning all
roads within the Parish – especially along the A379, and Fore Street also. It is well known
that lack of funds to provide Police presence, and a variety of physical systems to limit
speeding, it is unlikely that this situation will change. After many years of pressure, the
village now has a series of speed bumps along Fore Street, unfortunately incomplete due
to objection in one section, and which do not stretch right across the road (this due to bus
company complaint). So speeding is still an issue. 20mph roundels have very recently
been painted on Fore St and lanes joining it, which it is hoped will raise awareness.
Action: The PC will continue to pursue methods of awareness of speeding, and when
funds become available, further measures which could be used.
Conclusion: It is hoped that the above text will provide a lasting and sustainable way
ahead for the issues identified. As things stand, the current situation will not improve of its
own accord (and due to lack of public funding) therefore a determined effort must be made
by this community to find ways of developing sustainable systems.
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Environment
Introduction
Vision Statement

To maintain and enhance the village character, support the local community, respond to
future needs and strive towards a sustainable future.

Conservation Statement
Maintaining the character of Aveton Gifford through sympathetic landscaping, ‘greening’ of
infrastructure and appropriate management of trees, hedgerows and green spaces. To
ensure that the AONB status of this area is protected.
A significant portion of the village is within a conservation area which must also be
considered.

Environment Statement
Protecting and enhancing our natural and historic environment with due consideration to
environmental challenges such as air and water pollution

Overview
The village and parish of Aveton Gifford contain a variety of environments and public
spaces.

South Efford Marsh
South Efford Marsh is an area of reclaimed saltmarsh, owned by the Environment Agency.
It is now a nature reserve managed by the Devon Wildlife Trust, and is designated as a
County Wildlife Site. As is evolves, it is becoming one of the most important saltmarsh
sites in the South West, and one of South Devon’s prime sites for bird watchers

Avon Estuary
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The Duchy of Cornwall owns the river bed (fundus) and foreshore to Mean High Water
from the river mouth to the highest tidal point at the weir; the two creeks within the Parish,
Waterhead and the lower stakes; and the fundus of Parson’s Brook to the highest tidal
point.
The foreshores above Mean High Water, by Timbers carpark, the bridge and at Bridge End
are owned and maintained by the Parish Council. The remaining foreshores are owned by
SHDC or in private ownership.
The care and management of the Avon Estuary is co-ordinated through the Avon Estuary
Forum, which is the biannual tool for estuary management. This forum is supported by the
South Devon AONB Estuaries Officer (currently Nigel Mortimer).
Note: The Estuaries Management Plan 2016-2024 for the five estuaries in the Sth Devon
AONB has been finalised and published. A text only version is available to download:
http://www.southdevonaonb.org.uk/our-work/publications-resources/estuary-managementplans
The Neighbourhood Plan supports the Estuary Management Plan in their efforts to
maintain the character of the river and surroundings.

Pittens Walk
Steep parkland area, of approximately 1 acre, with community orchard, indigenous trees
and zigzag path linking Glebe Land with childrens’ play park, Village Green and village
centre.
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Village Green and Play Park
Village Green is a flat, grassed open space of approximately 3 acres with the Parson’s
Brook bordering the east perimeter of the Green. Play Park has 3 equipped areas suitable
for children from toddler to teenage years. All are owned by village and managed and
maintained by Parish Council.
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Rectory Lawn
Parkland area of approximately 2 acres. Owned by Diocese of Exeter. Rented and
maintained by Parish Council, and used by the community for many activities.
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Footpaths

28 footpaths (comprised of 21 pedestrian footpaths, 4 bridleways, and 3 byways, and
totalling just over 20km in length) weave their way through the village and the wider
parish. They are regularly used by residents and visitors.
These paths are maintained by the Parish Council under the Parish Paths Partnership (P3)
agreement with Devon County Council. They are Public Rights of Way which must remain
unobstructed at all times unless a legal event (closure or diversion order) has been applied
for that permits the route to be closed to the public for a defined length of time. It is Devon
County Council that has powers to close rights of way rather than the landowner.
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The Aune Conservation Association (ACA) is a recognised environmental conservation
charity working for the Devonshire Avon within the framework of the South Devon AONB
(SDAONB). The Parish Council supports the work of the ACA

Farmland
Comprises pasture and arable land with maintained hedge-banks.

Summary of Background Evidence and Existing Policy
South Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
The majority of the village is included in the South Devon AONB.
In the absence of Parish Council policies pertaining to the environment, a set of forward
thinking policies has been devised collating the wishes of the villagers, the needs of their
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cherished open spaces, issues that would arise from future development, the requirements
of legislation (including AONB) and concerns for the wider environment.

Summary of Consultation Responses
There were 38 responses from the consultation regarding the environment. The subjects
covered included litter, abandoned / dumped boats, flowering plants, alien trees,
overgrown trees and shrubs, amenity value of public open spaces, access and priority for
pedestrians on tidal road, dog mess, footpaths and track around Village Green, recycling
banks and potential further development of South Efford area.
The general feeling was that public spaces are well used, well managed and well
maintained. Appreciation was voiced for the efforts of the Parish Council, which currently
has successfully addressed many of these issues.
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KEY ISSUES IDENTIFIED AS A RESULT OF THE CONSULTATION
•

To protect our green spaces.

•

To protect the AONB status of areas within the village.

•

Need to continue the upkeep of the Village Green, Rectory Lawn and play park
areas.

•

Need to tidy up Timbers Car Park re derelict boats and trailers looking unsightly
and occupying car parking spaces. (As of spring 2018 this has been done and
needs to be maintained)

•

Ongoing tree management.

•

Plant more flora.

•

Litter in the village will get into marine environment and potentially harm sea life.

•

Greater priority for pedestrians on tidal road.

•

Re-positioning of recycling banks away from estuary slipway.(Being addressed
Spring 2018)

•

No vehicular access around Village Green and play park.

•

Concerns over further development of South Efford area.
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HOW THE NP IS TACKLING THESE ISSUES THROUGH THE FOLLOWING
POLICIES OR ACTIONS
Re Green Spaces,
Green spaces are well known and respected within context of the NP.

Policy 10: to maintain and protect the AONB areas

Supporting Evidence
The AONB was cited in the initial consultation as one of the key things in the
Best of Aveton Gifford Section

Re AONB status
The body governing AONB status has its own policies regarding designated land which the
NP will have to adhere to.

Policy 9: to maintain and protect our green spaces for the enjoyment of
all parishioners including the use of these spaces for public / fundraising
events
Objective: To adhere to the policies pertinent to the SDAONB Management Plan
Re Upkeep of Village Green, Rectory Garden and Play Parks
The Parish Council manages these areas with the aid of professionals and volunteers.
Re Timbers Car Park
The PC has put in place measures to remove derelict craft and trailers, relocate recycling
skips, scrape back encroaching grass and generally improve the appearance of the area.
Car parking capacity will be increased by approximately 20 spaces.
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Action: to continue the improvements to this crucial asset to produce a safe and
aesthetically pleasing ‘gateway’ to the village, whilst increasing the number of parking
spaces
Re Management of Trees and Flora
Parish Council Tree Warden actively manages the health and well-being of trees in the
village in both private and public areas. There are no plans to plant more flora at this stage.
Re Litter in the Village
Re-positioning of recycling banks within Timbers Car Park will reduce the amount of
associated litter at the top of the slipway. Consideration is to be given to starting a proactive campaign to reduce the amount of litter being dropped in the public spaces.
Action: to work towards reducing the amount of litter, especially in relation to
watercourses through the village (most notably Parson’s Brook) and their proximity to the
wider estuarine and marine environments.
Re Tidal Road
The Parish Council to investigate the potential for dual-prioritising the tidal road to allow
equal status to pedestrians. This would make the route safer and more user-friendly for the
many dog-walkers and families (frequently with babies / toddlers in pushchairs) who use
this road on a very regular basis.
Action: to consider the safety of pedestrians using this highway.
Re Vehicular Access to Village Green
Vehicular access to the Village Green is limited and managed by the presence of a bollard
from the Timbers’ Car Park and a locked gate from the pub lane.
Action: to maintain the present arrangement, although this plan and Parish Council
acknowledge that vehicular access from highway to Pittens Field and Barn is a public
highway, installed by DCC at the time of bypass construction

Policy 11: To appropriately protect and manage the trees of the parish
and encourage further appropriate planting

Supporting Evidence
In the initial consultation, the trees in the village were cited as the most
important factor in the conservation section.
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Re South Efford Area and Bridge End area
There are no submitted plans to date for any development or re-development projects in
this area.

Re Estuary
The ACA organises twice-yearly litter clearing of estuary and foreshores and also monitors
sewage discharges from the village treatment plant. Estuary water sampling is regularly
carried out by a number of relevant organisations
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Local Green Spaces
Overview
The Local Green Spaces identified on the Map --- are of important local significance to the
community & will be protected from development.
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Sources of Information
Paragraph 77 of the NPPF sets out the criteria that green spaces must meet in order to be
designated as “Local Green Space”
The designation should only be used:
•

Where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves.

•

Where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community & holds a
particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance,
recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquility or richness of its wildlife.

•

Where the green area concerned is local in character & is not an extensive tract of
land.

Consultation Responses
It is clear from the responses in the February 2016 consultation that open spaces are
important to villagers of Aveton Gifford with 99 comments under this heading.

Sites for Local Green Space Designation
Village Green – is conveniently accessible on foot to a large number of villagers & very
popular. It is a significant, prominent & attractive village feature on level ground with a line
of mature trees on its western boundary & Parsons Brook on its eastern flank. It is frequently
used by villagers & visitors for many activities such as casual cricket, football & games. A
path surrounds the green making it ideal for dog walkers, mobility scooters, prams, wheel
chairs & joggers throughout the year. The green is also used by the village school & is
sufficiently large for football matches, games & summer sports days. In recent years it has
been the location of the popular Aveton Gifford Classic Car Show. The land which was
reclaimed from the marsh in the 1960s is in the ownership of the Parish Council who maintain
the area & it is registered as common land. The tree line on the western side of the village
green is not in the ownership of the Parish Council & should, as a precaution, be protected
for the future benefit & enjoyment of the community by a collective TPO.
Adventure Play Area – which is located at the northern end of the village green provides
an excellent play area for children of all ages & is popular with many children from the village
& surrounding area. There is the more adventurous senior play area for children over twelve
years with various climbing challenges & obstacles to negotiate. A few metres away there is
an enclosed fenced area for younger children with sand pits, swings & slides designed for
children under 12 years. The adventure play area is registered with the “Fields in Trust”
charity & owned by the Parish Council who are responsible for its upkeep.

Rectory Lawn- is located at the northern end of the village & is easily accessed on foot
from Fore Street & Jubilee Street. It is an attractive grass area, surrounded by mature trees
& shrubs. Parsons Brook forms the boundary on the eastern side. It is the location of the
popular Aveton Gifford Village Fete & the village Dog Show. This popular recreation area is
used by dog walkers & families for casual cricket & football. The land is owned by the
diocese & the grass & shrubs are maintained by the Parish Council.

Memorial Hall Grounds- are located on the opposite side of Parsons Brook to the Rectory
Lawn with Fore Street forming the eastern boundary. The grounds create a very pleasant
setting for the Memorial Hall. The area, which is a mix of lawn & shrubs, forms a useful
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extension to the Rectory Lawn during the village fete for side shows & attractions. The land
is owned by the diocese & maintained by the Memorial Hall Trustees.
Pittens Walk - is an area of land which rises quite steeply from the west side of the village
green up to a line of mature beach trees on the western side of Glebe lands. The tree line
which extends in a northerly direction for several hundred metres is a prominent village
feature & individual trees are protected by TPO’s. Pittens Walk is a pleasant mix of grass &
maturing indigenous trees. A path zig zags up the gradient to create foot path access from
the village green to the houses at Glebelands & Icy Park. It is a beautiful rural setting with
wonderful views, over the tree tops, across the northern end of the village towards the
Church on the opposite side of the valley. It is regularly used by dog walkers & pedestrians.
The land is owned & managed by the Parish Council.
The Allotments Field- is located on the east side of the village between the top of Rock Hill
& Bakers Hill with lovely views across valley over the village roof tops. The beautiful Avon
estuary is visible in the distance. Fertile land produces a wide variety of vegetables, fruit &
flowers. A bore hole has been sunk to ensure adequate water is available during dry summer
weather. The Allotments Association is popular & has become an important part of
community life. Social events are arranged & new members are enthusiastically welcome.
Many allotment holders enter the annual village show. The field was purchased by the Parish
Council with grant support & handed over to the Allotment Association to run.
Junior Play Area- Icy Park. It is at the northern end of the village conveniently located for
children who live at Icy Park. A children’s play area consists of swings & climbing frames
for toddlers & younger children. The remaining area is an attractive mix of mature trees &
grass with several park benches, picnic tables & footpath access to Icy Park. SHDC owns
the land & maintains the grounds & equipment.

Site
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community?
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Special to
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Local and not
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Local Green Space Policy

Policy 12: Policy for Local Green Space
12.1 Any development which would adversely affect or damage these areas
or impair their use & enjoyment by the community will not be supported.
Local Green Spaces will be responsibly managed for the benefit &
enjoyment of the community
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Economy
Overview

The current business profile in Aveton Gifford is diverse, with income coming from farming,
tourism, hospitality and some commercial interests on the bridge into the village. The
housing needs survey (See Appendix C) also showed that there was a high percentage of
self-employed people in the village, which was approaching double the national average.
There was general support for expansion of provision for business through the building of
dedicated premises, offices, art studios and small retail facilities. The enthusiasm for
business expansion was however always underpinned by the stipulation that this must be
small scale and sympathetic to the environment. It was often expressed that a pre-requisite
for business sustainability and expansion was vastly improved access to high speed
broadband.
The majority of responses were in favour of limiting the amount of second homes whilst
favouring the provision of more bed and breakfast establishments.

Sources of Information
The information that fed into this section of the plan came from the community
consultations (February 2016 and March 2017), the housing needs survey (October to
December 2016), The Plymouth & South West Devon Joint Local Plan (S09, S012, DEV
15)

Consultation Responses
The information gathered from the consultation days found that there was general
encouragement for growing small business opportunities and the business community in
Aveton Gifford, although people were concerned at the potential impact and aesthetics of
any new business premises.
The majority view was that any sites should be on the periphery of the village and nonindustrial, favouring small scale developments and live / work units. Overall 78% of
respondents were in favour of increasing the provision by building small commercial units
in the parish. Some people also commented that development of disused agricultural
buildings would be a pragmatic solution to increasing the number of commercial buildings.
There was a clear-cut theme in responses that tourism trade should be encouraged
through the provision of extra bed and breakfast and camping. There was however a near
unanimous view that this provision should exclude dedicated second homes / holiday lets,
something that was viewed as detrimental to the village.
There was a lot of support for the community shop, post office and pub and responses
from the consultation showed that these were seen as valuable assets that must be
preserved.
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Key Issues

The housing needs survey showed that there is a significant level of self-employment (20%
compared to national average of 15.1%), with a similar number of respondents being selfemployed as are full time employees. Over a quarter of the respondents (26%) worked
from home. This fact led to a recurrent theme that the availability of high speed and fibre
broadband is very poor. As we move towards a more digital economy, this issue needs to
be comprehensively addressed so as not to hamper the development of this key area of
employment. As of spring 2018, a new company has expressed its intention to quickly
provide a new fibre service to every home When this happens the issue will hopefully be
resolved.
The consultations also showed that people were very concerned about the use of Fore
Street by large vehicles. If new businesses required the use of heavy vehicles, the
placement of these sites would need to ensure that it did not adversely impact the level
and nature of traffic through the village.

Objectives
⚫

To support and retain existing businesses and encourage their growth

⚫

To ensure that any development is not to the detriment of existing business or the
environment

⚫

To encourage new businesses, which are sympathetic to and in keeping with the local
environment and respect the AONB designation

⚫

To improve the provision of high speed broad band to enable local business and
home working
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Economy Policies

Policy for business development

Policy 13: Policy for business development:
13.1 Support will be given to the expansion of existing businesses,
conversion of existing buildings (including disused agricultural) and new
small-scale developments, in particular, where it provides employment
opportunities for people in the parish and local area.
13.2 Any new business development needs to be sensitive to the setting
and position in the village and aesthetically in line with the characteristics
of the area.
13.3 No business development should adversely impact the level and
nature of heavy traffic through the village
13.4 Any new business property development, whether for rent or sale,
should be offered to parishioners prior to going on the open market.

Supporting Evidence
The results of the initial consultation showed that people were supportive of
increased business and light commercial opportunities. The consensus was
that this needed to be done in a way that is has a low impact on the village,

Policy for business sustainability

Policy 14: Policy for business sustainability
14.1 Whilst meeting the need for further development, the plan should
ensure there it causes no financial or competitive detriment to existing
businesses or employment.
14.2 The village shop and pub will be supported so that it is protected and
retained as current facilities.
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Supporting Evidence
The initial consultation showed that the shop was seen as a key amenity in the
village and they it be supported and protected as should any local employment

Policy for business infrastructure

Policy 15 Policy for business infrastructure
15.1 The pressing need for better broadband provision means that
proposals for improved services will be supported. This would include the
siting of telephone exchange equipment above ground.
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Appendices
Appendix A – Consultation 1 summary
Aveton Gifford Neighbourhood Plan
Introduction
As part of the consultation process for the development of the neighbourhood plan for the
Aveton Gifford Parish, it is vital for the team tasked with drawing up the plan to ensure that
the wider community:
Is kept fully informed of what is being proposed
Is able to make their views known throughout the process
Has opportunities to be actively involved in shaping the emerging neighbourhood plan or
Order
Is made aware of how their views have informed the draft neighbourhood plan or Order
In order to meet these requirements, the working group organised a public consultation day
on 20th February 2016. This provided the opportunity to explain to the public what the
neighbourhood plan is and gave people the opportunity to submit their views for inclusion
in the development of the document. This day provided the bulk of comments which will
inform the next stage of the process, but in addition to this, further contributions are being
sought and encouraged via the village website, Facebook and the village shop.
Methodology
The working group explained the Neighbourhood Plan to attendees and then asked them
to provide comments covering the following areas:
Future Housing Development
Facilities in Aveton Gifford
Village Access and Roads
The Future
Open Spaces
Conservation
Education and Employment
The best of Aveton Gifford
“Everything Else”
Further comments were added via the village shop and within each of these areas, the
comments were then categorised and analysed. The working group has also sought to
engage local land owners and businesses in order to understand their views.
Where comments had been submitted to the incorrect section e.g a comment about roads
in the Open Spaces section, these were moved to the correct area.
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Results
There were 788 comments received – 783 from the consultation day and 5 submitted via
the shop. The breakdown of these comments by area is shown below, ranked by the
number of comments:

Topic
Future Housing Development
Facilities in Aveton Gifford
Village Access and Roads.
The Future
Open Spaces
Conservation
Education and Employment
The Best of AG
Everything Else
TOTAL

Comments
100
124
181
73
99
59
45
96
11
788

Within all of these areas the following topics were the most mentioned:

Category
a) Car Parking: roads/ car park/ suggestions/other
b) Community Spirit:
c) Village Hall- Renovate/ Re-build/Uses/ Other
d) Bridge : Footbridge over Avon: pro/against/
other
e) Speed- bumps: for/against/other traffic
calming
f) Location AONB:
g) Broadband
h) One-way System: for/against/ other
i) For new houses
j) Tidal road

Number of
Comments
53
38
33
33
29
27
25
24
23
23

The following breaks down these results further, by area, showing the types of comments
raised.

Future Housing Development
Topic
a) Affordable Homesb) Self-Build –
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22
12

%
22%
12%
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c) More Rental homesd) Opposed to any new development
e) Do Historic buildings precedent New?
f) Land for new development- Suggestions
for/against
g) Holiday Homes : for/against?
h) Sheltered Housing
i) Any other ideas/ concerns.
j) In wrong section
k) For new houses
TOTAL

2
12
4

2%
12%
4%

0

0%

7
2
16
0
23
100

7%
2%
16%
0%
23%
100%

Mostly fairly predictable, there were multiple comments both for and against any
development of any size, and those for development (of varied types).
Significant comments that local needs should be met as a priority, and holiday homes to be
discouraged.
There were a few very specific areas within the village which drew adverse comment
regarding suitability for development.
There were also a handful of comments which were not relevant to NP, but should be
passed on to the Parish Council for action/comment.

Facilities in Aveton Gifford
Topic
a) Shop and Post –Office
b) Village Hall- Renovate/ Re-build/Uses/ Other
c) Church
d) Pub
e) Swimming pool: For/ against
f) Broadband
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Count
14
33
3
5
10
25

%
11%
27%
2%
4%
8%
20%
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g) Outdoor sports facilities: Skate-park/ tennis courts/
other.
h) Football Pitch: Astro turf: for/against/other
i) Public Toilets
j) Other.
k) In wrong section.
TOTAL

15

12%

1
7
11
0
124

1%
6%
9%
0%
100%

There were 124 unique points raised across several topics. The main area of interest with
27% of comments was how the village hall should be changed, updated or relocated.
The next most prevalent topic was the issue of broadband, or the lack thereof. Whilst not a
direct planning issue, the village infrastructure will be key to bringing new people and
especially business to the parish and as such is important.
Over half the people commenting on the outdoor sports facilities were in favour of AG
having a skate park and many people praised the existing facilities. The swimming pool
was also seen as very important to the community.
People again were very complimentary about the shop and stressed the importance of it to
the community.

Village Access and Roads
Topic
a) Car Parking: roads/ car park/ suggestions/other
b) One-way System: for/against/ other
c) Speed- bumps: for/against/other traffic calming
d) Bus Route: Through village/ out of village/ other
e) Speed restrictions on A379
f) Tidal Road speed restrictions: for/ against/ pedestrian
priority/pot holes/ other
g) Yellow Lines:
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Count
53
24
29
15
12

%
29%
13%
16%
8%
7%

15

8%

2

1%
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h) Other Road concerns:
i) In wrong section
J) Speed Limits
K) Commercial Traffic
TOTAL

20
0
4
7
181

11%
0%
2%
4%
100%

The issue of car parking and traffic flow through the village dominated the comments. With
regard to the lack of parking spaces, the vast majority were in favour of expanding the
existing car parks (predominantly the memorial hall car park) with some comments
advocating a new car park. Another popular theme was the need to keep resident parking
free in both village car parks.
With regard to traffic calming, the trend was in favour of maintaining or increasing the
number of speed bumps.
There was also a fair amount of interest in the idea of making the village one way, to help
with traffic flow, although some people raised the concern that it may increase traffic speed
through the village.
Several comments raised the need to reduce commercial / large vehicle access to the
village.
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The Future
Topic
a) Bridge : Footbridge over Avon: pro/against/ other
b) Access to Bantham/ water
c) Community renewable energy (wind/water/solar):
for/against
d) Mains gas/other energy
e) Business premises: for/against/other
f) Other
g) In wrong section
TOTAL

Count
33
7

%
45%
10%

16

22%

9
4
4
0
73

12%
5%
5%
0%
100%

In this section 45% of comments related to the bridge over the Avon and a further 22%
community energy projects.
The views expressed on having a bridge across the Avon were heavily in favour of the
idea. There were also a few people wanting this to include a cycle track. One person even
suggested trying to get the Army to build the bridge as a training exercise.
With regard to the Community Renewable Energy topic, 15 out of 16 comments related to
green energy generation. Of these 12 were in favour of a green energy scheme, with the
most focus being place on wind generators, with some solar and one vote for tidal energy.
Of the people who opposed this only one person qualified their views by saying that wind
power was no longer viable. One person requested a charge point for electric cars.
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Open Spaces
Topic
a) Football Pitch- drainage
b) Footpaths- requirements and suggestions/ concerns
c) Timbers car park- security/ uses/ water-craft storage/
Tidying
d) Moorings
e) Estuary: suggestions/ concerns
f) Dog Walking: concerns/requirements
g) Bantham Estates
h) Other
i) In wrong section
j)Tidal road
k) Play Areas
TOTAL

Count
4
14

%
4%
14%

1

1%

5
14
10
1
9
0
23
18
99

5%
14%
10%
1%
9%
0%
23%
18%
100%

Open Spaces had nearly 100 comments.
On the ‘Estuary’ there seemed to be a lot in favour of secure storage for boats and kayaks.
Also availability of moorings for villagers and parishioners.
The Tidal Road is very popular and the overwhelming requests were for speed limits to be
imposed there. Also to prioritise the tidal road for pedestrian and cycle use.
Footpaths around AG pleased quite a few and and the proposed (now completed) hard
path around the football pitch gets the nod of approval with several requests for more mud
free paths in the village (rectory lawn).
Play Areas were approved of generally and there were some requests for more.
Basketball. Outdoor gym equipment, and a skateboarding area (said to popular with boys).
A couple asked for football field to be drained.
Dog walking generally pleased with facilities in AG, with several comments saying keep
dogs on leads in play areas.
The tidal road will feature prominently in our Neighbourhood Plan, and this and the other
items referred to the PC and Parish Appraisal
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Conservation

Topic
a) Wildlife provision/issues
b) Trees: planting/ maintenance/felling
c) Dredging and clearance
d) Industrial Impact-Bridge/other
e) Chemical pollution
f) Heritage: phone box/stocks/ old buildings
g) Other
h) In wrong section
TOTAL

Count

%
19%
22%
8%
7%
8%
19%
17%
0%
100%

11
13
5
4
5
11
10
0
59

The topic of conservation had a more even split of comments when compared to other
areas. Approaching 40% of the comments were relating to nature conservation (provision
and maintenance of habitats) and trees. The majority of comments relating to the trees,
were requesting better maintenance.
Of the heritage comments the vast majority were relating to the preservation of the
character of the village and ensuring landmarks like the stocks are kept.

Education and Employment
Topic
a) More employment opportunities: for/against
b) Community information boards
c) Business/ Office/Studio facilities:
d) Holiday trade etc: pro/against
e) School Community:
f) Designated School buses:
g) Other
h) In wrong section
TOTAL

Count
10
3
4
7
18
0
3
0
45

%
22%
7%
9%
16%
40%
0%
7%
0%
100%

The biggest topic in this section was relating to the school. People were keen to see
greater integration with the community and greater provision in wrap around care.
There was general encouragement for growing the small business opportunities and
community in Aveton Gifford, although some people were concerned on the impact /
aesthetics of any new business premises.
There was a split in opinion with regard to holiday homes, although people were more in
favour of B&Bs than second homes.
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The Best of Aveton Gifford
Topic
a) Community Spirit:
b) Facilities:
c) Location AONB:
d) In wrong section
e) Shop
f) School
g) Church
h) Other
TOTAL

Count

%
40%
21%
28%
0%
4%
1%
3%
3%
100%

38
20
27
0
4
1
3
3
96

The main focus of comments in this section were relating to appreciation of life in Aveton
Gifford. The spirit and sense of community was seen as a massively positive aspect of
living in the parish and the fact that it was a beautiful location was also noted.
The large number of facilities available within the village are seen as a real benefit and are
very much appreciated.
Despite a large number of comments in this section, the vast majority were quite general in
nature and did not include specific recommendations or points for action.

Everything Else
Topic
a) Barking dogs guidelines
b) Community orchard/ wood
c) Hovercraft to Bantham
d) Youth Club
e) Volunteers needed to do parish jobs
f) Holiday visitors take own rubbish away
TOTAL

Count

%
2
3
2
2
1
1
11

18%
27%
18%
18%
9%
9%
100%

The vast majority of comments in “Everything Else” were reallocated to their correct,
respective sections. This left only a handful of comments which could not provide much
useful input into the process.
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Appendix B – Consultation 2 Summary

Site Assessment by
Independent
Assessor

Site

Comments For

Comments Against Comment Not Relevant
8

Little Court
Barnfield
Churchfield
Homefield
Ct Barton / Pulleys
Hive / Bakers Hill
East of Hive
East of Church
Cricket Field
SE Icy Park

11
6
1

3
2
2
3
4
1

24

2

1

*

2
1

5

* Cricket pitch has been changed from potential to suitable as amenity issue which caused the assessor to downgrade site
to "potential" is no longer relevant

Summary of "voting" from consultation (potential and suitable sites only)
Site

Comments For

Barnfield
Churchfield
Homefield
Ct Barton / Pulleys
Hive / Bakers Hill
East of Hive
Cricket Field

1
11
6
1
24

Comments Against

Comments For %

Comments Against %

3
2
2
3
4
1
2

0%
33%
0%
79%
60%
50%
92%

100%
67%
100%
21%
40%
50%
8%

Results
Rank
1
2
3

Site
Cricket Field
Ct Barton / Pulleys
Hive / Bakers Hill

Comment
Huge consensus for developing this site, both in number of votes
and in % of votes
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Q1: Is this property your:
Answered: 172

Skipped: 0

Appendix C – Housing Needs Survey Summary
Aveton Gifford Neighbourhood Plan

Aveton Gifford Neighbourhood Plan
Housing Needs Survey Results

Powered by

Q1: Is this property your:
Answered: 172

Powered by

Skipped: 0

Q1: Is this property your:
Answered: 172

Powered by

Skipped: 0

Q2: Is the property:
Answered: 170

Powered by

Skipped: 2

Q2: Is the property:
Answered: 170

Powered by

Skipped: 2

Q3: How would you describe your home?
Answered: 172

Powered by

Skipped: 0

Q3: How would you describe your home?
Answered: 172

Skipped: 0

"Other" Category Comments
end house of 6 converted barns
barn conversion
2 Yurts
semi-detached house + granny annex converted barn
Barn conversion
Barn conversion in courtyard

Powered by

Q4: How many bedrooms does your home have?
Answered: 170

Powered by

Skipped: 2

Q4: How many bedrooms does your home have?
Answered: 170

Powered by

Skipped: 2

Q5: How many years have you and your household lived in this parish?
Answered: 158

Powered by

Skipped: 14

Q5: How many years have you and your household lived in this parish?
Answered: 158

Skipped: 14

Numb e r o f ye a rs in
Pa rish
0-5
6-10
11-15
16-20
21-25
26-30
31-35
36-40
41-45
46-50
50+

answered question
skipped question

Powered by

%
23%
15%
13%
17%
8%
9%
3%
3%
3%
2%
5%

Co unt
37
23
20
27
13
14
4
5
4
3
8
158
14

Q6: Age of resident - detail

Powered by

Q6: Age of resident - Consolidated

Powered by

Q7: Gender of Residents

Male
187

Powered by

Female
189

Q7: What type of employment?
Co unt
%

Powered by

Full-time
e mp lo y me nt

Pa rt-time
e mp lo y me nt

Se lfe mp lo y e d

U ne mp lo y e d

R e tire d

75
20%

34
9%

72
20%

2
1%

121
33%

Full-time s Sc ho o l/ p re s Lo o k ing a fte r Pe rma ne ntly
tud e nt (16+ y c ho o l/ nurs e r
ho me /
s ic k / d is a b le
e a rs )
y
fa mily
d
17
43
4
1
5%
12%
1%
0%

Q7: Where do members of your household work?

Powered by

Q8: Please tell us about the cars / vans in your household
Answered: 167

Powered by

Skipped: 5

Q8: Please tell us about the cars / vans in your household
Answered: 167

Powered by

Skipped: 5

Q9: If you presently rent your home do you wish to purchase in the Parish?
Answered: 92

Powered by

Skipped: 80

Q9: If you presently rent your home do you wish to purchase in the Parish?
Answered: 92

Skipped: 80

Comments from People who Rent But Want to Buy in the Parish

9. not enough money
9. have not won the lottery
9. cannot affordit given advanced age & the fact that partner had to take early retirement due to ill health 10. need to reduce outgoings &
downsize
9. oh god, yes! ridiculous prices for the very few properties available 10. rent is increasing beyond wages
9. insufficient funds Need more rooms
9. have recently sold house - soon to be renting - ultimately want to purchase again in the parish. Right house (at sensible price) yet to
come up.
9. saving for deposit
Existing tenancy terminates. In 5 years time financial circumstances will have changed.
Powered by

Q10: Do you anticipate that you have a need to move in the next 5 years?
Answered: 159

Powered by

Skipped: 13

Q10: Do you anticipate that you have a need to move in the next 5 years & Reasons?
Answered: 159

Skipped: 13

because of lack of public transport
closer to place of Further Housing training downsize
Existing tenancy terminates. In 5 years time financial circumstances will have changed. House too small
Larger property Maybe health/age.
maybe, getting old! Move nearer to family
move to Modbury nearer more amenities such as doctor, dentist, optician. Also downsize to bungalow Moving near family.
Need more rooms New home
old age Old age
our house is very small with no parking. we would like to expand our family so we need more space. We aim to have a parking space / drive to make life easier partners disability?
possibly to find work (out of county)
Possibly, if rent increases further or landlords decide on different use (holiday rental) for property. I like renting because I am not very practical at fixing things and work takes up a lot of my time. Buying, however, is not an
option with only one income, in this parish.
retirement abroad
Too much land to manage and a thatched roof.
P

we are moving out of the parish & the county to be nearer our family in Chichester, W Sussex Widower, no family nearby.
owered by
will likely have to move away with work
would like a bigger house, a garden & off road parking

Q11: Do you anticipate that anyone within your household will need to
move in the next 5 years?
Answered: 134

Powered by

Skipped: 38

Q11: Do you anticipate that anyone within your household will need to
move in the next 5 years?
Answered: 134

Skipped: 38

would like to buy own house see above

disability family expansion children growing up change of
circumstances student leaving home
as above as above
children growing up & going to uni/college perhaps (hopefully!) university
son will qualify from university & need to move for work probably age / ill health
see Q10.
all of us - as above
young adults leaving home of an age to leave home
daughter currently working away wanting to return home & live in the village Won't be bigger houses to rent
in village
We need a bigger house as we have a son and a daughter who will need separate rooms as above
move to Modbury nearer more amenities such as doctor, dentist, optician. Also downsize to bungalow
Two university students flying the nest. For work opportunities
To look for work after leaving university.
Children will have finished University and more than likely have to move for work. as above
We would like a new home
children growing up & potentially going to uni
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Q12: Are your housing requirements or needs likely to change in the next
10 years?
Answered: 158

Powered by

Skipped: 14

Q12: Are your housing requirements or needs likely to change in the next 10 years & Reasons?
Answered: 158

Skipped: 14

smaller property requirements and better access to amenities, shops, public transport etc. downsizing
age may be a factor = move to more easily maintained property possibly - depending on any
health issues
don't know, hopefully not
health, age, cost of running house, easier maintenance lots of steps - might not be as
fit in 10 years time!
disabled. living in 2nd floor flat probably need to move to ground floor need more space & move for work
hope not!
intend to move locally to a more modern, more environmentally and fuel efficient home smaller house (2 bedrooms),
garden area
possibly want somewhere slightly larger
partner may not be able to manage stairs & steep garden. Will need to downsize further to reduce outgoings age and the ability to negotiate
steep hills on foot
death, ill health growing children
need another bedroom & more storage space, space for a dinner table to all sit around
possibly need a smaller property as we both get older - may want to move closer to our children who knows, we are not getting
any younger
need to change to dwelling appropriate to age ability
10. if something appropriate became available before next 10 years in the village I would move. children (2) wanting to live in
the village and have children of their own
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Q12: Are your housing requirements or needs likely to change in the next 10 years? Reasons

if they do I will keep you informed At 79 year I may die.
Would like to buy but can't afford to here in parish.
We need a bigger house as we have a son and a daughter who will need separate rooms.
Require two bedrooms - more comfort and space
we have simply outgrown our current place. Wish to have space to have people to stay / a garage or utility room - generally more space. start a family
move to Modbury nearer more amenities such as doctor, dentist, optician. Also downsize to bungalow maybe
Old age
More space for growing family. Who can say at our age?
Haven't purchased yet because can't sell house for right price. Children and more land? To downsize.
Separation/Divorce.
Downsize due to old age or infirmity. Age and health may lead to
change.
10 years is a long time to say what the future holds. Probably move.
Existing tenancy terminates. In 5 years time financial circumstances will have changed. The property has land which
may become too time-consuming or difficult to manage.
Getting older!
Widower, no family nearby. Downsizing. Too much land.
Downsizing
children growing up, parents more elderly House too small
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Q13: Do you have family members or friends who wish to live in this
Parish?
Answered: 160

Powered by

Skipped: 12

Q13: Do you have family members or friends who wish to live in this
Parish?
Answered: 160

Powered by

Skipped: 12

Q14: What type of accommodation are they likely to need and want?
Answered: 27

Skipped: 145

Answe r Op tio ns
Count
%

Powered by

H o use

Bung a lo w

Fla t

Othe r

33
73%

7
16%

1
2%

4
9%

R e sp o nse
Co unt
45
100%

Q14: What type of accommodation are they likely to need and want?
Answered: 27
Answe r Op tio ns
Count
%

Powered by

Skipped: 145
1

2

3

4

5

6 o r mo re

4
9%

7
16%

21
47%

12
27%

1
2%

0
0%

R e sp o nse
Co unt
45
100%

Q15: Do they wish to purchase or rent a property?
Answered: 26

Skipped: 146

R e nt

Purc ha s e
8
18%

30
67%

R e s p o ns e
Co unt

Othe r
7
16%

45
100%

Comments concerning "Other" Category
maybe purchase / self build
some sort of affordable housing for young couples and families would consider renting
/ shared ownership, but they would prefer to buy
No. Own their homes already Shared ownership Selfbuild Either
Shared ownership or would purchase if affordable. Would rent from
Community Housing Association.

Powered by

Q16: When new homes are proposed in this Parish, what type of homes
do you consider should be approved?
Answered: 155 Skipped: 17
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Q16: When new homes are proposed in this Parish, what type of homes
do you consider should be approved?
Answered: 155 Skipped: 17

Powered by

Q18: In any future housing developments, do you think it should be? Tick
as many as you consider appropriate.
Answered: 155

Powered by

Skipped: 17

Q18: In any future housing developments, do you think it should be? Tick
as many as you consider appropriate.
Answered: 155

Powered by

Skipped: 17

Q19: What features would you like to see in future developments? Tick as
many as you consider appropriate.
Answered: 156

Powered by

Skipped: 16

Q19: What features would you like to see in future developments? Tick as
many as you consider appropriate.
Answered: 156

Skipped: 16

Q20: If pockets of suitable land are identified on the edges of the village that could
provide future commercial small workshops, (and local employment) would you
approve?
Answered: 153

Skipped: 19

Q20: If pockets of suitable land are identified on the edges of the village that could
provide future commercial small workshops, (and local employment) would you
approve?
Answered: 153

Skipped: 19
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Appendix D - Summary of comments for each site put forward
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Appendix D – detailed appraisal (and first draft of traffic & transport policies)
Aveton Gifford Neighbourhood Plan
Traffic and Transport Policies

1 Traffic in the Village
A. Pedestrian safety; speeding, parking and pavements.
The primary school, the community shop, the village hall, public parking in the village hall car park, and the
pub are all sited along Fore St, there is access to the pre-school and community swimming pool through
the school grounds, access via Jubilee St to the car park by the Rectory Stables, and access to the village
green, playing field and play parks from various points along Fore St. Fore St is also a through road for the
bus services, and access for deliveries to the shop, and access to the houses along Fore St itself. With
parent parking, the roads adjacent to the school become congested, particularly at the beginning and end
of each school day. This can be exacerbated by parking on the road for deliveries or users of the shop.
Residents of the village including those dropping off/collecting children have identified traffic hotspots within
the village. The public consultation exercises concerning the AGNP have highlighted concerns over traffic
generation; access difficulties; speeding; unneighbourly parking and conflicts between private cars, buses,
delivery vehicles and through traffic in four specific areas of the village, namely (i) Fore St outside the
primary school; (ii) on the road from Tree Corner to the Icy Park junction; (iii) the pinch points along Fore St
from Baker’s Hill/Jubilee St junction to the roundabout by the pub; and (iv) the lack of adequate pavements
down Fore St. In addition the school, the village shop and services also attract traffic from the smaller
villages surrounding Aveton Gifford, leading to temporary congestion at peak times and parking problems.
Aveton Gifford is also used as a short cut by drivers moving between the A38 and the A379. This is a satnav route from the A38 to and from Salcombe and surrounding villages for both tourists and second home
owners. It is also the route of choice for commuters from this same hinterland to the A38. Many, partially
evidenced by police and council speed checks, exceed the speed limit particularly down Church Lane and
Fore St. Traffic congestion, road safety, speeding and parking are all major concerns to residents.
As noted, four areas are of particular note:
i) Fore St outside the primary school. There is infrequent parking on the road immediately outside the
school, but there is concern at school dropping off and collecting times because of the number of children
crossing the road at this time. These comprise children walking from homes within the village, and those
whose parents park nearby. There is also concern during the school day when school classes cross the
road to use the village hall for meals, assemblies and other activities. A raised walkway crosses the road by
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the school entrance. The school entrance is close to the junction at Tree Corner, parents parking on the
road at the point of the junction cause poor visibility, and it is felt that there is inadequate control of speed
for vehicles entering Fore St here.
ii) The road from Tree Corner to beyond the Icy Park junction. There is concern about the impact of parking
along one side of the road, reducing the width to single lane traffic, and the reduction of visibility for
oncoming traffic, and for traffic exiting the Icy Park lane. This is particularly hazardous at school drop off
and collecting times when, in spite of double yellow lines, cars park right up to the sharp bend in the road ,
thus obscuring the visibility still further. There is further particular concern about the impact from cars
parking right on the bends of Tree Corner junction itself, also at school times, on a corner where poor
visibility creates a danger to motorist and pedestrian alike.
iii) The pinch points along Fore St from Baker’s Hill/Jubilee St junction to the roundabout by the pub. There
are several pinch points along this length of the road caused partially by on road parking, and a built up
pinch point beside Island House, by bollards and road narrowing by Avon House, and another pinch point
beside the public house. As noted elsewhere, residents parking for the village is inadequate, and a certain
amount is permitted in specific locations. However the restricted space for passing for buses, cars, and
delivery vehicles using Fore St can cause congestion at times, and can be hazardous at the southern end
on the junction with the roundabout on the A379.
iv) The lack of adequate pavements down Fore St. from the hall car park to the public house. Although this
is not a speed issue as such, it is included here because it has been identified in village consultations as a
cause of serious concern as a result of speeding and the volume of traffic using Fore St. As previously
noted most of the village facilities and amenities are either on or accessed via Fore St, and for many years
negotiations with the Highways Authorities have failed to provide better pavements. It is now unlikely that
this will change in the near future, and so our traffic policy must take note that the volume and speed of
traffic through Fore St will have to take note of the vulnerability of pedestrians.
Policy suggestions
•

Proposals to ensure the safe travel of pupils to the primary and secondary schools on foot or by car
should be supported.

•

Proposal that further speed awareness and traffic calming measures of some description for the
above mentioned areas be incorporated in future plans for the village.

•

Proposal that low speed limits and speed awareness measures be incorporated in any new
development, and extended where necessary to protect the whole of the built up environment.

•

Proposal that all future development should encourage or introduce alternative routes to discourage
through traffic and non-essential vehicles from using Fore St.

•

A proposal that all new housing developments must provide safe pedestrian access to link up with
existing or proposed footpaths and pavements, ensuring that residents can walk safely to bus stops,
schools and other village facilities.
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B. Car Parks and residential parking

Car parks: The village hall, by Rectory Stables, Timbers inner and outer car parks provide 145

spaces.

The public consultation highlighted the following concerns; lack of parking spaces and car parks in the
village, and free parking for residents. Household parking for many of the houses along Fore St, Jubilee St,
Baker’s Hill and Rock Hill is non-existent for many and severely limited for the majority. Residents
therefore rely on adequate parking in nearby car parks, and the limited permitted spaces along Fore St.
Household parking in other areas and estates no longer reflects the increased number of vehicles per
household. Consultation responses were in favour of expanding the existing car parks (in particular at the
village hall), and making at least one new car park in one of the fields adjoining the village. Car parking is
also considered to be vital for ease of use of the village shop, and lack of parking is thought to be
detrimental in attracting prospective families to our primary and pre-school, both being important
considerations for the long-term sustainability of our village. Free parking in Timbers and Rectory Stables
car parks has recently been ensured by the transfer of these two sites back to parish ownership.
Policy suggestions.
•

Proposal to facilitate extra car parking within convenient walking distance of the school, the preschool, the village hall and the shop.

•

Proposal to provide further parking by developing at least 1 if not 2 additional areas with 106
development money in future housing negotiations - at least one of these at the northern end of the
village.

•

Proposal for future measures within the village to keep the existing parking spaces along Fore St,
which have a dual purpose for parking and speed control.

•

In this area where commuting is essential, a proposal to provide adequate household parking in all
new developments to reflect the need for increased car ownership.

•

A proposal that all future development must provide adequate off-street parking for both residents
and employees.

•

A proposal to maximise the amount of parking spaces within the village car parks - in particular to
replace existing boat spaces in Timbers car park with additional parking spaces.

C. Traffic on the Tidal Road.
This is included here although it is not strictly within the “village envelope”, but it is impacted by the need for
adequate car parking at Timbers. The Tidal Road is universally acknowledged by residents to be one of
our greatest assets, both as a community amenity for walkers, bird watchers, photographers, and as an
important draw for tourists to our parish. In past years it has been taken off sat-nav routes, but the volume
of users has increased in spite of this because of the popularity of venues such as local restaurants,
Bigbury Golf Course and beach. There are still concerns regarding safety for drivers who chance the tides.
Public consultation highlighted the need for some form of speed control, a desire for it to be “pedestrian
only” with residential access only, and a wish to reduce weight limits for delivery and service vehicles.
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Policy suggestions
•

Proposals which ensure the protection and continued use of this valued community asset should be
supported.

•

Any proposals should take into account the tidal nature of the route and the unsuitability of the road
for any increase in the volume and size of vehicles.

2. Road safety, village and parish ; speed and traffic calming.
As noted above, speeding through areas of the village has been a cause of much concern for many years.
Areas of particular concern evidenced from consultations and complaints to parish council are Fore Street,
Church Lane and Baker’s Hill; use of these has been exacerbated in recent years by sat-nav routes
indicating these roads as short cuts. Also of particular concern is speed on the A379; the straight by
Fishley and Dream Hill, on the bypass approach to the roundabout, over the bridge, Bridge End junction,
and up the hill to the Stadbury drive. For over 15 years successive parish councils have worked with Devon
County Council’s Highways department to try to curtail speeds. Opinions remain divided in consultations
how to resolve these issues, but there is a universal wish for effective speed control.

Policy suggestions
•

Proposal that any new developments take into account these speed “hot spots” and make
provision for, and contribute to, appropriate traffic calming measures.

•

Proposal that further consideration continue to be given to control speeds in existing areas
of concern.

3. Bus service
The bus service to Aveton Gifford village is very good when compared to other outlying villages in this area
of the South Hams, as the village lies on the route from Plymouth to Dartmouth via Kingsbridge. There is
no other similar bus route that is easily accessible for other parts of the parish, and so all users have to
come into the village. There is a regular service through the village available for commuters, for shops and
services in Kingsbridge, Modbury and Plymouth, for tourists and walkers to the area, and daily use by
secondary school children attending Kingsbridge Community College. Disruption to traffic flow in Fore St
has been minimised by the introduction of a one way bus route through the village for both outward and
returning routes. Consultation established various choices for the bus route, but for safety and accessibility
reasons the bus stops in the centre of the village have been retained in preference to keeping buses out of
the village centre by moving them to the A379 at Icy Park and to the southern end of Fore St.
Policy suggestions.
•

Proposals should continue to maintain this service, and to ensure easy foot access to bus stops
from all houses, including future developments.
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•

Working with the bus companies, to support and enable the regular essential bus service to the
community.

•

Safe travel to school. To retain the bus stops within a safe setting within the village for collection
and drop off of secondary school children.

4. Traffic in the parish, and local travel.
The A379 crosses the parish in the west, and this is accessed from the main arterial route – the A38 – by
two roads; from Hangman’s cross past the hamlets at Chillaton, Lixton, The Chantry to Aveton Gifford,
joining the A379 at Shorta Cross; and from Hangman’s Cross past The Thatches to join the A379 at
Harraton Cross. There is no bus service to these outer parts of the parish so residents and commuters
have to use their cars. Additional traffic from new homes may add to existing concerns, but parishioners
will need to use private cars to take children to the pre and primary school, and the bus stop for transport to
Kingsbridge Community College, also to use the village shop, hall, pub, and village amenities.
Policy suggestions
•

Promotion of bus travel and car sharing where appropriate.

•

Proposal that traffic travelling from the A38 to the A379 be encouraged to use the wider road to
Harraton Cross, thus avoiding narrow lanes, and diverting traffic from using the village as a short
cut.

Pg. 105

Appendices

Appendix E
Possible Development Sites Within Aveton Gifford
12 sites were identified by the steering group as possibly available for future house building. These were submitted to
consultants to undertake a clear appraisal of the suitability of each of the sites for potential housing. 7 of the sites were
seen as having potential to deliver housing and of these 3 looked very favourable by the consultants. The remaining 5
sites have been dismissed has they were reported as having no potential.
Sites are listed in order of preference but are identified numerically according to the consultant’s report. A
copy of their plan showing the locations of the sites is attached.
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Site 8; The Old Cricket Field (1.62 ha)
The old cricket field was found to be suitable for new development and able to support approximately 38 new
dwellings. The village consultation showed the community was in favour of the development of this site and it received
the highest level of support over all the sites considered.
The Aveton Gifford Neighbourhood Plan therefore recommends approval of housing development on this site
providing the above policies are incorporated within any NP design proposals.
This site is within the AONB

Site 5; Land between Court Barton Garden and Pulley’s Close (0.25 ha)
This site was found to be to be suitable for new development and able to support approximately 6 new dwellings.
Again the village consultation showed the community was in favour of the development of this site.
The Aveton Gifford Neighbourhood Plan therefore recommends approval of housing development on this site
providing the above policies are incorporated within any NP design proposals.

Site 6; Land between The Hive Preschool and Bakers Hill (0.19 ha)
This site was found to be to be suitable for new development and able to support approximately 5 new dwellings. The
village consultation showed the community was mixed 50/50 over support of the development of this site.
However as the consultants recommended it as suitable the Aveton Gifford Neighbourhood Plan Group would
recommend approval of housing development on this site providing the above policies are incorporated within any NP
design proposals. (This site could be considered for any school expansion plan)

Site 2; Barnfield (1.3 ha)
This site was found to have the potential for new development and able to support approximately 31 new dwellings.
The village consultation showed the community was not in support of the development of this site for housing and
parishioners have long been aware that this site has been identified as positional for further car parking.
It is hoped that the lower portion of the site can be acquired by the Aveton Gifford Parish Council for desperately
needed car parking for the village. However negotiations are in a very early stage and it is hoped to achieve the Parish
Councils wishes. Therefore any submitted proposals for housing development on this site will not be supported at this
time.

Site 3; Churchfield (0.46 ha)
This site was found to have the potential for 11 new development and able to support new development. The village
consultation did not attract any comments on this site.
Any proposals would be considered on its merits providing the above policies are incorporated within any NP design
proposals.

Site 4; Homefield (0.24 ha)
This site was found to have the potential for new development and able to support approximately 6 new dwellings. The
village consultation showed the community did not really consider this site and only 2 comments were received. Any
proposals would be considered on its merits providing the above policies are incorporated within any design
proposals.
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Site 7; Land to the east of The Hive Pre-School (1.47 ha)
This site was found to have the potential for new development and able to support approximately 35 new dwellings.
The village consultation showed the community did not really consider this site and only 2 comments were received.
Any proposals would be considered on its merits providing the above policies are incorporated within any design
proposals.

SEE APPENDIX B FOR SUMMARY OF RESPONSES ON SITES
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