Proposals to improve the safety of two dangerous
sections of pedestrian routes that cross or
traverse the busy A379 passing through Aveton
Gifford.

The dangerous sections of A379 referenced in the proposal are used by:
- Parish residents to gain access to and from Aveton Gifford village centre.

- leisure walkers that are walking the South West Coast Path (SWCP) or the
Avon Estuary Walk (AEW).

- Bus passengers using the bus stop on the Waterhead junction.

The village centre has many amenities including a school, church, shop, pub,
village hall and recreation ground which potentially provides services to many
residents who would need to walk along or across the dangerous sections of
road described below.

Section 1 - Aveton Gifford Bridge (A379)

For pedestrians, either travelling between the Bridge End part of the village and
the village centre, or walking on the South West Coast Path /Avon Estuary Walk,
there are several sections of the Aveton Gifford bridge where walking on the road
is necessary as there is no pavement. Walking from the village to Bridge End has
the additional risk of having to cross the road as many as five times (if following
the highway code instructions for pedestrians to walk on the right-hand side
facing oncoming traffic).

The current speed limit, as signed at both ends of the bridge, is 40mph.
When walking on this section and being approached or overtaken by traffic at
40mph feels unsafe and the parish council considered it to be dangerous.



If there is traffic in both directions on the bridge, there is insufficient room for that
traffic to pass if there are pedestrians on the road.

Some drivers have been known to speed up to gain momentum for the hill climb
at the South end of the bridge and travel at speeds in excess of 40mph.

The problem has been made worse in recent years due to the mud and
vegetative growth that has not been cleared on the road edges.

Proposal

- Reduce the speed limit on the bridge to 20mph with signage

- Install ‘Pedestrian in road ahead’ signs in several locations

- Paint more ‘SLOW’ signs in the road and refresh existing ones

- Install Vehicle Activated Speed (VAS) signs

- Install a one-way, pedestrian-activated traffic lift to stop the South-bound
traffic to allow walkers to traverse the main span of the bridge in safety on
the East side of the bridge.

Section 2 - Road Crossing area between Glebe
Land and Waterhead (A379)

This road crossing links the houses in Waterhead, North Efford and Ashford to
the village centre and is also part of the South West Coast Path /Avon Estuary
Walk/South Hams 100 mile walk (proposed).

There is a bus stop on the Waterhead side of the road that services parishioners
that live in Icy Park and Glebe land estates who have to cross this busy road to
make use of the service.

There are currently no speed limit signs on this section and drivers may assume
that 60 mph is an acceptable speed. There is also no signage to indicate that
pedestrians could be crossing in this area.

This crossing area is a wide section of road with poor visibility from the Glebe
Land side.



Proposal

- Install a pedestrian-activated traffic light

- Reduce the speed limit to 30mph limit at a safe distance from the crossing
point with signage

- Install ‘Pedestrian’s Crossing’ signs to indicate the potential for pedestrians
crossing
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Highway code sections:

Rule 163 previously said: “Overtake only when it is safe and legal to do so. You should
not get too close to the vehicle you intend to overtake.” The revised rules go into more

detail about what ‘too close’ means.

The following advice has been added:

e When overtaking a cyclist: Drivers should leave 1.5 metres distance when
overtaking at speeds of up to 30mph. Drivers should leave at least 2 metres’ of
space at higher speeds.

e When overtaking horse riders and horse-drawn vehicles: Reduce your speed
under 10mph and allow 2 metres of space.

e When overtaking a pedestrian walking in the road (where there is no

pavement): Allow 2 metres of space.
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The guide distances should be increased in bad weather and at night. If you’re unable
to overtake motorcyclists or other road users using the distances mentioned above, you

should wait behind them until it's safe to do so.



